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O L D  B E R T

SITTING on a seat with me one evening was a man who 
often travelled in the same compartment to London 
with me on weekdays, and although we had not pre­

viously spoken he broke the ice by saying: ‘ Those bells 
sound nice.’ Since then we have both retired from business 
in town and our meetings are few, but whenever he spots 
me he immediately plunges into the subject of bells. At 
first I gained the impression that he had been a ringer in 
London for he spoke of several well-known rings in 
various parts, but I was wrong, as I soon found out that 
Bert was a keen listener to church bells not only in London 
and Surrey but even as far afield as Devonshire. His know­
ledge of towers was remarkable, and he found out many of 
the best vantage points in order that his ears could appre­
ciate the bells at their best; yet he was not one who made 
himself known in any way, for he only desired to listen and 
gain a lasting impression of how the bells sounded in that 
locality.

Of stoutish build, with a ruddy face and a cheerful smile, 
he would greet me and then tell of his experiences since 
our last conversation, relating in his own way where he 
had heard bells and what he thought of their tone. He 
knew the difference between method and call-changes and 
when chiming was being done, but though he knew nothing 
about our technical terms his chief delight was, to use his 
own words, ‘ to hear them evenly spaced.’ Last year he 
asked me to name ‘ some nice old peals of bells,’ and he 
jotted down in his pocket book various towers with the 
number of bells contained therein, ranging from five to 
rings of 12, after which he toddled off quite delighted.

One morning last summer he caught sight of me and 
asked if I could spare an hour to hear of his latest ex­
periences as a listener on the spot. He started with a 
description of hearing Exeter Cathedral bells at a distance, 
his gradual approach to the Norman tower, and then his 
impressions of the grandest ring he had ever heard. Such 
words coming from the lips of a keen listener were very 
pleasing to the writer, who was born at Exeter within 
sound of these bells prior to Queen Victoria’s jubilee. 
Bert had other towers to speak of in Devon, Somerset and 
Dorset, and it was surprising what a memory he had for 
details. After he had related the particulars of a certain 
tower I  asked him the name of the vicar, a name he 
promptly and correctly gave. Our talks together are few 
and far between, but perhaps it will be possible one of 
these days to learn a little more about Bert, whether he is

a Londoner by birth and how he first became interested in 
bells.

We have our share of critics who complain about some 
of our activities and indifferent striking, but in Bert we 
have one who does not find fault with any ringing he hears, 
for he is of the opinion that ‘ it wants some doing ’ to get 
perfection in striking because of the varying circumstances 
in different towers. He also holds the view that ringers 
are trying to do their best often under difficult conditions, 
and their voluntary work should be more widely appre­
ciated. When the subject of bells on the radio was men­
tioned to Bert he quickly said that the time generally 
allowed was insufficient and he preferred to listen at his 
own selected spot in order to get the ‘ real thing ’ in actual 
surroundings.

Undoubtedly some of us in many parts of the country 
have been ringing when Old Bert was listening, for he 
would not disclose when or where his ‘ live listening ’ 
would take place, and apparently his one desire was to 
hear a ring of bells to the best advantage. Bert does not 
profess to know anything regarding method ringing and it 
is years since he witnessed a bell in motion, but where 
there is ringing from the ground floor he would watch for 
a short while then silently fade from the scene. Not many 
non-ringers visit towers purposely to hear the bells rung 
in their local surroundings, coupled with the possible 
opportunity of having a look at the church; but Bert enjoys 
walking, especially in the country, where he can see and 
appreciate nature in various moods. Somehow or another 
he is different to the average person one meets, and bell- 
ringers come up for conversation when they declare ringers 
are a funny lot of folk in the belfry. One such person said 
we ring what is called rounds for a short while, then some­
body shouted ‘ Go ’ but nobody went anywhere, and pre­
sently one of the band was told to ‘ dodge,’ yet there were 
no signs of any evasions. After some bobs and singles the 
order was given to ‘ stand ’ although all the ringers had 
been standing during the whole of the ringing. No, Bert 
knew better than to say anything about our strange tech­
nical terms, for he must have seen and heard ringing in 
many parts; yet he seemed to understand that the skill and 
patience needed could not be attained by easy means and 
that teamwork was an important factor. I am hoping to 
meet Old Bert again in the near future and hear some more 
news of his visits to town and country places where church 
workers strive to give of their best.

W ILLIAM SHEPHERD.
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TWELVE BELL PEALS
W AKEFIELD, YORKSHIRE.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 3 Hours and 50 Minutes, 

A t  th e C ath edr al  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s .
A PEAL OF 5007 STEDMAN CINQUES 

Tenor 35 cwt. 1 qr.
• P e t e r  W o o d w a r d  . .  . .  Treble 
J. M a r t in  T h o r l e y . .  2
W . E r ic  C r i t c h l e y  . .  3
L e s l i e  W . G . M o r r is  . .  4

fH o w A R D  S c o t t  . .  . .  5 
R o b in  G .  T u r n e r  . .  6

J . F r ed er ic k  M il n e r  . .  
tW iLFRED L . R o b in s o n  . .  
tR E V . C. G o r d o n  G raham  

L e s l ie  B o u m p h r e y  
W il f r id  F . • M oreto n  . .  
J o h n  E. K irby  .

9 
10 -  

11 . 

Tenor
Composed by C. H . H a tt e r sl e y . Conducted by W il f r id  F M o r eto n . 

* First peal of Stedman Cinques, f  First peal on 12 bells.

LIVERPOOL.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Dec. 27, 1955, in 3 Hours and 42 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  O u r  L a d y  a n d  S t . N ic h o l a s ,

A PEAL OF 5007 STEDMAN CINQUES 
Tenor 41 cwt. 3 qr. 15 lb.

L e ster  L . G ray . .  . .  Treble 
T h o m a s  R . B u t l e r . .  . .  2
Jo h n  E . Sp i c e ........................ 3

“J o s e p h  T h o r n l e y  . .  . .  4
A lan  P . C a v e .......................  5
F red er ic k  S . A lm o n d  . .  6  

Composed by Jo h n  C ar ter .
* First peal of Stedman Cinques.
A congratulatory peal to the Rector (Canon R 

appointment as Chaplain to H.M. the Queen.

T h o m a s  C . L a r k ey  . .  . .  7
D a v id  V i n c e n t .......................  8
E r n e st  F .  B e n n e t t  . .  , .  9 
E d w i n  C . B ir k ett  . .  . .  10 
P erc iv a l  W . C a v e  . .  . .  11
J ack  N. B r o w n ....................... Tenor
Conducted b y  P er c iv a l  W. C a v e .

Nelson) on his

TEN BELL PEALS
GRANTHAM , LINCOLNSHIRE.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 3 Hours and 30 Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . W u l f r a m ,
A PEAL O F 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL 

Tenor 32 cwt. 1 qr. 11 lb. in C sharp.
D e n is  A . F r it h  
F r e d k . W. P in c h b e c k  . 

’ K e n n e t h  K e t t er in g h a m  
*W. R u s s e l l  R e a d  . .  . 
‘ B rian  H u n t  .....................

P eter  E . P arry 
• R o y  S t e p h e n so n  
• W il l ia m  H . D ale . .  
♦B rian  B ut t e r y  

H . R e g in a l d  W o o d s

Treble 
2
3
4
5

Arranged and Conducted by D e n is  A. F r it h .
* First peal on ten bells.
A 62nd birthday compliment to William H. Dale.

SLOUGH, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On M on., Dec. 26, 1955, in 3 Hours and 26 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  St . M ary ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL 
Tenor 17J cwt. in E.

9
Tenor

M r s . P at L e w in g t o n  . .  Treble 
W il l ia m  F. B u t l e r . .  . .  2 
A r th ur  D. B arker  . .  . .  3
W alter L e e  ........................ 4
T h o m a s  J . L o ck  . .  . .  5 
Composed by W il l ia m  H .  B arber .

E d w a r d  S . T . F arr  . .  
F r ed e r ic k  R . Scorr 
J effr e y  C . B irt 
W il l ia m  H ibber t  
W il l ia m  B ir m in g h a m

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
Non-conducted and silent.

The first non-conducted peal of Royal by all and for the Guild.

CHESTER, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., Dec. 27, 1955, in 3 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  th e  C ath edral  C h u r c h  o f  C h r is t  a n d  t h e  B l e s s e d  V ir g in  

M ary,
A PEAL OF 5040 PUDSEY SURPRISE ROYAL

Tenor 29 cwt.
M argaret E. R id y a r d  . .  Treble 
D oreen  D u t t o n  . .  . .  2 .
J o h n  W. G r i f f i t h s .............  3
G o r d o n  H alls  ........................ 4
B rian  H arris ........................ 5
Composed by C. J . S e d g l e y .

A le x a n d e r  J . M ar tin  
J ack  A s h c r o f t  . .  
R o n a l d  K en r ic k  
P ercy  S w in d l e y  
J o s e p h  R id y a r d

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
Conducted by Jo s e p h  R id y a r d .

First peal in the method by all the band and on the bells.

PRESTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Dec. 27, 1955, in 3 Hours and 27 Minutes, 
A t  th c  C h u r c h  o f  St. Jo h n ,

A PEAL OF 5000 OXFORD TREBLE BOB ROYAL 
Tenor 24J- cwt.

C y r il  C r o ss t h w a it e  . .  Treble 
E rn e st  J . G o w e r  . .  . .  2 
J o h n  C harnock  . .  . .  3 
T h o m a s  B arker . . . . .  4  
S tan ley  W a l m sl e y  . .  5
Composed by C . C h arg e .

A r t h u r  H a t c h .......................  6
E . R o g er  M ar tin  . .  7  
G . A l ec  D im m o c k  . .  8 
V ictor  J . C . W o o d  . .  9 
F ra nk  S t ea d  ....................... Tenor

Conducted by C yr il  C r o s s t h w a it e . 
First peal of Oxford Royal by all the band and on the bells.
Rung to welcome Victor J. C. Wood back to Lancashire after being 

in New Zealand for two-and-a-half years.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
GREAT GRIMSBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 3 Hours and  3 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J a m e s ,

A PEAL OF 5024 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 18 cwt. 1 qr. 5 lb. in E.

