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From the President
A huge welcome to the many new Council members for this first meeting of the new triennium. 

I am sure that you know that the work of the Council goes on throughout the year, and this annual 
meeting is similar to many other AGMs in that everyone reports on what they have been doing all 
year and what is planned for the future. I am really keen that all Council members contribute to 
the Council’s work in whatever way suits them best and I hope that this will include standing for 
election to a committee at some point, either this year or after a year or so of seeing how things 
work. You will find here reports of their work from all the committees and stewards and I hope 
these will help all members identify where they believe their skills can best be applied. I would 
ask all members to read these reports carefully and to think about questions they might like to ask 
of committee chairmen and stewards during the meeting. This is the best opportunity to ask those 
questions we have always wanted to ask, as well as to debate any points that arise.

One of the most important pieces of ongoing work over the past year has been in connection 
with the Future of Ringing Project, led by our Vice-President. At last year’s Council meeting 
proposals were discussed concerning an immediate need for outreach to ringers across the country 
and to this end there has been a series of regional meetings, with more still to come this summer. 
These meetings are aimed at grass roots ringers and they fulfil several purposes, particularly to 
listen to expectations and needs at local level. It is also intended that they should improve 
awareness of what the Integrated Teacher Training Scheme involves, what the Council provides 
in the way of services already and to engage local support, both personal and financial. There will 
be an update at this year’s Council meeting, including details of future plans and an opportunity 
for discussion.

One of the highlights of the past year for me was attending the North American Guild AGM in 
Hendersonville, North Carolina. I was very impressed with the high proportion of members who 
attended despite the obvious difficulty of travel and staying away for several days. The hosts put 
on a great weekend of training, quarters, social events and meeting, which I felt made our English, 
Victorian-era arrangements of ring, service, tea, meeting, pub, home seem rather dated and in need 
of refreshment to attract more members. While I appreciate that things are pretty different in the 
UK & USA, I do hope Council members can help associations follow the lead of a few in 
providing the sort of events, training and recruitment that are needed in the 21st century. In so 
many associations very few members attend local events such as AGMs.

Another highlight was attending the casting of the new fifth bell for Christchurch Cathedral 
New Zealand at Taylor’s in Loughborough. It was a very happy day and it was good to be able to 
think of the £10,000 raised by UK ringers towards the cost of the refurbishment of the bells. I was 
so glad the Council was able to facilitate this collection and to be able to claim Gift Aid in 
addition. It is still possible to donate now if you would like to.

I have been particularly glad to attend meetings of the Public Relations and Publications 
Committees this year. These two important committees have a large workload and high profile 
among grass roots ringers. The Public Relations Committee is overseeing the organisation of the 
Ringing Roadshow in September and has been instrumental in publicising special ringing events, 
such as the recent Stedman tercentenary, while the Publications Committee has continued to sell 
large numbers of Dove 10 and has also started to make some publications available for download 
online. Most other committees have contributed significantly to the Council’s visible work, such 
as terrific new and helpful guidance from the Tower Stewardship Committee and useful When did 
you last do it? articles in The Ringing World from the Towers and Belfries Committee, to name 
just two.

Over the next twelve months or so many ringers in the UK and elsewhere will be marking the 
one hundredth anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War as well as the 300th anniversary 
of the first recorded peal (Plain Bob Triples at St Peter Mancroft, Norwich, 2 May 2015), 800th 
anniversary of the sealing of the Magna Carta (Grand Ringing Day on Sunday 14 June 2015) and 
the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo (18 June 2015). There will be many reasons to ring 
and ringers everywhere need to be closely linked in to the organisers of local events to ensure that 
bells are part of the plans and are rung appropriately and as much as possible for the planned 
occasions. As Central Council members you have had plenty of notice of these events and will be 
well-placed to lead in your local area.

This is just a selection of our work in the past year and our plans for the future. There is much 
more, covered in the detailed committee and stewards’ reports. Please read them and learn more 
about what the Council does for ringers everywhere, and perhaps identify how you might like to 
help us achieve many more successes in the future.

KATe FLAVeLL
April 2014
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The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Registered Charity No 270036

The first session of the 42nd Council (117th Annual Meeting) will be held on Monday 26th May 2014 in the Marriott Tudor Park Hotel, 
Ashford Road, Bearsted, Maidstone, starting at 9.30 a.m. It will be preceded by a Corporate Communion Service at 7.30 a.m. in 
the Leeds Room at the hotel.

Will members please sign the roll and be in their seats by 9.20 a.m. – the roll will invite you to sign in as a member of The Ringing 
World Limited.

The morning session will be adjourned at 12.30 p.m.; at 1.45 p.m. the Annual Meeting of The Ringing World Limited will be held; the 
afternoon session will resume after that Meeting.

AGENDA
1. Opening prayer.

2. Report of the Honorary Secretary as to the representation of societies and subscriptions.

3. Application to Affiliate: Guild of St Agatha.

4. Welcome to new members.

5. Apologies for absence.

6. Loss of members through death.

7. Minutes of the 2013 Annual Meeting (p.431).

 Corrections to the Minutes are given in Appendix A.

8. Matters arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda.

9. Annual Report of the Council (p.437).

10. Accounts for 2013 (p.439).

11. Election of Life Members:
 (a) Alan Frost is proposed by Andrew Wilby and seconded by James Clarke.
 (b) David Kelly is proposed by Bob Cooles and seconded by Chris Mew.

12. Election of Officers for 2014 - 2017:

 Office Nominee Proposer Seconder
 President Chris Mew Ian Oram Mike Chester
 Vice-President Christopher O’Mahony Tony Smith Robert Wood
 Hon Secretary Mary Bone Angela Newing Bob Cooles
 Hon Assistant Secretary Carol Franklin Alan Regin Sue Morton
 Hon Treasurer Andrew Taylor Brian Meads Stephen Nash

13. Election of Independent Examiners.
 Jeremy Cheesman and Wendy Godden retire; both are eligible for election.

14. Election of Additional Members:
 Elva Ainsworth, Alan Frost, Adrian Semken, Peter Trotman and David Willis retire. The following nominations have been 

received; in accordance with Rule 6(ii), supporting statements for the candidates are given in Appendix B of this Agenda:
 Nominee Proposer Seconder
 Alan Baldock Ian Oram Andrew Barnsdale
 Peter Trotman Mike Chester Stuart Piper
 David Willis James Clarke Pat Halls
 Alan Frost James Clarke Chris Povey
 Elva Ainsworth Andrew Wilby Michael Church
 Adrian Semken James Clarke Chris Povey
 Mark Ainsworth Andrew Wilby Michael Church

15. Motions:
(A) That the last sentence of Rule 14 (Election of independent examiners) be expanded to read as follows:
 In the event of the Independent Examiners vacating office before the expiry of the three years, the officers shall have the power 

to make a temporary appointment to fill the vacancy until the ensuing meeting, which meeting shall elect a replacement for the 
remainder of the period.

 Proposed on behalf of the Administrative Committee by Mary Bone (Ex-officio), seconded by Tony Smith (Winchester & 
Portsmouth Diocesan Guild).
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(B) That Rule 16(iii) (Terms of Reference of the Education Committee) be replaced by the following:
 To lead the development of ringing education by: liaising with all organisations and individuals involved in ringing; identifying 

and defining best practices in ringing; and sharing knowledge of these practices to the ringing community, using the most 
appropriate media.

 Proposed on behalf of the Education Committee by Duncan Walker (Carlisle Diocesan Guild), seconded by Geoff Horritt 
(Hertford County Association).

(C) That a new office of Public Relations Officer be created and that the following Rules be amended as indicated:
 In Rules 12(i) (in the first three sentences) and (ii), 15(iii)(a) and 20(ii) [but not in Rule 17] add ‘Public Relations Officer’ to the 

lists of officers.
 Also in Rule 12(i) insert a new second sentence “The Public Relations Officer shall be an ex-officio member of the Public 

Relations Committee”.
 Proposed on behalf of the Administrative Committee by Chris Mew (Coventry Diocesan Guild), seconded by John Harrison 

(Oxford Diocesan Guild).

(D) 1. That a new Decision (I) Non-Method Blocks be added, containing the following:
 “A. Definitions and Requirements
 1. A non-method block is a block of changes that does not constitute a plain lead of a method.
 B. Nomenclature
 1. (a) The title of a non-method block shall consist of Name, “Block” and Stage.
    (b) A non-method block may not be given a name if the title excluding the Stage would be the same as a method or 

another non-method block.
 2. The band that first includes a new non-method block in a peal complying with Parts A to D of the Decision on Peal 

Ringing, shall name the non-method block and publish it in The Ringing World, subject to B.1 above, and to the power of 
the Council to change the name or leave it unnamed if it considers it necessary.”

 2. That Decision (E) be renamed to become the Decision on Methods rather than Methods and Calls and that the following 
changes be made:
 a) Delete (E)A.2 and (E)A.3;
 b) Move the contents of (E)A.3 to become (J)A.4;
 c) Re-label (E)A.1(a) up to and including (E)A.1(g) to become (E)A.1 to (E)A.7, and re-label (E)A.1(e) i) up to and including 

(E)A.1(e) iv) to become (E)A.5(a) to (E)A.5(d);
 d) Amend (E)D.2(g) to say “A method may not be given a name if the title excluding the Stage would be the same as a 

method in a different type or class, or a non-method block.”

 3. That a new Decision (J) Calls be added.
 This shall contain the contents of the former (E)A.3 as its (J)A.4, and shall also contain the following:
  “A. Definitions and Requirements

 1. A call is a modification made to the changes that would otherwise occur while ringing a method or non-method block. 
It is not part of the definition of the method or non-method block.

 2. A call in a method may be effected in one of the following ways:
    (a) by altering the places made between two or more consecutive rows without altering the length of a lead;
    (b) by omitting consecutive changes, altering the length of a lead.
 3. A call in a non-method block is effected by altering the places made between the last two rows without altering the 

length of the block.”

 4. That Decision (D) Peal Ringing be amended as follows:
 a) Add the words “or non-method block” to Decision (D)A.9 so that it becomes “No error in calling shall be corrected later 

than during the change at which the call or change of method or non-method block would properly take effect.”
 b) Delete the references to calls from Decision (D)A.11 so that it becomes “The methods used in all peals shall conform to 

the Definitions and Requirements given in Part A of the Decisions on Methods”
 c) Add a new Decision (D)A.13: “The non-method blocks used in all peals shall conform to the Definitions and Requirements 

given in Part A of the Decision on Non-method Blocks.”
 d) Add a new Decision (D)A.14: “The calls used in all peals shall conform to the Definitions and Requirements given in Part 

A of the Decision on Calls.”
 e) Append the following sentence to the first paragraph of (D)D: “Records using non-method blocks shall be kept 

separately.”
 Proposed on behalf of the Methods Committee by Peter Niblett (Winchester & Portsmouth Diocesan Guild), seconded by Robin 

Woolley (Southwell & Nottingham Diocesan Guild).

(E) That the sentence “There shall be more working bells than hunt bells.” be deleted from Decision (E)A.1(d) [(E)A.4 if motion (D) 
is passed] so that it becomes:

 “Bells that are in the same position at each lead-head in a course are known as hunt bells. Bells that are not in the same position 
at each lead-head in a course are known as working bells.”

 Proposed on behalf of the Methods Committee by Peter Niblett (Winchester & Portsmouth Diocesan Guild), seconded by 
Stephen Jones (St Martin’s Guild for the Diocese of Birmingham).
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16. Change Ringing for the Future.

17. To receive, discuss and if thought fit to adopt the reports of the following Committees; and to pass such resolutions as may be 
necessary on matters arising from the reports. In all cases one-third of the present members retire and are eligible for re-election 
if still members of the Council.

 The appointment of the Steward of the Library will be taken after the presentation of the Library Committee report. Alan Glover 
is proposed by Jenny Lawrence (Hereford Diocesan Guild) and seconded by Ian Self (Truro Diocesan Guild).

 (a) Administrative (p.441):
 Phillip Barnes will no longer be a Council member. Peter Wilkinson has become an ex-officio member. Anthony Lovell-Wood 

and Tony Smith retire. There are 4 vacancies.
 (b) Library (p.442):
 Paul Johnson and Ian Self retire. There are 2 vacancies.
 (c) Methods (p.443):
 Henry Coggill, Richard Edwards and Philip Saddleton will no longer be members of Council. There are 3 vacancies.
 (d) Peal Records (p.444):
 Alan Baldock will no longer be a Council member. Adam Crocker and Philip Larter retire. Philip Larter is not seeking re-election. 

There are 4 vacancies.
 (e) Public Relations (p.447):
 Nick Jones and Emma St John Smith will no longer be members of Council. James Forster and Helen Udal retire. There are 4 

vacancies.
 (f) Publications (p.451):
 Michael Hansford and Jan Wyatt retire. There are 2 vacancies.
 (g) Redundant Bells (p.452):
 Julian Newman and Helen Webb retire. There are 2 vacancies.
 (h) Ringing Centres (p.452):
 Philip Bailey, Roger Booth and Norman Mattingley retire. There are 4 vacancies.
 (i) Ringing Trends (p.453):
 Veronica Downing (co-opted), Stephen Elwell-Sutton, Guy Morton and Sue Morton retire. Stephen Elwell-Sutton, Guy Morton 

and Sue Morton are not seeking re-election. There are 3 vacancies.
 (j) Towers & Belfries (p.453):
 Michael Banks and Peter Bennett will no longer be members of Council. Tim Collins and David Kirkcaldy retire. There are 4 

vacancies.
 (k) Tower Stewardship (p.454):
 David Burgess will no longer be a Council member. James Smith retires. There are 2 vacancies.
 (l) Bell Restoration (p.455):
 Frank Beech and Robin Shipp will no longer be members of Council. Pat Albon and Peter Kirby retire. There are 3 vacancies.
 (m) Biographies (p.456):
 Henry Coggill and Wendy Graham will no longer be members of Council. Bill Butler and David Willis retire. Bill Butler is not 

seeking re-election. There are 4 vacancies.
 (n) Compositions (p.457):
 Mike Hopkins Till will no longer be a Council member. Philip Larter retires and is not seeking re-election. There are 2 vacancies.
 (o) Education (p.457):
 Peter Dale will no longer be a Council member. James Blackburn, Deborah Thorley and Duncan Walker retire. Deborah Thorley 

is not seeking re-election. There are 4 vacancies.
 (p) Information and Communications Technology (p.458):
 Mike Chester and Peter Trotman retire. Mike Chester is not seeking re-election. There are 2 vacancies.

18. (a) Report of the Stewards of the Carter Ringing Machine Collection (p.458).
 (b) Appointment of Stewards for 2014 - 2017: Bill Purvis is proposed by George Dawson and seconded by Andrew Mills; James 

Blackburn is proposed by George Dawson and seconded by Andrew Mills.

19. (a) Report of the Steward of the Rolls of Honour (p.458).
 (b) Appointment of Steward for 2014 - 2017: Alan Regin is proposed by Ian Oram and seconded by Margaret Oram.

20. (a) Report of the Stewards of the Dove Database (p.458).
 (b) Appointment of Stewards for 2014 - 2017: John Baldwin is proposed by Philip Green and seconded by Tim Jackson; Tim 

Jackson is proposed by John Couperthwaite and seconded by Philip Green.

21. Central Council Rescue Fund for Redundant Bells (registered charity no. 278816) (p.459):
  Report and Accounts.

22. Future meetings.

23. Any other business.

MARy BONE
Hon Secretary
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Appendix A
Corrections to the Minutes of the 2013 
Annual Meeting:
p.435:
(i) Minute 14(o), first paragraph: change to 
‘Richard Allton, seconding, added that it was 
hoped to publish the collection of handbell 
compositions which Roger Bailey had been 
collating’;
(ii) Minute 14(p), last paragraph: correct 
spelling to ‘Geoff’;
(iii) renumber Report of the Stewards of the 
Carter Ringing Machine Collection and 
subsequent items to 15 - 20;
(iv) Stewards of the Dove Database: change 
sentence to read ‘John stated that he could 
well not seek re-election in 2014’.

Appendix B
Additional Member Nominations – 
Supporting Statements
Alan Baldock
Alan Baldock has been a representative 
member of the Council for the Sussex County 
Association since 1978 and a member of the 
Peal Records Committee since 2008. For the 
majority of those six years he has been 
responsible for the maintenance of the pre-
1990 peal records on the Felstead database, 
which is time consuming and detailed work 
often requiring research before an amendment 
or addition to the data can be made.
Alan’s work is much valued by the Committee 
and, whilst several hundred additions and 
corrections have already been made to the 
database, there still remains much to be done. 
He has also been contributing to the work of 
the Committee by helping to establish a record 
of compositions used for first peals in methods. 
Alan would welcome the opportunity to 
continue with both of these areas of work on 
behalf of the Council.
Proposed by Ian Oram
Seconded by Andrew Barnsdale
Peter Trotman
Peter has been the CCCBR webmaster since 
early in 2000. Since then he has undertaken the 
majority of the maintenance and extension of 
the website and thereby acquired significant 
technical knowledge and experience. In 
addition, he has given a significant amount of 
his time to give ICT specific advice and support 
to help with the work that has been undertaken 
by several of the Council’s Officers and 
Committees.
The ICT Committee needs Peter’s knowledge 
and expertise in the short term to continue to 
maintain the current website. In the medium 
term he will work with the other members of 
the committee to migrate the website to the 
Joomla! content management system, 
making it easier to maintain and eventually 
allowing content owners to maintain some or 
all of their own webpages. This will also 
lessen the Council’s heavy dependence on 
him alone.
To summarise: Peter is a very active Additional 
Member of Council and I therefore nominate 
him for another 3-year term.
Proposed by Michael Chester
Seconded by Stuart Piper

David Willis
David was elected at the instigation of John 
Harrison and the Biographies Committee, after 
he expressed an interest in helping with their 
work. Due to the competition within the Guild 
of Devonshire Ringers, David has not yet been 

able to secure election to Council as a 
representative member. He has however 
enjoyed his work for the Biographies 
Committee during the past three years and 
both he and they would like to continue this 
useful co-operation.
David has found all sorts of ways of seeking 
out biographical information, and continuously 
bombards me with questions on past members 
of Council and their activities. This shows a 
deep interest in the subject and a keenness to 
help with the work and I commend him to the 
Council. With this I formally propose the 
re-election of David Willis as an Additional 
Member of Council.
Proposed by James Clarke
It would give me great pleasure to second 
James Clarke’s proposal for David Willis to be 
re-elected as an Additional Member of the 
Council. David has worked diligently and 
enthusiastically for the Biographies Committee 
since he was first elected three years ago. He 
has been able to provide many of the details 
that were required about various past Council 
members. He has been a very valuable hard-
working member of the Biographies Committee 
and the Committee would be the poorer 
without his input.
Seconded by Pat Halls

Alan Frost
Alan has served the Towers & Belfries 
Committee for many years, so long in fact that 
we don’t know how many, and Alan is too 
modest to remind us. His long membership of 
this Committee has been marked by his 
professionalism, his expertise and his stature 
as a widely known and respected bells advisor 
of three Diocesan Advisory Committees, as 
well as being a well respected bell ringer.
Alan has headed up the production of several 
publications on behalf of the Committee and 
the respect in which it is held is in no small 
measure due to his hard work, wise counsel 
and constant encouragement.
The Committee hope that Alan will feel able to 
continue his membership for many years yet, 
as, quite frankly, we don’t know what we would 
do without him.
Proposed by James Clarke
Alan is a great strength to the Towers & Belfries 
Committee. He has wide experience in all 
aspects of bells and their hanging, and brings 
to this his professional expertise as a highly-
respected Church Architect in understanding 
the behaviour of towers under bell-imparted 
loadings. Alan has been part of this Committee 
since I joined it nearly 20 years ago. He has 
never failed to support the Committee in all 
possible ways. I cannot envisage the Towers & 
Belfries without him!
Please vote to admit Alan Frost as an Additional 
Member. Not only would the Towers & Belfries 
Committee be poorer without him, but the 
Council as a whole, too.
Seconded by Chris Povey

Elva Ainsworth
We propose that Elva Ainsworth be re-elected 
an Additional Member of the Council to 
progress and facilitate further the Council’s 
mission “Change Ringing for the Future”.
The aim of this mission is to encourage:

 z A fresh generation of younger ringers with 
enthusiasm and ideas

 z A healthy age and leadership profile for the 
ringing exercise

 z A better trained teaching base in the country 
and resource for the future

 z A new and updated image for ringing.
Elva is Managing Director of Talent Innovations 
Limited, a market leading specialist in human 

resources and people development solutions 
based in Kings Langley, Herts. Elva has 
operated internationally as a Business 
Psychologist over the last 15 years. She comes 
from a well-known ringing family, and has 
been a member of the University of Bristol 
Society (where she was Master) and the 
Society of Royal Cumberland youths for some 
30 years. She brings a wide knowledge of 
ringing and ringers to the project, as well as 
her professional expertise.
Elva has been actively involved in this initiative 
by contributing to the Task Force over the last 
three years and co-leading the Regional 
Forums that are now rolling out across the 
country over 2013/14.
She is currently chairman of the CCCBR Ringing 
Trends Committee.
Proposed by Andrew Wilby
Seconded by Michael Church

Adrian Semken
Adrian was elected as an Additional Member 
three years ago at the instigation of the Towers 
& Belfries Committee, after losing his 
representative membership status. The 
Committee were anxious to retain his expertise 
and active membership for the furtherance of 
its work. 
Adrian has continued this commitment and is 
a much valued member, having produced the 
very useful series for The Ringing World: 
“When did you last do it?” Adrian has also 
participated in a number of training days 
during this time, and all in spite of a spell of 
serious illness. In addition he has spearheaded 
the draft of the Committee’s forthcoming 
Maintenance Manual.
Proposed by James Clarke
I am pleased to second this proposal and fully 
endorse James’ comments.
The decision by the Towers & Belfries 
Committee to propose Adrian Semken as an 
Additional Member three years ago is just as 
valid now as then, as Adrian is a very valued 
member of the team. He has worked very 
hard and very effectively for the Committee, 
despite the serious illness that afflicted  
him for a significant period. The Committee 
needs Adrian and I ask you to vote for his 
re-election!
Seconded by Chris Povey

Mark Ainsworth
We propose that Mark Ainsworth be elected an 
Additional Member of the Council to progress 
and facilitate further the Council’s mission to 
deliver value and support for “Change Ringing 
for the Future”.
Really understanding the motivations, 
demographics and trends of ringers and lapsed 
ringers will be key to guiding Council strategy.
Mark has a first class degree in Experimental 
Psychology from Oxford University and an 
MSc in Operational Research. He has delivered 
sophisticated analytical insights and tools for 
BA, the McLaren F1 team, Tesco and now as 
Global Head of Retail at Telefonica Smart Steps, 
and he has extensive experience in statistical 
analysis of complex data.
He comes from a well-known ringing family, 
and has been a member of the Oxford 
University Society (where he was Master) and 
the Ancient Society of College youths for some 
15 years. He brings a wide knowledge of 
ringing and ringers to the project, as well as his 
professional expertise.
Mark currently contributes to the CCCBR Trends 
Committee as a consultant. His expertise will 
be of high value for large-scale surveys and 
trend analysis.
Proposed by Andrew Wilby
Seconded by Michael Church
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Present
Life Members: John Baldwin,  

William Butler, Andrew Stubbs, David Thorne.
Additional Members: Elva Ainsworth, 

Stella Bianco, Roger Booth, Robert Cooles, 
Alan Frost, Robert Lewis, Peter Trotman,  
Jane Wilkinson, David Willis.

Ex-officio: Mary Bone, Nigel Herriott,  
Tim Jackson, Alan Regin, Robin Walker.

Ancient Society of College Youths: Richard 
Allton, Philip Saddleton, Andrew Wilby.

Australian & New Zealand Assn: 
Christopher O’Mahony, James Smith, 
Matthew Sorell*.

Barrow & District Society: Barry Peachey#.
Bath & Wells Dio. Assn: Roland 

Backhurst, Jay Bunyan, Michael Hansford, 
Matthew Higby, Richard Newman.

Bedfordshire Assn: Patrick Albon,  
Richard Horne.

Beverley & District Society:  
James Blackburn.

