FIFTY YEARS A BRANCH SECRETARY
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AN ANCIENT FAMILY OF FOUNDERS
THE ELDRIDGES
By WILLIAM SHEPHERD

HE ancient foundry at Wokingham first became known

during the latter half of the 14th century, and although

there is no record of the owner’s names at that time,
we do know that Roger Landen followed about 1448. John
Mitchell had the foundry from 1487 to 1493, and two years
later founding ceased at Wokingham. A revival took place
in 1565 when Thomas Eldridge was in business there,
assisted by his son Richard. The work was followed on by
Richard, aided by another Thomas, presumably his son,
and many bells dated from 1592 to 1623 came from this
Wokingham foundry.

Richard went further afield and set up a branch estab-
lishment at Horsham, Sussex, but it seems to have been a
rather small affair which was called *Belle House,’ rented
from the churchwardens from 1592 to 1623. The rent paid
was but little, for it is recorded that in 1611 two-thirds of
the annual rental of 6s. 8d. was covered by °casting of a
pare of Brasses for the great Bell,” which goes to show that
the place was probably little more than a shed, retained
for the convenience of local orders. In those days of few
and rough roads the element of nearness would weigh much
with church authorities when recasting or new bells were
contemplated.

Richard spelt his name Eldridg on many bells and his
usual inscription was ‘ Our hope is in the Lord,” together
with his initials and the date. In rare cases he would in-
dulge in a longer wording, and the tenor at Chobham,
Surrey, bears one of these inscriptions. As no bells of his
can be found of later date than 1623 it is concluded that
he died in that year.

Bryan Eldridge succeeded his father, and he seems to
have been casting bells both at Wokingham and Horsham,
for a bell of his at Ifield, Sussex, revealed the date of 1618.
The following year, 1619, he set up his furnaces at Chertsey,
Surrey, and we are left guessing why such a change was
made. In his first stage at Chertsey he put his full name
on the bells he cast, in the same ‘black letter * that his
father used. During the period 1623-1629 he used ordinary
Roman capitals, and his inscriptions were in Latin, but he
spelt his name Eldredge. From 1631 to the year of his
death. 1640. he adopted “ Gloria Deo in Excelsis,” together
with his initials instead of his name.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2, 1953

Registered at the G.P.O. for
transmission as a newspaper

The business passed into the hands of his eldest son, who
was also named Bryan, who carried it on for 28 years. He
lived in troublous times, but, like his father and grand-
father, he had a large business judging by the many bells
recorded in several counties. He discarded all mottoes and
his bells bore only the date, together with his name. He
cast a ring of five at Lingfield, Surrey, an unusual proceed-
ing, seeing the country was engaged with the Civil War.
He launched out with a new departure in 1656 by setting
up a foundry in Coventry where he cast bells for Warwick-
shire and adjoining counties. He did not give up his Chert-
sey foundry as he cast bells for Wraysbury and other places
in 1657. Most likely he paid occasional visits to Coventry,
leaving a foreman in charge.

He died in 1661 and his brother William took over the
business with which he had been connected previously, for
the names of both brothers appeared on some bells.
William carried on the foundry for 53 years and died at
the age of 82 in the closing days of 1716. It is probable
that his eldest and only surviving son William had con-
ducted the business during the final years of the foundry,
and in view of the fact that no Eldridge bells were found
later than 1714 it may be concluded that owing to serious
opposition from London foundries, also a trade slump, the
Eldridge foundry had to close down. The house where
William Eldridge lived is on the south side of Windsor
Street, Chertsey, nearly opposite the Parish Church, and
the name it still bears is “Eldridges.’

FORTY YEARS AGO
From ‘The Ringing World * of January 3rd, 1913

PEAL RINGING EXTRAORDINARY

The year 1912 proved, indeed, a record year for peal ringing. . . .
With the reports which appear in this issue we have recorded in ‘The
Ringing World * well over 2.200 peals rung during 1912. so that it is not
unlikely that the record aggregate of 1.739 in 1911 may be beaten by no
less than 500. ... Of This year’s total about 300 have been rung on
Eandb_ells, showing the great advance which has been made in this

irection.

Among the ringers who have made big{ scores, there are. in addition
to Mr. A. W. Grimes, who headed the list with 114 for the year, the
following who have rung over 40 peals: Messrs. B. Prewett 100. A. H.
Pulling 94, E. Pye 74. F. Bennett 71. F. I. Hairs 69. W. Pye 67, |. G.
Shade 58, J. E. Davis 57. K. Hart 55. J. Hunt 55, W. Shepherd 54, M.
Smither 52. R. Sanders 52, F. Blondell 50, G. R. Pye 47 and G. Williams
41. Mr. E. M, Atkins has also rung close on 60 peals. Mr. Pulling again
heads the list of conductors with 90. while among those who have called
20 or over are Messrs. W. Pye 51. F. Bennett 47. B. Prewett 34. G.
Williams 34, K. Hart 33, W. Shepherd 33. C. F. Bailey 26. J. Motts 25,
C. Glenn 24, and E. M. Atkins 20.

Another feature of the year has been the part which the ladies have
played in peal ringing. . .”. Miss Parker has rung no fewer than 35 (11
on handbells?}, of which she conducted 17, and Miss Elsie Bennett has
rung 27 on handbells. The figures for the year are truly remarkable.
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TEN BELL PEAL

STRATFORD-ON-AVON, WARWICKSHIRE.
THE COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 9 Minutes,
At the Church of The Holy Trinity
A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL
Tenor 19 cwt. in E.

J. L. Garner Hayward  Treble Frank E. Pervin .. 6
Frank W. Perrens 2 Arthur V. Pearson .. 7
Albert Walker 3 +David A. Carpenter 8
Edgar C. Shepherd 4 George E. Fearn .. .. 9
Wiltliam C. Dowding 5 Frank E. Haynes .. .. Tenor

Composed by J. W. Parker.
* First peal on ten bells. First peal in the method on the bells.

EIGHT BELL PEALS

BISHOP'S CLEEVE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Fri., Dec. 12, 1952, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
AT the Church of St. Michael-and-All-Angels,
A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES

Heywood's Tenor 19 cwt. 2 qr 21 Ib.
JOHN Thomas  .ccecveninns Treble ! Thomas Boreham .5
Edwin T. Newbury . 2 | Leslie Barry  .cveens 6
lvor Goulter ... 3 | Lestie E. Aston . 7
Frederick G. Nurden 4 ' Peter Baker . .. Tenor

Conducted by John Thomas.
The first peal of Stedman on the bells.

BOLTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
Oon Fri.. Dec 12, 1952, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
the Church of St. Pete
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES .
Day’s Six-part. Tenor 15J cwt. in F.

Geoffrey Pearson .. Treble Alan Pendlebury 5
James Fielding 2 ‘Vincent Martin . 6
Norman Tompkins 3 Peter Crook, sen. . 7
Joseph Thornley 4 | tALAN Jackson .. ..Tenor

Conducted by Peter Crook, sen.
*First peal of Grandsire Triples, t First peal.
A silver wedding compliment to the local tower captain, Mr. V.
Martin, and Mrs. Martin.

BROMSGROVE. WORCESTERSHIRE.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM.
On Sat.. Dec. 13, 1952, in 3 Hours and 15 Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist.
A PEAL OF 5088 RUTLAND SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 18 cwt. (approx.).

Shirley V. Rymer ..Treble Anthony Ager A 5

Muriel Reay .o 2 Arthur V. Pearson .. 6

John McDonald R 3 Henry H. Fearn AP 7

John Pinfold ... 4 George E. Fearn .. .. Tenor

Composed by Charles W. Roberts. Conducted by Geo. E. Fearn.
CHESTER

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 13. 1952, in 3 Hours and 9 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary-without-the-Walls,
A PEAL OF 5040 LITTLE BOB MAJOR
Tenor 19 cwt. 3 qr. 12 Ib.

‘Daphne Lloyd .. .Treble Percy Swindley . 5
*J). Benjamin Budd 2 Dennis H. B. Mlllward 6
Roger B. Morris .. .. 3 John W. Griffiths .. 7

George F. Sperring .. Brian Harris
Composed by N. J. Pitstow (C C.C. 88). Conducted by Brian Harris.
*First peal in the method.
A birthday compliment to Miss Betty Griffiths and Mr. S. Jones.