N orah  M . B ib b y  . .  . .  Treble
G w e n  I . R u s b y .......................  2
G eo f f r e y  R . P arker  . .  3 
J ack L. M il l h o u s e . .  . .  4

• G eo rg e  H . R a n d l e s  
F ra nk  G . B l o o m f ie l d  
A r t h u r  P a sh l e y
Jo h n  W a l d e n ....................... Tenor

Conducted by F rank  G . B l o o m f ie l d .Composed by T. B. W o r sl e y .
• 2 0 0 th peal.

HYDE, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute.
A t  th e  C h ur c h  o f  S t . G eo rg e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 18 cwt.

B rian  W o o d r u f f e  . .  . .  Treble \ Iv o r  J e n k in s  .......................  5
S id n e y  H o u g h , j u n . . .  2  S y d n e y  S age .......................  6

• C o l in  D e w s n a p  . .  3 A lex a n d er  R ic h a r d so n  . .  7
E ric S im p s o n  . . . .  . .  4  D e n is  M o t t e r sh e a d  . .  Tenor 

Composed by H . J o h n s o n . Conducted b y  D e n is  M o t t e r sh e a d .
• First peal.
Rung as a welcome to the new Vicar, the Rev. D. Baird.

LONG ASHTON, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A ll  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part.
• M o nic a  E. F ray  . .  . .  Treble
fJoH N  W a t e r s .......................  2
flA iN  H . O r a m .......................  3

M ic h a el  J . H o r sm a n  . .  4

Tenor 30 cwt. 3 qr. 23 lb. 
H erber t  W . K n ig h t  . .  5 
L eo n a r d  F .  D err ick  . . . .  6  
D a v id  G .  Y eo  . .  . .  . .  7  
C yr il  E. L e w in g t o n  . .  Tenor

Conducted by D a v id  G. Y e o .
• First peal on eight bells, f  First peal of Grandsire Triples. First 

peal as conductor.
Rung as a welcome to the Rev. S. H. Cooke, B.A., who was inducted 

to the above church on December 12th.
NORTH BRADLEY, WILTSHIRE.

THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes. 

a t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s .
A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES

Tenor 13 cwt. in F.
H arry H eath  
G ilber t  H . H a r d in g  
C h a r les  F . A n d r e w s  

• S t a n ley  S . C ock ell

5
6 
7

Tenor

Dexter’s Eight-part.
P erc iv a l  W. J . H a r d in g . .  Treble 
L au renc e  E. H it c h in s  . .  2 
F r ed e r ic k  S . S la tfo r d  . .  3 
W illia m  C . W e s t  . .  . .  4

Conducted by C h arles  F . A n d r e w s .
* First peal of Stedman.

OVERSEALE. DERBYSHIRE.
THE M IDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and  30 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a t t h e w .

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
F. H. Dexter’s No. 1 Variation. Tenor 10 cwt.
M r s . P h y l l is  P o o le  ..T reb le  
M r s . B . G . W a r w ic k  . .  2  
E. C h arles  T u r n e r  . .  . .  3 
W il l ia m  F . W o o d w a r d  . .  4

Jo s e p h  Wm. C o tto n  . .  5
A r th u r  E. R o w l e y . .  , .  6
P eter  J . S t a n if o r t h  . .  7
P e r c iv a l  W. G rice  . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by P eter  J. St a n if o r t h .
Rung as a welcome to the Rev N. K. Brownsell, M.A., who was 

inducted to the benefice of Seale the previous day.
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RADCLIFFE. LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sal., Dec. 17, 1955, in 3 Hours anti 10 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urc h  o f  S t . M ary-t h e -B l e s s e d -V ir g in ,

A PEAL OF 5184 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 15} cwt. in F.
. .  Treble ! Ja m e s  G r o u n d s

Jo s e p h  T h or nley  
A r t h u r  T o m l in so n  
S y d n e y  L eath erbarro w

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by A r t h u r  T o m l in s o n .

F r ed  B r o w n l o w

P eter  C r o o k , s e n ...............  2
A l b e r t  G r e e n h a lg h  . .  3 

♦Jam es C u n l i f f e  . .  . .  4  
Composed by J. R. P r it c h a r d .

* First peal in the method.
Rung as a birthday tribute to the Rev. Philip Arthur Wrigley, Parish 

Priest of St. John’s, Farnworth and Kearsley, and Mrs. G. Annie Paine, 
daughter of the ringer of the 2nd.

SUTTON COLDFIELD. WARWICKSHIRE 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 

On Sal., Dec. 17, 1955, in 3 Hours and 18 Minutes,
A t th e  C h ur c h  o f  T h e  H o ly  T r in it y .

A PEAL OF 5)84 BEDFORD SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 23 cwt. 1 qr. 17 lb. in E flat.

E d m u n d  M a l in ....................... Treble i D e n n is  B e r e sfo r d  . .  . .  5
A nn B a r r ........................................ 2
J oan B e r e sfo r d  . .  3
J . E d w a r d  C a w s e r  . .  4 
Composed by A. C r a v e n .

Je f fr e y  B . W ebb  . .  . .  6  
P eter  B e r e s f o r d  . .  . .  7  
G eorge E . O l iv e r  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J . E d w a r d  C a w s e r .
First peal in the method by all the band, on the bells and for the 

Society. A birthday compliment to Miss Ann Barr.
PONTEFRACT, YORKSHIRE.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On M on., Dec. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 48 Minnies,

A t th e  C h urc h  o f  A ll  S a in t s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 

Parker’s Twelve-part (seventh observation). Tenor 12} cwt.
• M artin C u b it t  . .  . .  Treble ] W il f r id  F. M o reto n  . .  5
t  M ichael  S t e p h e n so n  . .  2 D a v id  C u b i t t ........................ 6

P eter  W o o d w a r d  . . . .  3 J . M ar tin  T h o r ley  . .  . .  7
H o w ard  Sco tt  . . . .  4  I K e n n e t h  P a r k ....................... Tenor

Conducted by W il f r id  F. M o r eto n .
* First peal of Triples, t  First peal.
Rung as a compliment to the Vicar, the Rev. Norman Haigh, on the 

25th anniversary of his ordination.
GRESSENHALL. NORFOLK.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Dec. 20, 1955, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,

A t t h e  C h ur c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR

Pritchard's Four-part. 
S id n e y  M a r sh all  
A r th u r  F. L e w r y  . .  
J o h n  S-. B ar nes 
W il l ia m  A. T h e o b a l d

Tenor 10 cwt. in G .  
‘ M r s . Joyce  M . C allaby  5 

G eo rq e  T. B u n n in g  . .  6  
tROBERT C . B u n n in o  . .  7  
G eo rg e  P. A d a m s  . .  . .  Tenor

Treble
2
3
4

C o n d u c te d  by W il l ia m  A. T h e o b a l d .
* First peal, f  First peal on eight bells.
First peal on the bells since rehanging and the adding of two new 

trebles.
HERSHAM, SURREY.

THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Fri., Dec. 23, 1955, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P eter ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL 

Tenor 8 cwt. 2 qr. in G sharp.
Ja m e s  F. D o d s o n  . .  . .  Treble Jo h n  K i n g ...........................  5

• E u n ic e  A. H il e y  . .  . .  2 R o l a n d  W . M o rant . .  6 
A. P atrick  C a n n o n  . .  3 D u g a l d  M . M a c p h e r s o n . .  7

• P a m . A. C o l l is  . . . .  4 E. Jo h n  W e l l s ........................Tenor
A rranged" an d  C o n d u c te d  by A . P atrick  C a n n o n .

* First peal of Major ‘ inside.’
This composition contains the minimum number of calls (57) in a 

5040.
Rung as a birthday compliment to the ringers of 2nd and 4th. and 

the daughter of the treble ringer. Also in honour of Mr. J. F. 
Dodson’s 22nd wedding anniversary. M r. Dodson has now ‘ completed 
the circle ’ on these bells.

HANDSWORTH, SHEFFIELD.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

(Sheffield District Society.)
On Sat., Dec. 24, 1955, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ar y ,
A PEAL O F 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 12 cwt.
*Jo h n  C h e t tlebu r g  . .  . .T reb le  H . D a v id  H o l l a n d  . .  . .  5 

D e n n is  H o l l a n d  . . . .  2 I an  M . H o l la n d  . .  . .  6
H erber t  O . C h a d d o c k . . 3 j C y r il  R u s b y  ................... 7
B arry  H o l l a n d  . . . .  4 j Jo h n  E. T u r l e y  .............Tenor

Composed by J. E. B u r t o n . Conducted by Jo h n  E. T u r l e y .
* First peal on eight bells.
Rung to celebrate the birth of a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. J. J. L. 

Gilbert.

SEVENOAKS, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 24, 1955, in 3 Hours and  5 Minutes.
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 21} cwt.

• M argaret A . L a d d  ..T reb le  fD o R is  E . C olgate  . .  5
tRoBERT C o l l in s  . .  . .  2 B ern ard  V. C o l l iso n  . .  6 

A r th u r  G. M a s o n . .  . .  3 JT h o m a s  E . So n e  . .  . .  7 
H erbert  E . A u d s l e y  4 1 E r n e st  J. L a d d  . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by J. R . P r it c h a r d . Conducted by E r n e st  J. L a d d .
•F irs t attempt for a peal, t  150th peal together, t  550th peal. 
Rung as a birthday compliment to Mrs. Collison, wife of the ringer 

of the 6 th.

ALDENHAM. HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Dec. 26, 1955, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  St . Jo h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A PEAL OF 5184 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Heywood’s Variation. Tenor 15 cwt. in E.
Jo h n  R. M ay ne  . .  . .  Treble D . K ay A d k in s  . .  . .  5 

*WlLLIAM WENBAN . . . .  2 j tALBERT C. WENBAN . . 6 
tJOAN M . WlLCOCKSON . . 3 CHRISTOPHER W . WOOLLEY 7
^ K e n n e t h  R. D u n st a n  . .  4 G e o ff r e y  W . S ea m an  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J o h n  R. M a y n e .
* 50th peal for the Association, t  First peal of Cambridge Major 

‘ inside.’

CLARE. SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GU ILD .

On M on., Dec. 26, 1955, in 3 Hours and  23 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. Pet e r  a n d  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5184 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 28 cwt. in D.

P eter  M ayle  ....................... Treble I R o bert  E. L e s t e r  . .  . .  5
S a m  J . T w it c h e t t  . . . .  2 T o m  B i r d ...........................  6
R o se m a r y  S eabrook  . .  3 U rban  W. W il d n e y . .  . .  7
O w e n  B a l l a r d ................... 4 R o n a l d  W . S t e w a r d  . .  Tenor
Composed by H . D a in s  (C.C.C. 31). Conducted by U rban  W. W il d n e y .