Cambridge Univ. Guild: David Richards*, 
Robin Shipp.

Carlisle Dio. Guild: Wendy Graham, 
Duncan Walker.

Chester Dio. Guild: Pam Thomson,  
Peter Wilkinson, Stefan Zientek.

Coventry Dio. Guild: Michael Chester, 
Mike Dew, Christopher Idle, Christopher Mew.

Derby Dio. Assn: Mike Banks, Patricia 
Halls, Gill Hughes, emma Humphrey.

Devon Assn: Robert Brown.
Devonshire Guild: Leslie Boyce,  

James Clarke, Lynne Hughes, Ian Smith.
Dorset County Assn: Timothy Collins.
Durham & Newcastle Dio. Assn:  

Howard Smith, Barbara Wheeler.
Durham Univ. Society: Michael Williams.
East Grinstead & District Guild:  

Kate Desbottes.
Ely Dio. Assn: Philip Bailey,  

George Bonham, Brian Hullah, Paul Seaman.
Essex Assn: John Armstrong, Fred Bone, 

Wendy Godden, Brian Meads, Stephen Nash.
Four Shires Guild: Keith Murphy, 

Christopher Povey.
Gloucester & Bristol Dio. Assn: Derek 

Harbottle, Patrick Hickey, Angela Newing, 
John Nicholls.

Guildford Dio. Guild: John Couperthwaite, 
Beryl Norris, Christopher Rogers.

Hereford Dio. Guild: John Croxton,  
Jenny Lawrence, Jane Mason.

Hertford County Assn: Geoff Horritt, 
Margaret Horritt, Guy Morton, Sue Morton.

Irish Assn: Colin Holliday, June Kelly, 
Julia Lysaght.

Kent County Assn: Phillip Barnes,  
Peter Dale, Richard Edwards, Philip Larter, 
Catherine Lewis.

Ladies Guild:  Carolyn Dawson,  
Helen Webb, Jan Wyatt.

Lancashire Assn:  Ernie de Legh-Runciman, 
Beth Ingham.

Leeds University Society: Adam Crocker.

Leicester Dio. Guild: Carol Franklin, 
Andrew Preston, John Thompson,  
Winifred Warwick.

Lichfield & Walsall Archd. Society:  
Stuart Hutchieson, John Mulvey, Clive Smith.

Lincoln Dio. Guild: Sue Faull, Philip Green, 
Robin Heppenstall, Judith Rogers.

Liverpool Univ. Society: Richard Andrew.
Llandaff & Monmouth Dio. Assn:  

Peter Bennett, Nicholas Jones, Pip Penney.
Middlesex County Assn. & London Dio. 

Guild: Frank Blagrove, Linda Foddering*, 
Peter Kemp, Helen Udal.

National Police Guild: William Dowse.
North American Guild: Bruce Butler, 

Beverly Faber, Anthony Furnivall,  
George Williams.

North Staffordshire Assn: Frank Beech, 
Jennifer Beech.

North Wales Assn: Antony Diserens, 
Gregory Morris.

Norwich Dio. Assn: Peter Adcock,  
Jenny Brunger*, Michael Clements,  
Michael Hodgkinson.

Oxford Dio. Guild:  Ken Davenport, John 
Harrison, Lucy Hopkins Till*, Timothy Pett.

Oxford Society: Bernard Stone.
Oxford Univ. Society: Mark Bell.
Peterborough Dio. Guild: Hilary Aslett, 

Alan Chantler, Jane Sibson, David Westerman.
St Martin’s Guild: Stephen Jones.
Salisbury Dio. Guild: Andrew Howes, 

Anthony Lovell-Wood, Julian Newman, 
Andrew Nicholson, Robert Purnell.

Scottish Assn: Stephen elwell-Sutton, 
Michael Neale.

Shropshire Assn: Sue Buckingham,  
Alan Glover.

Society of Royal Cumberland Youths: John 
Barnes, Ben Duke, Ian Oram, Derek Sibson.

Society of Sherwood Youths:  
Peter Hawcock.

South African Guild: Derek Carr.
Southwell and Nottingham Dio. Guild: 

George Dawson, Andrew Mills, Mary Stephens, 
Robin Woolley.

Suffolk Guild: Veronica Downing, Alan 
McBurnie, Stephen Pettman, David Salter.

Surrey Assn: Jeremy Cheesman,  
Kate Flavell, Paul Flavell, Richard Wallis.

Sussex County Assn: Alan Baldock, 
Andrew Barnsdale, Diana Day,  
David Kirkcaldy, Margaret Oram.

Swansea & Brecon Dio. Guild:  
Paul Johnson.

Truro Dio. Guild: Norman Mattingley, 
Robert Perry, Ian Self.

Univ. Bristol Society: Chris Darvill,  
Robert Wood.

Veronese Assn: David Roskelly.
Winchester & Portsmouth Dio. Guild: 

Michael Church, Michael Hopkins Till,  
Peter Niblett, Anthony Smith.

Worcestershire & Districts Assn:   
Alison Hodge, Stewart Holbeche, Stuart Piper, 
Alan Roberts.

Yorkshire Assn: Barrie Dove, Peter Kirby, 
Deborah Thorley, Susan Welch.

Birmingham University Society, the east 
Derbys and West Notts Association, the St 
David’s Diocesan Guild and the University of 
London Society were not represented.

The Chair was taken by the President, Kate 
Flavell.

1. Opening Prayer
The Revd Phillip Jones welcomed the 

Council to the United Reformed Church and 
led members in prayer.

2. Report as to membership and 
subscriptions

The Hon Secretary, Mary Bone, reported that 
65 societies were affiliated to the Council with 
197 representatives; there were three vacancies. 
There were 4 Life Members, 10 Additional 
Members and 7 ex-officio Members. One 
subscription was outstanding from Birmingham 
University Society.

3. Application to affiliate
The Hon Secretary reported that documentation 

had been received from the Barrow & District 
Society, confirming that the Guild met the 
requirements of Rule 4 (ii). The application was 
reviewed by the Administrative Committee, 
which recommended affiliation. Fred Bone 
proposed, seconded by Helen Webb, that a paper 
ballot be held; the motion was put to the meeting 
and lost. Andrew Mills queried the number of 
members as many were not locally active; the 
President responded that it was not for the 
Council to regulate the membership rules of 
individual societies. The application was then 
approved by majority and the President declared 
the Society affiliated. Barry Peachey took his 
seat as a representative member.

4. Welcome to new members
The President gave a warm welcome to new 

and returning members (indicated by * and # 
respectively in the list of those present). She 
additionally noted that 2013 was the 50th 
anniversary of Derek Sibson joining the 
Council and that this was his 50th meeting 
(applause).

5. Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Bill 

Purvis (ex-officio), Adrian Semken (Additional 
Member), Sue Silver (Bedfordshire Assn), John 
Atkinson (Beverley & District Society), Louis 
Suggett (Birmingham University Society), 
Michael Orme (Chester DG), Yvonne Cairns 
(Durham & Newcastle DA), Anne Anthony 
(Guildford DG), David Burgess and Alison 
Holliday (Lancashire Assn), Alan Bentley and 
Bobbie May (Oxford DG), Claire Bell (Oxford 
Society), Rupert Littlewood (University of 
London Society), eles Belfontali (Veronese 
Assn), Mike Winterbourne (Winchester & 
Portsmouth DG) and Brian Sanders (Yorkshire 
Assn). Further apologies were presented from 
Alan Berry (ex-officio), Colin Aked (east 
Derbys and West Notts Assn), Laith Reynolds 
(Australian and New Zealand Assn), William 
Nash (Gloucester & Bristol DA) and Mary 
Jones (Truro DG).

The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Minutes of the Third Session of the 41st Council (116th Annual Meeting), 
held in the United Reformed Church, Portsmouth Road, Guildford,  
on Monday 27th May 2013, at 9.30 am.
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Education Fund accounts had been examined 
after the meeting papers were prepared and a 
replacement report had now been issued by 
the Independent examiners. The net movement 
of funds for 2012 was a positive figure of 
£9,480. The General Fund ended with a small 
surplus of £815. This resulted from receipt of 
a further grant from the PRS Foundation re the 
New Music 20x12 project. Other than this, 
expenditure was slightly greater than income 
for the year. The income benefited from the 
increase of the affiliation subscription to £25 
per representative approved in 2011 and 
interest was increased by placing some funds 
on fixed term bank deposits. However, 
committee expenses increased by £500 to 
£4,200, though the cost of the Council Meeting 
was held at just over £2,100. The education 
Courses Fund showed a small surplus of £461 
which mainly related to further income from 
the Wellesbourne conference in November 
2011. The Bell Restoration Fund showed an 
inflow of funds of £1,275. Five of the grants 
awarded in 2010 were paid for a total of 
£6,000, leaving only three unpaid. The total of 
the donations held for the Christchurch 
Cathedral NZ restoration appeal is £10,112. 
Two grants were awarded from the Fred 
Dukes International Bell Fund: £300 to 
Adelaide and £1,000 to Naremburn; three 
grants were paid. The Publications Fund 
showed a surplus of £9,411 resulting from 
sales of the new 10th edition of Dove’s Guide 
and further sales of The New Ringer’s Book. 
The fund now stood at nearly £34,000. The 
Library Fund showed a small outflow of funds 
of £499. Subscriptions from Friends of the 
Library were just over £2,000 but sales were 
less than the previous year at £1,746. 
Maintenance of the library included binding 
of £1,340 and books purchased of £274.

Turning to 2013, the Hon Treasurer informed 
members that deposits would continue to be 
reviewed to gain additional interest. However, 
funds would be needed for the 2014 Roadshow 
and to pay grants awarded. Affiliation 
subscriptions remained at £25 per member and, 
in line with the discussions at the  Hereford 
council meeting, the Administrative Committee 
reviewed the level of the subscription at its 
meeting in March 2013 and proposed an 
increase for 2014. Derek concluded by 
announcing that, having served for nine years, 
he would not seek re-election at the 2014 
annual meeting.

The Hon Treasurer formally proposed the 
adoption of the Accounts; the Hon Secretary 
seconded.  

Michael Church pointed out that the 
Independent Examiners’ report referred to the 
1993 Charities Act which had now been 
replaced by the 2011 Act. The Hon Treasurer 
agreed that the officers would examine this 
urgently with a view to producing a correct 
report. Frank Beech queried if committee 
expenses could be donated back to the Council 
using Gift Aid. The President stated that this 
was included in the Guidance on committee 
expenses and the Hon Treasurer confirmed that 
payments do have to be made in order to 
qualify for Gift Aid. Angela Newing thanked 
Derek for his work as Treasurer.

Adoption of the accounts was agreed.

11. Election of Additional Members
Three Additional Members would complete 

their three-year term at the end of the 
meeting. The following advance nominations, 
duly proposed and seconded, had been 
received: Stella Bianco, Roger Booth and 
Robert Cooles. After a ballot these candidates 
were declared elected. eight vacancies 
remained unfilled.

12. Motions
(A) Increase in Subscription
The Hon Treasurer proposed on behalf of the 

Administrative Committee:
That the subscription be increased to £30 per 

representative member from 1st January 2014.
The Hon Treasurer referred to the 

explanatory note included on the Agenda, 
noting that the costs of the annual meeting 
and of conducting Council business had 
continued to rise since the last increase in the 
subscription in 2012. The Hon Secretary 
seconded.

Chris Rogers accepted the need for an 
increase in the affiliation fee but asked the 
Council and officers to consider a fee based on 
the number of members in each affiliated 
society rather than the number of representatives. 
Derek Harbottle replied that the Administrative 
Committee had established a small working 
group to examine both this issue and Council 
finances in general.

The motion was put to the vote and carried 
by majority.

(B) Terms of Reference of the Ringing 
Trends Committee

Alison Hodge proposed on behalf of the 
Ringing Trends Committee:

That Rule 16(xv) (Terms of Reference of the 
Ringing Trends Committee) be replaced by the 
following:

“To identify, evaluate and record trends of 
relevance to church bell ringing for the purposes 
of guiding Council policy.”

Alison explained the slight difference from 
the current Terms of Reference which would 
give the Committee a broader remit. elva 
Ainsworth seconded.

The motion was put to the vote and carried 
nem con.

(C)  Terms of Reference of the 
Compositions Committee

On behalf of the Compositions Committee, 
Paul Flavell proposed:

That Rule 16 (vi) (Terms of Reference of the 
Compositions Committee) be replaced by the 
following:

“To promote the art of composition and to 
encourage aspiring composers; to encourage 
innovative ideas in composition and facilitate 
publication of articles and reviews promoting 
the art of composition; to maintain an on-line 
representative collection of peal and quarter 
peal compositions and prepare for publication 
such collections as the Council shall direct; to 
select, check and prepare relevant articles for 
publication in The Ringing World.”

Paul informed members that these Terms of 
Reference would focus the Committee’s work 
on encouraging the art of composition, new 
composers and innovative ideas. Richard 
Allton seconded.

6. Loss of members through death
Members stood in silence as the Hon Secretary 

read the names of the following members and 
former members who had died since the last 
meeting: Vanora Hereward (Dorset CA 2008-
2011); Anthony Davidson (Truro DG 1963-
1975); Doris Colgate (Ladies Guild 1953-1983, 
Life member 1983-2012); eric Brunger 
(Norwich DA 2011-2012); Jean Kelly (Ladies 
Guild 1999-2002, Lancashire Assn 2004-2008); 
Roger Bailey (Middlesex CA and London DG 
1989-2013); Arthur (Bill) Berry (Worcestershire 
& Districts Assn 1972-1984); Howard 
egglestone (Suffolk Guild 1966-1978, Hon 
member 1978-1984, Oxford DG 1984-1993, 
Life member 1993-2013); J Barry Pickup 
(Norwich DA 1978-1984); Betty Robbins (née 
Spice) (Oxford University Society 1948-1950); 
Dr Jean Weddell (London CA 1974-1981); 
Ronald Warford (Durham & Newcastle DA 
1993-2013); Roger Green (Leeds University 
Society 1973-1974 and 2009-2011); Tudor 
edwards (University of Bristol Society 1960-
1975). Robert Perry led members in prayer.

7. Minutes of the 2012 Annual 
Meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th June 
2012 had been published in The Ringing World 
of 31 August 2012. The President noted a 
correction to item 14 (o), line 2, which should 
refer to the ICT Committee.

After this correction was made, the Minutes 
were approved and signed by the President.

The President drew attention to the Appendix 
to the Report of the Administrative Committee 
and reminded members to declare any interest 
in the bell-related trade to the Hon Secretary 
and to declare any relevant interest before 
speaking at the meeting or proposing a 
candidate for election. She asked members to 
notify matters of any other business to the Hon 
Secretary during the lunch break. The President 
also asked members to remember that all 
members are volunteers and should be treated 
with respect and courtesy.

8. Matters arising from the 
Minutes not covered elsewhere 
on the agenda

No member wished to raise any matter.

9. Annual Report of the Council
(RW 26th April 2013, p431)
The Hon Secretary noted that, since the 

preparation of the report, one member had died, 
one member had resigned and two vacancies 
had been filled. The figures in paragraph 4 
remained the same.

Adoption of the report was then proposed by 
the Hon Secretary, seconded by the Vice-
President, Chris Mew, and agreed. The 
President thanked Richard Wallis for his service 
to the Council as one of its independent 
examiners since 2002.

10. Accounts for 2012
(RW 26th April 2013, pp431-434)
In presenting the Accounts, the Hon 

Treasurer, Derek Harbottle, stated that the 
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The motion was put to the vote and carried 
nem con.

(D) Terms of Reference of the Ringing 
Centres Committee

Roger Booth proposed on behalf of the 
Ringing Centres Committee:

That Rule 16 (xiv) (Terms of Reference of 
the Ringing Centres Committee) be replaced by 
the following:

“To promote, support and provide 
information, and appropriate recognition to all 
groupings where two or more bands work 
together to recruit and train ringers, and to 
encourage more local bands to do likewise. 
Such groupings to include Ringing Centres, 
Teaching Centres, ART Centres and young 
ringers’ groups.”

Roger referred to the background paper 
circulated with the meeting papers and 
explained that the revised Terms of Reference 
would enable the Committee to be more flexible 
in its work, particularly in providing support 
and advice to young ringers. Norman 
Mattingley seconded the proposal.

Chris Rogers, John Harrison and others urged 
the Committee to examine its rôle vis à vis that 
of the Education Committee and explore the 
possibility of a merger of the committees. Roger 
and Norman responded that, although the work 
and membership of the committees overlapped, 
each committee currently had a different focus; 
a merger remained a possibility in future.  
Alan Frost reminded members that part of the 
original remit of the Committee had been to 
promote ringing to the public and this should not 
be forgotten. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried 
by majority.

(E) Amendment of Decision (D) D
On behalf of the Methods Committee, Peter 

Niblett proposed:
That the second paragraph of Decision (D)D 

be amended to remove the sentence “Any such 
performance not rung in full compliance with 
these conditions shall not be published in The 
Ringing World”.

Peter referred to the background to this 
motion: the record handbell performances of 
Cambridge S Major and Cambridge S Minor 
rung on 15 June 2012, reported in The Ringing 
World of 13 July, and his own subsequent 
letter published in the issue of 27 July (p766). 
This part of the Decision had last been revised 
in 1969 and it was no longer appropriate for 
the Decisions to attempt to suppress 
publication or dictate The Ringing World’s 
editorial policy. The effect of the change 
would merely mean that future such 
performances could be reported normally as 
peals in The Ringing World. Richard Allton 
seconded. Andrew Mills queried if the change 
would mean that simulator peals or peals on 1, 
2 or 3 bells would now be published? Nigel 
Herriott, supported by David Thorne, endorsed 
the rôle of the editor in deciding whether to 
publish or not. In response to a question from 
David Willis, Peter Niblett affirmed that peals 
are merely recorded as compliant or not with 
the Decisions; there is no question of 
acceptance or not. This statement was 
supported by Tony Smith, who emphasised 
the rôle of The Ringing World as the journal of 
record of the exercise. After further questions 

on the publication of peals, Phillip Barnes, 
seconded by Robin Walker, moved that the 
motion be put to the vote. This proposal was 
carried. The motion was then put to the vote 
and carried nem con.

13. Change Ringing for the Future
The President reminded members that the 

report of the recruitment and training forum 
had been circulated with further papers 
available on the website and invited the Vice-
President to speak. Chris Mew noted that the 
forum was originally established after the 
Wellesbourne conference to co-ordinate work 
on recruitment and training. The forum had 
conducted wide-ranging debates and the 
diverse views expressed were in the report, as 
well as in the results of the questionnaire sent 
to all ringing societies in autumn 2012. 
Improvements to the work of the Council had 
been included in the debates. Chris listed the 
key issues for the future as engagement, 
communication and finance. He elaborated on 
the need to engage ringers at a local level, to 
listen to their concerns and expectations, to 
inform them of the services already available, 
to remove misunderstandings about the 
Integrated Teacher Training Scheme and the 
Ringing Foundation and to change the 
grassroots culture of ringers, particularly on 
financial matters. The report proposed a series 
of regional meetings to be held in different 
venues across the country to address these 
issues. elva Ainsworth spoke on the need for a 
new communications strategy encompassing 
internal communications within the Council as 
well as external communications with and 
between ringers, potential learners and the 
wider public. It was important to use modern 
means such as texts and webinars when 
engaging with younger ringers. The strategy 
should enable ringers to control their image. 
Chris Mew referred to the debate on finance at 
the Ringing Foundation meeting, mentioning in 
particular the Sussex County Association’s 
pledge of £8k to promote ringing centres and 
the use of simulators. He queried if other guilds 
were in a position to make such provision for 
future training, given the prevalent low 
subscription rates. Ringers would be willing to 
fund central activities if these showed local 
benefit. Activities such as public relations, 
branding and marketing needed to be properly 
costed and engagement was central to a change 
of culture and a long-term programme of work. 
Chris spoke further on communications within 
the Council, overlap amongst the work of the 
various committees and the need to re-visit 
previous proposals for administrative reform. 
Chris trusted that local societies would work 
together and with the Council to organise and 
host the proposed regional meetings; the initial 
suggested venues were Manchester, 
Birmingham, London, Cardiff, Nottingham, 
Newcastle, Norwich and exeter.

A number of comments were made in 
response: that the results of any initiatives 
should be formally measured; that many 
societies did not have contact details for their 
members and that a census of individual 
ringers, both within the UK and internationally, 
might prove useful; that the proposed venues 
were still too remote for some guilds to attend 

easily; that call change ringers should not feel 
excluded; that Facebook and Twitter should 
be used instead of email; that the regional 
meetings could be webcast to increase 
outreach; that most ringers lived in the south 
of england and meeting venues should reflect 
this; and that all Council members should 
already be working to improve and promote 
ringing. Andrew Wilby commented on the 
image of ringing and of the Council among 
ringers. There was a case for substantial 
change to reshape the Council and produce a 
new brand to target appropriate audiences. 
John Harrison added that a public relations 
advice leaflet was already available on the 
Council’s website and should be used.

Elva and Chris thanked members for their 
comments and welcomed further offers of 
assistance. The President thanked Chris Mew 
and all members of the forum for their work 
(applause).

14. Committee Reports
(The reports were published in The Ringing 

World Supplement of 26th April 2013. The 
relevant page numbers are shown against 
each report.)

The President reminded members of the 
revised layout of the ballot paper introduced 
last year and that papers would not necessarily 
be collected after each vote. The Council 
expected elections to committees and she 
asked those making nominations to explain 
the talents and abilities of the nominee clearly 
and succinctly. The President encouraged 
debate and discussion on committees’ past and 
future work.

(a) Administrative (p435)
Adoption of the report was proposed by the 

Hon Secretary, who thanked Robert Lewis and 
The Ringing World staff for their assistance in 
producing an excellent Supplement on time, 
despite the late submission of some information 
(applause). She apologised for an error: the 
reference in the first paragraph should be to 
rule 15 (i). She drew attention to the forthcoming 
meeting with English Heritage and the Church 
Buildings Council and noted the savings in 
administrative costs made by only circulating 
printed sets of meeting papers in advance to 
those members without email. Chris Mew 
seconded. Robert Perry suggested that an 
independent examiner appointed in mid-term 
for the remainder of the triennium should stand 
for election at the next annual meeting 
following their appointment; the President 
agreed that the current rule would be re-
examined. The report was then adopted.

Michael Church, Alan Frost, Angela Newing 
and Derek Sibson retired. The following 4 
members were proposed, seconded and elected 
to fill the 4 vacancies on the Committee: 
Michael Church, Angela Newing, Derek Sibson 
and Helen Udal. Alan Frost withdrew his 
nomination.

(b) Information and Communications 
Technology (pp435-436)

Adoption of the report was proposed by 
Mike Chester. Peter Trotman seconded and 
adoption of the report was agreed.

Stephen Nash retired. Leigh Simpson was no 
longer a member of Council. The following 2 
members were proposed, seconded and elected 
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to fill the 2 vacancies on the Committee: 
Stephen Nash and David Richards.

(c) Library (p436)
Proposing adoption of the report, Stella 

Bianco regretted that the second volume of the 
Ringing World DVD for 1941-1970 was not 
yet available. Both the DVD and the next 
volume of newspaper extracts Order and 
Disorder in the early Nineteenth Century. 
1800-1829 should be published this year. Alan 
Glover seconded and adoption of the report 
was then agreed.

Stella Bianco and Gregory Morris retired. 
Three candidates were proposed and seconded 
to fill the 2 vacancies on the Committee. After 
a ballot the following were declared elected: 
Stella Bianco and Linda Foddering. The 
unsuccessful candidate was Gregory Morris.

(d) Methods (p436)
Adoption of the report was proposed by 

Peter Niblett and seconded by Philip Saddleton. 
Mark Bell asked the Committee to review the 
non-compliant peal rung in Cambridge on 22 
November. Peter Niblett replied that this was 
already being considered; however, one of the 
methods rung was false in the plain course. 
Tony Smith urged the Committee to be cautious 
in proposing changes to the Decisions while 
Phillip Barnes suggested that the Decisions 
should allow innovation. This view was 
supported by John Harrison. Adoption of the 
report was then agreed.

Peter Niblett and Robin Woolley retired. 
There were 2 vacancies on the Committee: the 
following 2 members were proposed, seconded 
and elected: Peter Niblett and Robin Woolley.