HOLYWOOD, CO. DOWN.
THE IRISH ASSOCIATION.
On Sat.. Dec. 13, 1952, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,
At the Church of SS. Philip and James,
A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
Tenor 12 cwt. 16 Ib.

¢James Edgar Fred E. Dukes AU 5
+John Savage . 2 lJohn T. Dunwoody . 6
¢Jean Stewart (18) .. 3 Harry Brown .. 7
#William Pratt C 4 m ¢William Hall (16) ..Tenor

Composed by Gabriel Lmdoff Conducted by Harry Brown.
¢ First peal in the method, t First peal of Stcdman Triples. First
peal in the method on the bells.
Rung as a welcome to the new Governor of Northern Ireland, Lord
Wakehurst.

Conducted by Frank W. Perrens.
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HUGHENDEN, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat.,, Dec. 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Michael and Al Angels,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part. Tenor 14 cwt. 3 gr. 19 Ib.

Victor Evans ... Treble Norman Cornwall 5
Arthur Newton AP 2 Walter Lee 6
Anthony E. Cox A 3 Roland Biggs 7
Percy Newton 4 Fred Cox Tenor

Conducted by Roland Biggs.
First peal on the bells since their restoration.

MELBOURNE, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
At the Church of SS. Michael and Mary,
A PEAL OF 5024 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 15 cwt. 1 qr. 24 Ib.

W alter G. Soar .. ..Treble Albert E. Thompson 5
¢John W. T. Taylor . 2 Samuel Walklate 6
Francis R. Lowe .. .. 3 Joseph W. Cotton 7
W alter P. W hitehead .. 4 tD enis R. Carlisle Tenor

Composed by Gabriel Lindoff. Conducted by Walter P. Whitehead.

¢ First_peal in the method. t 100th peal for the Association.
Francis R. Lowe has now ‘circled ’ the tower.

OSWALDTWISTLE, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sun., Dec. 14, 1952, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
At the Church of Immanuel,
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Pritchard’s Four-part. Tenor 11 cwt.
A. Victor Williams ..Treble Roger Leigh 5

Charles W. Blakey . 2 Norman Smith L 6
Kenneth Hartley .. .. 3 Brian H. Wood P 4
Arthur Tomlinson . 4 Chris. M. P. Johnson .. Tenor

Conducted by Chris. M. P. Johnson.

. Rung half-muffled in memory of Mrs. W. Taylor, wife of a local
ringer.

WIGSTON MAGNA, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Mon., Dec. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints.
A PEAL OF 5056 PAINSWICK SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 16 cwt.

Cecil H. F. Knight.. ..Treble S. Anthony Jesson . 5
Harold J. Poole L 2 Colin Walker P 6
Mrs. H. J. Poole .. .. 3 John R. Smith AP 7
Ernest W. Rawson .4 E. Alan Jacques .. .. Tenor

Composed by Ernest W. Tipler. Conducted by Harold J. Poole.
First peal in the method by all the band.

BOLTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Dec. 16, 1952, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
At the Church of The Holy Trinity,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Vicars’ Six-part. Tenor 17| cwt.
. 5

Joseph Thornley .. ..Treble Thomas Bratby

James W. Metcalfe .. 2 Peter Crook, sen. .. 6
Albert E. Sandiford .. 3 Edward Iddon L 7
#Stanlex Anderton . 4 Peter Crook, jun........ Tenor

Conducted by Peter Crook, sen.
+First in method on an ‘inside’ bell.
A 70th birthday compliment to T. Fred Hilton, a ringer at this tower.

ERDINGTON, BIRMINGHAM.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM.
On Tues., Dec. 16, 1952, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
At the Roman Catholic Church of SS. Thomas and Edmund.
A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Johnson’s Variation. Tenor 15 cwt. in F.

John McDonald .. .. Treble Bryan D. A. Woolley 5
Anthony Ager o 2 Henry H. Fearn .. .. 6
Muriel Reay 3 Terry R. Hampton 7
Harry Poyner.. 4 George E. Fearn .. .. Tenor

Conducted by John McDonald.
First peal as conductor.
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LONGSTANTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Dec. 16, 1952, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 7Acwt. in A flat.

William J. Ridgman .. Treble *T. Reginald Dennis .. 5

*Cyril A. Hurst .. 2 Ronald D. Edge .. .. 6

fGEOROE E. Crisp .. .. 3 Ernest G. Hibbins . 7
John G. Gipson .. 4 Peter Border....... Tenor

Composed by N. J. Pltstow Conducted by Peter Border.
*First peal in the method, t 50th peal.

WESTON-SUPER-MARE, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Dec. 16, 1952, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part. Tenor 12 cwt.

*Roy Colman  ..een. Treble }Rev. H. F. Warren . 5
fE. (Brandy) Fisher 2 Frederick Sandy .. .. 6
Herbert W. Knight . 3 George Prescott .. 7
Marjorie Lego .. 4 {Henry Button . Tenor

Conducted by George Prescott.
*First peal of Triples away from tenor, t First peal of Grandsire
TrngIes ] First peal of Triples.
ung as a farewell peal to the Rev. H. F. Warren, who is leaving
to become Rector of Exford, Somerset.

ENDERBY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Dec. 18, 1952, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist,
A PEAL OF 5056 WHITWICK SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 11} cwt.

eEdward C. Turner ..Treble Harold J. Poole .. .. 5
John A. Underwood .. 2 Brian G. Warwick . 6
eWinifred M. Burton .. 3 *Michael D. Staniforth.. 7
Mrs. H. J. Poole .. .. 4 tJoHN B. Bennett . Tenor

Composed by Ernest W. Tipler. Conducted by Harold J. Poole.
« First peal in the method, t 100th peal.

WILLESDEN, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Dec. 18, 1952, in 2 Hours and 39 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF 5088 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 10 cwt.

C. Edward Lankester ..Treble Alick Cutler 5
John R. Mayne I 2 Rodney B. Meadows 6
Richard F. B. Speed .. 3 Alfred J. House 7
Thomas H. Francis 4 Charles W. Roberts Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Charles W. Roberts.

WHITWICK, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Fri., Dec. 19, 1952, in 2 Hours and 39 Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist,
A PEAL OF 5056 NEW CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAIJOR
Tenor 12 cwt.

eSamuel W. Chapman ..Treble tJohn A. Underwood .. 5
tM ichael D. Staniforth 2 Harold J. Poole .. .. 6
Mrs. H. J. Poole .. .. 3 tloHN B. Bennett .. .. 7
eHorace O. Over .. .. 4 lroland Beniston . Tenor

Composed by F. Warrington. Conducted by Roland Beniston.
* First_peal of Surprise Major. t First peal in the method. First
peal of Surprise Major as conductor.
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BOCKING, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
At the Deanery Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR
Tenor 18} cwt. in E.

Alfred H. Little .Treble H. Walter Smith 5
*Peter L. Wood U 2 Ronald Suckling 6
*John Leeming A 3 Stanley Bones 7
John Warner . 4 George Saunders Tenor

Com osed by Arthur Knlght Conducted by Ronald Suckling.

irst peal in the method.

CHADDESLEY CORBETT, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Cassian,
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor 16 cwt. 23 Ib. in F.

R. George Morris ..Treble David Beacham AR 5
*Susan Jackson AU 2 Allen Morgan AP 6
Cyril Tansell AU 3 Reginald Woodyatt .. 7
Gerald Bowen . 4 Thomas W. Lewis . Tenor

Composed by A. Knlghts Conducted by Reginald Woodyatt.
* First peal of Major away from the treble.

COOKHAM, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD,
(East Berks and South Bucks Branch.)
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,
At the Church of The Holy Trinity,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part (7th Observation). Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 23 Ib. in E.

*Mrs. E. W. Eldridge ..Treble E. W. Eldridge 5
Anthony E. Cox 2 Walter Lee 6
tGEOFFREY H. G. Lister 3 Roland Biggs 7
Richard E. Dean . 4 Kenneth Tuck Tenor

Conducted by Roland Biggs.

* First peal, t First peal of Grandsire ‘inside.’