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.
THE DURHAM & NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On M on., Dec. 26, 195,5. in 3 Hours and 29 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . S t e p h e n ,

A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 27 cwt. 2 qr. 8 lb.

C h arl e s M cG u i n e s s  . .  Treble
R o l a n d  P a r k ................... 2

• C h arles  N. L ea  . .  . .  3 
K e n n e t h  A r t h u r  . .  . .  4  

Composed by T. B. WOR3LEY.
•  First peal in the method. 
Rung on St. Stephen’s Day.

E ric  N .  H arrison  . .  . .  5 
J. A lan  A in sw o r t h  . .  6 
D e n is  A . B ay les  . .  . .  7  
W . N o r m a n  P ark . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by D e n is  A . B a y l e s .

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
New Installations : Repairs : Maintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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PORTSMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE.
THB WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GU ILD. 

On M on., Dec. 26, 1955, in 3 Hours and 19 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  C h u r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s - o f - C a n t e r b u r y ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 25J cwt. in E flat.

5
6 
7

Tenor

S. K a th leen  M. K n ig h t  Treble 
• P a u l in e  M. S a x to n  . .  2 
tM A R ioN  J. P arker  . .  . .  3 

R u s s e l l  H. R. P a r k e r . .  4 
Composed by J. R. P r it c h a r d .

* First peal of Major on an ‘ inside ’ bell, 
on an ‘ inside ’ beil.

BADSEY, WORCESTERSHIRE.
1 HE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 

On Tues., Dec. 27, 1955, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J a m e s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDS1RE TRIPLES

E . W in if r e d  K e y s  . .
R o b in  G .  L eale 
F r e d k . W. B u r n e t t . .
R oger  B a l d w in

Conducted b y  R o g er  B a l d w in . 
t  First peal in the method

Parker’s Twelve-part. 
• R o bert  C . H all . .  
tANTHONY J. B razier  
JC o l in  B . L o n g m o r e  

G e o ff r e y  J. H e m m in g

Tenor 15 
• H arry  J . W h ea tley  

W . A r c h ib a l d  R e e d  
R . R oger  S av o r y  . .  

• P atrick  L . H atcher

Treble 
2
3
4

Conducted by R . R o g er  S a v o r y .
* First peal on eight bells, t  First peal in the method, 

of Triples. The 50th recorded peal in this tower.
WESTBOURNE, SUSSEX.

THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Dec. 27, 1955, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n - t h e -B a p t is t .
A  PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB TRIPLES 

Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 12 lb. ^
F r e d k . W . B u r n e t t . .  ..T reb le  
P a u l in e  M. S ax to n  . .  2 
E. W in if r e d  K e y s  . .  . .  3 
S. K a th l e e n  M. K n i g h t . .  4 
Composed by H . H u b b a r d .

cw t. 4 lb.
5
6 
7

Tenor

t  F irst p ea l

H ar old  A . N o b e s  
R o bin  G. L e a l e .  . 
R o g e r  B a ld w in  
R ic h a r d  H . S m ith

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by R oger  B a l d w in . 

First peal in the method by all the band except the ringer of the 6th. 
First peal of Triples of conductor.

Rung as a 40th wedding anniversary compliment to Mr. and Mrs. 
Tower R. Taylor, of St. Mary’s Church, Portsmouth.

F IV E  AND S IX  BELL  PEALS
STANDLAKE. OXFORDSHIRE.

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
(The Oxford Society.)

On Sat., Dec. 3, 1955, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . G il e s ,

A PEAL OF 5940 DOUBLES 
Being 840 Clifford Pleasure, 840 Reverse Canterbury, 840 April Day, 

840 Plain Bob, 840 Reverse St. Bartholomew and 840 Grandsire. 
Tenor 11 cwt. 2 qr. in F. sharp.

A l ec  G a m m o n ....................... Treble
R o b in  T rebilco ck  . .  . .  2 
V ern o n  G r e e n ...................  3

M alcolm  J o u r n e a u x  . .  4 
C l iv e  H o l l o w a y  . .  . .  5
R o y  H . J o n e s ....................... Tenor

Conducted by C l iv e  H o l l o w a y .
First peal as conductor. A birthday compliment to the father of 

Alec Gammon.
MARSTON, OXFORDSHIRE.

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
(The Oxford Society.)

On Mon., Dec 5, 1955, in 2 Hours and 22 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h urc h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,
A PEAL OF 5040. DOUBLES 

Being 720 each of Clifford Pleasure, Reverse Canterbury, April Day, 
Plain Bob, Reverse St. Bartholomew, Grandsire and Southrepps. 

Tenor 6 cwt., approx.
• F ra n c is  A . B arrett . .  Treble I V ern on  G reen  . .  . .  ' . .  3

C h r is t in b  M. W o o d w a r d  2 | A l ec  G a m m o n ...................  4
C l iv e  H o l l o w a y  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by C l iv e  H o l l o w a y .

• First peal. Rung on the eve of the Patronal Festival.
BIDDENHAM, BEDFORDSHIRE.

THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Dec. 13, 1955, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J a m e s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Consisting of seven different extents. Tenor 13 cwt. in G.
B r y a n  P a t t i s o n  . .  4  
P e t e r  J. S h ip to n  . .  . .  5 
J o h n  B . L o n g ........................Tenor

• B eav a n  H arris . .  . .  Treble
A n n  F u n d r e y ...................  2
R o y  A. W a r d ...................  3

Conducted by B ryan  P a t t is o n .
•F irs t peal at first attempt (age 13).
First peal to be rung by past and present members of the Dame Alice 

Harpur School for Girls, Bedford Modern and Bedford schools.

LYMINSTER, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Dec. 13, 1955, in 2 Hours and 34 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary  M a g d a l e n e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 
Being two extents of Single Oxford and five extents of Plain Bob. 

Tenor 10 cwt.
June-M . C lem e n ts .. . .  * 
E rn e s t T reagus . .  . .  5 

tGEORGE F rancis . .  . .  Tenor

• G eo f f r e y  L e e ....................... Treble
• S y l v ia  S treater  . .  . .  2 
• B e t t y  M cK a n e  . .  3

Conducted by E r n e st  T r e a g u s .
•  First peal in two methods, t  25th peal for the Association.
Rung as a compliment to M r. R. D. Isted and Miss Betty McKane on 

their engagement.

STISTED, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., Dec. 14, 1955, in 2 Hours and 34 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being seven extents in 15 methods, viz.: 1, London Scholars’ Pleasure, 
Kingston and Sandal Treble B ob; 2, College Exercise, Norbury and 
Duke of Norfolk Treble Bob ; 3, Oxford and Kent T .B .; 4, St. Clement’s 
and Double O xford; 5, Childwall and Thelwall B ob; 6, Plain Bob and 
Double B ob; 7, Cambridge Surprise. Tenor 10 cwt. in A.

A lbe r t  S a u n d e r s  . .  . .  Treble 
A l a n  R . Sy d e r  . .  . .  2 

•W a lter  A r n o l d  . .  . .  3
Conducted by T erry  E ar le . 

•  First peal in 15 methods.

•J o h n  W a r n e r ........................ 4
• H ild a  G .  S n o w d e n  . .  5 

T err y  E arle .......................Tenor

BUCKERELL, DEVON.
THE G U ILD  OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and 44 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. M ary a n d  G il e s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 17 240’s and eight 120’s. Tenor 81 cwt.
F r a n c is  P arr ........................Treble
C h r is t o p h e r  W e b b  . .  . . 2 
A la n  H o d g e  ...................  3

J o s e p h  B r o a d h u r st  . .  . .  4
W il l ia m  W e b b .......................  5
Jo h n  R eal  . .  . .  . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by W il l ia m  W e b b .

COPLE, BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and 391 Minutes,
A t th e  C h u r c h  o f  A ll  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Consisting of three extents of St. Clement’s Bob Minor, one extent of 

St. Clement’s and Plain Bob, and three extents of Plain Bob. 
Tenor 81 cwt. in G.

N o r m a n  F .  H u l l  . .  . .  Treble
• A l e x  S i m p s o n ........................ 2

P et e r  J . S h ip t o n  . .  . .  3
Conducted by B ryan  P a t t iso n . 

• First peal ‘ inside.’

M alcolm  G .  H o oto n  . .  4  
• M a x  W . U n d e r w o o d  . .  5 

B ryan  P a t t iso n  . .  . .  Tenor

CROSSTHWAITE, WESTMORLAND.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 
Being seven different exteits. Tenor 101 cwt.
•B a r b a r a  L a w s o n  . .  . .T re b le  |  R o la n d  F .  E c c l e s  . .  . .  4 

J a m e s  D ic k in s o n  . . . .  2 G e o r g e  E . B r a i t h w a i t e  . .  5
A la n  C a p st ic k  . . . .  3 I F rank  B i r k e t t ....................... Tenor

Conducted by G eorge  E . B r a it h w a it e .
* First peal.

EARDISLEY, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary M a g d a len e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 40 six-scores (ten callings), one 240 Morris’ arrangement. 

Tenor 81 cwt.
A ll e n  C o lco m be  . .  ..T reb le  
L e s l ie  H . C olcom bf. . .  2 
R e g in a l d  G . P o w e l l  . .  3

T h o m a s  J. G u n d y  
A u b r e y  J. P robert  
C h ar les  P h il l ip s

. .  4 

. .  5 
. .  Tenor

Conducted by R e g in a l d  G. P o w e l l .
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GAMSTON, NOTTINGHAM SHIRE.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Seven different extents. Tenor 8 cwt. 1 qr. 18 lb.

S y d n e y  C a r n a l l  . .  . .  4
J o h n  N e w b e r t ........................ 5
H a r o ld  D e n m a n ...................Tenor

K ath erine  B u r c h n a ll  . .  Treble 
•R ic h a r d  H o b b s  . .  . .  2 

G race B u r c h n a ix  . .  . .  3
Conducted by H ar o ld  D e n m a n .

* First peal.
Rung to mark 20 years as Rector of Gamston by the Rev. S. M. I. 