(e) Peal Records (pp437-441)
Proposing adoption of the report, Richard 

Allton stated that the Committee’s report was 
based on the current Decisions, it included 
those peals published in The Ringing World, 
and the analysis comprised the entire report of 
both narrative text and tables. Mark Bell 
seconded. Responding to questions, Richard 
said that the Committee would consider 
including non-compliant peals in the totals, that 
the 2 handbell peals rung in Cambridge on 15 
June would be listed on the website as 
performances, and that next year’s report would 
update the 2012 totals to include any late peals. 
Adoption of the report was agreed.

Alan Baldock, Mark Bell and Derek Sibson 
retired. Richard Allton explained that the 
Committee wished to undertake further 
research on historic record peals and thus 
needed to expand. The following 4 members 
were proposed, seconded and elected to fill the 
5 vacancies on the Committee: Alan Baldock, 
Andrew Barnsdale, Mark Bell and Derek 
Sibson. One vacancy was unfilled.

(f) Public Relations (pp441-442)
Barrie Dove proposed adoption of the report 

and apologised for the omission of Emma 
Humphrey’s name from the list of committee 
members. He noted the co-option of Jackie 
Roberts as Ringing Roadshow Manager and 
publication of the promotional leaflet on the 
Council. Barrie gave members a comprehensive 
update on planning for the Roadshow on 6 
September 2014. Helen Udal seconded. Tony 
Smith pointed out that Jackie Roberts, as a non-
member of Council, had in fact been appointed 
as a consultant. elva Ainsworth queried the 

decision to produce the Council leaflet in black 
and white. The President replied that she had 
received requests for such a leaflet when urging 
members to return to their associations and 
promote the work of the Council; it had been 
decided to produce it at a low cost. Adoption of 
the report was then agreed.

Bruce Butler, Barrie Dove and William 
Dowse retired. Rupert Littlewood had resigned. 
There were 4 vacancies on the Committee: the 
following members were proposed, seconded 
and elected: Bruce Butler, ernie de Legh-
Runciman, Barrie Dove and Matthew Sorell.

The meeting adjourned for lunch at 12.26 
p.m. and resumed, after the Annual Meeting of 
The Ringing World Limited, at 2.42 p.m.

(g) Publications (pp442-443)
John Couperthwaite proposed adoption of 

the report and said that the Committee was 
actively discussing the question of online only 
publications; they expected most titles to be 
published in this format in future. Beryl Norris 
seconded. John Harrison pointed out that 
Ringing Skills had been listed as out of print in 
the online bibliography since 2011 although the 
stocklist showed that 4 copies were available 
and one had been sold in 2012. He added that 
certain publications would always be useful in 
printed editions. Matthew Sorell welcomed the 
move to more online publications and the use 
of PayPal to facilitate payments from abroad. 
John Couperthwaite noted these comments and 
stated that the Committee regularly reviewed 
the question of reprinting titles. Adoption of the 
report was agreed.

John Couperthwaite and Beryl Norris 
retired. These 2 members were proposed, 
seconded and elected to fill the 2 vacancies on 
the Committee.

(h) Redundant Bells (pp443-444)
Adoption of the report was proposed by Bob 

Cooles, who declared an interest as Company 
Secretary of John Taylor & Co. Bob referred to 
the President’s foreword (p422) and said that 
work continued on a revised code of practice 
for bells in closed or closing churches. David 
Westerman seconded and adoption of the report 
was agreed.

Robert Cooles and Robert Lewis retired. 
Three candidates were proposed and seconded 
to fill the 2 vacancies on the Committee. After 
a ballot the following were declared elected: 
Robert Cooles and Robert Wood. The 
unsuccessful candidate was Robert Lewis.

(i) Ringing Centres (p444)
Adoption of the report was proposed by 

Norman Mattingley, seconded by Philip Bailey 
and agreed.

Peter Dale and Pip Penney retired. Michael 
Clements had resigned. The following 3 
members were proposed, seconded and elected 
to fill the 3 vacancies on the Committee: Robert 
Brown, Richard Newman and Pip Penney.

(j) Ringing Trends (pp444-445)
In proposing adoption of the report, Alison 

Hodge highlighted the Committee’s work on 
particular groups of ringers, such as university 
students, and the proposed database of ringers. 
Elva Ainsworth, seconding, gave a brief 
overview of interviews with young learners on 
their views of ringing.  Adoption of the report 
was agreed.

Alison Hodge, Keith Murphy and Tim Pett 
retired. There were 3 vacancies. The following 
members were proposed, seconded and elected:  
Sue Morton and Tim Pett. One vacancy was 
unfilled. Alison Hodge, retiring chairman, was 
thanked for all her work for the Committee.

(k) Towers and Belfries (pp445-446)
Adoption of the report was proposed by James 

Clarke, seconded by Chris Povey and agreed.
Roland Backhurst, James Clarke, Alan Frost, 

Andrew Preston and Bernard Stone (co-opted) 
retired. Roland Backhurst, James Clarke, Alan 
Frost and Bernard Stone were proposed, 
seconded and elected to fill the 4 vacancies on 
the Committee.

(l)  Tower Stewardship (p446)
Christopher O’Mahony, in proposing 

adoption of the report, referred to the 
substantial reviews of Guidance Notes 1 and 2 
during the year. He noted that the Committee 
had assumed responsibility for the Council’s 
membership of ARCH (Alliance to Reduce 
Crime Against Heritage) and had prepared 
guidance on the use of social media. Steve 
Coleman was actively pursuing the question 
of tax on ringers’ wedding fees. Chris Mew 
gave an update on recent changes to child 
protection legislation, including new 
guidelines on the disclosure of juvenile or 
non-custodial convictions and moves towards 
portability of certificates with a new online 
update service [RW, 14 June 2013, p620]. 
James Smith seconded. Adoption of the report 
was agreed. Christopher O’Mahony proposed 
a vote of thanks to Chris Mew, retiring from 
the Committee, for all his work over many 
years on child protection issues (applause).

Chris Mew, Christopher O’Mahony and 
David Salter retired. The following members 
were proposed, seconded and elected to fill the 
2 vacancies on the Committee: Peter Kemp and 
Christopher O’Mahony.

(m) Bell Restoration (pp446-447)
Proposing adoption of the report, Robin 

Shipp declared an interest as a family member 
worked for Avon Ropes. The Committee’s 
future work would focus on revising out-of-
date web pages and producing guidance notes. 
Robin encouraged those seeking information 
on grant-giving bodies to contact Jay Bunyan. 
Peter Wilkinson, seconding, urged Council 
members to publicise the work of the 
Committee to parishes in their local areas. He 
added that over £300 had been raised from the 
sale of jigsaws and prints that day for the 
Council’s Bell Restoration Fund. Adoption of 
the report was then agreed. 

Jay Bunyan, William Nash, Ian Oram and 
Peter Wilkinson retired. There were 3 vacancies 
on the Committee: these three members were 
proposed, seconded and elected: Jay Bunyan, 
Ian Oram and Peter Wilkinson.

(n) Biographies (pp448-449)
John Harrison, proposing adoption of the 

report, noted a correction to the year of death of 
Walter Rose; he died in 1978. Richard Andrew 
seconded and the report was adopted.

Pat Halls (co-opted), Richard Andrew, Hilary 
Aslett, Bill Butler and Brian Hullah retired. 
The following 4 members were proposed, 
seconded and elected to fill the 4 vacancies on 
the Committee: Richard Andrew, Bill Butler, 
Wendy Graham and Pat Halls.
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(o) Compositions (p449)
Paul Flavell proposed adoption of the report. 

He paid tribute to Roger Bailey’s work for the 
Committee and thanked Paul Seaman and John 
Thompson, who were not standing for re-
election, for their work. Richard Allton, 
seconding, added that it was hoped to publish 
Roger Bailey’s handbell compositions. The 
report was adopted.

Paul Flavell, Paul Seaman and John 
Thompson retired. Paul Flavell was proposed, 
seconded and elected to fill the 1 vacancy on 
the Committee.

(p) Education (p449-450)
Peter Dale proposed adoption of the report 

and noted that Simon Linford’s Judging 
Striking Competitions was now on sale. He 
thanked Sue Faull, who was not standing for 
re-election, for her work on the Committee. 
Geoff Horritt seconded and the report  
was agreed.

Peter Dale, Sue Faull, Gill Hughes and Pip 
Penney retired. The following 4 members were 
proposed, seconded and elected to fill the 4 
vacancies on the Committee: Peter Dale, Gill 
Hughes, Pip Penney and David Roskelly.

Goeff Horritt proposed a vote of thanks to 
Peter Dale, who would be standing down as 
chairman and leaving Council at the end of the 
triennium (applause).

The President thanked all committee members 
for their work for the Council, especially those 
who had not stood for re-election.

14. Report of the Stewards of the 
Carter Ringing Machine Collection

(RW 26th April 2013, p450)
In the absence of the stewards, adoption of 

the report was proposed by Andrew Wilby. 
Andrew drew attention to the last paragraph of 
the report and stated that James Blackburn, 
shown in the photograph immediately above, 
had expressed interest in becoming a steward. 
Andrew Mills seconded. Frank Beech reiterated 
his offer of assistance to the stewards. The 
report was adopted.

15. Report of the Steward of the 
Rolls of Honour

(RW 26th April 2013, p450)
In proposing the report for adoption, Alan 

Regin said that the new volume of the Great 
War Roll was on display that day. There were 
currently over 100 names to be recorded in the 
book. Alan asked members to pass him 
information on ringing chamber memorials to 
fallen ringers so that more names could be 
added. Derek Sibson seconded. Andrew Stubbs 
congratulated Alan on his work and production 
of the new volume (applause). Adoption of the 
report was then agreed.

16. Report of the Stewards of the 
Dove Database

(RW 26th April 2013, pp450-451)
Adoption of the report was proposed by John 

Baldwin, who expressed his thanks to all those 
who supply information to the Dove database. 
John stated that he would not seek re-election 
in 2014. He added that the stewards expected to 
work more closely with the ICT Committee in 

future and thanked Tim Jackson for all his 
work. Tim Jackson seconded and adoption of 
the report was agreed.

17. Central Council Rescue Fund 
for Redundant Bells (Registered 
Charity no. 278816)

Report and Accounts
(RW 26th April 2013, p451)
In proposing adoption of the report and 

accounts, Bob Cooles said that the trustees 
expected to offer a further loan to the Keltek 
Trust. Bob asked any member interested in 
offering a loan to the Rescue Fund to contact 
him. Helen Webb seconded. Adoption of the 
report and accounts was agreed.

The President thanked all the stewards and 
the trustees of the Rescue Fund for their work 
for the Council.

18. Future meetings
The President reminded members that 

invitations had been accepted for future years 
as follows:

2014 – Kent County Association
2015 – Beverley & District Society
2016 – Winchester & Portsmouth Diocesan 

Guild.
An invitation had been received from the 

Scottish Association for 2017; the meeting 
agreed that this should be accepted.

Philip Larter outlined plans for the visit of 
the Council to Kent in 2014.

The President reminded Council members 
that meetings were hosted by societies in turn 
and asked those societies which had not hosted 
a meeting for over 30 years to consider doing 
so in the near future.

Attendance
The Hon Secretary reported on attendance at 

the meeting as set out in the table below and 
thanked Stephen Franklin for compiling the 
attendance records.

19. Other Business
(a) Guy Morton asked for a show of hands of 

members without smartphones or tablet 
computers, with a view to establishing if 
electronic voting, using these devices, would 
be possible in future. It was clear that there was 
insufficient support for any such move.

(b) Matthew Sorell updated members on the 
situation at Christchurch, New Zealand, with 
information supplied by tower captain Peter 
Whitehead:

“Progress with our various issues is slow, but 
on the whole we are gradually moving forward. 
Work on assessing the condition of the bells is 
close to complete and it has been verified that 
only one of them, the fifth, is actually cracked. 
An insurance claim for the bells has been lodged 
against the contents insurance policy of the 
cathedral and has been accepted by the assessor.

Things are starting to move along with 
regards to the rebuilding of the cathedral in the 
square. The cathedral authorities have released 
three alternatives for public discussion. The 
final choice on which approach to adopt is set 
to be made next month; if the modern design is 
chosen it will be far and away the cheapest and 

the quickest to build (estimated eight years). 
The architect has given assurances that the 
tower will hold all 13 bells. Just to cloud the 
issue further, a well-financed local pressure 
group are doing all they can to force the 
retention and repair of the present building, 
including litigation.

The Transitional cathedral is due to be 
completed at the end of May. The possibility of 
housing the light eight there is still alive, but 
moving along very slowly. Due to post-
earthquake constrictions, cost estimates for 
building a tower around the frame in New 
Zealand proved too costly. Should it fail to 
materialize, then we will probably attempt to 
do something similar ‘off our own bat’ so it 
would be safe to say that there are hopes that 
some temporary arrangement for ringing at the 
Transitional cathedral can be made.”

Matthew added that the tower of the 
Christchurch suburb Papanui is currently 
unavailable while work continues to restore the 
church. ANZAB is providing what 
encouragement and financial support it can to 
the ringers of the South Island of New Zealand 
to work together at Dunedin, which is a solid 3 
hour drive south of Christchurch. He urged 
ringers to keep the ringing community of 
Christchurch in their hearts and thoughts and to 
be prepared to provide further financial support.

(c) Hilary Aslett suggested that a formal 
letter of appreciation be sent to Tim Noad, the 
illuminator of the new volume of the Rolls of 
Honour. The meeting agreed that this should 
be done.

(d) The Hon Secretary reminded members to 
return badges or badge holders.

(e) The President sought agreement for the 
ballot papers to be destroyed and this was given.

Votes of Thanks
The President thanked all members, and 

particularly those retiring at the end of this 
triennium, for their support during this meeting 
and throughout the year. She reminded 
members that the current triennium would end 
only with the opening of the Ringing Foundation 
annual meeting on Sunday 25 May 2014.

The President moved a comprehensive vote 
of thanks to all those involved in the Council’s 
visit to Guildford: to the organising committee 
of the Guildford Diocesan Guild: Anne 
Anthony, Mike Bale, John Couperthwaite, Judy 
Couperthwaite, Stephen Darvill, Beryl Norris, 
Chris Rogers and Roger Tompsett; and to all 
the members of the Guild who had willingly 
given assistance on the Help Desk at that day’s 
meeting and throughout the weekend, provided 
stewards for the tours and acted as tellers and 
microphone operatives that day; to the Master 
of the Guild, Mike Bale, for his welcome and 
for his speech at the Sunday evening Reception 
and Dinner; to all those involved in the 
organisation of the Sunday evening Reception 
and Dinner and especially to the Bishop of 
Dorking, the Right Reverend Ian Brackley, for 
his welcome and the Worshipful the Mayor of 
Guildford, Councillor Mrs Diana Lockyer-
Nibbs, for her welcome; to the Acting Dean of 
Guildford, the Revd Canon Nicholas 
Thistlethwaite, for taking the Songs of Praise 
service on Sunday afternoon at the Cathedral; 
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to Robin Walker, organist at the service; to the 
Revd Rod Pierce for the service of Holy 
Communion that morning; to the Minister of 
Guildford United Reformed Church, the Revd 
Phillip Jones, for leading the Opening Prayers, 
and the Minister and congregation for the use 
of their church for the Sunday and Monday 
meetings and especially to the Caretaker, Mr 
Phil Groves, who had been of great assistance 
throughout the planning of the day; and to the 
incumbents and ringers of the churches who 
had made their bells available to Council 
members (applause).

Tony Smith thanked the President for her 
efficient and courteous chairing of the meeting.

The President declared the meeting closed at 
4.20 p.m.

Summary of Attendance
     Members
 Societies Present Absent
Fully represented 42 125 -
Partly represented 20 48 21
Not represented 4 - 4
  66 173 25
Life Members  4 -
Additional Members  9 1
ex-officio  5 2
  191 28

Central  Council  Publications
PRICE  LIST  2014

Bibliography available on www.cccbr.org.uk/pubs
All prices incl. p&p, cash with order, from: CC PuBLICATIoNS,

Mrs B Wheeler, 2 orchard Close, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 1XE 
(Cheques to CENTRAl COuNCil PuBliCATiONS please)

or email to: barbara@ccpublications.plus.com 
and pay by BACS: Nat West Bank, 56-00-33 Acct No 53654293

Please note revised discount – deduct 15% for UK orders value £60 and over.
No discount on items marked *

Overseas orders must be paid in Sterling – please contact for detailed costs  
as extra postal charges will vary with size of order.

 The New Ringer’s Book £10.00
 Beginner’s Handbook £2.00
 Towards Better Striking £1.50
 Raising and Lowering £2.00
 Ringing Jargon Made Easy 5 for £1.50
 Beginners’ Grandsire £1.00
 Beginners’ Plain Bob £1.00
 Doubles and Minor for Beginners £3.50
 Triples and Major for Beginners £3.50
 Ringing Circles –  A Guide to Basic Methods £3.00
 The Learning Curve Vol. 1: 1999-2001 £3.00
 The Learning Curve Vol. 2: 2002-2003 £3.00
 The Learning Curve Vol. 3: 2004-2005 £3.00
 The Learning Curve Vol. 4: 2006-2007 £3.00
 Ringing Basics for Beginners £2.50
 Listen to Ringing 1 CD £8.00
 Listen to Ringing 2 (live) CD £9.00
 Beginner’s Guide to Change Ringing
   on Handbells £2.50
 Change Ringing on Handbells £2.50

 Learning Methods £3.50
 Standard Eight Surprise Major £6.00
 Method Splicing £3.00
 Understanding Place Notation £1.50
 Will you Call a Touch Please, Bob? £2.50
 Service Touches £1.50
 Conducting Stedman £2.50

 A Tutor’s Handbook £4.50
 Tower Captain’s Handbook £2.00
 Teaching Unravelled £3.00
 One Way to Teach Handling £2.00
 Teaching Beyond Bell Handling £2.00

 Teaching from Rounds to Bob Doubles £1.50
 Kaleidoscope Ringing – A Change Ringers  
   Alternative to Called Changes £2.00
 Teaching Tips £4.00
 Starting a New Band £2.00
*Bell Handling – A Tutor’s Companion
   (DVD) £10.00

*Towers and Bells Handbook £17.95
 Schedule of Regular Maintenance £3.00
 Organising a Bell Restoration Project £2.50
 Sound Management £1.50
 Splicing Bell Ropes Illustrated £3.50
 Judging Striking Competitions £3.50

 Change Ringing History,
   Vols. 1 & 3 only each £7.00
 Centenary History of the Central Council £7.00
 Giants of the Exercise £6.00
 Giants of the Exercise II £6.00
 An Unassuming Genius –  
   the Life and Times of A. J. Pitman £6.00

*Dove’s Guide 10th ed (2012) £15.00
 Belfry Offices £3.00
 Organising an Outing £1.50
 Belfry Warning Notices (laminated) 5 for £3.00
 Church Towers and Bells
   (an analysis of interactions) £5.00
 Getting it Right – Guidance for 
   Officers of Ringing Societies £4.00
 CC Rules & Decisions (2010) £2.00

 A Collection of Stedman Compositions £5.00

The publicity and recruiting poster

The on-line  
Dove's Guide  

for Church Bell Ringers  
can be found at:

dove.cccbr.org.uk/home.php
Updates to your tower's information  

(such as change of practice night) are really 
helpful to potential visitors.

Also – do please supply full details of  
your bells and frame if not already shown.
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(iv) F Dukes International Bell Fund – 
Grants from the Fred Dukes International 
Bell Fund are made in accordance with 
the terms of Mr Dukes’ legacy. Grants 
are awarded from the interest on the 
legacy and reviewed annually.

(v) Publications Fund – the balance 
represents the stock of publications held 
and a cash balance to facilitate the 
production of new titles and the 
reprinting of existing publications.

(vi) Library Fund – the balance represents 
the value of the library which is 
maintained for use by council members 
and affiliated societies.

11. Funds are invested in low risk 
investments, fixed term deposits and bank 
accounts. The need for regular income from 
investments is considered important to support 
the work of the Council.

12. No significant fund-raising activity has 
been carried out during the year.

13. The Council had no employees during 
the year. All of its work is carried out on a 
voluntary basis. Mrs M BONe

Honorary SecretaryApril 2014

Appendix
Membership of the Council 2014 - 2017

Arising from the triennial elections of 
Representative Members by the affiliated 
societies, the Dorset County Association and 
the Truro Diocesan Guild have each increased 
their representation by one, while the Irish 
Association has one member fewer. Of the 194 
Representative Members, 149 (76.8%) were 
members of the previous Council (of whom 
one is representing a different society) and 45 
are new members (of whom seven have been 
members at some time in the past).

48 Representative Members of the previous 
Council are not returning. Special mention 
should be made of those who had been members 
for more than 15 years: Alan Baldock (Sussex 
County Association) elected 1978; Phillip 
Barnes (St Martin’s Guild, Kent County 
Association) elected 1992, served until 1996 
and re-elected 1999; Peter Bennett (Llandaff & 
Monmouth Diocesan Association) elected 
1981; Michael Dew (Coventry Diocesan Guild) 
elected 1996; Matthew Higby (Bath & Wells 
Diocesan Association) elected 1999; Stewart 
Holbeche (Worcestershire & Districts 
Association) elected 1999; Michael Hopkins 
Till (Oxford Diocesan Guild, Winchester & 
Portsmouth Diocesan Guild) elected 1999, 
served until 2010 and re-elected 2011; John 
Mulvey (Stafford Archdeaconry Society, 
Lichfield & Walsall Archdeaconries Society) 
elected 1981, served until 1998 and re-elected 
2002; Andrew Nicholson (Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild) elected 1993; Laith Reynolds (Australian 
& New Zealand Association) elected 1999; 
Judith Rogers (Peterborough Diocesan Guild, 
Lincoln Diocesan Guild, Honorary Member) 
elected 1990, served until 1993, re-elected 
1996, served until 2002, re-elected 2004;  
David Salter (Suffolk Guild) elected 1994; 
Clive Smith (Stafford Archdeaconry Society, 
Lichfield & Walsall Archdeaconries Society) 

Annual Report for 2013
1. The Central Council of Church Bell 

Ringers (‘the Council’) was founded in 1891 
and is a registered charity, no. 270036. Its 
address is that of its Honorary Secretary for the 
time being, namely 11 Bullfields, Sawbridgeworth, 
Hertfordshire, CM21 9DB. The constitution and 
conduct of the Council is governed by its Rules.

2. The Council’s Trustees during 2013 were 
as follows:

President Mrs K Flavell
Vice-President Mr C Mew
Hon Secretary Mrs M Bone
Hon Assistant Secretary Mr R Walker
Hon Treasurer Mr D Harbottle
3. The Council’s bankers are Lloyds Bank 

plc, Westminster House Branch, Dean Stanley 
Street, London, SW1P 3HU. Its Independent 
examiners are Mr J D Cheesman and Mrs W e 
Godden.

4. At the close of the Annual General 
Meeting on 27 May 2013 the Council’s 
membership comprised 4 Life Members, 10 
Additional Members, 7 ex-officio Members 
and 198 Representative Members representing  
66 affiliated societies. At that meeting three 
Additional Members retired, were re-elected at 
that meeting and took office. The Rules were 
amended to change the Terms of Reference of 
three committees and an increase in the 
affiliation fee was approved. Details of the 
changes to the Representative Membership are 
set out in the Appendix below. Subject to any 
further changes, at the start of the 2014 Council 
meeting there will be 4 Life Members, 10 
Additional Members, 8 ex-officio Members 
and 194 Representative Members. There are 8 
other vacancies.

5. The Object of the Council is to promote 
and foster the ringing of bells for Christian 
prayer, worship and celebration and in 
furtherance thereof:

(i) To promote awareness of and educate 
the general public in the ringing of 
church bells and the art of change 
ringing;

(ii) To make available advice, assistance 
and information to church authorities, 
ringers and ringing societies and to 
promote good practice on all matters 
concerned with bells and bell ringing;

(iii) To encourage development of the art of 
ringing through innovation;

(iv) To bring together ringers to discuss 
matters of common interest and to 
represent ringers both nationally and 
internationally;

(v) To encourage high standards of 
performance in ringing;

(vi) To recommend technical standards in 
change ringing and maintain such 
records as may be necessary to uphold 
these standards;

(vii) To assist in the provision, restoration, 
maintenance and transfer of church bells.