The ringer of the 4th very kindly came over from Marlow to take
the place of the local Ringing Master (Mr. T. J. Fowler), who was ill.

Rung as a welcome to the new Vicar (the Rev. Michael Westropp,
M.A.), who kindly entertained the ringers after the peal.

CUCKFIELD, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
At the Church of The Holy Trinity,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
J. J. Parker’s Six-part. Tenor 15 c%/vt.

*Mrs. K. Snelling .. Treble tBERNARD G. Moore
Kenneth Snelling .. 2 George Jennings .. .. 6
Lena S. Skeet L 3 Raymond Overy .. .. 7
George Ap p s wovceiiiinens 4 James H. Lilley ..Tenor
Conducted by Raymond Overy.
*First peal, t First peal of Grandsire.
OLD WINDSOR, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF 5056 RUTLAND SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 11} cwt.
Anne B. Speed ..o Treble WilLiam Welling 5
Richard F. B. Speed .. 2 John R. Mayne 6
Frank T. Blagrove .. 3 Thomas H. Francis 7
Alick Cutler ... 4 Charles W. Roberts Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Charles W. Roberts.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS

New

Installations Repairs Maintenance
Estimates and Advice Free

JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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RAYLEIGH, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Sal., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,
At the Church of The Holy Trinity,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
J. J. Parker’s Twelve-part Tenor 16£ cwt.
¢Gerald D. J. Sandwell, Treble tERNEST J. Blower 5

Brian J. Howard .. . 2 fBRIAN W. Cable .. .. 6
Philip Sadler L 3 Frank B. Lufkin .. .. 7
tGoRDON J. Blower 4 ¢Robert N. Blower .. Tenor

Conducted by Frank B. Lufkin.
First peal, t First peal of Grandsire Triples ‘inside.’

SHRIVENHAM, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Andrew,
A PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 14 cwt. 1 Ib. in F.

Robert J. Stokes ..Treble Charles Coles . 5
Brian Bladon ........... 2 George F. Burton . 6
Pauline Manning .. .. 3 Peter Anger .. 7
Anthony R. Peake . 4 Alan R. Pink .. Tenor

Composed by A. J. Pitman. Conducted by Atan R. Pink.

The first peal in the method by all the band, on the bells, and by
the Guild.

STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
At the Church of SS. Peter and Mary,

A PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 24 cwt.

Patricia M. Clarke ..Treble Russell G. Parker .. 5
George A. Fleming .. 2 Leslie G. Brett PP 6
Frank Ruffles o 3 Walter W. Miller . 7
Liewellyn Allum . 4 Albert E. Whiting .. Tenor

Composed by C. J. Sedgley (No. 31). Conducted by Leslie G. Brett.
First peal of Yorkshire on the bells.

WALTON-LE-DALE, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
(Preston Branch.)
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Leonard,
A PEAL OF 5120 OXFORD TREBLE BOB MAJOR
Tenor 15 cwt.

John Charnock .Treble  #Arlan Meadows P 5
Thomas Barker P 2 James Blackburn . 6
lan Jo N @S cvvceiiinieieneens 3 John Jackson L 7
Lawrence Walmsley . 4 tFRANK Stead .. Tenor

Composed by A. Knights. Conducted by John Charnock.

"First peal of Major, f First peal in method. First peal in method
as conductor.

Rung as a centenary peal for first peal on bells, being a Minor
peal in seven methods, rung on December 11th, 1852.

SIX BELL PEALS

THRYBERGH, NR. ROTHERHAM. YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
(Doncaster and District Society.)

On Sat., Dec. 6, 1952, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Leonard,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR

Being one extent each of: Cambridge Surprise, Oxford and Kent Treble
Bob, Plain Bob, Double Bob, St. Clement’s and Single Oxford.

Tenor 8 cwt. 1 gr.

*C. Donald Wheat .. ..Treble Dennis A. Chapman . 4
fDOREEN E. Smythe . 2 Ronald J. Sanderson . 5
m@Frederick J. Jackson .. 3 Daniel Smith  .cceeeerenene. Tenor

Conducted by Daniel Smith.
+ First peal, t First peal in seven methods.
Rung on the seventh anniversary of the Vicar’s induction and the
sixth anniversary of the dedication of the new treble bell. Also a
birthday compliment to E. Townend, of Crofton.
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LYONSHALL, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sun., Dec. 7, 1952, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,

At the Church of St. Michael and All Angels,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES
Being 42 six-scores (ten callings). Tenor 12 cwt.
. 4

Gordon Norgrove .. Treble Mrs. E. Chandler
Frederick R. Harris .. 2 A. Bryan Ellsmore . 5
¢Desmond J. Roberts .. 3 John Newman ... Tenor

Conducted by A. Bryan Ellsmore.
+ First peal *inside.’
A birthday compliment to Mr. J. B. Preece, 30 years hon. district
secretary, and 45 years captain of Staunton-on-Arrow tower.

MAVESYN RIDWARE, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD.
On Mon., Dec. 8, 1952, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Nicholas,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES

Being two 240’ and 38 120’s. Tenor 9 cwt.
¢George L. Roobottom .Treble Dorothy T. Gardiner .. 4
+Eric Edgington 2 Barnabas G. Key .. .. 5
t Leonard Chamberlain 3 ‘Bryan J. Deakin .. .. Tenor

) Conducted by Barnabas G. Key. )
¢ First peal of Grandsire Doubles, t First peal of Grandsire Doubles
‘inside.’
A birthday compliment to Elfreda Edgington, sister of the 2nd
ringer, and Susan Roobottom, daughter of the treble ringer.

CROFT, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Dec. 11, 1952, in 2 Hours and 24 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Michael and All Angels,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR

Being two 720’s Oxford Treble Bob, three 720’s Kent Treble Bob, and
two 720’s Plain Bob, each called differently. Tenor 6J cwt.

¢Frederick Watson .Treble sWilliam A. Wood . 4
Peter J. Thomas .. .. 2 E. Charles Turner .. 5
Winifred M. Burton .. 3 Ernest Morris .. Tenor

Conducted by Ernest Morris.

4 50th peal together.

Rung as a farewell peal to Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Jephson. Also a
birthday compliment to their daughter, Daphne, and Mrs. E. Charles
Turner.

ST. HELENS, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Fri., Dec. 12, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Helen,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different 720°s rung on the front six.
¢Frances E. Ellison .. Treble Harry Blackburn ..
¢Frances M. Hennin 2 ‘Stuart W. Bracegirdle 5
¢Richard G. Latham 3 Charles Blackburn 6
Conducted by Charles Blackburn.

Rung to commemorate the dedication of the new organ casing by the

Bishop of Liverpool.

BENHALL, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 44 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
Bein(r; 720 of College Exercise, two 720’s each of Kent and Oxford
Treble Bob and Plain Bob, each called differently.  Tenor 8£ cwit.
Charles Brown ..Treble I James Smy 4
Barbara M. Filby . ... 2
Arthur A. Ling

Robert Plummer .. .. 5
C 3 ' Alderman G. Ling

Conducted by Alderman G. Ling.

Rung as a birthday compliment to 2nd and 5th ringers.

BARKBY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different extents® Tenor 13 cwt. 2 gr. 27 Ib.
+Cyril W. Walton ..Treble tTHOMAS H. Earby ". 4
¢Robert D. Flowers 2 B. Stedman Payne . 5
+George A. James 3 Ernest F. Payne .. Tenor
Conducted by B. Stedman Payne.
¢ First peal, t First peal of Minor.
The first four ringers are the first Barkby men to ring a peal on these
bells. The first peal on the bells since the addition of a treble.
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NAZEING, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
Dec. 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different extents. Tenor 9 cwt. 2 qr 12 Ib.
.. 4

On Sat.,

Frank Wright ..Treble Lawrence Beal
Alfred A. Livings o2 | Kenneth C. S. Wood .. 5
Charles W. Sams ... 3 ; Benjamin G. Burton . Tenor

Conducted by Benjamin G. Burton.
First peal of Minor by all. First peal of Minor as conductor.
First peal of Minor on the bells.
Rung to mark the engagement of Miss Dorothy Mansfield and
Mr. Kenneth Wood, both members of the local band.