Salt.
SULGRAVE, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . J a m e s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Being seven different extents. Tenor 10} cwt.
M o n ta g u e  S a u n d e r s  . .  4  
G eorge  W . H o l l a n d  . .  5 
W il l ia m  A. Y a tes  . .  . .  Tenor

G e o r g e  S h e l l a r d  . .  ..T reb le  
W il l ia m  J . C h e s t e r  . . 2 

• K a t h le e n  I. B a l l a r d  . .  3
Conducted by W il l ia m  A. Y a t e s .

* First peal.
W ATERINGBURY, KENT.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and 32 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Being seven different extents. Tenor 8£ cwt.
W il l ia m  R. M a n s e r . .  . .  4 
S ta n l e y  G . P o n t in g . .  . .  5 
W il l ia m  A. K it c h e n s id e . . Tenor

L u t h e r  H o n e s s ...................Treble
S t a n l e y  A. H a y z e ld e n  . .  2  
F r e d e r ic k  J . L a m b e r t  . .  3

Conducted by W il l ia m  A. K it c h e n s id e .
A birthday compliment to  Mr. T. Saunders, of East Peckham. 

WHETSTONE. LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER. DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955 , in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St. Peter,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different 7 2 0 ’s . Tenor 8} cwt.

A lfred E. H inm an . .  . .  4 
J. H arry C ook . .  . .  5 

‘G eoffrey A. B o w c u rr .. Tenor

F r e d e r ic k  W a t s o n  . .  . .  Treble
R o w l a n d  C o o k ................... 2
E r n i  s t  M o r r i s  . .  . .  3

Conducted by E r n e st  M o r r is .
* First peal of Minor.
Rung to  mark the retirement of Mr. Maurice Pawley, ringer and 

chorister at this church for over 50 years; also a 21st birthday com­
pliment to David Bishop, of Croft.

W ILLINGHAM. CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 17, 1955. in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t th e  C h urc h  o f  S t . M ary a n d  A ll  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 SURPRISE MINOR 
Being two extents each of Ipswich and Norwich, and three of Cambridge.

Tenor 12$ cwt. in F.
K e i i h  F. B o n u s  . .  . .  Treble ' G eorge E . C r is p  . .  . .  4
St a n l b y  S h i p p ................... 2 W il l ia m  J .  R id g m a n  . .  5
D o n a l d  E. R . K n ig h t s  . .  3 G e o f f r e y  A. L u c a s  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by W il l ia m  J .  R id g m a n .

BARROWBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD 

On Tues., Dec. 20, 1955. in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 

Being 12 extents each of St. Simon’s and St. Martin’s, six of Plain Bob, 
and en extents and a 12-score of Grandsire. Tenor 11 cwt.
• J o h n  E. C o o k ...................Treble | tBRiAN  H u n t  .....................  4
t W .  R u s s e l l  R e a d  . .  . .  2 D e n is  A . F r i t h  . .  . .  5 
t R o y  S tb p h f n s o n  . .  . .  3 A l b e r t  O . N i c h o l l s  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by D e n is  A . F r i t h .
* First peal, t  First peal of Doubles.

SCULTHORPE. NORFOLK.
THcl NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Dec. 20. 1955, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s .

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven 720’s. Tenor 8 cwt.
B. G . M o o r e ...................Treble : G . G r e e v e s  .....................  4
S . H. W a t e r f ie l d  . .  . .  2 J .  C o u z e n s .................................  5
T. Owen ...........................  3 G . R. D r e w  ...................Tenor

Conducted by T. O w e n .
The conductor has now * circled the tower ’ to peals.

GILLETT
A N D

JOHNSTON
LIMITED

No matter in which corner of the country 
you happen to be, as likely as not you 
will come across Gillett & Johnston bells 
or tower clocks. Cillett & Johnston crafts­
manship is embodied in an all-embracing 
service —  as much in the preservation 
and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation of new.

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
AND

C L O C K  M A K E R S
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OXFORD.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed., Dec. 21, 1955, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Comprising seven extents in 14 methods with 90 changes of method, 
v iz .: (1) Cambridge and Primrose Surprise. (2) College Exercise and 
Norbury Treble Bob, (3) Oxford and Kent Treble Bob, (4) Fulbeck and 
Canterbury Pleasure, (5) Double Oxford and St. Clement’s, (6) Thelwall 
and Childwall, (7) Plain and Double Bob. Tenor cwt.
• D a p h n e  C a s t e l l  . .  Treble 

D o u g l a s  O. W il k s  . .  2 
• M alcolm  S . C lo k e  . .  3

Conducted by A lan R. P in k .
• First peal in 14 Minor methods.
Rung on the Feast of St. Thomas, Apostle and Martyr.

DOULTING, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 24, 1955, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . A l d h e l m ,

A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR
Tenor 24 cwt.Being seven extents. 

R o n a l d  G .  B eck  
W. Jo h n  P h ip p e n  
E u n ic e  D . O v e r e n d . .

. .  Treble 
. .  2 
. .  3

Conducted by D a v id  H o a r e . 
First peal of Kent Minor by all the band.

W il f r e d  B o w e r s  . .  Treble H a r r y  F u l l e r ...................  4
D ora  R e e v e  ...................  2 W a l t e r  P a u l  ...................  5
R ic h a r d  R o s e ...................  3 J a m es  P a u l  ...................Tenor

Conducted by J a m es  P a u l .
A golden wedding compliment to the parents of the ringer of the 

second.

RADSTOCK, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Dec. 26, 1955, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 
Being one extent each of Cambridge, St. Clement’s, Hereward, Double 

Court, Single Court, Oxford Bob and Plain Bob.
Tenor 11 cwt. 2 qr. 26 lb. in G.

A d r ia n  P . B eck  . .  Treble »W . J o h n  P h ip p e n  . .  4
• R o bert  E. B eck  . .  . .  2 R o n a ld  G .  B eck  . .  . .  5

D a v id  H o a r e ................... 3 | G eorge W . M a s se y  . .  Tenor
Conducted by R o n a ld  G .  B e c k .

• First peal in seven methods of Minor.

• D o n a l d  H . N ibl e t t  . .  4 
H arry P . F l o y d  . .  . .  5 
A lan  R. P i n k ....................... Tenor

E r n e st  E. B r a y ................... 4
G eorge W . M a s s e y  . .  5 
D a v id  H oare ....................... Tenor

HOLYWELL, HUNTINGDONSHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 24, 1955, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR 
Being seven extents. Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 25 lb.

D o n a l d  E . R. K n i g h t s . .  Treble | E. J ack  P a r i s h ...................  4
• W alter  P a p w o r t h  . . . .  2 D o n a ld  P eacock  . .  . .  5

F r a n k  E l s o m .......................  3 I S t a n l e y  S h i p p ....................... Tenor
Conducted by S ta n ley  S h ip p .

* First peal of Treble Bob.

BRAMPTON, HUNTINGDON.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Dec. 26, 1955, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary M a g d a len e .

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 42 extents (ten callings). Tenor 14 cwt.
R. F. B ak er  ....................... Treble I ‘ M aureen  A l l e n  . .  3
L u c y  A l l e n  ...................  2 | E. J . W h i t i n g ...................  4

*J. W. A ll e n  ....................... Tenor
Conducted by R. F. B a k e r .

• First peal.
First known peal by all-Brampton service ringers.

HOCKWOLD-CUM-WILTON. NORFOLK.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Dec. 26, 1955, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes.
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J a m e s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 7 cwt.

ROADE, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On M on., Dec. 26, 1955, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h urc h  o f  S t . M ary-t h e - V ir g in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Consisting of 12 extents of April Day, six extents of Kcnnington and 

eight extents each of Norfolk, Old and Plain Bob.
Tenor 10 cwt. 2 qr. 17 lb. in F.

W alter  R ic h a r d so n  . .  Treble 1 I v o r  J . D i c k i n ...................  3
• J o h n  K in g  . .  . .  \ . .  2 | K e n n e t h  D. P e r k in s  . .  4 

A lan  C. C o z e n s  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by A lan  C. C o z e n s .

• First peal ‘ inside.’
Rung for the festival of Christmas.

SUTTON-IN-THE-ISLE, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On M on., Dec. 26, 1955, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven extents. Tenor 18| cwt. in F.
• K ath leen  M a th e so n  . .  Treble 

D o n a l d  E. R . K n i g h t s . .  2 
C l a u d  G im b e r t  . .  . .  3

L e s l ie  L ig h tfo o t  
S ta n l e y  S h ip p  . 
A r th u r  Y arrow

4
5

Tenor

• First peal.
Conducted by St a n l e y  S h ip p .

ARDELEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Dec. 27, 1955, in 2 Hours and 32 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . L a u r en c e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one extent each of Oxford and Double Oxford Bob, Plain Bob, 
St. Clement’s College Bob, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob. and Cam­
bridge Surprise. Tenor 9 cwt.
• R o bert  E. D ay (14 y rs .) .. Treble 
G eo rg e  C h erry  . .  . .  2 
W alter  J. H o u g h t o n  . .  3

Jack  S. D ear .......................  4
F rank  W. C ro ft  . .  . .  5 
D a v id  L. G u l l ic k  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by D a v id  L. G u l l ic k .
* First peal.
A farewell peal to the Vicar, the Rev. J. E. Hardy, who is retiring i» 

the New Year.

ASHWICK, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Dec. 27, 1955, in 2 Hours and 36 Minutes,
A t th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J a m e s .

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 7 cwt.
F r ed er ic k  G .  L eak er  
M r s . D .  G .  M ayell  
F ra n c is  C . M o g fo r d

. .  Treble R o n a l d  G. B eck  . .  . .  4 
A la n  A . H il l ia r  . .  . .  5 
D e s m o n d  G. M ayell . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R o n a l d  G . B e c k .
Rung to the memory of Capt. J. W. Hilliar, and also an appreciation 

to  Mrs. E. L. Hilliar, by whose untiring efforts these bells were rehung.

STRETTON GRANDISON, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., Dec. 27. 1955, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h urc h  o f  S t . L a w r e n c e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
.Being 42 six-scores (ten callings). Tenor 10J cwt.

C h a r le s  P h i l l i p s  . .  . .  Treble A u b r e y  J. P r o b e r t  . .  4
R e g in a l d  G . P o w e l l  . .  2 T h o m a s  J . G u n d y  . .  . .  5 

• L e s l ie  H. C o lco m be  . .  3 R ic h a r d  A . C o lco m be  , .  Tenor 
Conducted by L e s l ie  H. C o l c o m b e .

• 25th peal.