6. The work of the Council in pursuing this 
object is for the most part carried out by its 
sixteen committees and by working groups 
appointed by them. Summaries of their activities 
during 2013 are given in the committee reports, 
which appear elsewhere on the Council’s agenda 
and are being published in the 25th April 2014 
issue of The Ringing World.

7. The public benefits from the following 
areas of activity of the Council:

(i) the promotion of public worship by the 
ringing of church bells;

(ii) the preservation of the tradition and 
heritage of change ringing;

(iii) the encouragement and promotion of 
high standards of ringing;

(iv) the provision of financial and specialist 
knowledge in the support of belfry 
repairs and maintenance;

(v) the preparation and publication of 
educational and training materials.

8. The Accounts for 2013 show Total Funds 
at the year-end of £380,493 of which £215,807 
is in Restricted Funds. The income for the year 
totalled £35,951, compared with £55,823 in 
2012. The 2013 figures returned to a more 
normal level whereas the 2012 figures had 
included further donations for the Christchurch 
Cathedral New Zealand bells restoration and, 
in the Publications Fund, additional sales in 
respect of the new edition 10 of Dove’s Guide. 
The Trustees have the power to invest money 
and adopt such measures as seem to them 
necessary in the interest of the Council. They 
do not have any power to borrow money.

9. It is confirmed that the Council’s assets, 
together with the expected income for 2014, are 
available and are likely to be adequate to fulfil 
the object of the Council in that year.

10. Reserves policy:
(i) General Fund – the balance on the General 

Fund is invested to produce income 
which, together with member societies 
affiliation fees, provides sufficient funds 
to support the work and activities of the 
Council. The balance also facilitates cash 
flow and enables the development of new 
projects and initiatives.

(ii) education Courses – the balance 
provides cash flow to enable the 
Education Committee to run various 
training courses, in general the costs are 
recouped from attendees.

(iii) Bell Restoration Fund – the balance is 
fully allocated to bell restoration 
projects and paid on satisfactory 
completion of the work. Grants are 
made in proportion to the types of 
applications received and in accordance 
with priorities agreed by the Council 
and reviewed annually.

Central Council of 
Church Bell Ringers



438 – Central Council Supplement April 25, 2014

elected 1966, served until 1993 and re-elected 
2007; Ian Smith (Sussex County Association, 
Guild of Devonshire Ringers) elected 1979, 
served until 1984, re-elected 1993, served until 
2004, re-elected 2011; Mary Stephens (Society 
of Sherwood Youths, Southwell & Nottingham 
Diocesan Guild) elected 1999; John Thompson 
(Leicester Diocesan Guild) elected 1996; 
Michael Winterbourne (Winchester & 
Portsmouth Diocesan Guild) elected 1999. 
Thanks are due to these, and all others not 
returning, for their services to the Council.

Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Notes to the Accounts for the 
year ended 31st December 2013
1 Basis of accounting

The accounts have been prepared under the 
historic cost convention and in accordance with 
applicable accounting standards and the 
Statement of Recommended Practice on 
Accounting by Charities.
2 Accounting Policies

The accounts have been drawn up in 
accordance with the going concern, accruals, 
consistency and prudence concepts.

2.1 Incoming resources
Interest is accounted for when receivable.
Donations, grants and legacies are accounted 

for as soon as the Council is notified of the 
legal entitlement and the amount due.

2.2 Resources expended
expenditure is included on an accruals basis.
Grants are accounted for when paid over.

3 Consistency
The accounts are prepared on a consistent 

basis with the previous year and in accordance 
with the accounting policies.
4 Funds

The General Fund is unrestricted and 
includes designated funds raised and held for a 
particular purpose.

The education Courses Fund and Publications 
Fund are unrestricted designated funds.

The Bell Restoration Fund, the Fred Dukes 
International Bell Fund and the Library Fund 
are maintained for restricted purposes.
5 Transfers between Funds

An amount of £5,000 was transferred from 
the Publications Fund to the General Fund.
6 Tangible Assets and Intangible Assets

The major tangible assets of the Council are 
the Investments in National Savings Income 
Bonds and the Library Collection. The Library 
Collection is valued at a replacement cost of 
£105,200. The revaluation was undertaken by J 
M Farringdon at March 2009. The policy is to 
revalue the collection every five years.

It is being depreciated for accounting 
purposes at 2% per annum. An asset register is 
maintained for other tangible assets. The policy 
is to treat assets of an individual cost up to 
£1,000 as fully depreciated in the year of 
purchase.

The major intangible asset of the Council is 
the copyright of Dove’s Guide.

7 Interest receivable
The interest was received from
 2013 2012
 £ £
National Savings  2,697 2,889 
Investment Bonds
Central Board of Finance of the  169 512 
Church of England Deposit
Lloyds Bank term deposits 1,612 864
Other banks 1 1
Total 4,479 4,266

8 Donations and Grants received
Further donations were received in respect of 

Christchurch Cathedral New Zealand bells 
restoration following the damage caused by the 
earthquake to the City of Christchurch. This is 
included in the Bell Restoration Fund as a 
restricted item and, together with the related 
gift aid, amounts to £312. The total amount of 
the donations received to date are £10,424, and 
a grant payment has been made, see note 10.

9 Committee Expenses
These were as follows 2013 2012
 £ £
Administrative 363 340
Bell Restoration 186 148
Biographies 402 73
Education 730 1,038
Information and Communications 345 316
Library 660 495
Publications 243 207
Public Relations 868 618
Ringing Centres 274 0
Ringing Trends 28 171
Towers & Belfries 690 745
Towers & Belfries –  0 278 
tower inspections seminar
Dove Steward 210 0
Total 4,999 4,429

10 Grants paid
The Fred Dukes International Bell Fund 

awarded one grant of £1,300. One grant was 
paid during the year and one grant, awarded in 
2008, was withdrawn as the recipient PCC had 
decided not to proceed with the project.
Year unpaid Award- Paid With- unpaid
award- 1/1/ ed in in drawn 31/12/
ed 2013 2013 2013 in 2013 2013
 £ £ £ £ £
2008 3,022   3,022 0
2010 2,000    2,000
2011 200    200
2012 1,000  1,000  0
2013  1,300   1,300
Total 6,222 1,300 1,000 3,022 3,500

The Bell Restoration Fund did not award any 
grants in 2013. Two grants, awarded in 2010, 
were paid in the year.
Year unpaid Awarded Paid in unpaid
awarded 1/1/2013 in 2013 2013 31/12/2013
 £ £ £ £
2010 3,700  2,400 1,300
2013  0  0
Total 3,700 0 2,400 1,300

Christchurch Cathedral New Zealand bells 
restoration –

During the year, in accordance with a request 
from the Cathedral bell ringers and the 
Cathedral authorities, a payment of £10,000 
was made towards the restoration of the 
Christchurch Cathedral bells currently being 
undertaken by a UK bell founder.

11 Charitable Commitments
There were unfulfilled charitable 

commitments at 31st December 2013 in respect 
of three grants totalling £3,500 awarded but not 
yet paid by the Fred Dukes International Bell 
Fund, and one grant of £1,300 awarded but not 
yet paid by the Bell Restoration Fund. There is 
also a charitable commitment to Christchurch 
Cathedral New Zealand bells restoration in 
respect of the balance of donations received but 
not yet paid amounting to £424.
12 Publications Fund

Storage and distribution cost of £2,400 was 
paid to Council members.
13 Payments to Trustees

There were no payments to Trustees.
14 Emoluments of Employees

The Council had no employees during the year.

SECoND-HAND BELLS WANTED
We have a large number of enquiries for single 
bells for augmentations, for complete rings of 

bells and small bells for chiming
Please contact:

The Secretary, Keltek Trust, The Kloof,  
Lower Kingsdown Road, Kingsdown, Corsham, 

Wiltshire SN13 8BG
email: bells@keltek.org  web site: http//www.keltek.org

Registered Charity No. 1061224

Keltek Trust – helping Christian churches world-wide  
to acquire second-hand bells

Child Protection & Bell Ringing
New legislation requires registration for certain  

face-to-face training and transport of young persons. 
Seek advice from your Parish, Diocese, local ringing 

society or visit the Central Council website 
www.cccbr.org.uk/towerstewardship

 z  Always have two adults present when children are 
being taught

 z  Invite parents of young trainees to come and watch a 
training session before allowing their child to start to 
learn. Require a parent to attend the first training 
session and ensure that the parent fully understands 
what is involved in learning to ring

 z  Make sure a parent has agreed to any transport 
arrangements for young people travelling to and from 
ringing activities

 z  Ask parents to sign a ‘permission to learn to ring’ form
 z  Keep an attendance register
 z  Be aware of the insurance position for children
 z  Do not allow young people into a potentially 

hazardous situation without appropriate adult 
supervision

 z  For tower outings get parents to sign a detailed 
permission form. Organisers should be aware of 
Health & Safety and other issues: for example, it is 
inadvisable for a child to travel alone in a car with 
an adult

DO YOU WANT INFORMATION?
Do you want to borrow a book?

Contact the Central Council Librarian:
Alan Glover, Six Bells House,  
Worthen, Shropshire SY5 9HT 

Tel: 01743 891407 
librarysteward@cccbr.org.uk
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CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS
Registered Charity Number 270036

Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31st December 2013

General Education Bell Rest- F Dukes Public- Library Total Total 
Fund Courses oration Internat'al ations Fund Funds Funds

Fund Bell Fund Fund 2013 2012
Note £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

Income and Expenditure
Incoming resources:
Affiliation fees 5,025 5,025 5,000
Subscriptions from Friends of Library 1,744 1,744 2,140
Interest receivable 7 2,668 480 1,227 51 53 4,479 4,266
Sales of publications, books and CDs 12,154 10,054 22,208 30,448
Sales of jigsaw puzzles and prints -131 -131 1,219
Sales of training video/dvd 87 87 60
Courses and seminars 0 516
Stock written back 535 535 2,595
Donations re Roll of Honour 0 360
Donations re Christchurch Cathedral NZ 8 250 250 4,570
Gift aid 62 202 264 1,225
Grant from PRS Foundation 21 21 1,950
Library outreach day 380 380 0
Other donations 989 100 1,089 1,474
Total incoming resources 8,790 0 661 1,227 12,740 12,533 35,951 55,823

Resources expended:
Council meeting 1,451 1,451 2,129
Committee expenses 9 4,096 243 660 4,999 4,429
The Future of Ringing - regional seminars 137 137 0
Council and other committee costs 71 71 234
Courses and seminars 0 56
Cost of publications sold 7,316 3,538 10,854 14,466
Library maintenance 914 914 1,637
Grants for bell restoration 10 12,400 1,000 13,400 9,300
Advertising 2,580 458 3,038 2,826
Storage and distribution 12 2,400 2,400 2,300
Stationery, postage & telephone 105 172 655 932 938
Insurance 2,168 511 2,679 2,607
Stock write off provision 3,098 3,098 326
Stock written off and disposed of 157 157 1,782
Roll of Honour 68 68 441
New Music 20X12 project 0 753
Library outreach day expenses 485 485 0
Depreciation of Library Collection 1,940 1,940 2,013
Depreciation of shelving 106 106 106
Sundry expenses 15 15 0
Total resources expended 8,040 0 12,400 1,000 16,548 8,756 46,744 46,343

Net I/c resources before transfers 750 0 -11,739 227 -3,808 3,777 -10,793 9,480

Transfers between funds 5,000 -5,000 0 0

Net movement in funds 5,750 0 -11,739 227 -8,808 3,777 -10,793 9,480

Balances at 1st January 2013 131,677 2,169 19,349 82,795 33,898 121,398 391,286 381,806

Balances at 31st December 2013 137,427 2,169 7,610 83,022 25,090 125,175 380,493 391,286

The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Supporting change ringing world-wide
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CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS
Registered Charity Number 270036

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2013

General Education Bell Rest- F Dukes Public- Library Total Total 
Fund Courses oration Internat'al ations Fund Funds Funds

Fund Bell Fund Fund 2013 2012
Fixed Assets £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Tangible assets
Investments at cost 90,000 75,000 165,000 165,000
Library Collection 95,102 95,102 97,042
Library shelving 1,060 1,060 1,166
Total fixed assets 90,000 0 0 75,000 0 96,162 261,162 263,208

Current Assets
Stock 8,975 3,867 12,842 11,424
Debtors and prepayments 2,239 62 1,468 3,769 4,122
Term deposits with bank 35,000 7,500 7,500 50,000 50,000
Cash on short term deposit
   and at bank 10,586 2,169 48 522 16,365 23,978 53,668 63,621
Total current assets 47,825 2,169 7,610 8,022 25,340 29,313 120,279 129,167

Current Liabilities
Creditors
Amounts due within one year 398 250 300 948 1,089

Net current assets 47,427 2,169 7,610 8,022 25,090 29,013 119,331 128,078

Total assets less current liabilities 137,427 2,169 7,610 83,022 25,090 125,175 380,493 391,286

Funds
Unrestricted 137,288 137,288 131,470
Unrestricted (designated) 139 2,169 25,090 27,398 36,274
Restricted 7,610 83,022 125,175 215,807 223,542
Total Funds 137,427 2,169 7,610 83,022 25,090 125,175 380,493 391,286

Derek Harbottle
Hon Treasurer    April 2014

Please use

BellBoard
to give advance notice of special performances

View our BB Diary feature at:

www.bb.ringingworld.co.uk
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Administrative Committee
Since the 2013 Council meeting the Committee 

has met twice in London, in October and March. 
The Committee has continued its practice of 
reviewing the work of Council Committees and 
received a presentation from the Ringing Centres 
Committee in March. Jackie Roberts, Ringing 
Roadshow organiser and consultant to the Public 
Relations Committee, attended both meetings to 
update members on plans for the September 
2014 Ringing Roadshow. In March Committee 
chairmen advised which members would be 
retiring under the provisions of rule 15 (i) and the 
committee sizes needed for next year. The 
arrangements for the 2014 Council meeting were 
discussed and agreed. Papers for the meeting will 
again be circulated electronically to those 
Council members with email.

Change Ringing for the Future: Regional 
seminars have been held at Nantwich, 
Nottingham, York and Winchester. Further 
seminars will be held at Bristol in May and 
exeter in July. The seminars provided an 
opportunity to show the work of the Council, 
Ringing Foundation and Association of Ringing 
Teachers with a good exchange of ideas and 
useful feedback. The Committee supported the 
principle of arranging a special whole day 
meeting to discuss the policy issues raised at 
these seminars and to agree key objectives for 
change. A fuller report has been circulated with 
the papers for this meeting.

Public Relations Officer: The Vice-President 
had prepared a proposal that the Council should 
appoint a Public Relations Officer, who would 
be an ex-officio member of the Public Relations 
Committee and an Officer of the Council. This 
proposal was considered carefully in both 
October and March. A motion for the necessary 
rule changes appears on the agenda and a 
background paper on the proposal has been 
circulated with the papers for this meeting.

Other matters considered by the Committee 
included:

Council Finances: The General Fund for the 
current year (2013) and next year (2014) was 
reviewed at both meetings, considering income 
levels and planned expenditure. The Committee 
was concerned that the steep increase in 
affiliation fee bears more heavily on some 
societies than others and decided to re-visit the 
possibility of linking it directly to society 
membership. A comprehensive analysis was 
undertaken and a consultation document was 
sent to affiliated societies ahead of deciding a 
course of action. 20% of societies responded in 
the very short time available. The consultation 
showed strong support for a change to affiliation 
fees, but it also revealed many concerns and 
criticisms of what the Council does and how it 
operates. On that basis the Committee 
recommends a review of Council function and 
organisation, as well as further work to develop 
a widely supported basis for future affiliation 
fees. In the meantime, it was agreed that the 
affiliation fee would remain at £30 per 
representative member for 2015. The 
Committee also received a request for 
additional funding from the Ringing Foundation 
and awaits more detailed information on the 
Foundation’s plans.

Application for affiliation: an application 
from the Guild of St Agatha has been received 
and recommended by the Committee.

Appointment of Independent Examiner: 
responding to suggestions made at last year’s 
annual meeting, the Committee reviewed the 
procedure for appointing an independent 
examiner before a triennial election. A motion 
to amend Rule 14 appears on the agenda.

Data Protection: the Hon Secretary, in 
consultation with committee members and 
chairmen, prepared draft guidance for Council 
officers and committees on data protection. 
This was approved at the March meeting and 
appears as an appendix to this report.

Church Buildings Council (formerly 
Council for the Care of Churches) & English 
Heritage: a meeting was held on 17 June 2013, 
attended also by the chairman of the Committee 
for Redundant Bells. The main topics for 
discussion continued to be metal thefts and the 
problems of bells in closed or closing churches. 
There was a useful exchange of views on 
applications to the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
consultation with English Heritage as part of 
bell restoration projects, and on initial proposals 
for marking the centenary of the First World 
War and the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta. 
The next meeting will be held on 17 June. The 
2014 DAC bell advisers’ conference will be 
held in St Albans in July.

Ecclesiastical Insurance Group (EIG): The 
next meeting with EIG to discuss matters of 
mutual interest will be held in May 2014. The 
minutes will be published in The Ringing World.

Ex officio:
KATe FLAVeLL (President)
CHRIS MeW (Vice-President)
DeReK HARBOTTLe (Treasurer)
MARY BONe (Secretary)
ROBIN WALKeR (Assistant Secretary)
eLVA AINSWORTH (Ringing Trends)
RICHARD ALLTON (Peal Records)
STeLLA BIANCO (Library)
MIKe CHeSTeR (Information and  

Communications Technology)
JAMeS CLARKe (Towers and Belfries)
BOB COOLeS (Redundant Bells)
JOHN COUPeRTHWAITe (Publications)
PAUL FLAVELL (Compositions)
JOHN HARRISON (Biographies &  

Public Relations)
NIGeL HeRRIOTT (The Ringing World)
NORMAN MATTINGLeY (Ringing Centres)
BRIAN MeADS (The Ringing Foundation)
PeTeR NIBLeTT (Methods)
CHRISTOPHeR O’MAHONY  

(Tower Stewardship)
DUNCAN WALKeR (Education)
PeTeR WILKINSON (Bell Restoration)
Elected members:
PHILLIP BARNeS
FReD BONe
MICHAEL CHURCH
ROBeRT LeWIS
ANTHONY LOVeLL-WOOD
ANGeLA NeWING
DeReK SIBSON
TONY SMITH
HELEN UDAL
ANDReW WILBY
JANe WILKINSON

Appendix
Guidance on Data Protection for Central 
Council Officers and Committees

Scope
This Guidance covers the use of personal 

data by, and on behalf of, the Central Council.
Personal data is held by the Council for 

several different purposes, and this Guidance 
distinguishes among:

 z Membership data: information about the 
Council’s members held for the purpose of 
administering membership;

 z External contact data: information about 
named contacts in other bodies, held for the 
purpose of contacting them;

 z Biographical data: information about 
individuals held for the purpose of 
compiling biographies;

 z Occasional contact data: information 
about individuals in occasional contact 
with the Council (such as enquiries from 
non-ringers).

Personal data may be held by the principal 
Officers, or by the Council’s Committees.

This Guidance specifically excludes mailing-
lists sponsored by Council Committees but to 
which non-members are invited to subscribe, 
provided that the subscribers are permitted to 
“manage” their own inclusion (so can 
unsubscribe at will).
1. General principles

As far as is reasonably practicable, Central 
Council Officers and Committee members will 
comply with the 8 Data Protection Principles 
contained within the Act to ensure that all 
personal data processed by them is:-
1) Processed fairly and lawfully;
2) Obtained for specified purposes and only 

processed in accordance with those 
purposes;

3) Adequate, relevant and not excessive;
4) Accurate and up-to-date;
5) Not kept for longer than necessary;
6) Processed in accordance with the data 

subject’s rights;
7) Kept secure;
8) Transferred outside the european 

Economic Area only when the country in 
question ensures an adequate level of 
protection.

Data held by or for a Committee shall be 
controlled by a member of that Committee 
(co-opted for the purpose if necessary); when 
the individual is replaced on the Committee, 
the data shall be transferred to a successor 
without delay. Committee chairmen are 
responsible for ensuring that personal data 
held by their Committee is held in accordance 
with the data protection principles and with 
the exemption from notification to the 
Information Commissioner’s Office for not-
for-profit organisations.

Where data is stored on computer systems, it 
shall be the responsibility of the individual 
holding it to ensure that adequate backups are 
kept, that the data is held securely and that it is 
in a suitable format for transfer to a successor.
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2. Membership data
Membership data shall be held by the 

Assistant Secretary on behalf of the principal 
Officers, and shared with them as necessary. 
Such data shall not be further disclosed without 
the express agreement of the principal Officers 
and the data subject.

As Council members are also eligible to be 
members of The Ringing Foundation Ltd and 
The Ringing World Ltd, members’ contact 
information will also be shared with these 
bodies as appropriate.

Council members shall be invited to update 
their personal data once a triennium, and 
encouraged to update it as necessary in the 
interim. This satisfies the requirement for 
accuracy.

Membership data concerning individuals 
who cease to be members shall be deleted 
promptly, with the exception of historical 
data (name, dates of membership, positions 
held, etc).

Some data is published, principally on the 
Council website, to give the public a means of 
contacting members. In each case this is done 
with the member’s permission, which can be 
changed on request.

At one extreme, full contact details may be 
published; at the other, a member may have no 
information at all displayed. However, this will 
necessarily be overridden in the case of a 
member holding an office which constitutes a 
contact point for the Council.

3. External contact data
Personal data concerning external contacts 

is normally obtained from the relevant 
external source and as such can only be as 
accurate as that source. efforts shall be made 
to keep it up to date but responsibility does 
not fall on the Council in the case of non-
response to update requests.

It should be noted that, in most cases, data 
concerning external contacts refers to the post 
rather than the post-holder and as such is not 
“personal data”.

4. Biographical data
Biographical data is principally controlled by 

the Biographies Committee.
The Biographies Committee holds some 

information on live ringers, in order to 
facilitate production of biographic records 
after death. Historically this was limited to 
Council members, but now may include any 
notable ringer. Information held may include: 
a summary form filled in by the subject, a 
photo (from the subject or taken for the 
purpose), an autobiographical account 
provided by the subject, or other information 
obtained from sources in the public domain 
(e.g. The Ringing World).

In future the Committee plans to make 
available a public database, a kind of ‘Who’s 
Who’ for ringers, to which people would be 
able to contribute information about either 
themselves or other ringers. This is intended 
for information already in the public domain. 
It will include protection to prevent misuse. 
Information submitted would only be visible 
to the contributor until it had been checked by 
the Committee. Anything believed to be 
inaccurate, not in the public domain or 

unsuitable would be removed and not  
made public, as would anything requested by 
the subject.

Ringers will still be invited to submit 
autobiographical information to be held 
privately for use after death.

Most current information is in paper form, 
but most new information will probably be 
held digitally.
5. Occasional contact data

Occasional contact information is initiated 
and supplied by the subject making an enquiry 
and is only retained by the Council Officers or 
Committees for the purpose of responding to 
the enquiry, or in subsequent correspondence 
with the same subject.
April 2014

Appendix
Guidance for Central Council members 
in managing actual, potential or 
perceptions of conflicts of interest

Conflicts of interest can arise, or be perceived 
to exist, where members have a financial or 
other business interest in an organisation that 
operates within the arena of bellringing, 
hanging, manufacturing, restoration or 
maintenance of towers and bells, as well as 
other areas such as publishing or IT, referred to 
here as bell-related trades.

A business interest of this sort does not 
preclude Societies or the Council from electing 
such members to represent them or to hold 
office within the Council. However, for the 
avoidance of any possible misunderstanding, 
members are asked to follow this guidance.
1. The Council shall maintain a Register of 

Members Interests. All Council members 
shall advise the Hon Secretary of any 
financial or other business interest they 
have in any bell-related trades. In the event 
of uncertainty as to whether disclosure is 
needed, disclosure shall be made.