NORTH PERROT, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sat.. Dec. 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Martin,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES
Being 42 six-scores, 10 differentI callings. Tenor 14 cwt.
4

Edward C. Lester .Treble William E. Turner
Walter H. Poole . 2 fB. John Tilley .. .. 5
‘Colin A. Paull .. 3 ‘Norman R. Gready . Tenor

Conducted by William E. Turner.
+ First peal ‘inside.”

WARMINGTON, NORTHANTS.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat.,, Dec 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary.
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different 720’s. Tenor 11} cwt.
4

*First peal.

Gilbert Cowlin . reble ‘Aubrey Clarke
Herbert Goakes 2 Percy D. Baldock 5
Ronald Russell 3 John H. BIluff Tenor

. Conducted by John H. Bluff.
*First peal.

WIGGENHALL, NORFOLK.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Dec. 16, 1952, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary Magdalen,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
In seven methods, viz.: Cambridge, Kent, Oxford. Double Oxford,
Single Oxford, St. Clement’s and Plain Bob. Tenor 11J cwt. in G.
Cyril Cousins ..Treble I Wallace Cousins 4
Stanley Elsey e 2 Ernest Mastin .. 5
John E. Fox e, 3 Claude Cousins . Tenor
Conducted by Ernest Mastin.
First peal on the bells since rehanging and first known peal in the
tower.

DONINGTON. LINCOLNSHIRE.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat.,, Dec. 20, 1952, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes.

At the Church of St. Mary and The Holy Rood.

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR

Being one extent each of Double Court, Ipswich Surprise, St. Clement’s,
Plain Bob, Oxford Treble Bob.' Kent Treble Bob and Cambridge Sur-
prise. Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr 24 1b
Bernard H. Dalton .Treble I John G. Am es ...

John E. Allen e 2 Cyril Wander A 5
Frank Taylor 3 Stanley E. Bennett . Tenor
Conducted by Cyril Wander.

A birthday compliment to the tenor ringer.
HANDBELL PEAL
LEVERSTOCK GREEN, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat.. Dec 20, In5}. in 2 Hours and 27 Minutes,
In the School Staff Room.
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor size 14 in D.
Pamela A. Martin ... 1—2 | Walter Ay re ... 5—6
Geoffrey Dodds 3—4 | ‘Derek E. Latchford .. 7—8
Composed b John Cox. Conducted by Walter Ayre.
*First peal ‘in hand.

b Igung in honour of the birth of a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. G.
odds
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GILLETT

AND

JOHNSTON

LIMITED

No matter in which corner of the country you
happen to be, as likely as not you will come across
Gillett and Johnston bells or tower clocks.

Gillett and Johnston craftsmanship is embodied in
an all-embracing service—as much in the preservation
and restoration of old rings of antiquarian interest

as in the installation of new.

BELL FOUNDETRS
AND
CLOCK M A K ER S

C R O Y D O N



FOR BEGINNERS—
And a Word to the Older Hands

XXVI. CALLING THE BELLS ROUND IN
GRANDSIRE TRIPLES

While on the subject of calling touches of
Grandsire Triples, it will not he out of place
to give the beginner a few hints on the way
to call the bells round. Perhaps, when ringing,
something goes wrong; there may be a fchange
course,” or it may be that some” error is made
in the calling of ‘the pre-selected touch. If it
is merely something rung for practice, there is
no harm in the conductor (};oing on and bring-
ing the bells round, even if it turns (put after-
wards that the touch was false.

It is of no use to go on calling bobs or singles
haphazard to do this, the bells might never
come home, but with a little knowledge of how
to proceed it can always be done within a
reasonable length.

A first essential qualification for the bob caller
is to be able to *read ’ the coursing order of
the bells. In a recent article we dwelt upon
this part of the conductor’s training, and we
will assume that the necessary powers of ob-
servation have been acquired.

The simplest way to call the bells round in
Grandsire Triples 'is first to get 6-7 into their
phroper coursing order, if they are not already
there.

Get one or other into the hunt as quickly as
possible, and then, if it is the 7th, call the
6th Before: if it is the 6th, make the call the
lead after the 7th come Before. This will put
them together in the right order.

If it happens that there is only one bell
coursing between 6 and 7 you can bring them
together, and sometimes "more quickly, by
simply calling the 7th Before, thus sending the
intervening bell into the hunt.

The next bell to concern yourself with is the
5th. If 6 and 7 are coursing there are only
four positions which the 5th can occupy; one
is its right place—coursing the 7th. Another is
in the hunt. If the 5th is in the hunj you put
it in proper coursing order behind 6 and 7 by
calling the 7th ‘ Before with a double —a term
which means calling the 7th Before and a bob
at the next lead.

A third position in which the 5th may be
found is immediately in front of the 6th; that
is. 5, 6 and 7 are coursing in that order. The
5th can be placed behind the 7th by calling the
6th Before and then the 7th Before, the 5th
being in the hunt between the two bobs.

The only other position is when there is one
other bell coursing between 7 and 5. You %et
rid of the intervening bell (into the hunt) by
calling the 5th Before.

When you have got 5-6-7 into position, the
bells may be in the plain course. If they are
not, make a call to bring 5-6-7 Home, that will
be the lead after the 6th comes Before. Use
either a Bob or Single as required. If this call
brings the 4th out of the hunt (in other words,
if the 4th went into the hunt at the previous
call) use Bob or Single, whichever will bring
the 2nd into the Hunt. If 3 comes out of the
Hunt. 4 must be brought in; if 2 comes out.
3 must be brought in. If 2 goes in rounds are
roduced: if 4 goes in rounds are got by another
ob Home: if 3 goes in call the 5th Before with
a double.

Sometimes it is quicker to bring the bells
round at the handstroke lead of the treble, par-
ticularly if 7-6-4 are coursing in that order, or
even merely if 6 is after 7. You then treat the
4th as if it were the 5th, and 3-2-5 to correspond
with 2-3-4 respectively. Do not. however,
overlook the fact that if you bring the bells
round with a Single your touch is inevitably
false, for you have reversed the first lead.

In this_matter of calling the bells round, a
little Freliminarg studgl with pencil and paper
is well worth while. Put down a few lead-ends
at random and apply the rules which are set out
above. It will not onl?/ enable you to see how
they work, but will also probably reveal how
from certain combinations there may be
quicker cuts to rounds.
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LESSER KNOWN CHURCHES OF
WARWICKSHIRE—PACKWOOD

The ‘element of surprise,” a common term
used in the football world, is not confined to
that game, but exists also in churches of all
shapes and sizes—and probably to a greater
degree. Were a visitor to happen upon the
tiny church at Packwood, Warwickshire, he
would probably expect to find in it little more
than the wusual ‘hamlet’ type. Not so, for
among other things to be seen in this 600-year-
old edifice are remains of 14th century stained
glass, a medieval Wall-palntm%‘ and a simple
ut very lovely rood screen of the 15th century.

Nevertheless, the main surprise is that this
church—tin){) and almost isolated—possesses a
ring of six bells, only one of which is modern.
It Is housed in the late 15th century tower,
which is a twin to the tower of Baddesley-Clin-
ton church, a few miles up the lane. The story
must be well known, how Nicholas Brome,
having killed two people, was required to build
two towers in expiation of his sins—the towers
of Baddesley-Clinton, of which place he was
Lord of the Manor, and Packwood. No doubt
the same masons were employed on both towers,
hence the exact likeness.

When Nicholas Brome built the tower he
also gave three bells for it, and in the com-
missioners’ report of 1551 can be seen the
entry—*iij bells, a handbell.” These bells lasted
until the late 17th century, when they were
probably recast. For in that century a rich
gentleman of Packwood. one Thomas Fether-
ston, gave five bells for the use of the church,
amongst other things which aTe mentioned on
his memorial stone in the transept which he
built (Ecclesiam hanc situ & tenebris squalen-
tem Lageari arcuate, Campanis, Sedilibus,
Fenistris, quin and novo hoc Aedificio ornavit
simul & auxit).

The inscriptions on the bells,
never been recast, are:—

Treble.—Te Deum Laudamus, in memory of
Thomas Savage, M.D. 1907.
16§§cond.—Cantate Domino Cantrium Novum.

Third.—Henry Bagly made mee.

which have

1686.