HANDBELL PEAL
CLEATHAM, LINCOLNSHIRE.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 17. 1955, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,

A t  C leath am  H o u s e  F ar m ,
A PEAL OF 5068 SPLICED KENT TREBLE BOB AND KENT 

LITTLE COURT ROYAL
Tenor size 15 in C.

M r s . J . B ray ........................ 1— 2  I ‘ J ack  B ray ........................ 5— 6
G eorge  E. F eir n  . .  3— 4  | P h il ip  B ar n es  . .  . .  7— 8

C. A u b r e y  H ar riso n  . .  9—10 
Adapted from F . D e n c h . Conducted by G eorge  E. F e ir n .

•  600th peal. First peal of Royal in these methods by all.
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75th ANNIVERSARY OF 
BALDOCK GUILD

On December 10th the Baldock and Norton 
ringers and friends enjoyed their annual dinner 
at the Rose and Crown. After a superb 
Christmas meal, Canon Smith proposed the 
loyal toast, and also expressed his apprecia­
tion of the happy spirit which exists among the 
ringers of his own tower and at Norton

In proposing ‘ St. Mary’s Guild,’ Mr. H. 
V. Frost (general secretary o f the Hertfordshire 
Association) mentioned that although the Guild 
was officially established in 1880 (which made 
it older that the Hertfordshire Association it­
self), there was a board in the tower which 
recorded a touch of 720 Bob M inor in 1737.

Mr. E. G. Buck (the captain) said that the 
best sign of the Guild’s health was the number 
of learners. They were trying to keep the bells 
ringing Sunday by Sunday and, in achieving 
this, he did value the regular practices. Apolo­
gies for absence, and best wishes, had been 
received from several friends. All stood in 
silence in remembrance of Mr. A. Bray, who 
was the last of the pre-1914 band who had 
continued to take interest in the present one.

Mr. H. S. Bonnett, in proposing ‘ The 
Ladies,' said how gratified he was to discover 
how much they enjoyed the dinner; and Mrs. 
Critchley, in a witty reply, said that ringing was 
one of the few occupations where standards for 
men and women were comparable, and elabo­
rated upon the two groups of ringers’ wives, 
those who do and those who don’t  ring.

Peal attempts during the afternoon at both 
Baldock and Norton came to grief, but in 
spite of these disappointment; the dinner was 
most successful. J. S-

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION
The quarterly meeting of the Northern Dis­

trict, which was well attended, was held at St. 
Mary’s, Leyton, on December 17th.

Ringing was enjoyed on this light eight until 
4.45, when tea, kindly provided by the Vicar 
(the Rev. Frank Food), was enjoyed in the 
Church Hall.

A lively business meeting followed, with the 
Vicar as chairman. Four ringers were duly 
elected members of the Association.

It was decided to hold a learners’ practice in 
1956, starting in January; further details will 
appear in ‘ The Ringing World ’ in due course.

More ringing took place under the direction 
of the District Master, Mr. C. A. Hughes.

L. W. B

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations towards the 
cost of producing ‘ The Ringing World ’ :—

Personal.—J. Collins 2s. 6d., A- Hill 2s. 6 d.,
H. G. Fretwell 4s., R. C. Heazel 3s. 6d., L. 
Evans 4s., Anonymous 10s., Miss E. E. Emm 
2s. 6d., W. A. Osborn 5s., J. Merrett 4s., 
Anon. 4s., J. Wood 4s.

Peals.—Great Grimsby 5s., Buckerell 2s. 6d., 
N orth Bradley 4s., Overseale 4s., Long Ashton 
4s., Standlake 3s„ Marston 2s. 6d.

Quarter Peals. — Willoughby-on-the-Wolds 
2s. 6d., Marlow Is. 6d., Swinton, Lancs, 2s„ 
Buckland Newton 3s„ Epsom 5s., Bolton 2s., 
Plymouth 4s.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL 
ASSOCIATION 

Festive Tea for Cheltenham Branch
Some 40 ringers, including visitors from 

Bristol. Gloucester and Ross, were present at 
the annual meeting of the Cheltenham Branch 
held at Leckhampton on December 17th.

The service was conducted by the Rector of 
Leckhampton, the Rev. E. J. White, who after­
wards joined the ringers at a  festive tea, pro­
vided by Miss Davidson, of Cheltenham Ladies’ 
College. The tables were tastefully decorated 
with evergreens and golden bells, and pride of 
place was given to iced Christmas cakes, which 
were also adorned with bells.

The Branch chairman, Mr. C. Rouse, wel­
comed the Rector to the Branch, as it was 
the first opportunity the ringers had had of 
meeting him officially since he came to Leck­
hampton. A special welcome was also ac­
corded to Mr. F. Skidmore, the general sec­
retary of the Association.

At the business meeting the Branch chair­
man. Mr. C. Rouse, and the Branch secretary, 
Miss E. M. Bliss, were unanimously re-elected. 
Mr. W. A. Farm er was elected as the Branch 
renresentative on the Management Committee. 
It was agreed that during 1956 all Branch meet­
ings should be held on the fourth Saturday of 
each month at 3 p.m. The next three monthly 
meetings are to be held at Prestbury; St. 
Mark’s, C heltenham ; and Badgeworth.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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The peal at Preston was ar­
ranged for Mr. Victor J. C. BELFRY 
Wood, who has just returned 
to  Clitheroe, Lancs, with his wife and family, 
after living in New Zealand for two and a half 
years. I t  was purely coincidental that the com­
position was put together by M r. Cornelius 
Charge, of New Zealand, and published in 
‘ The Ringing World ’ in 1937.

Six ringers scored their first peal on ten 
bells with the peal of Plain Bob Royal at 
Grantham on December 17th.'

We are pleased to hear from Mr. Albert 
Walker that Mr. F , E. Pervin has returned home 
to 6 8 , Newfield Road, Radford, Coventry, 
from  hospital and can now sit out. His speech 
has returned and he looks very much better.

It is with pleasijre we note St. Matthew’s, 
Overseale, again appears in our peal columns, 
following the tragic occurrence on April 3rd,
1954. A well-struck peal of Stedman Triples 
(reported in our peal columns) was rung on 
December 17th to welcome the new Rector of 
Seale (the Rev. N. K. Brownsell) who met the 
ringers after the peal. It was also a birthday 
compliment to Mr. P. J. Staniforth and Mr. 
J. VV. Cotton.

Bedford has a world-wide reputation for its 
Public Schools, two fo r boys and two for 
girls, and it is interesting to  note that several 
peals have been rung by separate schools’ and 
combined schools’ bands—Bedford Modern and 
Bedford Schools have both rung peals without 
outside help, and peals have been rung by the 
following combined bands: Bedford Modern 
and Dame Alice Harpur Schools, Bedford 
Modern and Bedford Schools, and last week 
Bedford M odem, Bedford and Dame Alice 
Harpur Schools took part in a peal. It is hoped 
to ring a peal incorporating all four schools in 
the near future.

It is not given to many to 
GOSSIP ring a peal of Stedman 

Cinques as their very first 
touch (of Cinques). That, however, was ac­
complished by Joseph Thornley, of Farnworth, 
Bolton, when he rang the fourth in the peal 
at St. Nicholas’, Liverpool, recorded elsewhere 
in this issue. None of the others in the band 
had the slightest inkling that this was the first 
time he had rung Cinques. Later he was con­
gratulated on his excellent performance.

Double Norwich was the method chosen foi 
the peal attempt at Sevenoaks, Kent, on Christ­
mas tv e . Alas, during the morning one of the 
band dropped out through illness, and as a 
substitute for Double Norwich could not be 
found the conductor (Mr. E. J. Ladd) decided 
to take his daughter and go for Plain Bob, with 
the result that Margaret scored a peal at the 
first attempt.

Holywood, Co. Down, band had an unfortunate 
experience in their Christmas Day broadcast, 
and although the announcer said eight, only 
seven bells sounded. Just before the bells 
went on  the air the rope of the third jammed 
and jumped off, leaving the bell completely 
wedged. There was a hurried switch to seven 
bells.

Because of the demand of National Service, 
Aldrington (Sussex) have been recruiting to  their 
tower girls instead of boys. During the last 
eight months three ringers have moved from 
the district due to their careers and four young 
ladies have married, and all made homes in 
other counties 1 The tower is fortunate in hav­
ing a waiting list of people anxious to learn the 
art and three more have thus been given the 
opportunity. It is encouraging to learn that 
Aldrington has provided seven other counties 
with ringers, for all are ringing in their new 
home towns.

THE WHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY

1570ESTABLISHED

MEARS & STA INBANK 
BISHOPSGATE 2599-

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD 
LONDON, E.1.



THE RINGING WORLD 9

The oak bookcase for the Ringers’ Roll of Honour at St. Paul’s Cathedral, which was 
designed by M r. C. Cullen, of Farnborough, Kent. M r. Cullen also generously wrote the 
roll free of charge.
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REDEDICATIONS
POLSTEAD, SUFFOLK

Reader, have you been to Polstead Church? 
It not, don’t miss the opportunity—not only 
to see the church, but also the view from the 
churchyard southwards across the valley of the 
little River Box to Stoke-by-Nayland’s imposing 
tower standing high on the other side. Yes, 
it’s some of Suffolk’s best scenery, away from 
mam roads, and St. Mary’s Church stands at 
the top of a ridge with a lake a t the bottom on 
the north side.

St. Mary’s is one of the ancients, even as 
churches go. I doubt if you’ll see anything 
like it anywhere else. Here, Mr. Historian and 
Mr. Antiquary, you will find much interest. 
The tower has a stone spire and six bells, and 
the congregation which filled the church in the 
late afternoon of Sunday, December 18th, as­
sembled to join in a service of praise and 
thanksgiving when the Lord Bishop of Dun- 
wich rededicated the bells after their overhaul. 
They have been retuned, quarter-turned and 
rehung in a modern metal frame, with ball 
bearings and new fittings, by Messrs. John 
Taylor and Co., of Loughborough.

The tower has been reinforced to the design 
of Mr. Robert Potter, F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
Richard Hare, B.A. (Arch.), A.R.I.B.A.

The tenor is about 10 cwt. and is inscribed: 
‘ Revd. John Whitmore, Rector, John Corder, 
Isaac Strutt, Churchwardens.’ AH six bells are 
inscribed: ‘ T. Mears of London, fecit 1825.’