2. The Hon Secretary shall circulate the 
Register of Members Interests to the 
Council Officers and Committee Chairmen.

3. During the conduct of Council business, 
such as (but not limited to) the Council’s 
annual meeting or committee meetings, 
members with such interests shall always 
declare any relevant interest in any 
proceedings.

4. Any concern arising from an interest not 
being declared shall be referred to either 
the President or the Vice-President who 
shall resolve the matter taking such advice 
as they consider necessary.

Library  
Committee

The “Outreach 
Day” attracted 48 
participants on 23 
February at 
Wellesbourne where 
Peter & Veronica Quinn made us so welcome. 
Our excellent speakers (Chris Pickford, John 
eisel, and Chris Ridley) gave us food for 

thought on the future of ringing libraries; 
anecdotes on the history of ringing from old 
newspaper research; and entertainment from 
collecting ringing ephemera. Greg Morris’ 
article prompted The editor of The Ringing 
World to publish it on the front page on 12 
April 2013 and two inside pages, including 
photographs of the speakers and the Guildford 
Guild stand.

Order and Disorder in the early 
Nineteenth Century. 1800-1829. Compiled 
by John eisel, this is the second volume in the 
series and our latest publication. Thanks go to 
Richard Smith for writing a review for The 
Ringing World. The exercise owes a huge debt 
of gratitude for John’s work and he is now 
working on the third volume. We have also 
reprinted Order and Disorder in the Eighteenth 
Century so, with the Supplement, we can offer 
all three publications.

Ringing World DVD Volume II 1941-1970: 
Thanks go to Paul Johnson for undertaking far 
more work than envisaged to get this DVD 
ready in time for Christmas. We can report that 
sales have gone very well and we have plenty 
more in stock. Website www.cccbr.org.uk/
library/pubs/

Our duplicate set of The Ringing World 
needs to be stored at a separate location and, 
if possible, made accessible to researchers, as 
the reason for the deposit being made. So, this 
set has been loaned to the Bodleian Library 
and we are grateful to Michael Williams for 
his assistance. Succession planning featured 
on our October committee agenda and, should 
the Central Council find itself without a 
volunteer to house its library, we have had 
some informal discussions about the 
possibility of housing the Library collection at 
the Bodleian in the long term.

Two committee meetings were held in 
February and October. We were sorry to lose 
Greg Morris at the Guildford Central Council 
Meeting and welcomed Linda Foddering 

Order and Disorder in the early Nineteenth 
Century. 1800-1829. Compiled by John Eisel
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(Middlesex County Association and London 
Diocesan Guild) to the committee. Linda is 
helping with administrative matters, such as the 
Friends Newsletter, and Jenny is running the 
packing and despatch department for Order & 
Disorder publications, plus any other tasks we 
think of …

We would like to thank several people who 
offered to assist with converting our stock of 
old recordings held on records, cassettes and 
videos to DVD. We have now obtained 
several DVDs made by others that reflect the 
old material.

We thank the Friends of the Library for their 
subscriptions, which endorse the work the 
Library committee undertakes. Also, those who 
have taken up the offer of Life Membership – 
this is most encouraging. Ian Self is the Friends 
co-ordinator.

The accounts are submitted to the Council 
Hon Treasurer and, following checking by the 
independent examiners, appear in summary in 
the Council’s accounts. They are also published 
in the annual Newsletter for the Friends of the 
Library, whose subscriptions fund projects 

such as printed publications and DVDs. Copies 
of the accounts are available on request from 
Ian Self.

John eisel has kindly written another 
interesting essay (No 21 in the series) entitled: 
“Canon Woolmore Wigram MA, Belfry Reform, 
and Change-Ringing Disentangled” to 
accompany the newsletter sent to the Friends. 
Past essays are available on our website.

During 2013 usage of the Library was very 
similar to that in 2012. Sixteen items were 
borrowed and 106 queries were dealt with by 
sending scans or written replies. Personal visits 
were made by five ringers, mostly in connection 
with the sale of surplus items. This sale of 
books, booklets, periodicals and records which 
were not required by the Library took place 
early in the year. Twenty-five bidders were 
successful in purchasing about one hundred 
and fifty items. After distribution costs, some 
£2,900 was added to the funds available for 
increasing the library stock and making the 
contents of the Library more easily available. 
Thanks go to Alan Glover for masterminding 
this exercise.

Some of the money will be used for a 
project to dis-bind a set of c35 volumes of 
Church Bells magazines 1871-1906 to be 
borrowed from Taylor’s, so that the bell 
ringing pages can be scanned. Some of the 
leftover auction books will be on our stand at 
the Ringing Roadshow.

We are grateful to David Leach, Fraser Clift, 
Peter Dale, Paul Flavell, Kingsley Mason, The 
Ringing World and The Trustees of the Sharpe 
Trust, among others, for donations of several 
items. Three items accessioned this year are 
DVDs with images of three MS items which 
we were previously unable to allow out of the 
library. These DVDs are now available for loan 
and further items will be scanned in time and 
subject to their condition.

We have made good progress in filling some 
of the gaps in our archive of annual reports. 
Michael White, Dave Kelly, Bruce Butler, 
Lucy Smith, Chris Mew and the Taylor Foundry 

archive are among those who have provided 
very useful reports. Many guilds and 
associations send a copy of their annual reports 
to the Library as a matter of course, and to 
these we are grateful. Other secretaries or 
report editors are not so helpful and an 
increasing amount of time is spent pursuing 
and purchasing these important links in our 
contemporary archive.

The Librarian has made a plea each year for 
help in locating some of the key missing 
reports, and each year some have been secured, 
so here is this year’s wish list:

Bath and Wells D A 1927 and 1928
Bedfordshire A 1928 and 1930
Derby D A 1946 -1949 and 1951
Devonshire G 1937-1942, 1944, 1953
Durham and Newcastle D A  

1957/58, 1962/62, 1969/70
eDWN A 2010, 2012
ely D G 1908-1911
essex A 1917, 1930
Hertford County A 1921/22
Irish A 1952
Midland Counties A 1929
Midland Counties G 1966, 1981
North Wales A 1993-1995, 2000, 2001
Peterborough D G 1925
Shropshire A Any pre-1938
Truro D G 1960, 1962-1964
Winchester and Portsmouth D G 1941-1944
Winchester D G 1924, 1925

STeLLA BIANCO (Chairman)
ALAN GLOVeR (Library Steward)
LINDA FODDERING
JeNNY LAWReNCe
PAUL JOHNSON
IAN SeLF

Methods Committee
Much of the Methods Committee’s time this 

year has been spent discussing the Central 
Council Decisions concerning Peal Ringing 
and Methods and Calls. This is as a result of a 
peal rung in Cambridge and a request made at 
the 2013 Council meeting. Our objective has 
been to allow peals such as this one to be 
described in a way that seems natural to the 
composer and the ringers. At the same time we 
note that the concept of a method has served 
ringing well and is widely recognised by 
ringers so it is something that we wish to keep. 
We have therefore prepared amendments to the 
Decisions that aim to strike an appropriate 
balance between these two objectives.

The Committee has again worked with the 
Compositions Committee to make some 
changes to The Ringing World Diary. There has 
been a generally favourable reaction to our 
introduction of some new Surprise Major 
methods. We also added a page of date touches 
and a page of compositions by the late Roger 
Bailey which we felt was an appropriate way to 
mark the work that Roger had put into the 
Diary over many years.

Once again, we would like to record our 
thanks to Tony Smith for maintaining the 
method collections at www.methods.org.uk. 
These allow ringers to look up the details of 
any method that has been named, and are also 
available as text or XML files. They are an 

The label of  
The Ringing World 1941-1970 DVD

The cover of The Ringing World 1941-1970 DVD
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important ringing resource, and we are very 
grateful to Tony for updating them each week.

The committee is also making progress on 
two long-standing pieces of work: a revised 
description of method extensions and a new 
book of Doubles Methods that includes details 
on how to splice them. Throughout the year we 
have continued to answer a regular stream of 
enquiries about method names, extensions, 
Council Decisions and other matters received 
on the committee’s email address:

methods@cccbr.org.uk

PeTeR NIBLeTT (Chairman)
HeNRY COGGILL
RICHARD eDWARDS
STePHeN JONeS
PHILIP SADDLeTON
ROBIN WOOLLeY

Peal Records Committee
The Peals Analysis

We have recorded a total of 4994 peals rung 
in 2013 and published in The Ringing World up 
to February 28th, of which 4206 were on tower 
bells and 788 handbells. The revised total for 
2012 is 5141, an increase of 41. Full details are 
included in the methods table that accompanies 
this report. While the handbell total shows an 
increase of 52 (7.1%) on the revised 2012 total, 
the tower bell total is 199 (4.5%) lower than that 
in 2012. The Yorkshire Association is again the 
leading society with 324, 51 more than the 
Oxford Diocesan Guild with 273, both of these 
being increases of about 30 on last year. The 
Chester Guild is once again the leading society 
for handbell peals with 103, one more than their 
total in 2012, closely followed by the Oxford 
D.G. with 100. Seventeen affiliated societies 
rang 100 or more peals in 2013, the same 
number as last year. Please see separate tables 
for details of peals rung for each society and by 
method / method type.

There are a number of peals known to have 
been rung but not yet published in The Ringing 
World. We would encourage the organisers and 
conductors of peals to submit their peals for 
publication promptly, and then ensure that they 
are printed as expected.
Record peals

There were five record peals rung in 2013, all 
on tower bells, together with one other peal 
over 10,000 changes. The record peals are 
detailed in the Records table below.
Peals not complying with the Decisions 
on Peal Ringing

All the peals rung in 2013 which were 
published in The Ringing World up to 28th 
February, 2014 complied with the Central 
Council Decisions on Peal Ringing.
Leading Towers

The following 75 towers had 10 or more 
peals in 2013: (77 in 2012):-
66 Thorverton
61 Ipswich (Old Stoke, The Wolery)
44 Leeds, W Yorks (St. Anne)
41 City of London (St. Magnus the Martyr, 

Lower Thames Street)
36 Portsmouth, St Agatha
35 City of London (Garlickhythe)

33 Dordrecht (’t Klockhuys), Loughborough 
(Bell Foundry)

31 Maidstone (All Saints), Milton
28 Huntsham, Meldreth
27 City of London (St Dunstan in the West, 

Fleet Street)
26 Maidstone (St Michael)
24 Marston Bigot (Pig le Tower)
23 Sheffield (Dore)
22 Hughenden, Keele (Woodlands)
21 Bishopstoke, Lundy Island, Oxford (St 

Thomas), Sproxton
20 Belper, Burnley, Longcot
19 Bradford Peverell
18 Chilcompton, Shepton Beauchamp, 

Terling
17 Birmingham (Cathedral), east Huntspill 

(Little Orchard Tower), Grundisburgh, 
Harrogate (St Wilfrid), Inworth

16 Awbridge (Clock House Bells), 
Bishopsteignton (Bishops Ting Tong), 
Liverpool (Garston), Thatcham

15 Burghill, Croydon (South Croydon), east 
Ilsley, Oxford (St Mary Magdalen), York 
(St Lawrence)

14  Cambridge (Great St Mary), City of 
London (St Michael Cornhill), Spitalfields, 
Wedmore (The Bakery Tower), Yarkhill

13 Bristol (Cathedral), Campton, Doulting 
Beacon (Knapps Farm Campanile), 
Rotherham (All Saints), Saltby, Sefton, 
Stratton St Margaret

12 Barrow Gurney, Cambridge (Trumpington), 
Church Lawford (The Plantagenet Ring), 
Highweek, Middleton (Gtr Man), 
Shoreditch, Windsor (St John Baptist), 
Worcester (All Saints)

11 Hexham, Mistley, New York, Warnham 
(Bell Meadow Peal), West Bridgford, 
Worcester (St. Martin in the Cornmarket)

10 Basingstoke (All Saints), City of London 
(St. Mary le Bow, Cheapside), Hanbury 
(Worcs), High Wycombe, Rothwell, 
Sheffield (Cathedral)

There were also 24 handbell venues where 
10 or more peals were rung in 2013.

First pealers and firsts as conductor
We have noted 156 people who rang their first 

peal in 2013 (191 in 2012) and 22 firsts as 
conductor (35 in 2012). We congratulate all 
those involved in these performances particularly 
where several firsts were included in one peal.

These numbers are significantly lower than 
those for the 2012 and more in line with those 
for the previous couple of years, presumably 
because there were fewer major national events 
in 2013.

This data is taken from Pealbase and the 
committee would like to thank Andrew 
Craddock for his excellent resource.

Corrections to the 2012 Analysis
There are a number of alterations to the 2012 

Analysis owing to late publication which are 
detailed below.

Corrections relate to tower bells except 
where specified.

Ancient Society of College Youths 
 Minor +1 (handbells),  
 Major +1, Maximus +1

Bath & Wells Major +1
Cambridge University  Major +1, Royal +1

Derby  Caters +1
Devonshire Maximus +1
Ely Major +2
Hertford Minor +1
Irish Triples +1
Lancashire Minor +1
Lincoln Minor +1
Llandaff & Monmouth Doubles +1
North American Caters +1
Middlesex & London Major +1
North Staffordshire Minor +1, Major +1
Norwich  Doubles +1, Minor +1
Oxford Diocese Triples +1
Oxford University Minor +1 (handbells)
Southwell & Nottingham Caters +1
St Martin’s Guild Major +2, Caters +1
Winchester & Portsmouth 

 Caters +1, Maximus +1
Yorkshire Minor +1
Non-Association Major +1,  

 Royal +2 (1 on handbells)
Non-Affiliated Minor +1, Major +4,  

 Royal +2, Maximus +1
The amended methods analysis for 2012 is 

shown in the 2013 methods table, which forms 
part of this report. Revised totals for 2012 are: 
tower bells 4405, handbells 735, total 5140.

The Felstead Project
During the year the work of maintaining the 

accuracy of the Felstead database has continued. 
Some 68 previously unrecorded peals have 
been added and corrections made to 33 others 
due to John eisel continuing to search a 
number of eighteenth and nineteenth century 
newspapers on line. There are almost certainly 
others still to be discovered by searching 
through local newspapers not available on line. 
Details supplied by other ringers – a good 
number by Alison Brittliff from the Lancashire 
Association records – have resulted in a further 
ten peals being added and corrections being 
made to some 33 others. Alan Glover has once 
again been very helpful in answering a number 
of queries by reference to materials in the 
library; this has enabled a number of corrections 
to be made and the Committee is grateful to all 
who have in any way contributed to the 
accuracy of the database.

Andrew Craddock continues to be responsible 
for all the data for post-1989 peals and 
downloads the data regularly from The Ringing 
World, Bellboard and Campanophile websites; 
the Committee wishes to thank him for doing 
this important work.

RICHARD ALLTON (Chairman)
ALAN BALDOCK
ANDReW BARNSDALe
MARK BeLL
ADAM CROCKER
GRAHAM (BeN) DUKe
PHILIP LARTeR
DeReK SIBSON

First peals in methods  
rung on Tower Bells
January
2 5000 Elijah D Royal Kent CA
4 5040 Crispinian S Royal Peterboro DG
5 5040 Original Minimus Barrow & District Soc
6 5130 Islay A Major Bath & Wells DA
9 5152 Pointon Fen D Major Lincoln DG
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17 5024 Zagarolo D Major Lancashire A
17 5015 Kingswear Castle S Major Dorset CA
17 5088 Clayworth D Major Lich & Dist S
21 5024 Snowy Night TB Major Coventry DG
22 5040 Old Bailey A Royal S’well & Nottm DG
24 5026 Black Dragon S Major S Michael Soc
24 5040 Ruwenzori D Royal G Devonshire Ringers
25 5152 exmoor Beast S Major Univ Bristol S
27 5040 Harwell A Major S Blaise Soc
30 5040 Beighton S Minor Bev & Dist Soc

February
1 5040 Claycoton S Royal Peterboro DG
2 5040 Precambrian S Royal OUS
2 5040 Wykeham A Royal S’well & Nottm DG
5 5040 Newtown A Major S’well & Nottm DG
6 5152 Wigtwizzle D Major Yorkshire A
10 5280 Avalon D Maximus Glos & Bris DA
10 5250 Irchester A Major Bath & Wells DA
11 5152 Quorndon D Major Freehold S
13 5184 Bovey Tracey Town D Major 
   G Devonshire Ringers
14 5152 Butleigh S Major Bath & Wells DA
14 5040 Uglow D Royal G Devonshire Ringers
14 5069 Isambard Kingdom Brunel S Major Dorset CA
17 5042 Counter’s Creek D Maximus Non-Association
21 5152 Rippingale D Major Lincoln DG
26 5054 Upperthorpe A Royal S’well & Nottm DG
27 5040 Imperial A Royal Yorkshire A
28 5016 Montgomery Castle S Major Dorset CA

March
7 5124 Wainwright A Major Lancashire A
9 5088 Brinklow Tump A Major Coventry DG
16 5040 Donington A Major Lincoln DG
16 5184 Six Nations S Major Friends Reunited
17 5040 Helen B Royal D&N DA
20 5152 Welby D Major Yorkshire A
21 5100 Winchester A Major Lincoln DG
23 5016 St Clement’s College B Maximus Suffolk G
23 5120 Hobbs D Major Bath & Wells DA
23 5040 Magna Carta S Royal Guildford DG
26 5220 Chester Le Cat A Major Bath & Wells DA
26 5004 Fosdyke A Royal S’well & Nottm DG

April
3 5152 Milnrow S Major Lancashire A
5 5080 Austin S Royal Peterboro DG
8 5088 Old Swervin’ Mervyn’s D Major
   G Devonshire Ringers
8 5056 elstree D Major St James’ G
10 5040 Mitchell A Major Lincoln DG
11 5100 Manchester Marble A Major Lancashire A
11 5088 Huguenot S Major SRCY
15 5088 Ruby TB Major Coventry DG
18 5017 The Gloucester Regiment 28th, 
   61st S Major Dorset CA
20 5056 Knowle D Major Glos & Bris DA
20 5040 Oakbank D Royal Win & Ports DG
20 5024 Long Sutton D Major Lincoln DG
23 5004 Glentworth A Royal S’well & Nottm DG
27 5184 Hurstpierpoint D Major Sussex CA
30 5040 Beckington S Royal Oxford DG

May
1 5120 Bowood D Major Yorkshire A
1 5040 Wills Neck A Major Lancashire A
3 5148 Kingsley A Royal Peterboro DG
7 5040 Crediton D Royal e meets W
7 5010 Milltown A Major S’well & Nottm DG
8 5088 Silk Willoughby D Major Lincoln DG
12 7008 Dorchester A Major Bath & Wells DA
16 5024 Whaplode D Major Lincoln DG
18 5160 Quorn A Major Lincoln DG
19 5024 Lundy A Royal Lundy IS
20 5040 Alice Holt Forest S Minor Barrow & District Soc
20 5152 Whitwell S Major Leicester DG
23 5018 St Mawes Castle S Major Dorset CA
28 5060 Houndsditch A Royal S’well & Nottm DG
28 5152 Sesquicentennial S Major Lancashire A
29 5088 everest D Major S Blaise Soc
30 5019 Treago Castle S Major Dorset CA

June
1 5184 Quickswood D Major S’well & Nottm DG
2 5056 Coronation S Major Guildford DG
3 5120 Robin D Major Freehold S
4 5018 Ingleton A Major S’well & Nottm DG
5 5152 Isobelle D Major Yorkshire A
7 5040 Elizabeth II A Royal Peterboro DG

8 5040 Harriet A Major Coventry DG
9 5040 Woz&Norm A Major S Blaise Soc
10 5024 Wembley D Major St James’ G
11 5088 Guy Gibson D Major essex A
13 5088 North Bradley S Major Glos & Bris DA
15 5040 Bramford A Major Suffolk G
16 5040 Tottenham B Triples Hereford DG
16 5088 Charlton Regis S Major Glos & Bris DA
17 5088 Nuthurst TB Major Coventry DG
22 5120 All Clear D Major ANZAB
23 5184 Brunel Caters Norwich DA
26 5040 Stonesby A Major Lincoln DG
26 5040 Albatross B Triples Suffolk G

July
3 5056 Bensington D Major Oxford DG
3 5152 Stoke Bank S Major S Blaise Soc
8 5152 Happy Valley S Major Win & Ports DG
10 5040 Manningtree S Minor essex A
10 5070 Ashington A Major Lincoln DG
13 5024 Bramley S Major Yorkshire A
18 5020 Trematon Castle S Major Dorset CA
20 5100 Aston Martin A Major Oxford DG
20 5120 Bognor Beach Sand Castle D Major SRCY
23 5184 Tetford A Royal S’well & Nottm DG
23 5096 Aerilon S Fourteen St Martin’s G
25 5040 Wilder Kaiser D Royal G Devonshire Ringers
25 5152 Prince George D Major Amersham Guild
26 5040 Cambridge Little D Major Ely DA
31 5152 Thornbridge D Major Yorkshire A

August
1 5040 Ben Nevis S Royal G Devonshire Ringers
1 5040 Mini Merritt TP Minor Sussex CA
2 5065 Bill & Betty’s D Major G Devonshire Ringers
2 5040 Oathill S Royal Peterboro DG
5 5088 Praze-an-Beeble D Major G Devonshire Ringers
7 5024 Portishead D Major Barrow & District Soc
8 5070 Bovey Tracey A Major Bath & Wells DA
8 5010 Unicorn A Major Lancashire A
9 5184 Barrow-on-Humber S Major Dorset CA
16 5056 Hunter & Weeks D Major ASCY
17 5040 Keyham TB Minor Peterboro DG
17 5088 Bod an Deamhain D Major Devonshire Soc
24 5024 Knapps Farm D Major Bath & Wells DA
26 5138 Derby S Maximus Non-Association
27 5152 Fladbury D Major V evesham S
27 5152 Holt D Major Norwich DA
28 5160 Kirk Yetholm A Major Lincoln DG
29 5040 Xixabangma Feng D Royal
   G Devonshire Ringers
31 5024 Xavier D Major Bath & Wells DA
31 5088 Oatfield S Major S Northants S

September
5 5184 eyton RA D Major SRCY
7 5184 Aspatria S Major Hertford CA
8 5152 Flodden Field S Major D&N DA
8 5040 St Osmund B Triples Suffolk G
9 5120 Sneck Lifter D Major St Martin’s G
10 5040 Glazgow S Minor Suffolk G
12 5120 Melksham D Major Glos & Bris DA
14 5088 Nightingale TP Maximus Coventry DG
15 5040 Zealot S Minor Suffolk G
16 5056 ealing D Major St James’ G
19 5160 Pershore A Major Lincoln DG
19 5040 Yettington D Royal G Devonshire Ringers
25 5040 Aslackby Fen A Major Lincoln DG
26 5021 Whittington Castle S Major Dorset CA
26 5040 Emerald A Major Amersham Guild

October
1 5124 Adbolton A Major S’well & Nottm DG
1 5040 eau Brink S Minor Suffolk G
2 5184 Hathersage D Major Yorkshire A
3 5022 Wigmore Castle S Major Dorset CA
4 5040 Tickencote S Royal Peterboro DG
6 5040 exmoor Gold S Royal Friends of Percy
10 5024 Carew Castle S Major Dorset CA
10 5040 Zmutt D Royal G Devonshire Ringers
11 5088 Xaafuun S Major G Devonshire Ringers
18 5040 Brixham S Royal G Devonshire Ringers
19 5088 Dewbys Bells S Major Sussex CA
19 5040 Angrave-Starkey A Royal Leicester DG
21 5152 Charlecote S Major Coventry DG
21 5120 North Lincolnshire S Major
   Barrow & District Soc
23 5100 Stainby A Major Lincoln DG
25 5152 Faulkbourne D Major Essex A

25 5096 Brigstow A Major Glos & Bris DA
26 5088 Hertog Jan D Major CeA
27 5040 Stutton S Minor Suffolk G
28 5040 Freston S Minor Suffolk G
30 5152 Bamford D Major Yorkshire A

November
2 5096 Ashworth A Major Lancashire A
5 5068 Queen Camel A Major S’well & Nottm DG
7 5070 Sir Daniel Gooch S Major Dorset CA
7 5012 Cross Stone A Major Lancashire A
9 5088 Sedgwick Castle D Major Sussex CA
13 5024 Chatteris D Major Lincoln DG
16 5152 Black Five D Major SRCY
16 5096 Ambleside A Major Lancashire A
17 5152 Arcadia S Major Yorkshire A
20 5152 Hedgerley D Major Amersham Guild
20 5152 Hunters Bar S Major Yorkshire A
21 5040 Folksworth A Major Lincoln DG
22 5152 Ashton D Major Bath & Wells DA
26 5040 Tattingstone Wonder S Minor Suffolk G
27 5088 Iden Castle D Major Sussex CA
27 5088 Ropsley D Major Lincoln DG
28 5040 Nanga Parbat D Royal G Devonshire Ringers

December
5 5024 Great Kingshill D Major Amersham Guild
5 5040 eynesbury B Triples Suffolk G
5 5040 Sgurr an Lochan Uaine S Royal
   G Devonshire Ringers
6 5000 Pickworth S Royal Peterboro DG
7 5152 Three Tuns S Major S Michael Soc
8 5040 Scafell Pike A Royal Lancashire A
9 5040 Ongar S Minor Suffolk G
9 5040 Doombar S Maximus ASCY
11 5152 High Stones D Major Yorkshire A
12 5040 Victoria TB Minor Truro DG
13 5100 Berry A Major Lancashire A
16 5088 Oxhill TB Major Coventry DG
19 5040 Thorverton D Royal G Devonshire Ringers
23 5056 Pinhoe D Major G Devonshire Ringers
31 5040 New Year’s eve Little B Major D&N DA

First peals in methods  
rung on Hand Bells
January
25 5184 Rupert Bear D Major Soc I-Planet Yths
27 5088 Kensal Green S Major St Olave’s Soc
30 5040 Magdalen S Royal Oxford DG
30 5040 Jericho S Royal Oxford DG

February
27 5024 Vancouver S Major Oxford DG

March
26 5184 Thanet S Major Oxford DG

April
30 5040 Bellfast S Minor S Stowmarket Yths

May
16 5040 Bristoll S Minor S Stowmarket Yths

June
7 5040 Glazgow S Minor S Stowmarket Yths
19 5042 Lindsey S Maximus Oxford DG

July
9 5040 Return of the Jedi S Minor S Stowmarket Yths

August
8 5120 Ventoux S Major Middx CA & Lon DG
19 5184 Zeus S Major Leicester DG

September
25 5042 Humberside S Maximus Oxford DG

October
23 5152 Toseland D Major Leicester DG

November
13 5088 Ightham S Major Oxford DG
25 5152 Vespasian D Major Leicester DG

December
2 5040 Vespasian D Royal Leicester DG
18 5090 Worthington S Maximus Oxford DG
30 5024 Heathrow S Major Middx CA & Lon DG
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Record peals
February
9 12240 Triton D Royal Scottish Assoc

June
8 11000 Copper Dragon S Royal Lancashire A
15 10388 Dordrecht A Major CeA

October
5 18432 Superlative S Major St James’ G

December
28 10080 Isleworth S Royal Win & Ports DG

Public Relations Committee
The Committee met three times (with two 

members linked via Skype at one), twice in 
Wellesbourne and once in Birmingham. In May 
Rupert Littlewood and Bill Dowse stood down 
and Ernie de Legh-Runciman and Matthew 
Sorell joined the Committee. Jackie Roberts 
was appointed a consultant in order to lead the 
Ringing Roadshow team.