Fourth.—Mathew Bagly made mee. 1686.
Fifth.—Henry Bagly made mee. 1686.
Tenor.—Fear God and Honor the King.

Thomas Fetherston Esq. 1686.

Thomas Savage, in whose memory the treble
was cast, lost his life in a terrible earthquake in
Jamaica in 1907, and was himself the donor of a
bell at Knowle, of whose bells an account ap-
peared in ‘The Ringing World ’ of June 6th.

It is of great interest that it was in this
church that Michael Johnson married Sara Ford
in July, 1706. They were later to become the
parents of the renowned Dr. Samuel Jothnson
Were the five old bells rung on that day in
honour of the couple? Perhaps they were, as
indeed they must have rung out for every oc-
casion of national rejoicings and sorrows for
three centuries. Those same bells still ring out
week by week to the glory of God under the
supervision of the Ringing Master, *Bob’
Tallis, a descendant of a family which for
centuries has resided in this neighbourhood and
been called to church by the very bells which
Bob now handles. A. A A

GLOUCESTER & BRISTOL ASSOCIATION
The annual meeting of the Swindon Branch
was held at Christ Church, Swindon, on Decem-
ber 13th and visitors were welcomed from
Devon. Dorset and Gloucestershire. The Vicar
of Swindon (Canon J. Gilbert) conducted the
Association’s form of service and the compan
was entertained to tea by the Christ Churc
ringers.

At the business meeting there was no com-
etition for the various offices and the previous
olders were re-elected. It was proposed that
meetings be held at St. Mark’s, Swindon, Pur-
ton and Highworth during the next three
months. Ringing ranged from rounds to Cam-
bridge Royal. W. B. K
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RINGERS | REMEMBER

THE REV. MAITLAND KELLY

During the 90°s' my dad had many famous
ringing clergymen call on him but the most
frequent visitor was the Vicar of Ottery St.
Mary, the Rev. M. Kelly, whose work for th«
Devon Guild will certainly live in the history
of our first County Guild.

The Kelly family have been at Kelly éDevon)
since the middle of the 12th century and in the
church there can be found a tablet recording
three six-scores of Grandsire Doubles on
January 21st, 1865, the greatest number of
changes ever run? in Devon by men of the
county. Mr. Kelly, at that time an under-
graduate of University College, Oxford, rang
the third bell.

From that time for over 60 years he was
identified with all that tended to foster ringing
in the West, and when we remember him as
secretary of the Devon Guild we also recall his
period as president from 1896 to 1924 when the
Jubilee meeting was held.

He enjoyed an occasional ﬁeal but he was best
known as the friend and helper of struggling
bands, and his frequent visits on practice nights
to towers near and far, coupled with a genial
ﬁersonality, made him beloved by all with whom
e came in contact. Mr. Kelly had a gun ac-
cident which resulted in the amputation of a
foot but he carried on cheerfully as ringer,
conductor or pilot to beginners.

One example of his readiness to help young
bands stands out vividly in my memory. Hear-
ing that 1 was teaching a new band of ringers
in a Surrey tower he expressed a wish to visit
them, and thou?]h nearly 80 years of age, also
with a physical handicap, he not only rang with
tr&e keen young band, but gave them much good
advice.

Space does not permit the recording of many
happy memories in the company of this grand
pioneer but when we remember that he was
born in 1842, over 110 years ago, and we recall
that he left us in 1929, we can be sure he
rejoiced to know that ringers and ringing saw
many improvements since he rang those 120’s
at Kelly in 1865. W. S.

RUGBY SLOW COURSE DOUBLES
Composed by Mr. E. W. Tipler

(Lutterworth).
12345 32415
23451
21435 23541
24153 32514
42513 23154
24531 21345
24351 12435
42315 12345
24135
21453 Bob
12543 23154
12453 21345
12435
21543 14253
25134
52314 41523
25341 45132
25431 54312
52413 45321
25143 45231
21534 54213
12354 45123
12534 41532
14352
21354 14532
23145
First 120 rung at St. Andrew’s Parish

Church, Rugby, on July 31st, 1950.
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BARROW-ON-SOAR, LEICS.—On Dec. 21st, 1,260
(540 Plain Bob and 720 Single Oxford) : P. Chambers
1, F. K. Thompson 2, B. S. Payne 3, J. Chambers
4. K. E. Lovett (cond.) 5, R. G. W. Soars 6.

BICESTER, OXON.—On Dec. 15th, 1,280 Grand-
sire Triples: Anne Jones 1, H. Hatfield 2, Marjorie
Skelton 3, C. H. Kinch 4. W. Baggett 5, H. W.
Haynes 6, E. J. Smith (cond.) 7, H. Clifton 8. Rung
for the Baptism of the ringer of the treble and for
the Confirmation of the ringers of the treble and 3.

BUCKINGHAM.—On Dec. 19th. 1.260 Grandsirc
Triples : F. Adams 1, Miss D. Spokes 2, W. Townsend
3, H. Jones 4. C. Gough 5. G. W. Holland 6. W.
Yates (cond.) 7, W. H. Yates 8 Rung as a 65th
birthday compliment to the linger of the 4th.

CHARLTON-ON-OTMOOR. OXON.—On Dec. 13th.
1,260 Grandsire Doubles: T. Miller 1, G. Jones (cond.)
2, A. Bateman 3, D. Maunder 4, H. W. Haynes 5.

DERBY.—At the Cathedral Church of All Saints,
on December 21st, 1,240 Cambridge Surprise Royal :
J. B. Stennit 1, A. E. Thompson 2, Miss K. I|. Tivey
3, G. Frcebrey 4. C. W Walklate 5, S. Walklate 6,
G. A. Halls 7, D. R. Carlisle 8, P. H. Whitaker 9,
H. Taylor (cond.) 10. First quarter of Cambridge
Surprise Royal for 5 and 7. For morning service and
a 71st birthday compliment to Mr. George Freebrey.
Also at St. Andrew’s Church on Dec. 21st, 1,260
Grandsire Triples : W. Clare 1. S. Walklate (cond.) 2,
D. Walklate (first “inside ’) 3. G. Freebrey 4, A. E.
Thompson 5, H. Letts 6, C. Walklate 7, R. Scott
(first quarter) 8. A 71st birthday compliment to the
Ringing Master, Mr. George Freebrey.

DEVIZES, WILTS.—At St. James’s Church, on Dec.
21st, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles : M. Hunt 1, W. Morti-
mer 2, P. Hunt 3, H. A. Gummer 4, J. S. Weeks
(cond.) 5. C. Fruen (first quarter) 6. Also on Dec.
26th, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles : J. S. Weeks (cond.) 1,
P. Walker 2. J. Parsons 3. H. A. Gummer 4, .
Mortimer 5, C. Fruen 6. Rung as a birthday compli-
ment to Mr. H. A. Gummer.

EVERCREECH, SOMERSET.—On Dec. 16th. 1,260
Grandsire Triples: D. Hill 1, D. Lee 2, A. J. Sanger
3. R. Gare 4, R. Clark (first quarter) 5, A. White 6,
H. J. Sanger (cond.) 7, P. March 8.
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QUARTER PEALS

GAYTON, NORTHANTS.—On Dcc. 22nd, 1,440
Minor (being 720 St. Clement’s, 720 Kent Treble Bob) :
K. D. Perkins 1, Miss D. Spokes 2. W. Eydcn 3, I. J.
Dickin 4, M. W. Stephenson 5, W. Yates (cond.) 6.

HARRIETSHAM, KENT.—On Dec. 2fst. 1,260 Bob
Minor : Miss F. Buibridge 1, Miss M. Tapley 2, Miss
D Turk 3, J. Manktelow 4, M. Couchman 5. A.
Waddington (cond.) 6. First quarter peal of Minor
by all except ringers of 3 and 6.

HELLINGLY, SUSSEX.—On Dcc. 21st, 1,260 Plain
Bob Minor: G. E. Akehurst (first quarter) 1 F. H.
Bceney (first in method ‘inside ) 2, W. M. Stepney
3. B. Stepney 4. E. Gavin D. Tonkin 5. C. J. Piper
(first in method as cond.) 6.