The Rector of Polstead, the Rev. P. H. Bid- 
dlecombe, conducted the service, and Mr. 
George Pipe (Grundisburgh) read the lesson. 
Hymns ‘ Hark the Glad Sound !,’ ‘ Unchang­
ing God Who Livest,’ ‘ Angel Voices Ever 
Singing ’ and ' Ring Forth, Holy Bells ’ were 
sung and the choir sang the bell carol ‘ In 
Every Town and Village the Bells Do Ring.’

One of the churchwardens who led the pro­
cession to  the tower was a lady, Mrs. W. A. 
Stirling, and in clear voice she asked the 
Bishop to rededicate the bells. Rounds were 
rung and then came the 25-minute sermon.

The BishoD reminded the congregation of 
the goodwill of all and the skill of architects, 
builders and bellfounders which make these 
restorations possible.

He quoted from a report he had some time 
ago bv Messrs. Tavlor regarding the bells in 
a  church in the Pennines. It r a n : ‘ The peal, 
as is onlv too well realised, is of very pooi 
tone and distressingly unmusical.’ This became 
the core of his sermon—we, like bells, must be 
in good order and receive attention sometimes. 
When we are in good order, we should go 
forth and witness. Five points he put fo r­
ward :— 1 Daily prayer; 2 Bible reading; 3 
Church on Sundays; 4 If confirmed, com­
municate, and then 5 Ring out the message to 
the world. He went o n : ‘ The tower points 
to  Heaven— the eternals. It speaks of stability 
in an ever-changing scene and a world of con­
flict . . . .  The bells say, “  Come to church, 
come to  church . . .” but some go off in 
buses, some dig gardens and some take no 
notice at all. But some day there is the pass­
ing bell . . . .  pity they didn’t  listen before.'

Bellringing. he said, is a very important 
ministry in the life of the church, but bell- 
ringers can fail in their ministry so that the 
message does not go forth, or they can refuse 
to answer the call they have passed on to other 
T O O D le . ‘ No wonder people don’t come to 
church if they see the ringers going home
directly after ringing.................They are just
ringine for fun and their skill on the ropes— 
not as ministers on the bells. The ministry of 
bellringing is the ringers’ way of proclaiming.

The service over, the bells rang out and there 
were many ringers from Suffolk and Essex to 
trv them, while others went to tea at the W.I. 
Hall.

Coming out of church, it was a perfect even­
ing; the tower and spire were silhouetted against

a clear sky, the air had a clear, cold sting, 
it was starlight and the silvery new moon lay 
on its back away to the south-west, light 
streamed from the church windows and porch 
and, down in the road below the hill, the Sal­
vation Army band from the Suffolk town of 
Hadleigh were playing carols.

Reader, don’t forget what I said, go to Pol­
stead if you have the chance. Before you 
come away you can think of Maria Marten 
and The Red Barn Murder, and there is a 
little left of the famous 1,000-years-old Gospel 
Oak. C. R.

PEAL RINGERS OF 1955 
In an endeavour to make this annual 

review more comprehensive, we propose 
to publish a list of those who rang 25 
or more peals during 1955.

Details required : Number of peals rung 
(in brackets conducted) for both tower- 
and handbells.

CHIPPING, LANCS
The six bells of Chipping Parish Church, 

Lancs, were rededicated on December 11th. The 
service was conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. 
J. H. K. Nye, and was fully choral. The act of 
dedication was performed by the Suffragan 
Bishop of Burnley (the Right Rev. G . E. 
Holderness), who also preached the sermon.

Ringers were present from Broughton, Ley- 
land, Preston, Penwortham and Clitheroe. The 
Lancashire Association was represented by the 
vice-president (Mr. E. R. Martin) and the 
Preston Branch secretary (Mr. L. Walmsley).

After the dedication, rounds were rung by the 
local company, and at the close of service 
touches of Bob Minor and Cambridge Surprise 
were rung by mixed bands.

The bells have been quarter turned and fitted 
with ball bearings and new fittings. Messrs. 
Mears and Stainbank have carried out the work, 
and the ‘ go ’ is now all that can be desired.

WREXHAM
On December 8th the Archbishop of Wales, 

the Rt. Rev. John Morgan, rededicated the bells 
of Wrexham Parish Church, which during the 
past seven months have been undergoing re­
novations and retuning in Loughborough.

During the service, the Archbishop and the 
Vicar of Wrexham, the Rev. D. E. M. Glynne 
Jones, and other clergy, churchwardens and the 
crossbearer went to the foot o f the tower, 
where the Archbishop led the congregation in 
prayer. There was later an address, which was 
followed by the Blessing.

Outside, the church and 16th century tower 
were illuminated by floodlights.

It was in May that all but two of the eleven 
bells were taken down and transported to 
Messrs. John Taylor and Co. at Loughborough. 
Now, after seven months of silence, they will 
ring again.

Other fittings in the tower have also been 
overhauled to  make the belfry one of the most 
up to  date in the country. The clock has been 
restored to working order so that the chimes 
and hourly striking may be heard again.

MORE BELFRY GOSSIP
A much-admired ring when the Central 

Council visited Newcastle was the eight of St. 
Stephen’s. These bells are not often available— 
in fact, including one on December 26th, only 
three peals have been rung in the last seven 
years. Mr. Denis A. Bayles is the only ringer 
fortunate enough to ring in all three peals.

The peal of Stedman Triples at North Brad­
ley, on December 17th, was rung in honour of 
the wedding of Mr. Clive Barber to Miss June 
Parker. Clive is a member o f the local band, 
and is leaving to reside in Chipping Sodbury. 
He was presented with an inscribed barometer 
in honour of his wedding and his valued ser­
vices as a ringer and as a faithful churchman. 
Mr. P. Harding, the local captain, by ringing 
the treble in this peal, has now ‘ completed the 
circle ’ three times.
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ST. MARGARET’S, WOLSTANTON
By E. H. EDGE

(Continued from page 826)

T iHE date of the first peal on the bells is 
not known, although the first peal for the 

Stoke-on-Trent Archidiaconal Association (now 
the North Staffs Association) was rung on these 
bells on Tuesday, February 19th. 1884, and is 
stated to have been the first peal on the bells. 
The ringers were :—

Samuel Walker 1 Samuel W ootton 4 
Levi Miller 2 Wm, Priestman 5 
Wm. Miller 3 Samuel Spencer 6 
The peal consisted of two 720’s of Oxford and 

Kent Treble Bob and one 720 each of Court 
Bob. Grandsire and Plain Bob Minor. This 
may have been the first peal on the bells but it 
is more likely to have been the first peal in 
five methods on them.

Before the formation of the Archidiaconal 
Association, many 720's had been rung and in 
1879, on May 25th, the longest peal of Plain 
Bob was rung fully-muffled to the memory of 
Wm. Miller, senior, ringer at the church from 
1846 to 1879. Mrs. Miller (recently deceased), 
daughter-in-law of that Wm. Miller, and at that 
time fiancee of the conductor, remembered the 
occasion very clearly for the l_ength of time it 
took—much longer than any other ringing she 
heard at the time. It is described as a full peal 
and is the only early peal for which the time 
and number of changes are not given, and it is 
very probable that it was 5,040. The claim is 
supported by the fact that the method was Plain 
Bob. and the band, who were all accustomed to 
ringing extents of a great number of Minor 
methods, attempted the peal every evening in 
the week until it was finally brought round on 
the Saturday.

A further example of the band’s enthusiasm 
is contained in an extract from ‘ The Bell News,’ 
describing a peal-ringing expedition to Uttoxeter. 
The peal was Taylor's Bob and Single Variation 
and was conducted by Samuel Spencer. The 
ringers were James Baddeley. Levi Miller, 
Samuel Walker, Fred Martin. Wm. Greenleaf, 
Samuel Spencer, William Miller and G. 
Hodgkins.

FOURTH TIME LUCKY 
‘ On Monday, November 10th (1884). a band 

of ringers from Wolstanton, with Mr. W. 
Greenleaf. bell-hanger of Stoke-on-Trent, paid a 
visit to  the tower of Uttoxeter Church to 
attempt a peal of 5,040 Grandsire Triples. They 
were met at the station by members of the 
Uttoxeter Society, who had everything in readi­
ness for the start. The band were soon un­
coated and “  go ” called, but ill-luck attended 
them, for after three attempts it was decided to 
retire for refreshments, and to make another 
effort for the p eal: so in the afternoon another 
start was made, but unfortunately without suc­
cess. The last train for the Potteries returns 
early in the evening, so by mutual agreement it 
was decided to stay in Uttoxeter the night, 
which enabled them to make another start for 
the peal, which they had the satisfaction of com­
pleting in 2 hours 55 minutes, particulars of 
which appear in the peal columns of this paper. 
Messrs. Coulson and Bunting (Churchwardens) 
kindly provided a capital dinner for the ringers, 
which was well put upon the table by host Kent 
of the “  Spread Eagle ” Inn, and the ringers take 
the opportunity of thanking these gentlemen for 
their liberality and the vicar also, for his good 
wishes and permission for the use of the bells.

‘ Ringers from Leek, Ellastone, Norton and 
Stoke were present, as also was the Rev. H. W. 
Howe, Secretary of the Stoke-on-Trent Archi­
diaconal Association, who takes a great interest 
in change ringing. This is the first 5,040 ever 
rung in Uttoxeter. On Tuesday a visit was made

to  the village of Doveridge: the tower contains 
a pleasant peal of five bells, the use of which 
was kindly granted by the Vicar, who met the 
ringers. Some 120’s of Doubles were rung and, 
before leaving, the Vicar had thoughtfully pro­
vided refreshments a t the Vicarage, for which, 
and other kindnesses shown them, the ringers 
return him their sincere thanks. On the return 
to Uttoxeter, the party spent a pleasant hour 
with host Kent, and the ringers returned to the 
Potteries delighted with their outing which had 
been made so pleasant by their many friends.’

FORTY-SEVEN PEALS RECORDED
The records of the Stoke-on-Trent Archidia­

conal and North Staffs Association show 47 
peals as having been rung on Wolslanton bells, 
almost entirely by the Sunday service bands, 
between the foundation of the Association in 
1884 and 1954, and these include the first peal 
for the Association, and the first peals of Kent 
Treble Bob Major and Grandsire Triples for 
the Association. Only two peals, both G rand­
sire Triples, have been rung since 1926—one in 
1939 and the other in 1954. The heyday of 
peal ringing was the three-year period 1905-1907 
when 21 peals were brought round and many 
more must have been attempted. Of the peals 
rung since the augmentation. 29 have been of 
Grandsire Triples, nine of Stedman Triples, 
four of Kent Treble Bob Major, three of Plain 
Bob and one Double Norwich Court Bob 
Major. Among the visiting conductors are 
numbered J. W. Washbrook. senior, the Rev. 
F. E. Robinson and the Rev. E. V. Cox, curate1 
for a time at Fenton.