Bells on Sunday – Mike Orme continued to 
schedule the weekly broadcasts on a monthly 
basis throughout the year. Nelson Mandela’s 
death bought a very quick response – Mathon, 
Herefordshire produced an mp3 file of a half 

muffled quarter peal rung within a few days, 
the programme team wrote the broadcast notes 
and it was aired within three weeks. Bathwick 
won the Children in Need auction to have their 
bells recorded, possibly to be broadcast on 
easter Day. Several significant landmarks are 
booked for broadcasts in 2014. The BBC is 
considering ringers’ concerns about recordings 
only being available for seven days. Online 
streaming is being considered, subject to any 
rights issues, so broadcasts may become 
available in perpetuity.

Communication – Lynne Hughes set up a 
mailing list so we can more easily distribute 
information to affiliated societies. This 
includes articles, etc that can be distributed 
locally to ringers who don’t see The Ringing 
World, as well as other routine communications. 
The list has been used about twice a month by 
various committees and officers. We are 
developing similar lists to enable us to 
communicate directly with society newsletter 
editors and PR officers.

Social media – We have a presence on 
Facebook and Twitter and periodically post 
information about Council or ringing activities. 
Members of the Committee are actively engaged 
in Facebook and Twitter and participate in a 

range of ringing-related social media forums, 
identifying themselves as Committee members 
when relevant. We are exploring techniques to 
encourage more interaction with our social 
media page, and one of our members has signed 
up for additional training in social media.

Ringing Roadshow – Jackie Roberts has 
been planning the 2014 Roadshow since late 
2012 and the grandstand at Newbury 
Racecourse was booked early in 2013. The 
event will be modelled on previous successful 
Roadshows. In addition to exhibitors, there will 
be handbell demonstrations and concerts, mini-
rings, towers open in the area and seminars, as 
well as some new ideas. We believe there will 
be something for every ringer. Previous and 
new potential exhibitors were approached and 
provisional stand bookings taken. Discussions 
have been on-going with the Handbell Ringers 
of Great Britain, trade exhibitors and potential 
sponsors. A draft seminar programme has been 
prepared and a new Roadshow logo was 
launched as the result of a competition.

Publicity material – Our recruiting leaflet 
continues to be in demand. John Harrison 
supplied over 8,000 to nearly 80 towers or 
societies as well as 125 of the posters printed 
some years ago. We changed our supply policy 

Analysis of Peals by method and change on year
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– leaflets are still free but we now invite 
donations to cover production costs as well as 
postage. (In 2013 donations were 150% of 
postage but only 80% of total cost.) We 
anticipate making some changes to the leaflet 
before the next print run in 2014.

Public ringing – We continue to encourage 
ringing, and associated publicity, for public 
events. John Harrison maintains the list of 
historic anniversaries, etc on the website 
(www.cccbr.org.uk/things-to-ring-for). 
National days of all ringing nations have 
been added. We encouraged widespread 
ringing for the tercentenary of Fabian 
Stedman’s death and promoted the story to 
the media. We also consulted ringers before 
formulating a policy on ringing for the 
centenary of events associated with the First 
World War. Both of these resulted in articles 
in The Ringing World, which were also sent 
to ringing societies. We are in contact with 
the team planning to mark the 800th 
anniversary of Magna Carta.

Advice – We receive requests for information 
or help on many aspects of ringing from 
broadcasters, journalists, public bodies and 
individuals in the UK and abroad. John Harrison 
or Helen Udal responded to all requests with 
information and/or further contacts.

Other activity – James Forster manages 
requests from potential recruits via our ‘learn to 
ring’ address, routing them to appropriate local 
contacts. Bruce Butler manages international 
liaison. Beverly Faber manages Council website 
liaison. Mike Orme is updating the press list. 
Nick Jones is preparing contact lists to distribute 
information to clergy via diocesan offices. John 
Harrison represented the Committee on the 
Recruitment & Training Forum. We discussed 
and support the proposal for the Council to 
create a new post of Public Relations Officer.

JOHN HARRISON (Chairman)
BARRIe DOVe (Chairman to August)
HELEN UDAL (Secretary)
BRUCe BUTLeR
BeVeRLY FABeR
JAMeS FORSTeR
LYNNe HUGHeS
NICK JONeS
ERNIE DE LEGH-RUNCIMAN
MICHAEL ORME
eMMA ST JOHN SMITH
MATTHeW SOReLL
Consultant: JACKIe ROBeRTS

International reports
A N Z A B
Australia

The ANZAB Festival was held this year in 
Canberra, Yass and Goulburn over the ANZAC 
Day weekend, and culminated in a Sunday 
night special “The Bells of St Leonard’s” on 
ABC television, telling the story of the new 
ring of 6 at this tower in the Sydney suburb of 
Naremburn. At least 3 new towers are planned 
for towns in the vicinity of Sydney in 2014.

Meanwhile, Adelaide has doubled its number 
of ringers in 2013 thanks to the Adelaide 
Ringing Centre. While not all new ringers are 
yet up to service-ringing standard, this is a big 
shot in the arm for ringing. Teachers at the 
centre undertook the Integrated Teacher 
Training Scheme with Graham Nabb via Skype 
video call over 4 weeks in November.

In October, the estate of Jenny Murphy, a 
long-term Melbourne ringer, was finalised. 
The ANZAB Public Donations Fund received 
a bequest of A$673,000 (around GBP400,000). 
A proposal to replace the existing ring of 6 
bells cast by Danks and hung for change 

ringing at St Bartholomew’s, Burnley, 
Victoria, was accepted by the Parish. 
Whitechapel will provide an all-new ring of 
bells in 2014. The remaining substantial sum 
from the bequest will be managed by the 
ANZAB Fund Committee to enable new 
projects, including but not limited to new 
towers, for years to come.

New Zealand
In addition to the popular Wellington Ringing 

Festival, Christchurch ringers visited Dunedin 
on the South Island for a weekend of ringing. 
The big news is that the Christchurch bells are 
being refitted by Taylor’s, and the number 5 
bell, damaged beyond repair in the earthquake 
of 2011, has now been re-cast. Plans are 
currently in development for some of the bells 
to be hung for ringing in a temporary (10-20 
year) structure at the site of the so-called 
Cardboard Cathedral.

MATTHeW SOReLL

Central European Association

Perhaps the most interesting feature in 2013 
was the progress made by Harm Jan de Kok. 
Harm Jan has now rung peals of Cambridge 
Royal in the tower and Yorkshire Major in 
hand. Harm Jan is Dutch and has never lived in 
the UK.

Society peals in the tower included 
Cambridge Royal at Abingdon and St. Thomas’s 
Oxford, as well as 10-spliced Surprise Major at 
Dordrecht. Hand bell peals include Bristol 
Major, 5- and 6-spliced Surprise Major and 
London Surprise Major. The latter is believed 
to be the first peal in europe ever of London 
Major in hand. Catherine Ockwell rang her first 
peal – Yorkshire Surprise Major – at Dordrecht 
on 30 November 2013 (see photo). The 
Winterthur ringers in Switzerland are making 
progress with Double Norwich.

New resident members include Rebecca 
Melen, Dickon Love and Przemek Benonski-
Love. We wish Alban Forster every success on 
his return to england.

If you are moving to our area (or simply 
visiting) please send me an e-mail at rodney.
yeates@t-online.de

RODNeY YeATeS

Ringing Roadshow
6 September 2014

Newbury Racecourse

Everything for the ringer you are 
and the ringer you want to be

www.ringingroadshow.co.uk

Christchurch #5 being recast, alongside bells 
for Katoomba, NSW with Kate Flavell, 

President of CCCBR

Left to right, with countries: Michael Trimm 
(DE), Harm Jan de Kok (NL),  

Catherine Ockwell (UK formerly NL),  
Clive Smith (BE), Margaret Gamble  
(NO formerly NL), Ian Wells (NL),  

Paul de Kok (NL) and David Ockwell (NL)
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Serving church bell ringers everywhere for over a century

Communicating, Sharing, Informing, Educating, Entertaining 
and Uniting change-ringers world-wide since 1911  

with our weekly magazine

Boosting the Exercise in the twenty-first Century by:
• Developing and enhancing our BellBoard website (see p.440)

• Running the Ringing World National Youth Contest

Get a grip on it – subscribe today!
see www.bb.ringingworld.co.uk 

and visit our stand at the Ringing Roadshow  
in Newbury on Saturday 6th September 2014

Registered Charity number 287182
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North American Guild of Change Ringers
2013 has been another year of growth for 

North American ringing. events that raise 
awareness of the art and traditions of change 
ringing have taken place from one end of the 
continent to the other, good ringing has 
advanced and good news continues to trickle 
in. Just to name a few:

Boston’s Christ Church, (better known as 
The Old North Church), its belfry and bells 
were featured in February on C-Span’s 
television program “American Artifacts: The 
Old North Church – Part 1”. Thanks to Laura 
Dickerson, you can view that at:  
www.c-span.org/Events/American-Artifacts- 
Old-North-Church/10737437852/.

In April, Washington National Cathedral was 
part of the 2013 “Partners in Preservation” 
program, administered by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, and in May after a several 
year hiatus ringers were asked once again to ring 
on Immanuel Episcopal Church’s ring of 6 for 
the annual “A Day in Old New Castle” to the 
delight of ringers and passers by alike.

Toronto and Birmingham were in the news in 
July. The Toronto Star, Canada’s largest daily 
newspaper, proclaimed “Generations of ringers 
have been calling Torontonians to worship 
since the bells came from england in 1865. 
Their peals have figured throughout the city’s 
history, a part of the lives and holidays of 
nearby residents who welcomed and cherished 
their sounds.” In Birmingham, Alabama, local 
news website AL.com posted a story titled “At 
St. Paul’s Birmingham, ‘change ringers’ carry 
on centuries old tradition”. The story, complete 
with a series of pictures of Ted Clark and a 
group of St. Paul’s ringers at practice at this 
link: http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2013/07/
at_st_pauls_in_birmingham_chan.html

July was a newsworthy month for ringers on 
both sides of the Atlantic. America’s NBC 
Today program had a news crew in Bucklebury, 
england, waiting for news of the royal birth. 

You can view a segment of the July 23rd Today 
program in Bucklebury at a bell practice of 
local ringers planning to ring a new method for 
the royal birth at: www.today.com/video/
today/52552880#52552880

The most exciting news in 2013 was the 
promise of new towers in the works. On the 
heels of Yale University’s plan for a twelve bell 
tower in the new residential colleges project, 
we learned of three more. Tom Farthing 
reported in June that Nashotah House episcopal 
Seminary has accepted Roland Pershon’s 
Wisconsin bells and has started fundraising for 
a tower. In early September we learned that 
Virginia Theological Seminary had just placed 
an order with Whitechapel for an 8 bell, 11cwt 
ring. The bells will be in a new “Chapel of the 
Ages” they broke ground this fall to construct. 
This is good news indeed for seminarians and 
the communities of faith they will serve, as 
well as the many ringers who will come to ring 
them. Then at the AGM in Hendersonville, we 
had more good news. After many years of 
hoping and dreaming, Chris Haller announced 
plans for a ring of ten tower bells, with a tenor 
of 11 or 12cwt, for an existing tower at Church 
of the Ascension in Rochester, NY. Alan 
Hughes of Whitechapel came to Rochester, 
went over the tower from bottom to top, and 
made a presentation to the Vestry the next 
evening. They were enthusiastically in favor! 
The future landscape of North American 
ringing is promising indeed.

CANDACe HIGGINBOTHAM
NAGCR Public Relations Officer

South African Guild
Following adoption of a new constitution by 

the SA Guild in 2012, the Transvaal Society, 
based in Johannesburg, voted at its AGM in 
May 2013 to become a branch of the SA Guild. 
All ringers in South Africa are now represented 
by a single, unified body, probably for the first 

time in over a century since the time when 
there was but one tower (Grahamstown) in the 
country. The SA Guild AGM was hosted by the 
Transvaal Society Branch in September 2013, 
when all three towers in Johannesburg were 
open for general ringing. Richard Roberts was 
re-elected as Master, and Nola Mitchell 
continues as Secretary.

The death of former president Nelson 
Mandela on December 5th was marked by 
tolling and/or half-muffled ringing in all ringing 
centres around the country, both when the news 
was announced and during the 10-day period of 
national mourning. Grahamstown Cathedral 
rang on December 6th and also tolled their 
tenor, and rang again for an interfaith service 
the following week. A single bell was tolled at 
each of the two Durban towers on December 
6th, the ringing from St. Mary’s being broadcast 
live on East Coast Radio, and the bells were 
then muffled. We should note that Simon 
Milliken from Durban was shown live on 
television as part of the orchestra that played 
during the interment at Qunu on December 
15th. Cape Town bells were rung half-muffled, 
as were those at Parktown in Johannesburg, 
where two quarters were also rung.

RICHARD ROBeRTS

NAGCR AGM attendees in Hendersonville, September 2013

St Peter’s School, Johannesburg
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Zimbabwe Guild
Ringing in Harare restarted in December 

2012 with the rededication of the Harare 
Cathedral (as reported in The Ringing World). 
There was a lot of interest from people keen to 
learn to ring and something like 12 started 
learning. Of those, 4 have kept at it: 3 are now 
ringing rounds and call changes whilst the 
other is still mastering handling. We had about 
9 ringers still in Harare with varying abilities 
but, due to other commitments, we can only 
ring 6 occasionally. Rounds, call changes and 
occasionally plain hunt are the norm.

The five year gap in ringing meant that the 
ropes were in pretty bad shape and we had to 
replace three almost immediately. The lack of 
maintenance over that period also showed up in 
the No 2 slider cage breaking. This meant that 
the front 6 could not be rung for some time and 
usually there were insufficient experienced 
ringers to ring the middle 6. We have not had 
the 9 or 10 up since we restarted!

From what I can gather, the bells in Kwekwe 
are ringable but there are only a few beginners 
and only one person to teach them! I don’t 
know when they last rang for Sunday Services.

ROGeR THOMSON

Publications Committee
One new publication, Judging Striking 

Competitions, was produced during the year.
eight titles were reprinted: The New Ringer’s 

Book, Raising and Lowering, Ringing Jargon 
Made Easy, Beginners Grandsire, Beginners 
Plain Bob, Ringing Circles, Standard Eight 
Surprise Major, and Teaching Tips.

The New Ringer’s Book, Ringing Circles and 
Teaching Tips continued to sell well, although 
annual sales of all three are falling. Sales of 
Dove’s Guide 10th Edition fell very sharply to 
186 from the 1270 sold in 2012, its first year of 
publication. Nevertheless, early in 2014 a 
notional surplus of £5,000, generated from 
sales of Dove’s Guide 10th Edition, was 
transferred from the Publications Fund to the 
General Fund in line with our instructions from 
the Central Council Trustees to use sales of the 
book to boost the General Fund.

Three Committee meetings were held during 
the year, and the usual large number of 
telephone and email conversations took place. 
Bulk discounts were offered in March and 
advertisements were again placed in a number 
of association reports.

The income from sales fell sharply to 
£12,150 from £28,700, due largely to the 
reduced sales of Dove’s Guide 10th Edition. 
expenditure exceeded income by £3,800 
following a write-off provision of £3,100 
against a number of titles with negligible sales, 
many of which will continue to be available as 
free downloads from our online price list. The 
value of stock held was £9,000 and at year end, 
before the £5,000 transfer mentioned above, 
the total cash available fell slightly to £21,300 
from £23,300. The fund remains in a healthy 
state. Payments by BACS represented about 
36% of income from sales.

Derek Jones has again been closely involved 
with our work in a consultative capacity, and 
we thank him for his contributions.

Stocklist at December 31st 2013

Title Sales to 31 
Dec 2013

Stock at 31 
Dec 2013

New Ringers Book 465 812
Beginners Handbook 144 88
Towards Better Striking 48 44
Raising and Lowering 64 100
Ringing Jargon Made easy 82 42
Beginners Grandsire 91 204
Beginners Plain Bob 82 269
Doubles and Minor for Beginners 37 48
Triples and Major for Beginners 9 57
Ringing Circles 355 338
Ringing Basics for Beginners 41 165
The Learning Curve Vol 1 19 45
The Learning Curve Vol 2 14 178
The Learning Curve Vol 3 14 166
The Learning Curve Vol 4 14 196
Listen to Ringing CD 1/CD2 24/23 21/25
Beginners Guide to Change Ringing on Handbells 37 146
Change Ringing on Handbells 19 112
The Tower Handbook 3 10
Learning Methods 29 2
Standard eight Surprise Major 32 53
Method Splicing 6 21
Understanding Place Notation 16 20
Will You Call a Touch Please, Bob? 31 191
Service Touches 37 279
Conducting Stedman 15 84
A Tutors Handbook 11 159
Tower Captains Handbook 16 5
One Way to Teach Handling 12 41
Teaching Beyond Bell Handling 4 170
Teaching from Rounds to Bob Doubles 6 83
Simulators and Teaching 9 3
Kaleidoscope Ringing 30 165
Teaching Unravelled 42 117
Starting a New Band 3 58
Teaching Tips 405 354
Towers and Bells Handbook 11 127
The Bell Adviser 4 145
Schedule of Regular Maintenance 83 26
D-I-Y Guidelines 5 141
Organising a Bell Restoration Project 20 129
Sound Management 7 73
Splicing Bellropes 49 127
Change Ringing History Vol 1/Vol3 10/5 150/165
Centenary History of the Central Council 3 73
Giants of the Exercise Vol1/Vol2 4/4 159/38
A J Pitman Biography 5 122
Dove’s Guide 10 186 545
Belfry Offices 7 49
Organising an Outing 8 30
Belfry Warning Notices 0 36
Church Towers and Bells 13 32
CC Rules and Decisions 2010 3 49
Getting it Right 8 119
Judging Striking Competitions 117 88
Collection of Minor Methods 3 199
Plain Minor Methods 5 96
Treble Dodging Minor Methods 7 100
Collection of Principles 4 46
Rung Surprise etc to end 2007 1 15
Spliced Minor Collection 5 8
10 Bell Compositions 3 51
12+ Bell Compositions 1 80
Collection of Universal Compositions (for T D Major Methods) 2 18
Stedman Compositions 7 14
DVDs 23 27
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early in 2013 the Committee decided that 
some major changes are needed to its modus 
operandi if it is to continue to provide a service 
to the Exercise in the longer term, and that 
these would be best made at a time when things 
are running smoothly. The main changes 
thought necessary involve the storage and 
distribution burdens, but also include methods 
of accepting payments and making titles 
available online. A comprehensive consideration 
of potential approaches to storage and 
distribution concluded that the only currently 
viable way ahead would be to reduce the hard 
copy stocklist, to arrange for other titles to be 
made available online, and to continue with the 
present storage and distribution arrangements 
for the hard copy stocklist titles. During the 
year it was agreed that we presently offer three 
broad categories of books:

1. Those which sell well on a long term 
basis, comprising around 20% of the 
current list.

2. Those which sell well when first published 
but whose sales then tail off quite quickly.

3. Those which never sell well, which have 
been printed purely as a service.

It was then agreed that we should initially 
move towards a situation in which:

1. Books judged to be in category 1 would 
be produced and sold as at present.

2. Those judged to be in category 2 would 
initially be produced and sold as at present 
but, on a case by case basis, might be 
placed online at no charge rather than 
reprinted.

3. Those judged to be in category 3 would 
probably not be printed at all, but placed 
online free of charge immediately.

We recognised that potential problems 
concerning the content and quality control of 
online publications would need to be discussed 
with the Council Officers at some stage.

At the time of writing this report an initial 
list of over 30 titles to be made available online 
free of charge has been agreed and the first few 
of these, most professionally produced, are 
now available via our online price list. The 
others should follow during the next month or 
two. With the expert help of other Council 
members, notably Mike Chester, Fred Bone 
and Peter Trotman, we are also in the final 
stages of setting up a mechanism for payment 
via PayPal, in addition to BACS payments, 
cheques and cash. We are also turning attention 
to the possibilities and problems associated 
with selling downloads in addition to offering 
some titles online free of charge.

JOHN COUPeRTHWAITe (Chairman)
PHILIP GREEN
MIKe HANSFORD
BeRYL NORRIS
BARBARA WHeeLeR
JAN WYATT

Committee for Redundant Bells
The year has felt both positive and frustrating 

at the same time. Positive because we continue 
to work closely with the Keltek Trust who have 

developed very efficient and smooth running 
procedures for achieving the re-use of 
redundant bells both as complete rings and as 
individual bells. The Keltek Trust publishes a 
full report of their concluded cases in a January 
edition of The Ringing World each year.

Frustration came with trying to ensure a 
sensible arrangement for relocating the bells 
that are in churches which are to be declared 
redundant to another church where they can 
continue to be rung for worship. There are a 
number of organisations involved with 
redundancy process and which have a say as 
to whether the bells are moved: the parish 
itself, the diocese (in the guise of two or three 
committees) as well as the Bishop, the Church 
Commissioners and planning authorities; in 
addition there are other specific local and 
national pressure groups. The result can be a 
rather toxic mix. The Committee promoted the 
conference for all the national interested 
parties that was held at Church House in 
January 2013: this showed promise of finding 
a way through the procedural thickets to allow 
removal schemes to be authorised and worked 
up ahead of the formal declaration of 
redundancy – thus enabling bells to be 
transferred to another place of worship while 
the church was still consecrated or at least 
having the relocation worked in as part of the 
redundancy scheme.