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, HERTS.—On Dec. 16th.
1.264 Bob Major : H. Gates 1, O. M. Martin 2. W.
Ayre (cond.) 3, R. A. Martin 4, K. B. Good 5. R. E. J.
Sheppard 6, L. S. Baines 7, D. E. Latchford 8. Rung
in honour of the birth of a daughter to Mr. and Mrs.
G. Dodds.

HOLLOWAY, LONDON.—At St. Mary Magdalen,
on Dec. 14th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: W. A. Theo-
bald 1. Miss) D. A. Deverell (first quarter ‘inside’) 2.
Miss M. A. Prockson 3. J. Hales 4. E. Pryor 5.
R. Newman 6. R. H. Begrie (cond.) 7, H. W. Bar-
nard 8.

MARTOCK, SOMERSET.—On Dec. 20th. 1260
Stcdman Triples : J. W. Drew 1. Mrs. E. S. Powell 2.
G Gaylard 3. P. H. Hull 4. W. H. M. Smith 5.
D. V. Gare 6. H. J. Gaylard (cond.) 7, A. W. Dyer 8.
First quarter of Stedman for 5 and 8. Believed to be
the first quarter of Stedman on the bells.

RUGBY. WARWICKS.—On Dec. 10th. 1,260
Doubles (60 Erin. 120 each Revetse Carter's, Reverse
Stcdman. Rugby. Stedman Slow, New, St. Simon. Sted-
man. Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob. Grandsirc) : A. R.
Pocklington 1 A. E. Barlow 2. C. Underwood 3,
D. J. Pitstow 4, E. G. Orland (cond.) 5. First quarter
in 11 methods by all and on the bells. Rung for
Confirmation service.

SHIRLEY. WORCS.—On Dec. 14th. 1.260 Grandsire
Triples : Barbara Wilson (first quarter) 1. E. T. Lloyd
2. L. Tuffrey 3. Mrs. K. Watts 4. G. Bailey 5. T.
Gwilt 6. V. A. Hemming (cond.) 7, T. H. Bartlett 8.

7

STANWELL, MIDDLX,—On Dcc. 7th. 1,260 Doubles
(Grandsire, St. Simon’s. St. Martin’s, St. Nicholas, Cas-
sington, Eynsham, Reverse Union, April Day, Kenmng-
ton, Norfolk, Reverse Canterbury, Old and Plain) :
A. Cooke 1, Rita Thompson 2, F. Blagrove (cond.) 3-4,
K. Frith 5, Doris Thompson 6. First in 13 for all and
on the bells.

ST. BEES, CUMBERLAND.—On Dec. 21st, at the
Priory Church, 1,260 Plain Bob Minor: T. McKay 1,
D. Martindale 2, N. Haile 3, J. Haile 4, G. McKay 5,
H. Wilson (cond.) 6, W. Short 7. Rung for the
ordination to the priesthood of J. C. Rock, A. J.
Sowden. J. B. Meads, by the Lord Bishop of Carlisle.

SILEBY, LEICS.—On Dec. 22nd, 1,260 Grandsire
Doubles : Enid Draper 1, Diana Seal 2, W. Swan 3,
C» L. Lovett (cond.) 4. W. W. Draper 5, T. Dexter
6. Rung half-muffled in memoriam Mrs. G. Walker
(wife of former chairman of M.C.A.) and of H. I.
Lovett.

SOUTHWARK, S.E.—At the Cathedral, on Dec.
17th, 1.260 Grandsirc Triples: C. H. Meers 1, W. J.
Rawlings 2, Benedicta Whistler 3, Sheila Booth 4,
C. Watts 5, J. Chilcott (cond.) 6, L. Bullock 7, A. C.

Winn 8. Rung on front 8. First quarter for 1 and 8.
STAUNTON, NR. COLEFORD, GLOS.—1.260
Grandsire Doubles : T. Bessant 1, Mrs. K. Smith 2,

Mrs. D. Stafford 3, S. Goodwin 4, L. H. Jones (cond.)
5, E. Malsom 6. Rung as an appreciation to Mr.
J. F. Shelswell, chairman of the South Forest branch
of the Gloucester and Bristol Society, for his interest
and encouragement to the Guild for many years.

TROWBRIDGE. WILTS.—On Dec. 14th. at St.
James’ Church, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: R. Amor
I, G. H. Harding (cond.) 2, Mrs. L. Penn 3, R.

Gould 4. C. Butcher 5, C. Peach 6, F. Penn 7, J.
Lucas 8.

WATERLOO, S.E.—On Dec. 21st, 1,260 Stedman
Triples: R. A. E. Dunn 1, T. H. Taffendcr 2, J. A.
Hales 3, R. Ducker 4, N. G. Hollingsworth (cond.) 5,
W. D. Grainger 6, C. W. Ottlcy 7, Miss J. Scrutton
(first quarter) 8. The ringer of the 4th hails from
Sutton, near Hull, Yorks.

WROCKWARDINE, SALOP.—On Dec. 21st, 1,320
Plain Bob Doubles: Miss C. Davies 1, Miss J. Dyas
2, Miss C. Trist (first as cond.) 3, R. Savage 4, W.
Savage 5, T. Williams 6. First quarter by all except
the conductor.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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NEW YEAR’S GREETING

The Editor and his staff extend to all readers
their good wishes for 1953. The past year has
been one of progress and we have every con-
fidence that, given the same measure of co-
operation as we have enjoyed in the past, the
standard of ‘ The Ringing World ’ can be main-
tained and improved.

THE RINGING WORLD

To-day the  Universities
Association are holding their BELFRY
ninth annual reunion and .
dinner. Ringing takes place at St. Mary’, Wil-

lesden, 11-12; St. Dunstan’s, Stepney, 2-3; and
St. Leonard's, Shoreditch, 3.30-4.30. The Rev.
Meredith Davies is conducting the service in
St. Leonard’s Church and the dinner is at ‘ The
Victoria.’

The Maidstone District’s fixture card for the
Coronation year is printed in patriotic colours.

Readers who want back numbers to com-
Elete their files for 1952 should apply to ‘The

inging World ’ office without delay.

Members of the Oxford Universit Socieg/
are holding their tour this e/ear in the Maid-
stone District from April 15th-22nd.

It was stated in an early issue of 1952 that
‘at 81 Mr. Edwin Timbrell’s composing days
are over.’ Hap_Fin this is not true, for he pro-
duced a new Treble Bob peal in the summer
whic;:h has been called to Bristol by Mr. J. Rid-

ard.

y Wrockwardine, Salop, bells were rehung last
February, and a new band established. They
have now rung their first ’\ﬂuarter except the
conductor, Miss Catharine . Trist. On Dec.
23rd Miss Trist sailed for Canada, to the re-
gret of her ringing colleagues. We are afraid
she will miss her ringin%.

The quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise
Royal at Derby Cathedral on Dec. 21st was a
71st birthday compliment to Mr. George Free-
brey, Ringing Master of St. Andrew’s, Derby.
The band desire to thank him for his untiring
efforts in arranging sgecial practices and in
assisting them to further their knowledge of
Surprise ringing. His main ambition is for
them to master Spliced Surprise, and to this
end they have commenced by splicing London,
Cambridge and Bristol.

THE WHITECHAPEL
BELL FOUNDRY

MEARS & STAINBANK

at
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We are indebted to Mr. J

GOSSIP Michael Stephens, of Kemp-

ston, Bedford, for ‘ The Ring-

ing World * Index for 1952, which is published

in this issue. The compilation of such a com-

prehensive record necessitates much detailed

work and we are sure readers who file their

copies will appreciate the services of Mr.
Stephens.

Errata.—The long peal at Mottram (see page
826) was 16,800 changes and not as stated.

The Southwark Cathedral Society, which has
suffered a grievous blow by the death of Mr.
Seabrook, has recently been reconstituted.

We are sorry to learn that Mr. George
Martin, of Maidenhead, is far from well, but
is still very interested in the activities of his
fellow ringers.

The inaugural meeting of the North-Eastern
District of the Ladies’ Guild will be held at
Newcastle-on-Tyne on Jan. 10th. At a recent
meeting of the Midland District 15 ladies living
in this area were elected members of the Guild.