For some years after the first world war the 
tower severed its connections with the Associa­
tion (and ceased to subscribe to the ringing 
journals), but it is unlikely that any startling 
performances were achieved during that period. 
There are no minutes for these years but it is 
known that the effects of the war and internal 
dissensions in the Society reduced the bands 
available, and sometimes only six bells were 
rung for services.

By 1939 the bells were in need of considerable 
attention, and deterioration during the last war 
rendered them almost unringable. An appeal 
was launched and the bells were rehung in a 
metal frame in 1948 by Taylors. Ringing since 
that time has fluctuated considerably through 
old members leaving and the disruption caused 
by National Service. Considerable progress is 
now being made and the band is strengthened 
by the presence of younger ringers of ability 
and promise. Grandsire and Stedman Triples, 
Plain Bob, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob Major 
are regularly rung for Sunday services and an 
attempt is being made to  introduce Surprise 
ringing. Quarter peals for Evensong are 
attempted and brought round almost every 
month.

It would be wrong to conclude without pay­
ing tribute to  Mr. W. A. Fitchford, who passed 
away in 1954. He rang at the tower for Queen 
Victoria’s Jubilee in 1887, for the Coronation of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in 1953, and 
for all the Church and State occasions in the 
intervening years. He was Ringing Master at 
the tower for 49 years. He rang in some 64 
peals for the Association, of which 40 were 
Grandsire Triples and nine Stedman Triples. 
He conducted 35 peals, among which were ten 
of H olt’s Original, which he called from every 
bell in the tower. Mr. Fitchford was not a 
prolific peal-ringer and considered always that 
his first duties were in service ringing and the 
teaching of the art, and it is for these qualities 
that he will be remembered and looked up to 
as an example for those who follow him in the 
tower.

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD 
Melton Mowbray District Annual 

Dinner
It has been said ih a t you cannot get a q u a r t , 

into a pint pot. Mrs. Seagrave, of the King’s. 
Arms, Scalford, did her best on December 
3rd to disprove this contention. She likes to 
restrict her numbers to 50: last year she was 
persuaded to  allow 60; this time, no doubt 
under the persuasive charm of the District sec­
retary, Mr. J. H. Cook, she very kindly con­
ceded 70.

That number sat down to an excellent meal, 
under the watchful eye of Mr. District Chair­
man Williams, who was presiding, alas, fo r 
the last time—unless he can be persuaded to 
return from his distant Nottinghamshire re* 
treat to the Melton District. He was supported 
by Canon C. M. S', and Mrs. Clarke, of Melton 
Mowbray, Messrs. Paul L. Taylor and E. 
Charles Turner, vice-presidents of the Guild, 
and Mrs. Taylor and Mrs. Turner, Mr. Shirley 
Burton, peal secretary, and Mrs. Burton. Other 
visitors from outside the District included Mrs. 
Phyllis Poole, Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Staniforth, 
of Leicester, and Mr. A. S. Richards, of West 
Wickham, Kent.

The toast of ‘ The Leicester Diocesan Guild ’ 
was proposed by Mr. P. A. Corby, and Mr. 
P. L. Taylor replied. M r. J. H. Cook proposed 
the health of Mr. F. J. Williams, the retiring 
District chairman, and Mrs. Williams, and in 
doing so expressed the gratitude of the Dis­
trict for all that Mr. and Mrs. Williams had 
done. An alarm clock and a fountain pen had 
been subscribed for by the District, and Mr. 
Cook called upon Canon Clarke to present 
these gifts to Mr. Williams. Canon Clarke 
added his own sincere tribute to Mr. Williams 
and made the presentation.

In his reply Mr. Williams said that despite 
the 100 mile return journey he and Mrs. Wil­
liams hoped frequently to attend the future 
meetings and functions of the District. Any­
thing he had done had given him the greatest 
possible pleasure and he was greatly moved to 
know that his efforts had been appreciated. 
He asked the District to support their new 
officers and urged all to make an effort to  at­
tend the annual District meeting at Melton on 
Saturday, January 21st, when the meeting would 
have the considerable responsibility of electing 
not only a District chairman and District sec­
retary, but also of making nominations for a 
new president of the Guild. Absentee mem­
bers often had a great deal to say about what 
thev would have done at a meeting had they 
been there. This sort of thing would be 
avoided if all were present at the meeting and 
had their sav at the time.

The health of the visitors, who were men­
tioned by name, was proposed by Mr. Wil­
liams, and Mr. A. S. Richards was called upon 
to respond. He recalled that this was the 
third successive Scalford dinner he had a t­
tended and each one had been most enjoyable.

The entertainment after dinner was organ­
ised and led by the ‘ Kirby Twins ’—Arthur 
Wheeler, churchwarden, superintendent of the 
' Specials ’ constabulary, chief tormentor of 
Harry Cook, bellringer, reserve choirman, 
builder of belfry floors and author of all sorts 
of good works at Kirby Bellars and the life and 
soul of any party, ably assisted by his partner, 
Albert Bailey, who seems to specialise in mak- 
ine a piano talk. Unfortunately your corre- 
SDondent was from time to time engaged else­
where and did not witness all the indignities 
to which the guests were subjected, but he 
did see Jack Day on bended knee demonstra­
ting how he would make a proposal to a 
charming young lady.

The first Saturday in December, 1956, has 
been provisionally reserved for a repeat per­
formance.
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LETTERS TO
PEALS IN  WARW ICKSHIRE

■Dear Sir,—I am grateful to several corre­
spondents for pointing out two errors in my 
article on ‘ Peals in Warwickshire.’ Firstly, 
with regard to Emscote, which 1 said had been 
‘ silent’ since 1905. I find I had the peals in 
this tower in two places in my card in d e x -  
one under Emscote and the other under War­
wick. All Saints’, Emscote. I did not look at 
the former card, only the latter, where I had 
recorded the last peal in 1905. On the other 
card 1 have six more peals ending with three 
in 1910 (August 29th, October 3rd and October 
12th). This last was the last peal on the bells 
and it was conducted by my friend Canon C.
C. Cox. who was one of the people who kindly 
pointed out the error. I expect the original 
use of two cards for the tower was due to the 
way it appeared in ‘ Bell News ’—sometimes as 
‘ Emscote,’ sometimes as Warwick, All Saints’. 
However, the mistake has been rectified.

The second concerns mention of Knowle. 
This is purely my own fault. In preparing the 
list of peals for each tower, I did not put 
numbers quite by the side of the name, and the 
peal total of 80 has been credited to  Knowle, 
the next name on the list. I t  should have been 
Harborrte, and the remarks apply to that tower 
(silent since 1937). At Knowle there have been 
14 peals, the last in 1954. I apologise for the 
mistakes.—Yours faithfully,

K. W. H. FELSTEAD.
Southampton.

Dear Sir,—As a ringer residing in Warwick 
for a good number of years, I was interested to 
read ‘ Peal Ringing in Warwickshire.’ I can 
quite understand the tremendous amount of 
work involved in compiling such a survey, and 
how very difficult it must be to obtain full par­
ticulars of each individual tower. I would 
like to make a correction concerning the tower 
of All Saints’, Emscote. The article states that 
it is the longest tower ‘ silent ’ and that the last 
of its two peals was rung in 1905, which is not 
correct. As I read it, it seems to imply that 
there have been only two peals rung there. I 
know of at least seven peals rung there from 
1902 onwards, and by what I have heard, I 
think there was one rung by members of the 
St. Martin’s Guild, Birmingham, previous to 
that. Perhaps one of our respected friends 
of St. M artin’s could say if that is correct.

The peals rung from 1902 a re :—
November 16th, 1902. Grandsire Triples 

(Holt’s Original), conducted by the late John
D. Matthews.

March 9th, 1903. Grandsire Triples (Holt’s 
Original), conducted by Edward H. Adams.

June 15th, 1903. Bob Major, conducted by 
John D. Matthews.

January 7th, 1905. Grandsire Triples (Holt’s 
Ten-Part), conducted by W. Collett.

August 29th, .1910. Stedman Triples.
October 3rd, 1910. Stedman Triples, con­

ducted by the Rev. C. C. Cox.
October 10th, 1910. Stedman Triples.
This was the last peal rung in this tower. 

I myself took part in five of these peals.—Yours 
sincerely, W. COLLETT.

Warwick.

ST. MARY’S, PENZANCE
Dear Sir,—If Mr. E. T. P. Field will refer to 

Shipway’s ' Campanologia ’ (1816) he will find 
the following remark under Cornwall, page 
xxiii. ‘ The account of a  peal of ten bells at 
Penzance, in the; Clavis, is erroneous; the 
parish church having only five.’—Yours faith­
fully,

C. CAREW COX.
Bridport, Dorset.

THE RINGING WORLD

THE EDITOR
A BACHELORS’ PEAL 65 YEARS AGO

Dear Sir,—Prospective members of the band 
of bachelors for a peal of Stedman Cinques, 
mentioned in ‘ Belfry Gossip ’ recently, may be 
interested in the following extract from the 
‘ Bell News ’ of February 14th, 1891:— 
‘ THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 

YOUTHS. BACHELORS’ PEAL 
On Saturday, February 7th, 1891, in 3 hours 

and 50 minutes 
At the Church of St. Bride, Fleet Street 
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES 

5,019 CHANGES 
Tenor 28 cwt.

Richard French ...................Treble
William C e c i l ...........................  2
William Burkin ................... 3
George J. S m i t h ...................  4
Francis L. D a v ie s ................... 5
Challis F . Winney . .  . .  6
A rthur S. B a r r e l l ................... 7
Samuel E. J o y c e ...................  8
Henry G. Fruin ................... 9
George T. McLaughlin . .  . .  10
Arthur W. B a rk u s ...................  11
Francis E. D a w e ...................  Tenor

Composed and conducted by Francis Edward 
Dawe

First peal on 12 bells by Messrs. Davies 
and Barrell. All the above band, who are in 
the category of “ Bachelors,” belong to London, 
and the novelty of achieving a  peal at St. 
Bride’s by twelve Bachelors has been in con­
templation for a long time, although only one 
previous attempt has been made. Their ages, 
which range from  20 to 40 years, show an 
average of about 27. This is the first peal of 
Stedman Cinques ever accomplished in which 
the conductor has also been the tenor-man.’ 