Alas, after a year’s work and much effort on 
the part of the Church Commissioners we find 
ourselves exactly back where we started. More 
meetings are to take place to try and find some 
magic way through and the topic is to be 
debated at the DAC Bell Adviser’s Conference 
in July. A way through may yet be found to 
have bells moved and allow the receiving 
church proper time to raise the money, organise 
a scheme and to have certainty in being able to 
achieve what may be proposed.

The Committee has had under consideration 
some 40 cases during the year – more than one 
might expect. Very cheering was the success of 
the Kent County Association in removing the 
eight from the Victoria tower at Chatham to 
Gorran in Cornwall: not least in obtaining the 
co-operation both of the Medway District 
Council planning authority and the Diocese – a 
rare achievement.

In several other cases the local authority 
have insisted on bells being regarded as part of 
the fabric of the church and therefore imposed 
a planning requirement that bells remain in the 
closed church. At Bacup in the Diocese of 
Manchester two rings of eight are currently 
housed in closed churches and, despite the 
efforts of the Church Commissioners, the 
Diocesan Bell Adviser, the Keltek Trust and the 
Committee, little has yet been achieved in 
arranging for alternative housing for the bells.

Wales has always been a challenge in 
connection with redundant churches and bells 
and it was therefore of great satisfaction to the 
Committee to receive a letter from Bangor 
Cathedral in connection with the fate of the 
bells from the newly redundant St. David’s 
Church in Bangor: they are investigating the 
feasibility of transferring the bells from St.
David’s Church to the Cathedral. The 
Committee very much hopes that this can come 
to pass and will do its best to assist.

The Committee met formally three times 
during the year as well as informal and ‘virtual’ 
meetings.

ROBeRT COOLeS (Chairman)
TIM JACKSON
JULIAN NeWMAN
HeLeN WeBB
DAVID WeSTeRMAN
ROBeRT WOOD

Ringing Centres Committee
The Committee proposed a change in its terms 

of reference and this was brought before the 
Central Council meeting at Guildford in 2013. 
The amendment, in the opinion of the Committee, 
was designed to reflect the changes that had 
taken place with regard to the development of 
ringing centres and to enable the Committee to 
be of assistance to all centres where teaching 
takes place and enables teaching to be encouraged 
and supported even if no formal or recognised 
Centre is intended. The proposal was accepted 
and we are now working towards fulfilling our 
obligations under the amended terms. We 
welcomed Richard Newman and Robert Brown 
to our numbers following the elections at that 
meeting. We are now developing our support to 
ringing centres in the following ways.

Advice with regard to the establishment of 
new centres: We wish to encourage the 
establishment of many more centres but accept 
that many of these may not be permanent nor 
looking for formal recognition from the 
Committee. We recognise however that much 
work is done in many parts of the country with 
neighbouring towers or those within a small 
area (e.g. a deanery) working together for the 
purpose of teaching others and the interchange 
of ideas within these small units should enable 
teaching methods to be evaluated by those who 
teach, resulting in the best teaching methods 
being adopted. However we are willing to give 
help and support either direct to the organisation 
or to any supporting guild/association.

Maintaining a system of ‘recognising’ 
centres: The Committee has a basic set of 
requirements before a centre is ‘recognised’ 
and these now include confirmation of policies 
for health and safety, child protection and 
management. We also ask for confirmation of 
insurance cover. The majority of this 
information is gathered in an annual survey but 
we will update our database if information is 
sent on to us at any time during the year. We 
remind all centres to provide us with details of 
any amendments to their facilities or contacts, 
web pages etc whenever they may occur. Our 
proposals for assessments of centres to produce 
a form of star rating is still available to those 
centres who may find it of use to themselves 
but we are not relying on it for recognition 
purposes. However we are looking for a simple 
straightforward way of assessing the quality of 
teaching at the different centres without the 
need for inspections or additional paperwork as 
we are aware that some centres are thought to 
teach better than others and we wish to 
encourage the weaker centres to improve and 
congratulate those where the standard is high.

Maintaining a flow of information between 
the Centres: We publish a short news sheet 
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about three times a year and this is circulated 
electronically to the centres with a hard copy 
being made available to Council members if an 
edition is published at the time of the Council 
meeting. We invite centres to contribute to this 
and to share with others their approach to 
teaching, their successes and failures and to 
highlight particular progress made either with 
teachers and teaching methods or with pupils. 
If the Committee becomes aware of individual 
problems with any centre it will respond and be 
as constructive and helpful as it can be, by way 
of suggestions and advice, and would encourage 
other centres to respond or to advise on the 
basis of their own experiences.

Continual development of centres: We wish 
to encourage activities and practices which result 
in attracting new ringers and which will also 
encourage the development of leadership qualities 
of its students, especially in young ringers, with 
them being able to take responsibility with regard 
to future recruitment and teaching of ringing to 
others and to enable them to take responsibility 
for the growth of centres and the furtherance of 
ringing within their own local ringing community. 
A pack we refer to as a ‘Good Practice Guide’ 
designed to give suggestions for a centre’s further 
development and the importance of including 
new ringers in a centre’s development is being 
prepared to assist with this.

The maintenance of web pages: We wish to 
see that our own web pages are fully up to date 
and that the many papers published via web 
pages are amended and brought up to date as 
may be appropriate so that incorrect or old 
information is not available from ourselves. 
This is on-going.

We do ask that we are informed if any centre 
is proposed to be established anywhere even if 
such centre is intended for only a short period, 
such as during school summer holidays. We 
will be asking guilds/associations to give us 
information as to numbers and an (off the 
record) assessment of success or otherwise 
where any centre is not recognised and we do 
not hold any amount of information on such 
centres ourselves, as this detail will be useful in 
assessing the efforts being made to increase the 
total number of ringers in the country so that 
the resources we have available may be used 
effectively.

The year to come will require us to tidy up 
what we have available to centres and ensure 
that it is fully up to date and maintained in that 
manner and to develop our resources especially 
to meet the needs of less permanent centres and 
the particular problems that they may experience, 
whilst putting more effort into those centres 
which have been proved to work well and 
efficiently and, although accepting that the same 
model does not always work in two different 
places, to share their experiences with those who 
need support and encouragement.

NORMAN MATTINGLeY (Chairman)
PHILIP BAILeY
ALAN BeNTLeY
ROGeR BOOTH
LeSLIe BOYCe
ROBeRT BROWN
ROBeRT NeWMAN
PIP PeNNeY

Ringing Trends Committee
 z Trends Committee Chairman presented at 

the “Future of Ringing” seminars run all 
over the country through 2013/14. 
Presented were an overview of areas of 
potential future growth and analysis of 
recruitment and retention of ringers, 
particularly emphasising the changing 
profile of the ringing population in respect 
of age, advancement and motivation, 
number of peal and quarter-peal ringers and 
the age and energy of ringing leaders.

 z Research on pastimes with a similar profile 
to ringing is being undertaken with the 
intention of answering two questions: 
“How are you successfully attracting new 
learners these days?” and “How are you 
successfully motivating participants as they 
are learning?”. Findings and common 
themes to be published in The Ringing 
World.

 z A significant, carefully designed survey 
that can be used to robustly measure the 
health of the Exercise is being designed and 
planned for launch at the September 2014 
Ringing Roadshow. We aim to answer 
questions such as how many active ringers 
there are, the vitality of bands (how often 
bells are rung and to what standard), and 
what are the demographics and skill levels 
of ringers. This can serve as a new 
benchmark for closer monitoring of trends.

 z This survey of towers will be supplemented 
by a broader survey of individual ringers. 
This can form the foundation of a register 
of ringers (and in time a method for 
identifying and understanding lapsed 
ringers), and can be a useful mechanism to 
gather ringers’ views and opinions now and 
in the future. Ringers are invited to suggest 
questions to be included in these surveys 
via the link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/ 

1gUEt0I7c64IQdvLHwSC24dDCu9 
LnY0GBLC_unrcXpGo/viewform

eLVA AINSWORTH (Chairman)
VeRONICA DOWNING (co-opted)
STePHeN eLWeLL-SUTTON
TONY FURNIVALL
GUY MORTON
SUe MORTON
TIM PeTT
Consultants:
MARK AINSWORTH
JeNNIFeR HOLDeN
ANDY ReeVe

Towers and Belfries Committee
Three meetings were held during 2013: in 

London, evesham and Oxford. Our thanks go 
to those members and organisations who/which 
have provided facilities for us. At the 2013 
Central Council meeting Roland Backhurst, 
James Clarke, Alan Frost and Andrew Preston 
retired. Roland, James and Alan were re-
elected and Bernard Stone elected in place of 
Andrew. We are sorry to lose Andrew from the 
Committee and thank him for his valuable 
contribution during his membership.

During the year, the Committee offered a basic 
maintenance day to all guilds and associations 
and several have taken this up. We provided two 
during the year and have two more set up to take 
place during early 2014. Our thanks go to the 
locals who set these up, and to Alan, Roland, 
Mike and George, who gave instruction. We had 
hoped to launch our new Maintenance Handbook 
at these events, but we are working on the 
content in order to ensure that the advice given is 
both current and appropriate.

We gave advice to some ten towers during the 
year; some by correspondence and some 
following a site visit. Four were in respect of 
sound control and one unfortunate case in which 
a new metal frame had been very poorly built-in 
to the tower walls. The whole frame was 
shunting due to the use of inappropriate materials 
and poor workmanship, we suspect because of a 
lack of understanding of the forces involved. 
Members have noticed an increase in the number 
of cases referred to us by parishes whose bells 
require a proper rehang, asking for advice to 
improve the “go” of their ring, but employing 
only minimal expenditure. Perhaps this is a sign 
of the times and illustrates how some parishes 
are having difficulty with fund raising.

We regret to report that we are now unable to 
carry out tower movement studies, due to 
having no members with sufficient knowledge 
to operate the equipment and do the mathematics 
to produce a meaningful report. We were 
unable to carry out the comparative studies 
intended and to which we referred in our last 
report. During the year we undertook one 
survey but have not yet been able to produce a 
report. We have had to disappoint several other 
enquiring towers, by saying that we are unable 
to oblige. Our advice in these circumstances is 
to consult the major bell founders, or a “bell-
wise” structural engineer, or the Building 
Research establishment. Unfortunately in the 
case of the last two options, this is likely to 
incur a substantial fee; having said that, the 
amount would be small in comparison with a 
large rehanging project. Our feeling is that, at 
the moment, we think it unlikely that we shall 
be able to offer this service again due to the 
difficulties we have in finding volunteers to 
provide this type of service.

Several members are working on 
information sheets for the following subjects, 
which we hope ringers will find useful. These 
are bird exclusion, staircase handrails, ringing 
room lighting, power and heating, bell and 
clock chamber lighting and power, and 
contract management. We hope to produce 
these during 2014.

Readers of The Ringing World will no doubt 
have read our occasional maintenance hints 
entitled “When did you last do it?”. These were 
produced by our member Adrian Semken and 
we are grateful to him for this work and intend 
to make them more widely available by adding 
them to our website.

At the 2014 Council meeting, two of our 
members are not seeking re-election and we are 
particularly keen to replace these with suitably 
qualified new members. By this we mean those 
with any engineering or architectural 
qualifications and experience, but additionally 
those who have personal experience of bell-
hanging and maintenance.
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parishes. Those with other enquiries relating to 
tax and finance are encouraged to read Steve 
Coleman’s excellent series written for The 
Ringing World a few years ago.

Tower Safety and Risk Assessment
In the past few months, in response to some 

regulatory changes from the Health and Safety 
executive (HSe), we have been reviewing our 
Guidance Note 4.

The Committee maintains regular contact 
with the ecclesiastical Insurance Group. This 
pro-active communication helps ensure a 
commonsense approach to tower safety. The 
very low incidence of claims involving bells 
and bellringers not only helps to keep insurance 
premiums down, but is also a testament to a 
very positive culture of safety awareness 
among the ringing community. Some welcome 
news from ecclesiastical is a significant 
reduction in metal thefts from churches.

Noise, the Law  
and the Environmental Health Officer

Last year the CCCBR Noise Complaints 
service acted on 16 separate enquiries. Of 
these, four were actually complaints about 
clocks! All other queries have been 
successfully resolved, bar two from perennial 
complainers. Alan Chantler continues to 
provide a rapid and effective response service 
for towers receiving complaints.

Website
Peter Trotman assists in keeping an up-to-

date and fresh look for the Committee’s work. 
All Guidance Notes can be found there, along 
with any supporting documents and guidelines; 
all reports to Council are there, and contact 
details of all Committee members. Cross-
referenced links are good, enabling visitors to 
find our material through a variety of links.

Guidance Notes
A key outcome of the Committee’s remit is 

the production and review of a set of 
Guidance Notes. These are reviewed 
annually, and are available via the Central 
Council website, as follows:

www.cccbr.org.uk/towerstewardship/
GN1 Insurance and Ringing
GN2 Tower Management
GN3 Child Protection in Towers
GN4 Tower Safety and Risk Assessment
GN5 Church Law
GN6 Fire Risk Assessment and Protection
GN7 Noise, the Law and the Environmental 

Health Officer
Conclusion

The Committee is well served by the wide 
range of skills, qualifications and experience 
brought by members. The Tower Stewardship 
Committee is very open to suggestions and 
recommendations from all areas of the Central 
Council regarding our remit, our communication 
methods and any other component of our work.

CHRISTOPHeR O’MAHONY (Chairman)
DAVID BURGeSS
ALAN CHANTLeR
ERNIE DE LEGH-RUNCIMAN
PeTeR KeMP
JAMeS SMITH

Finally, we wish to draw Council members’ 
attention to the Committee’s wish to recruit 
members from the north of england. We have 
none from anywhere north of Nottingham.

JAMeS CLARKe (Chairman)
ROLAND BACKHURST
MIKe BANKS
PeTeR BeNNeTT
TIMOTHY COLLINS
GeORGe DAWSON
ALAN FROST
DAVID KIRKCALDY
CHRIS POVeY
DAVID ROSKeLLY
ADRIAN SeMKeN
BeRNARD STONe
Consultant: GORDON BReeZe

Tower Stewardship Committee
Introduction

Throughout the past year, the Tower 
Stewardship Committee has continued to offer 
lay guidance in the general areas of tower 
management within the wider community. This 
report gives brief details of activities undertaken 
over the past twelve months. The Committee 
meets at least once per year, and conducts the 
majority of its business by electronic 
communications.
Child Protection

A high-profile area of guidance in recent 
years has been on the topic of child protection. 
We strive to keep this advice as up-to-date as 
possible for the ringing community, given that 
legislation and procedures are still evolving.

Chris Mew continues to be on the front foot 
in this area, seeking clarifications from central 
government and the House of Bishops, which 

he then articulates clearly to ringers through 
The Ringing World. Chris also assists 
associations and towers in querying local 
imposition of requirements that go beyond the 
requirements of law or policy. An up-to-date 
version of Guidance Note 3 (version 7) is now 
on the CCCBR website. This includes a new 
statement regarding the rehabilitation of 
ex-offenders.
Insurance and Ringing

The Committee has responded to a variety of 
queries related to insurance and ringing over 
the past twelve months. A number of these 
relate to specific interpretations of guild / 
association public liability cover, on which we 
can comment generally but cannot give legal 
advice. We have also given general advice to 
tower captains and PCCs regarding relevant 
considerations relating to insurance cover for 
bellringers. The Committee encourages guilds 
and associations to consider the inclusion of 
“member-to-member” liability insurance as 
part of any policy, and not just cover for third-
party injury or damage. Guidance Note 1 is 
currently being revised, in the light of issues 
raised and our ongoing dialogue with the 
ecclesiastical Insurance Group.
HMRC and ringers

Recent changes in HMRC procedures, namely 
the introduction of “auto-enrolment” and “real-
time information”, produced a significant 
number of enquiries. Some parishes had 
concluded that these changes meant volunteer 
bellringers must now automatically be treated as 
employees with respect to their wedding fees. 
The Tower Stewardship Committee is very 
grateful to Steve Coleman for his expertise and 
assistance in helping to correct some 
misconceptions. The Committee can facilitate 
similar assistance should this issue arise in other 

The T&B Committee – Roland Backhurst, James Clarke, Chris Povey, George Dawson, Timothy 
Collins, Alan Frost, David Kirkcaldy, Taylor’s employee Mike Banks, Bernard Stone and David 

Roskelly – with the largest (35cwt) of a set of three new bells supplied in March to Ta Giezu 
Convent Church, Rabat, Malta
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Bell Restoration Committee
The Committee met three times in 2013, in 

February, May and October.
Provision of Information and Advice

The Committee continues to provide 
information and advice on bell restoration in a 
variety of ways:

 z By personal contact with parishes and 
individuals – 52 such contacts were made 
in 2013 (of which 29 were new contacts), 
mainly for fundraising advice but also to 
receive news of ongoing projects. In 
addition to contact by telephone, email and 
letter, face to face contact with project 
leaders is often useful and much 
appreciated, as is attendance at dedication 
services following completion of projects.

 z By undertaking searches to identify 
possible sources of funds for projects – 
Although the Ffoenix database (the 
successor to FunderFinder) is now of 
limited value, we are able to use other 
sources of information on grant-making 
bodies. In 2013 we received 18 enquiries 
and completed 15 searches.

 z By providing articles for publication in The 
Ringing World – The good news in 2013 
was the announcement that from 1st 
October VAT paid on work to bells, 
including new ropes, can again be reclaimed 
under the Listed Places of Worship Grants 
Scheme (LPWGS) (RW Oct. 4 p.1004). 
The introduction of the Gift Aid Small 
Donations Scheme was also reported (RW 
May 3 p.476). With the kind co-operation 
of the Editor we shall continue to report 
any changes in legislation, etc., likely to 
affect bell restoration funding.

 z By issuing Guidance Notes – Guidance 
Notes have been prepared on the LPWGS, 
Applying for Grants, a Glossary of 
Bellringing Terms, Gift Aid and Contact 
Details for Bell Founders and Bell Hangers. 
These will shortly appear on the 
Committee’s website along with updates to 
the Appendices of the publication 
Organising a Bell Restoration Project.

 z By communicating with ringing societies 
and diocesan advisory committees – Letters 
have recently been sent to Central Council 
affiliated societies and to DAC secretaries 
and bell advisors drawing attention to the 
services offered by the Committee with a 
view to ensuring that parishes contemplating 
bell restoration are aware of the help 
available to them. We are also working 
with societies to encourage representatives 
of parishes with unringable bells to attend 
the Newbury Roadshow so that they may 
meet ringers, see ringing and be enthused 
to restore their bells.

Administration of Funds
 z The Central Council Bell Restoration Fund 

– Two previously agreed grants totalling 
£2,400 were paid in 2013, but the Fund 
remains at too low a level to invite new 
applications. In addition, £10,000 from the 
money received in donations towards the 

restoration of the bells of Christchurch 
Cathedral, New Zealand, was paid towards 
the recasting of one bell and refurbishment 
of the others by John Taylor & Co. Income 
has been received from donations and the 
sale of jigsaws and Oranges and Lemons 
prints. These will again be available for 
sale at the Committee’s stall at the 2014 
Council meeting and at the Ringing 
Roadshow. At 31st December the amount 
available for new grants was £5,887.

 z The Fred Dukes International Bell Fund – 
A grant of £1,300 has been awarded to 
Katoomba, New South Wales, and a 
previously agreed grant of £1,000 to 
Naremburn, NSW, has been paid, but the 
project at Queanbeyan, NSW, which had 
been awarded a grant of £3,022, has been 
abandoned. Grant offers from previous 
years are outstanding to Bunbury, Western 
Australia, (£2,000), and Queenstown, S 
Africa, (£200). Further applications for 
grants to be awarded in 2014 were invited 
in November.

The recast 5th for Christchurch Cathedral, 
New Zealand at Taylors (Photo courtesy of 

Simon Adams, John Taylor & Co.)

One of the Christchurch headstocks  
being machined at Taylors (Photo courtesy of 

Simon Adams, John Taylor & Co.)

The Christchurch Cathedral tenor  
(Photo courtesy of Simon Adams, John Taylor & Co.)

The Christchurch Cathedral bells at Taylors (Photo courtesy of Simon Adams, John Taylor & Co.)
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Future Work
In addition to the ongoing work referred to 

above, our plans include updating and 
improving the Committee’s website, the 
production of further guidance notes, 
preparation of a map showing the location of 
towers which have been in contact with us and 
those which have received grants from the 
CCBRF, and starting work on a new edition of 
Organising a Bell Restoration Project. We 
shall have stalls at both the 2014 Council 
meeting and the Ringing Roadshow, at which 
we shall welcome enquiries on all aspects of 
fundraising for bell restoration.
Membership

Frank Beech and Robin Shipp retire from the 
Committee this year as they will no longer be 
Council members. We thank them both for their 
contributions and Robin in particular for his 
service as Secretary and Chairman. Pat Albon 
and Peter Kirby also retire by rotation but are 
available for re-election. We shall be looking 
for at least one new member and would 
particularly welcome experience in dealing 
with Gift Aid, VAT and the Charity Commission.

PeTeR WILKINSON  
(Chairman from February 2014; 
previously Secretary)

PAT ALBON
JOHN BARNeS
FRANK BeeCH
JAY BUNYAN  

(Secretary from February 2014)
KeN DAVeNPORT
PeTeR KIRBY
BILL NASH (until May 2013)
IAN ORAM
CHRIS ROGeRS
ROBIN SHIPP  

(Chairman until February 2014)

Criteria for allocating CCBRF 
grants and loans
1.0 Applications will be considered for the 

following:
1.1 Restoration or augmentation work to 

existing bell installations, or the provision 
of new bell installations, in any country in 
the World where the bells are, or are to be, 
hung for full circle ringing.

1.2 Costs of structural and other ancillary 
work integral to the bell installation will 
be considered when these are in addition 
to work on the bell installation.

1.3 Loans or guarantees (when funds allow) to 
the bell restoration funds (BRFs) of 
societies affiliated to the Central Council, 
where the trustees may wish to make 
offers or promises of future grants in 
excess of the money currently available in 
their funds.

2.0 Offers of grants, loans or guarantees will 
normally be made from the Fund only if:

2.1 Support and approval for the project are to 
be given by the local ringing society, and

2.2 Support and approval for the project are 
given by the PCC or other appropriate 
authority, and

2.3 There is in place an existing band of 
ringers or the project plans include a firm 

commitment to recruit and train a band, 
and

2.4 Consideration has been given to the need 
to include any form of sound control 
within the project specification.

Priorities
3.0  Priority will normally be given to 

applications as follows:
3.1  High priority will be given where there is 

an existing band of ringers and the bells 
are in imminent danger of becoming 
unringable.

3.2  For augmentations priority will be given to 
projects to restore or provide a ring of 5 or 
6 bells.

3.3  Projects with a total cost of less than 
£5,000 will have low priority.

Administration and Operation
4.0  The Bell Restoration Committee (BRC) 

will be responsible for administering the 
Fund. It will normally operate as follows:

4.1  Grants, loans and guarantees will be 
allocated after advertising in The Ringing 
World, and elsewhere if appropriate, for 
applications to be made. Offers will be 
made and will remain open for two years 
and then lapse. No payment of a grant 
will be made until the work has been 
carried out satisfactorily and the bill 
presented. The intention is for money in 
the fund to be used rather than 
accumulated, but no offers of grants, 
loans or guarantees will be made if no 
suitable applications are received.

4.2  As far as possible a balance will be struck 
so that grants, loans and guarantees are 
spread geographically and socially, and in 
proportion to the types of applications 
received, spread of centres of ringing and 
any other relevant factors. Also a balance 
will be struck among grants, loans and 
guarantees in approximate proportion  
to the requests received, but with each 
batch of applications assessed on their 
own merits.

4.3  Loans or guarantees will be subject to 
written agreements, with repayments 
unlikely to be over a greater period than 
two years, although shorter periods will be 
encouraged. The BRF’s ability to repay 
will be assessed before any loans or 
guarantees are offered. It is not intended 
that interest will be charged.