Two recent compositions of Mr. E. W. Tipler,
of Lutterworth, are Rugby Slow Course
Doubles, first rung at St. Andrew's, Rugby,
July 31st, 1950, and St. Andrew’s Doubles (New
Doubles with Grandsire Singles), first rung at
Rugby on January 7th. 1952

Mr. B. A. Knights, of Chesterfield, informs
us that the peal of Spliced Surprise Major rung
at Helmingham. Suffolk, on December 5th. was
not composed! by the late Mr. Arthur Knights,
asdpublished in our peal columns. Mr. Knights
had no spliced peal compositions in his records.

The departure of Mr. and Mrs. Owen Jones
and their daughter Gwyneth from Llandudno
has meant the loss of three ringers at one stroke
to Holy Trinity Church. Llandudno’s loss is a
?re_at gain for Bangor, where they are now
iving.

ESTABLISHED
1570

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.I

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE

HANDBELLS -

Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

Tenor 82 cwt.

BELL ROPES
Etc.

FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL

MUFFLES
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FIFTY YEARS AS BRANCH SECRETARY

Dunster Deanery’s Tribute to Mr.
George Stacey
A

RECORD of service probably not sur-

passed in the annuals of the Exercise has
been achieved by Mr. George Stacey, of Mine-
head, who is now 90 years of age. On Decem-
ber 13th he laid down’the reins of office as hon.
secretary of the Dunster Deanery Branch of
Bath and Wells Diocesan Association, a post he
had filled with distinction for 50 years. The
appreciation of the Branch was expressed by the
presentation to him of a gift of his own choos-
Ing, a portable typewriter, to replace the one
which had so faithfully served him in connection
with the Branch’s correspondence.

The presentation took place after the business
of the annual meeting, which was preceded
by an excellent tea served by the wives of Mine-
head ringers and other ladies headed by Mrs.
F. Herbert.

Towers represented were Minehead, Car-
hampton, Timberscombe, Old Cleeve, Stogum-
ber, Crowcombe, Sampford Brett, Chipstable.
Porlock, Wiveliscombe, Milverton, Dulverton,
East Quantoxhead, Wootton Courtenay, Duns-
ter, Selworthy and Hawkridge, and among the
clergy supporting the president, the Rev. T. S.
Dawson (Carhampton), who was in the chair,
were the president of the Association, Preb. A.
J. Hook (Holford), Canon S. E. Swann (Tim-
berscombe), and the Revs. E. C. Mortimer, F.
G. N. Horth (Minehead), Dr. R. G. L. Beazeley
(Leighland) and D. Evans (Selworthy). Lord
St. Audries, an honorary member of the Branch,
was also present.

A SPLENDID RESPONSE

The chairman initiated the presentation cere-
mony by recalling that they were giving effect
to a decision they had made at their previous
meeting when Mr. Stacey was temporarily ab-
sent from their deliberations and they made
arrangements to show their appreciation to him.
In the interim he had had a splendid response,
which showed how much Mr. Stacey’s services
had been esteemed and valued.

The getting in of the money, said Mr. Daw-
son, had not been the only problem for he had
also to do “a little secret service work ’ to tr
to find out what their retiring secretary wanted.
Some years ago, he reminded them, they gave
Mr. Stacey an armchair, and for their gift for
the present occasion various su%gestions were
made. Eventually the decision had been left
to Mr. Stacey himself.

“His decision absolutelﬁ befogged me. For
instead of choosing something to amuse himself,
he selected something that would enable him
to carry on more work—a typewriter. Whether
that means he intends to be the hon. secretary
again the year after next | don't know.” Mr
Stacey’s old machine Mr. Dawson said, had
done ‘good work, and he was glad to sa?/ that
its successor had been paid for completely out
of the members’ subscriptions to the testimonial.
*We all appreciate, more than we can say. the
service of our dear old friend,” and the?/ were
trulﬁ grateful for all the years so loyally and
faithfully given to the Association and the
Deanery” Branch.

CLERICAL AND LAY TRIBUTES

41 don’t know what |
without George Stacey,” declared Preb. Hook.
They ag)preciated not onlﬁl his unfailing kindness
and efficiency, but also the ‘underlying humour
that alwavs comes out directly he speaks. To
be with George Stacey makes one feel a good
deal e/ounger and we are most grateful to him
for all those years and years of work he has put
in for the Association.’

Dr. Beazeley. as an honorary member, thanked
Mr. Stacey for all the happiness that their
association” had hrought. e would alwavs
remember, he said, the first Branch meeting he

should have done

attended and the most friendly welcome he then
received. Although Mr. Stacey was giving up
his work as secretary, they all hoped they would
still see him at their meetings and be "able to
enjox his fellowship. It was typical of him that
he should have chosen something to enable him
to go on working, and he hoped he would have
many years in which to use it and do good
work with it.

First of the references from ringing col-
leagues came from Mr. George Maidment
(Dunster), who spoke in warmly complimentary
terms about the help Mr. Stacey had given
them, individually and collectively, and more
particularly of all that he had done for the
younger ringers. Mr. Will Locke (Hawkridge).
as representing the outlying parishes, spoke of
their thankfulness for Mr. Stacey’s many years
of faithful service, and said it was amonﬁ their
dearest wishes that they would still see him in
the company when their meetings were held in
the hill-country. A long and active associate
in ringing with Mr. Stacey, Mr. Jack Pugsley
(Minehead), who was among the original who
anointed Mr. Stacey hon. secretary, said they
all looked' upon him" as a dear old friend, who
alwa?/s provided them with good company and
excellent service in his official capacity.

MADE HUNDREDS OF FRIENDS

Mr. Stacey, who was obviously affected by
the occasion, voiced his thanks for the
enerosity of his colleagues. In a reference to
the typewriter it would displace, and paraphra-
sing the words of a well-known music hall
song, Mrs. Stacey added. ‘ We’ve been tapping
along together now for fifty years, and it doesn’t
seem a day too much.' He added that he had had
an opportunity of trying out the new machine
and found he had got along with it very well.
But over and above what it represented, he
was also very grateful for all the co-operation
he had received during the last fifty years.
During that spell he had had a very pleasant
time, but what had pleased him most was that
he had made hundreds of good friends and, he
believed, no enemies..

In a final word alluding to the presentation
the president, after paying a cordial tribute to
thte work of Mr. A. R. Tudball (Dunster) in
assisting him to organise it, and particularly
with the clerical work, declared, ‘We go. away
with happy hearts because we know that while
he is able  George will always be at our meet-
ings and will be one with us. We shall still en-
joy his company, but we shall be able to allow

im to sit back and take things more easily
than he has done.’

THE SERVICE

In the afternoon a service was held at St
Michael’s Church, when the Association’s
special form was followed. The Vicar, the
Rev. E. C. Mortimer, gave a helpful address,
which he prefaced with a warm welcome to the
visitors. is colleague, the Rev. J. A. Court,
read the lesson, and Mr. H. H. Routledge was
the organist.

The business meeting opened with the mem-
bers standing in silent remembrance of two
colleagues who had passed on since the pre-

vious meeting, Messrs. C. J. Henson (Crow-
combe?] and R. Tuckfield (Stogumber).

In his last report as hon. secretary, Mr.
Stacey referred to the fact that the average

attendance at the four meetings during the
year was 68, as compared with 88 in the pre-
vious year, and this gave him the opportunity
to urge members to be as regular as possible
on these occasions. Two honorary members
and six performing members had been elected
and two honorary members had left the Deanery
so that the membership stood at 160. Two
honorary members and three performing mem-
bers had died during the year.

Mr. A. R. Tudball, of Dunster, was elected
the new hon. secretary.
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ROVING RINGERS SCORE AT
EXETER CATHEDRAL

Back-enders Praised For Their Best

The peal of Stedman Cinques at Exeter on
December 6th was rung at the second attempt

b¥| members of the Society of Roving Ringers.
The first, on Oct. 27th, 1951, failed after an
hour’s ringing owing to the indisposition of
one of the band.

Although the Society’s main method of
transport is the bicycle, it was decided that
winter called for more speedy and comfortable
travelling. The London contingent of the
band, therefore, travelled down by car and
motor-cycle éalthough the comfort of the latter
is a subject for debate). The start of the jour-
ney was hampered by fog, and we discovered,
at lunch, that we only had just enough time
to reach Exeter by 4.40 p.m., the proposed
’zero-hour.”