4.4  The BRC may consult as necessary before 
offering any grant, loan or guarantee, 
including inviting comment from other 
parties, such as the local society affiliated 
to the Central Council.

4.5  Appeals against decisions of the Bell 
Restoration Committee will be determined 
by the Trustees of the Central Council. 
Such appeals must be made in writing to 
the Secretary of the Central Council within 
3 months of the initial decision being 
made and the Trustees will then consider 
the application afresh.

Biographies Committee
The Committee met twice during the year at 

Radley in March and October. Hilary Aslett 

and Brian Hullah stood down in May and were 
replaced by Wendy Graham and Pat Halls (who 
was previously co-opted). 

Published records – Work continued to put 
more records on line as part of the drive over 
the last few years to clear the historic backlog. 
During 2013, an additional 122 records were 
published and 6 rather sparse historic records 
were upgraded to fuller versions. 871 records 
were on the website at the year end. More will 
be added early in 2014. We are also grateful to 
Stuart Piper of the ICT Committee for handling 
the very large number of updates to the website 
that we generate. Our main focus is to make 
records available to the exercise on the web. 
We also intend to print new records to complete 
the archival set of paper records but this is a 
lower priority.

Core work – Researching and writing 
records continues as a core task (Pat Halls, 
John Harrison, Pat Hickey, Bobbie May). 
Searching Births, Marriages & Deaths records 
(David Willis) provides an invaluable input, 
especially where identity or dates are uncertain. 
Records are produced in a standard format 
(John Harrison, Margaret Oram). We maintain 
a record of current and former Council members 
(Richard Andrew) with date of death or the 
status of information held (forms, pictures). We 
receive new information both digitally and on 
paper. Much of the information we already 
hold is on paper and we will continue using 
both media for the time being.

New initiatives:
 z Tony Smith has been working with the 

Committee to develop an analysis of 
which members served on which Council 
committees over the years. When 
complete we plan to link these lists to the 
biographic records to provide an 
additional structured way to access the 
growing collection of records.

 z We are researching the history of the 
societies that Council members have 
represented, many of which no longer 
exist or have merged with other societies. 
We believe this will be a useful historical 
resource. We also intend to link it to the 
biographic records to provide an 
additional structured way to access the 
record collection.

 z Many of the historic paper records have an 
attached envelope containing additional 
papers or pictures. The contents are not 
visible on the image on the website and 
we have begun going through them to find 
out what each contains, and whether it 
could provide useful additional material to 
be made available, probably in an 
augmented record.

 z Work continues writing articles on the lives 
of Prolific Peal Ringers (Bill Butler). By 
the year end 13 had been published in The 
Ringing World. These will later appear on 
the website.

 z Our plans for online submission and access 
to biographic information of ringers are on 
hold pending the upgrade of the Council 
website. We maintain contact with the ICT 
Committee and expect to work with them 
on this in due course.
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Collaboration – We collaborated with the 
ICT Committee on the specification of facilities 
that will support our future plans for online 
biographic information, as well as others, 
notably the Rolls of Honour (John Harrison & 
Henry Coggill). We expect to provide further 
input to the ICT Committee as it moves towards 
implementing the CMS.

We are grateful to all the ringers and society 
secretaries and archivists who have helped us to 
compile records by providing information, in 
some cases involving local research, about 
people they knew or who were members of their 
society. We would welcome the opportunity to 
work with other people who are interested in 
ringing history, for example those researching 
the history of their societies or those with an 
interest in a particular deceased ringer.

Members and former members of the Council 
who died in 2013 are:

Roger D Bailey, Middlesex County Association 
and London Diocesan Guild, 1989 - 2013, 
attended 24 meetings, died 22 January 2013.

Arthur C (Bill) Berry, Worcestershire & 
Districts Association, 1972 - 1984, attended 12 
meetings, died 30 January 2013.

Howard William egglestone, Suffolk Guild 
1966 - 1978; Honorary member 1978 - 1984; 
Oxford Diocesan Guild 1984 - 1993; Life 
Member 1993 - 2013, attended 40 meetings, 
died 17 February 2013.

John Barry Pickup, Norwich Diocesan 
Association, 1978 - 1984, attended 6 meetings, 
died 5 March 2013.

Betty Robbins, née Spice, Oxford University 
Society, 1948 - 1950, attended 1 meeting, died 
14 March 2013.

Jean Mary Weddell (Dr), London County 
Association, 1974 - 1981, attended 6 meetings, 
died 10 March 2013.

Ronald Reginald Warford, Durham & 
Newcastle Diocesan Association, 1993 - 2013, 
attended 18 meetings, died 29 April 2013.

Roger Geoffrey Green, Leeds University 
Society, 1973 - 1974 and 2009 - 2011, attended 
3 meetings, died 11 May 2013.

Tudor Parry edwards, University of Bristol 
Society, 1960 - 1975, attended 14 meetings, 
died 20 May 2013.

Alan R Smith, Suffolk Guild, 1984 - 2008, 
attended 22 meetings, died 5 August 2013.

Jack Roberts Worrall, Guildford Diocesan 
Guild, 1954 - 1957, attended 1 meeting, died 1 
September 2013.

Shelagh Rosemary Melville, née Collins, 
Peterborough Diocesan Guild, 1963 - 1966, 
attended 3 meetings, died 18 October 2013.

David Alan Strong, Gloucester & Bristol 
Diocesan Association 1993 - 2002 and 
Winchester & Portsmouth Diocesan Guild 
2008 - 2011, attended 12 meetings, died 15 
November 2013.

Margery Alice Wratten, née Birch, Honorary 
Member 1972 - 1993, attended 21 meetings, 
died 19 December 2013.

The following names of former members of 
the Council who died in previous years have 
come to light:

Kenneth Newman, Society of Royal 
Cumberland Youths, 1966 - 1969, attended 3 
meetings, died 11 June 2010.

Charlie William Player, Romney Marsh 
Society, attended no meetings, died 22  
April 1933.

Dennis R Jones, Lancashire Association, 
1974 - 1993, attended 19 meetings, died 
January/February 2010.

JOHN HARRISON (Chairman)
RICHARD ANDReW
WILLIAM BUTLeR
HeNRY COGGILL
WeNDY GRAHAM
PATRICIA HALLS
PATRICK HICKeY
BOBBIe MAY
MARGAReT ORAM
DAVID WILLIS

Compositions Committee
The Compositions Committee hold regular 

conference calls and are in contact by email.
During the year, the following submissions 

were published in The Ringing World:
 z 2013 date touches
 z 1,300s and 5,300s for the Stedman 

Tercentenary celebration
 z article on composer Arthur Craven.

The Ringing World Diary compositions were 
updated in conjunction with the Methods 
Committee and further enhancements will be 
made available for the 2015 Diary.

The main emphasis and work of the 
Committee is to maintain and update the web 
collection of peal (21,024 as at 15 Jan 2014) 
and quarter peal (1,366) compositions and to 
encourage new submissions, particularly from 
aspiring composers who we have tried to 
encourage as much as possible.

This means that over 1,100 peal compositions 
and 70 quarter peals were uploaded to the 
website in twelve months. Our particular thanks 
go to Don Morrison for undertaking this as 
compositions are submitted in a number of 
formats, and these have to be carefully entered 
and checked for accuracy and truth. The web 
collection is a live and growing valuable 
database of all types of compositions, and 
provision has been made to store a copy of the 
data on the CCCBR server and update this on a 
regular basis to ensure the collection is 
preserved for the future.

Current trends in composition include little 
bell runs, cyclic compositions, and compositions 
with link methods; however the real innovations 
in more complex compositions are limited to a 
small group of gifted ringers. These 
compositions appear on Campanophile and 
BellBoard and private web collections and are 
reviewed by experts and peers, reducing the 
necessity for Ringing World reviews.

The easy access of online compositions 
means that it is difficult to justify the work 
required to produce and publish new books of 
compositions. It may be possible to produce 
pdfs either of existing composition books or 
from the web collection and we will be looking 
into this.

Most composers appear to be self-taught, so 
the Committee are considering holding a 
workshop on composition for aspiring 
composers; this will take the form of sharing a 
stand with the Peal Records Committee at the 
Ringing Roadshow.

Prior to his illness, Roger Bailey was 
collating a collection of handbell compositions 
for the Committee. The last updates to this 
were in 2004, but Peter Blight has now taken 
on the responsibility to update and maintain 
this collection.

The Committee is planning to produce 
articles on technical aspects of composition, for 
example how to generate music in certain 
methods, and items of historical interest. Any 
suggestions for such articles or contributions 
from composers would be welcomed.

The Committee would like to thank Mike 
Hopkins Till and Philip Larter for their 
contributions to the Committee. It is time to 
re-evaluate the future role of the Compositions 
Committee and get some new blood on to the 
Committee and inject some new ideas and 
action for the future.

Finally, to reiterate, we very much welcome 
submissions of new peal and quarter peal 
compositions and these should be sent to 
compositions@cccbr.org.uk.

PAUL FLAVeLL (Chairman)
RICHARD ALLTON
FReD BONe
MIKe HOPKINS TILL
STUART HUTCHIeSON
PHILIP LARTeR

Education Committee
Since the Council meeting in 2013, the 

Committee has held two face-to-face meetings 
at Wellesbourne in Warwickshire, plus one 
phone conference. This year we welcomed one 
new member: David Roskelly (Veronese 
Association).

The Committee has continued with a range 
of initiatives, which includes some which are 
owned mainly within the Committee itself and 
an increasing number which involve liaising 
with other interested groups outside the Central 
Council, who are involved in ringing education 
and training. That is reflected in the proposed 
new Terms of Reference for the Committee 
going forward.

The committee continues to co-ordinate 
closely with the Association of Ringing 
Teachers (ART). Many members of the 
committee are involved as tutors or mentors for 
the increasing number of ITTS courses being 
delivered. In addition, some materials have 
been jointly developed between the two, 
including the Ringing Practice Toolkit, which 
is online now and also being considering for 
publication in book form.

We have continued to develop and give the 
Listening Course, with new materials and now 
incorporating both the Abel and Beltower 
software packages. Plans are being developed 
to offer a self-teach option for some parts of the 
course and to make it available in an easy to use 
form for societies to give locally.

The Conduct 5040 scheme (becoming 
support4u2conduct.org) continues with a 
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modest number of new participants. Work has 
started to review training courses available for 
aspiring new conductors, with a view to pulling 
together best practices and making those more 
widely available.

The Network for Ringing Training (NRT) 
has now been formally transitioned to other 
ringing forums and distribution lists, as it has 
run its course and served its original purpose of 
raising the profile of ringing education. General 
discussions on education topics now take place 
via the Change Ringers web forum and 
communications out to societies via centrally 
maintained Central Council distribution lists.

The Judging Striking Competitions book 
came into full swing this year. It has been 
selling well, not only to prospective judges, but 
also to teams entering a competition to get 
excellent tips on what judges are looking for!

Other initiatives involving liaising with other 
groups include a North American initiative on a 
new generation of ringing videos, plus the 
production of ringing Domino games with the 
Whiting Society (for distribution at the 
upcoming Ringing Roadshow).

This year has been one of transition for the 
Committee, as we have seen a change of Chair, 
with Peter Dale retiring from this Committee 
and the Council. Thanks are recorded for all his 
work on this Committee and the wider Council.

Many people have assisted the Committee 
with its work and we extend our thanks to them 
all, particularly Frank Lewis for helping to 
maintain all the information on the Committee’s 
web pages.

DUNCAN WALKeR (Chair)
GeOFF HORRITT (Secretary)
BRIAN SANDeRS (Treasurer)
JAMeS BLACKBURN
PeTeR DALe
TONY FURNIVALL
GILL HUGHeS
CATHeRINe LeWIS
PIP PeNNeY
DAVID ROSKeLLY
DeBORAH THORLeY
SUSAN WeLCH

Information and Communications 
Technology Committee

The major work of the Committee remains 
the maintenance and enhancement of the 
Council’s website, plus advice and support as 
required to other committees. Progress with 
migration of the website to the Joomla! content 
management system has been delayed by 
pressure of other activities; a new plan will be 
discussed at our first committee meeting of the 
new triennium.

Stuart Piper has replaced six and added 128 
new biographical records to the Biographies 
Committee web pages. There are now 871 
biographical records on their website. Andrew 
Craddock (consultant to the ICTC) has provided 
the Biographies Committee with peal data for 
deceased ringers.

Andrew Craddock has maintained the post-
1989 peal records on the Felstead Database for 
the Peals Records Committee.

Peter Trotman has maintained the Council’s 
website with the exception of the pages for the 

Education Committee, Library Committee and 
Peal Records Committee.

Mike Chester has assisted the Publications 
Committee to set up a PayPal online payments 
system which should be operational in the near 
future. He has also helped the Publications 
Committee make numerous publications 
available for free download.

We remain grateful to Aidan Hopkins for his 
skills and time spent administering our server.

MIKe CHeSTeR (Chairman)
ALAN CHANTLeR
STePHeN NASH
STUART PIPeR
DAVID RICHARDS
PeTeR TROTMAN

Report of the Stewards of the 
Carter Ringing Machine Collection

The past year has seen no significant 
developments with regard to either the Carter 
Ringing Machine or the Cummins simulators. 
There have been no requests for demonstrations 
and I (Bill Purvis) have made only one visit to 
Loughborough to test out a modification to 
make the machine more reliable. This was only 
partly successful, and further work is needed to 
complete this.

As Alan Berry is standing down at this 
year’s AGM, a candidate was found to take 
over and James Blackburn is expected to be 
appointed in his place. James visited 
Loughborough with me towards the end of the 
year and we spent some time familiarising 
him with the operation of the machine.

Looking forward to 2014, with the 
appointment of James, we have arranged for 
better insurance cover which will allow us to 
take the machine out of the museum, either  
for demonstrations such as the Newbury 
Roadshow, or for an extensive overhaul which 
will be undertaken by James and myself jointly. 
We hope that this will bring the machine into a 
more reliable state and enable demonstrations 
at other locations. BILL PURVIS

ALAN BeRRY

Report of the Steward of the 
Rolls of Honour

The two original Memorial Books are kept 
in their display case at St Paul’s Cathedral; 
they are in good condition and the pages are 
regularly turned. The original Great War 
Book records 1,207 names and the WWII 
Book 300 names.

The new Great War Roll of Honour now 
contains 118 Names, 21 of which have been 
added during March 2014. I am very pleased 
that Timothy Noad, who did the original 
illumination and calligraphy work, has agreed 
to write in new names as they are found.

The Rolls of Honour website pages are now 
completely up to date with new found casualties 
added and some of the earlier information 
corrected or updated. I am, as always, grateful 
to Peter Trotman for his work on updating the 
website. Those listed in the original Rolls of 
Honour who have not yet been identified now 
stand at 36 – work will continue in this area but 

these are proving particularly difficult to 
resolve. A new search feature has been 
introduced which will enable users to see the 
lists sorted by date of death.

An article about the upcoming Centenary 
of the Great War appeared in The Ringing 
World, issue 5350 on November 8th 2013. 
This focused on how ringers who fell during 
this conflict are remembered in towers across 
the British Isles and featured photographs 
taken at St Alphege, Solihull; Oxhey, 
Hertfordshire; West Clandon, Surrey; and 
Bangor, Northern Ireland.

I am very pleased that The Ringing World has 
decided to publish a “Roll of Honour” for 
ringers who fell in the Great War. It is 
anticipated that this will be a few weeks ahead 
of the centenary of their deaths in the hope that 
local ringers will commemorate their 
predecessors with some form of special ringing. 
As that time approaches I will encourage 
ringers to undertake this and I hope I will have 
the support of fellow Central Council members 
and the wider ringing community.

The authorities at St Paul’s Cathedral, where 
the Rolls of Honour are kept, have undertaken 
to digitise all Great War Rolls of Honour in 
their keeping and have offered, at no cost to the 
Central Council, to include our three Rolls in 
this project. This will enable the books to be 
made more widely available. This will be 
undertaken during 2014.

As always I am grateful to ringers and others 
for supplying information, particularly to 
Robert Wellen and Alan Seymour. Once again 
David Underdown, Surrey Association, has 
provided valuable research assistance.

As the 100th anniversary of the start of the 
Great War approaches I hope that, as ringers, 
we can commemorate those who rang before us 
and who made the great sacrifice.

ALAN REGIN

Report of the Stewards of the 
Dove Database

The flow of updates to the information that 
we present on the Dove website continues at 
much the same rate as in previous years and our 
Dovemaster (John Baldwin) has maintained his 
impressive record of processing the vast 
majority of those changes on the day of receipt 
and of publishing updated web content on an 
almost daily basis, a feat that he has maintained 
for over 15 years. As in previous years, we 
wish to express our gratitude to Sid Baldwin, 
John’s son, for his technical contribution in the 
development and maintenance of the website 
capability and to Ron Johnston for his guidance 
and wise advice. We also wish to thank George 
Salter for continuing to post Dove updates on 
our behalf to Facebook and Rosalind Martin 
for Twittering about Dove. The latter feed is 
currently dormant and we would be pleased to 
hear from anyone who would like to assume 
this rôle.

We have a number of regular contributors 
who are particularly diligent in drawing our 
attention to changes that need to be made, and 
we sincerely thank them for continuing to do 
so. Without their vigilance, many of these 
updates, particularly those posted on social 
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media sites and other websites such as 
Campanophile, would never find their way into 
the Dove database. This year we wish in 
particular to thank publicly Andrew Higson for 
supplying details of various Taylor bell 
installations, not only those carried out recently 
but from the foundry archives and which have 
considerably enabled such good progress to 
have been made with the prototype-National 
Bell Register (pNBR) coverage.

We reported last year that we were reviewing 
the previously unfettered availability to the 
general ringing public of the raw data extract 
from the Dove database that underpins the 
Dove website. We have now implemented a 
mechanism that requires all intending users of 
the extract to apply to us for a personal 
download code and to provide us with an 
assurance that their intended usage complies 
with the terms that we outline on the website. 
Since then, we have issued about 50 download 
codes and the data extract has been downloaded 
about 100 times.

This year, we have introduced two new 
pages within the website: one listing those 
projects – about which we have been informed 
– that are currently in progress and the other 
showing – for a period of not more than 6 
months – those which we have been told have 
been completed.

In January 2013, a forum was arranged by 
the Committee for Redundant Bells to discuss 
the future of bells and bell frames in closed and 
closing churches. It was suggested then that it 
would be useful if the Dove website would 
show the listed building status of each building 
holding a ring of bells. Since that time we have 
worked with English Heritage, and other 
heritage organisations, to capture these data, 
and these are now available on the ‘Details’ 
page for each ring in the British Isles, together 
with a link to a page within the appropriate 
heritage website that provides a detailed 
description of the building.

We made the decision during the year to no 
longer include inscription bands in the pNBR 
listing of the bells at a tower. This decision was 
taken because it has quite rightly been pointed 
out to us that showing them has the potential to 
make them more vulnerable to theft in the light 
of the fact that they are relatively easily 
moveable and of not inconsiderable scrap 
value. We do, however, continue to hold these 
data within the pNBR itself.

With the continued improvement in the 
quality of Google satellite imagery across the 
globe we have this year finished a project 
started several years ago to provide the location 
(lat/long) of each ring of bells to pin-point 
accuracy (five decimal places). We wish to 
thank Anne Sladen for her continued input into 
this work and for continually monitoring those 
few remaining rings for which the images were 
previously inadequate. We have observed, 
however, that different versions of the satellite 
images seem to move slightly and so would 
warn that the least significant digit should be 
considered only an approximation.

Having completed the harvesting of lat/
longs, and given that we already provide a grid 
reference for each ring in the British Isles, we 
published a news item announcing our intention 
to no longer show the nearest postcode to each 

ring. We were very quickly overwhelmed with 
requests to reconsider and, as a result of this 
lobbying, we have decided to retain postcodes 
within the Dove database. Not only that, but we 
have extended our coverage to provide the 
postcode for every ring within the British Isles 
bar the Republic of Ireland which currently 
does not use them.

All of the above, together with the multitude 
of unreported items that we deal with on an 
ongoing basis, occupies as much of our spare 
time as we feel able to contribute (we estimate 
a total of about 50 hours per week). What this 
does not address is the urgent need to provide a 
new solution to be used by our successors as 
Dove Stewards to replace the existing single 
user, DOS-based Dove database initially 
developed many years ago by John, continually 
adapted by him ever since, and which we do 
not consider to be viable for use by future 
stewards. We increasingly see this as a task that 
needs to be undertaken by a separate team not 
involved in the day-to-day running of the Dove 
website and working in parallel with the Dove 
Stewards. The risk of not starting this soon is 
that there will be nothing for us to hand over to 
our successors apart from the accumulated raw 
data. JOHN BALDWIN

TIM JACKSON

Rescue Fund for Redundant Bells
The full name of the charity is:-
CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH 

BELL RINGERS RESCUE FUND 
FOR REDUNDANT BELLS

The charity is not incorporated. The 
constitution derives from rules adopted on the 
29th May 1979 (amended on the 26th May 
2008) and registered with the Charity 
Commission on the 22nd October 1979. The 
Charity’s registration number is 278816.

The principal address of the Charity is that of 
the secretary namely:-

8 LEBANON GARDENS, LONDON 
SW18 1RG.

The principal object of the Fund is to advance 
the Christian religion by the rescue of redundant 
bells for the purpose of their being rehoused 
elsewhere for ringing in churches.

The Trustees of the Fund are the members of 
the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers 
Committee for Redundant Bells namely:-

R. J. Cooles
T. Jackson
J. Newman
Miss Helen Webb
D. Westerman
R. Wood
The Honorary Secretary is: R. J. Cooles
The Honorary Treasurer is: Helen Webb

Annual report: 2013
The Committee has not ‘rescued’ any rings 

of bells during the past year but has used its 
own funds to assist the Keltek Trust Rescue 
Fund: this enables the joint funds to finance the 
acquisition of bells otherwise at risk; the loans 
will be repaid on the use of the bells elsewhere. 
This has ensured that the Rescue Fund has 
actually been used in the year for the rescue of 

various bells rather than sitting in a bank 
account. We have therefore helped both 
organisations in achieving their objectives.

The Trust still maintains a register of those 
ringers who are prepared to lend money to the 
Fund in case of need – where a ring of bells 
requires purchase urgently. Fortunately, this 
need has not arisen in recent years but it still 
remains the case that it could and so the 
Committee remains grateful to those who 
continue to leave their offer ‘on the table’ from 
year to year.

R. J. COOLeS (Honorary Secretary)
HeLeN WeBB (Honorary Treasurer)

Rescue Fund for Redundant Bells
Registered Charity No 278816

Statement of Financial Activities for the 
year ended 31 December 2013
 2013 2012Incoming resources
Interest receivable 28 76
Every Click (= donations from ringers) 82 32
Donations 0 102
Refund 40 0
Resources expended
Payments 0 0
Net incoming resources 150 210

Balances at 1 January 2013 13,571 13,361
Balances at 31 December 2013 13,721 13,571
Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2013
Current assets
Loan to Keltek Trust Rescue Fund 8,500 4,500
Cash in bank and on deposit 5,221 9,071
Total current assets 13,721 13,571

Current liabilities 0 0
Net current assets 13,721 13,571

Funds
Unrestricted 13,721 13,571

HELEN WEBB
27 March 2014

Managing External Pressures
The Tower Stewardship Committee of 

the Central Council has compiled a 
number of leaflets that offer advice on 
how to manage external pressures that 
may affect bell towers and bell ringers. 
They cover the following areas:-

 z  Tower Management
 z  Child Protection in Towers
 z  Church Law in Relation to Bells
 z  Fire Risk Assessment
 z  Insurance and Ringing
 z  Tower Safety and Risk Assessment
 z  Noise, the Law,  

and the environmental Health Officer

These leaflets can be found on the 
Central Council web site at:

www.cccbr.org.uk/towerstewardship
For further information, contact the 

Chairman of the CCCBR Tower Stewardship 
Committee:

Christopher O’Mahony
Harrow School,
Harrow-on-the-Hill,
HA1 3HP
020 8872 8215
tschair@cccbr.co.uk
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