We therefore set off at top speed and, apart
from a short stop to extinguish a fire in the
car, reached the Cathedral precisely at the ap-
pointed hour. As one of the other cars had
not arrived, we delayed the start for half an
hour while we procured some tea.

The peal was heard by several independent
witnesses, and | prefer to leave to them the
judgment of its quality. | must, however, par-
ticularly praise the ‘back-enders’ for setting a
beat early in the peal and, what is more,
maintaining it right up to the end.

After the peal, the supporters had arranged
supper for us at the hotel. The inevitable “in-
quest * and discussion were continued until the
early hours of the morning with a somewhat
unusual accompaniment from an elderly gentle-
man sleeping in the corner.

On the Sunday morning, the band visited
Tiverton, at the kind invitation of Mr. E. J.
Taylor, and enjoyed a short ring on these
lovely bells.

The band would like to express their grate-
ful thanks to Messrs. Fred Wreford and Cyril
Deem for the trouble they took in preparing
the Cathedral bells, to Mesdames Audrey White
and Hilda Kin%cgtt for their Iogal support, to
Messrs. Tony Oliver and Ray Parsons ﬁtzrans—
port), and to Mr. John Chilcott. D. E. P.

5,019 STEDMAN CINQUES
BY DAVID E. PARSONS
2314567890E 5 6 14 19
21345678E90 A
314256 — 2

412356 - 2
216354 —

213465 _ S
314265
415263
514263

413256 S
312456
214356
416352

413265 — S
312465
214365

2145638709E

213465

314265 —
412365 —
413265 S
312465 —
214365 —

A=1, S4, 17.
B—2, 5, 6, 13, 14. S15. 19.

First rung at the Cathedral Church of St
Philip. Birmingham, on December 1st. 1951.
For 5,007 call *A —

1, 6,7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, S15, 16.

The 5,007 first rung at the Cathedral Church
of St. Peter, Exeter, on December 6th. 1952.
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A NEW RING OF EIGHT IN
HEREFORDSHIRE

High Praise for Eardisland Bells

The village of Eardisland has long been
famed for its beauty; visitors declare it to be
the prettiest in England. Now. thanks to the
skill of Messrs. John Taylor and Co., the
famous bell founders, a first-class ring of bells
has been installed in the Parish Church which
is indeed worthy of the village.

The scattered” parish of 160 houses, some of
which are seven miles from the church, re-
sponded magnificently to the aﬁpeal for £1,600
to replace the old six, which had to be taken
down for safety over two years ago owing to
the ravages of the death-watch beetle. Only
£100 remains to be raised.

The two new trebles were generously given
by Mr. L. E. Griffiths in memory of his wife
and were dedicated by the Lord Bishop of
Hereford at the special service on Dec. 13th
in the presence of a large congregation of
parishioners and visiting ringers from as far
afield as London, Birmingham and Yorkshire.

The opening rounds were rung by the local
band and, as the congregation left the church,
a course of Cambridge Major by the Hereford
Diocesan Guild.

A sumptuous tea was served in the nearby
school which everyone enjoyed. It was regretted
that owing to the inclement weather many
visitors were absent, including Mr. Paul Taylor
and Mr. John Oldham, who. much to the dis-
appointment of everyone, had to turn back
owing to ice and fo%.

In a speech after the tea, Capt. A. W. Green-
hough, a local arohitect and engineer, spoke in
glowing terms of the way Messrs. John Taylor
and Co. had carried out the work to everyone’s
satisfaction.

The sound of the bells both inside and out-
side the tower is perfect, each bell being very
distinct, and there is no annoyance to nearby
houses, as the bells are some 12ft. lower in the
tower. An eminent visiting ringer declared that,
having rung in over 700 towers, he has never
heard a better ring of bells with a tenor weigh-
ing less than a ton. (The present tenor is 12 cwt.
2 qr. 26 Ib.) The “go ’ of the bells leaves noth-
ing to be desired: this was evident by the ease
with which 87-year-old Mr. Harry Symonds, of
Hereford Cathedral, rang the tenor.

Ringing, whioh ranged from rounds to Bristol
Surprise, was of a high standard and was kept
up until 9 p.m. in the floodlit tower, and a very
fine ring down in peal brought to an end a
memorable day.

It is proposed to hold a ringing day during
the summer so that visitors prevented from
coming to the dedication may ring and hear
this fine new octave, the tenth in the county
of Herefordshire.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION

About 50 members attended the quarterly
meeting of the Western District held at Hol
Trinity Church, Rothwell, on December 13th.
Ringing in a variety of methods was enjoyed
during the afternoon*, several members ex-
pressing deIi?ht at the result of the recasting and
rehanging of the bells by Messrs. John Taylor
and Co. a year ago. At 5 p.m. members sat
down to an excellent tea under the supervision
of the local ringers’ wives.

The chair at the business meeting was taken
by the vice-president, Mr. P. J. Johnson, sup-
R/(Ithed by the Vicar of Rothwell, Canon F. E.

ercer, who extended a hearty welcome to all
present. The following new members were
elected.—Misses Amy Lord. Sheila Brown and
Betty Pickles and Messrs. W. Brown, J. Close,
D. S. Wright, D. E. Lodge and H. Watson.
Mr. H. Lofthouse was elected to the vacant seat
on_the District cpmmittee.

Following the business meeting some of the
more versatile members rang a few short
touches on handbells, after which further ring-
ing was resumed in the tower.

THE RINGING WORLD

CENTRAL COUNCIL MEETING
AT BOURNEMOUTH

The followin% hotels are listed for guidance
of members as being within easy reach of Head-
quarters and the Town Hall:—

‘Headquarters: The Devonshire. Richmond
Hill. Terms 25s. per day inclusive (plus 10 per
cent, service charge).

‘Belvedere, Bath Road.
inclusive.

‘Glenroy Hall, West CIiff.
per day inclusive.

‘Westminster Hall. Beacon Road, West CIiff.
Terms 30s. per day inclusive.

(Although the above hotels are unlicensed,
drinks can be obtained on order and prepay-

ment.
Cranborne Road, West CIiff.

‘Agdiscombe,
Terms 32s. 6d. per day inclusive (bookings must
five days).

Terms 24s. per day
Terms 27s. 6d.

be for a minimum o

‘Brownswood Hall, South Cliff Road. Terms
25s. to 27s. 6d. per day for dinner, bed and
breakfast.

Dalkeith, OIld Christchurch Road.
17s. 6d. bed and breakfast,

Rosstrevor, Priory Road.
breakfast; one guinea full board.

‘No bed and breakfast bookings.

Members are urged to book without delay.
Many hotels are already fully booked for the
Whitsun week-end and several other con-
ferences are taking place at that time.

E. A. BARNETT, Hon. Sec.

ST. MARTIN-LE-GRAND, YORK

This church, which has stood as a roofless
shell since it was burnt by fire bombs in the
raid on York, April 29th. 1942, may once
more_be able to take its place in the life of
the city.

A report issued bv a committee of inquiry
set up by the Archbishop of York contains
plans for the restoration of the tower, the
rehanging of the bells, the restoration of the
south aisle as a City War Memorial Chapel,
the creation of a Garden of Rest in the re-
maining space, and the eventual union of the
parishes of St. Martin’s and St. Helen’s.

The scheme has the approval of the Dio-
cesan Reorganisation Committee and, in the
opinion of the War Damage Commission, it is
sound and acceptable.

Of the original eight bells three are broken
and, as the others have been through the fire,
all will require recasting. The bells would
provide an additional ring of real value, and
could serve as a practice ring for the Minster
ringers.

Terms

Terms 16s. bed and

ENTIRELY NEW

The ‘DELIGHT’
for

The

January 2, 1953

HITCHIN RINGERS’ DECEMBER
HALF-DAY

North Buckinghamshire was the destination
of nine ringers from Hitchin and District, who
set off by car on December 6th on an after-
noon’s quarter peal ringing tour. Though
somewhat delayed by fog patches and stretches
of_icg-bound road, three pleasing eights were
visited.

Hanslope was the first call: the glorious
pinnacled tower and stpire, with flying but-
tresses, is a landmark for miles, and must be
one of the loftiest in the region. The bells are
worthy of the edifice, and ﬁerhaps it was the