Yours faithfully,
E. A. BARNETT.

Crayford, Kent.

PARKER’S 12-PART
Dear Sir,—As I am a poor hand a t figures 

I should be glad to know whether any of your 
more capable readers could inform me whether 
it is possible to transpose Parker’s 12-Part 
peal of Grandsire Triples so as to  make the 
third, fourth and fifth the observation bell.

One of the most musical touches of Grand­
sire is the 504, No. 26, on page 35 of the cur­
rent edition of ‘ Grandsire ’ in the Snowdon 
series. This touch also appears on page 59 
of the old 1905 edition. Many years ago my 
old friend, Mr. A. N . Wood, of Northampton, 
pointed out to  me that it is false. — Yours 
faithfully,

E . J. TAYLOR.
Tiverton,

DEREHAM , NORFOLK) BELLS
Dear Sir,—Dereham, Norfolk, bells are to  

be restored in a new steel frame, and with 
belfry repairs will cost something in the region 
of £3,000.

Dereham, birthplace of J. Armiger Trollope, 
had its ring of eight, 24 cwt. in E flat,, hung in 
1753 in a detached bell tower and the first peal 
was rung in 1756.

Apart from  a rehanging on ball bearings little 
has been done. An appeal has been launched 
in the town and in just over two months over 
£500 has come in.

I would appreciate very much if you could 
find space in your columns to ask for donations. 
—Yours sincerely,

GEORGE P . ADAMS.
37, Sandy Lane,

Dercham, Norfolk.

11

ST. MICHAEL’S, GLOUCESTER
Dear Sir,-—The site on which the Church of 

St. Michael, Gloucester, stands, together with 
the disused burial ground, has been sold re­
cently for £52,000.

The tower, however, is to remain and £12,000 
of the purchase price has been reserved to en­
sure its safety when it is severed from the 
nave, and to provide a fund for its future main­
tenance, but there is no mention that anything 
is to  be done about the bells, a ring of ten, 
which have been unringable for many years.

It was at this church during the incumbency 
of their father that the Rev. H. Law and
E. Bankes James helped to make considerable 
ringing history in the ,1890’s by forming the 
Society known as ‘ The St. Michael’s Juniors,’ 
and with John Austin as their principal con­
ductor, rang many peals in the area, including 
what was then thought to be the first of Cam­
bridge Surprise Royal.

Can someone from the Gloucester and Bristol 
Association say what is to  happen to the bells? 
—Yours truly, E. BARNETT.

10, King’s Close, Crayford.

Another Aldrington Bride
On December 17th the secretary of the Ald­

rington band, Miss Ann Law, was married to  
Mr. Bob Jones a t All Saints’ Church, Crawley 
Down. As there is but one bell in the church, 
handbells were rung by eight members of the 
Aldrington band at the church gate and later 
at the reception. Another member of the 
band, the bride’s sister, Pam, was bridesmaid.

Evidence of the good send-off from Gatwick 
Station was seen on Southover belfry floor a t  
the Southern Division meeting later in the day ! 
Apologies to  the Southover ringers for all the 
confetti.

The honeymoon was spent at Bournemouth, 
and the happy couple are making their home 
in Northern Ireland, Bob at present serving in 
the Royal Navy.

The local ringers presented them with a 
water set and pyrex ware.

On the previous Sunday a  quarter peal of
1.260 Plain Bob Doubles was rung in apprecia­
tion of Ann’s work as secretary by the follow­
ing: Ann Law 1, June Grieveson 2, Diana 
Gough 3, R. D. Brown 4, H. W. Brown (con­
ductor) 5, D. H. Paine 6 .

Only A Few Left 

W rite now for your

RINGER'S 
NOTEBOOK and 
DIARY, 1956
Compiled by W illiam  Viggers and Maurice Hodgson

Made in Two Qualities 
REX IN E LEATHER

5/6 71-

each net each net
Including Purchase Tax and Postage (6 or more to 

th r  same address deduct 3d. per copy)

Send cash with order as soon as possible 
(your name and address in Block 

Capitals please) to

MAURICE HODGSON
184. KINGSHILL DRIVE.

KENTON. HARROW - M IDDLESEX j
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Analysis of Handbell Peals rung during 1954
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The process of bell casting, 
tuning and some bell ringing 
is being televised from Messrs.
John  Taylor & Co., Loughborough, by the 
B.B.C. television service on Thursday, January 
19th, at 7.30 p.m . This will be a 4 live ’ pro-

BELFRY GOSSIP
His many friends in the 

Oxford Guild (N. Berks) will

NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION
The annual meeting of the N orth  Stafford­

shire Association was held at Stoke-on-Trent 
on December 3rd, attended by some 60 members 
and guests. The Rev. A. H. Yates presided at 
the business meeting, which followed tea. Wel­
coming the Association, he said that he had 
been asked to extend to the meeting the best 
wishes of the president, the Ven. Percy Har- 
till, Archdeacon and Rector of Stoke, whose 
illness prevented him from attending.

In his most interesting address, Mr. Yates 
referred to the sense of fellowship and unity 
which existed among all ringers, which was an 
example to both congregations and to those 
clergy who tended to become somewhat over- 
jealous o f their rights. Ringers performed an 
important part in the life and ministry of the 
Church, which was greatly appreciated, but 
he recalled the obligations which accompanied 
such service.

Replying for the Association, Mr. R. S. An­
derson thanked M r. Yates for the welcome it 
had received; everyone regretted that the Arch­
deacon was unabl6 to attend what would have 
been his 2 1 st annual meeting as president o£ 
the Association.

By fa r the majority of ringers were conscious 
o f and fulfilled their duties as churchmen as 
fa r as they were able and were particularly 
proud of their privilege of giving audible voice 
to  the message of the Church through their 
work in the belfry. He felt, however, that 
there was a tendency for ringers’ work to  be 
taken too much for granted Incumbents and 
church officers could play a greater part in 
maintaining this service by encouraging then 
own bands by taking a more lively interest in 
this aspect of church work, particularly by 
visiting their belfries more frequently and in 
the recruitment of new ringers.

The meeting then stood in silence before a 
short prayer was said for Mr. George Jones, of 
Hanley, Mr. W. Rigby, of Lawton, and Mr. 
F . W. Wells, of Longton, who had passed 
away during the year.

The minutes o f the l^st annual general meet­
ing were read, confirmed and signed, followed 
by the confirmation of the report of the annual 
committee meeting, under which the following 
officers were re-appointed for the year 1955- 
56 :--C hairm an, R. S. Anderson; vice-chan- 
m an, A. W. H a ll; secretary, E. H. E dge; 
auditor, C. H. Page; Ringing M asters: eight 
and ten  bells, W. P. D eane; six bells, W. Hazel- 
<lcne.

It was noted that Eccleshall had become re­
affiliated to the Association.

D uring the Association year ten peals had 
been rung, v iz .: M ajor, tw o ; Triples, o n e ; 
M inor, f o u r ; Doubles, th ree ; eight having been 
conducted by F. E. Wilshaw.

Geoffrey Holland, of Biddulph, was elected 
a  ringing member.

Ringing took place at Stoke Parish Church 
during the afternoon and in the evening, after 
the business meeting.

100 Years Ago Peal at Ilminster
U nder the heading of ‘ 100 Years Ago ’ the 

following appeared recently in ‘ The Western 
G azette ’ :—

‘ Ilminster.—We are pleased to learn that the 
orincipal tradesmen of this town have been 
duly impressed with the importance of shorten­
ing the hours of confinement and labour for 
those in their employ, and have accordingly 
agreed to  close their places o f business a t 7 
o ’clock in the evening during the winter m onths. 
The sweetly-toned bells sent fo rth  their merry 
Deals fo r three hours, which, we hear, was a r ­
ranged by the young people employed as an 
acknowledgment of the great boon conferred 
on them by their employers.’

We would be interested to  learn from  our 
Som erset ringers if a peal was recorded on  
this occasion.

gramme feature and not a recording.
We cannot insert Notices re la tin g , to births, 

marriages or deaths without the name and ad­
dress o f the sender. The charge is 3s. 6 d .

W ith regret we announce the deaths of Mr. 
Benjamin A. Knights, son of the famous ringer 
and composer, A rthur Knights, and Mr. W. J. 
Thyng. Both were members o f the old Chester­
field company.

C ORRECTION 
The total of peals given in the peals 

analysis table (see page 809) should read 
2,406, and no t 2,506.

F our members o f the local company took 
part in the first peal on the augmented ring at 
Gressenhall, N orfolk. The Rector, the Rev. 
G. E. Dodson, who arranged the peal, was 
responsible for raising the money for the in­
stallation of the two new trebles, which are in 
memory o f the m inistry of the late Rev. Percy 
Edm und Hall, rector for 45 years, and his 
widow, Mrs. M argaret P. Hall. A resident of the 
village fo r over 80 years, Mrs. Hall remembers 
while in her teens helping her father, who w is 
then rector, to raise the m oney fo r the original 
six.

be sorry to  hear M r. Fred 
James, of Blewbury, has had a stroke and is in 
Didcot Hospital. Mr. James, who has been a 
G uild member and ringer a t Blewbury over 52 
years, scored his first peal o f M ajor as recently 
as November 5th.

The peal of M inor in seven methods at Apsley 
End (p. 805) was the 50th by E. J. U pton and 
not William J. Puddifoot as printed.

A correspondent writes that no t one ringer 
was invited to  attend the rededication of Wrex­
ham  bells, the only ten, and premier ring of 
N orth  Wales.

A well-known team of handbell-ringers enter­
tained the company at Newark's annual Gopher 
Dinner. One of the objects behind their visit 
was to  obtain permission to  make the long- 
awaited peal attem pt on Newark Parish Church 
bells. However, permission was refused, and it 
is presumed that when next year's dinner comes 
around they will not attend as there will be 
nothing to ‘ G opher.’

T he 1,260 G randsire Triples rung at St. 
M ary’s, Stafford, on Novem ber 25th, was a 
compliment to  A. B. G arbett on attaining his 
majority. Before leaving Stafford to take a« 
appointm ent in Glasgow he was a regular 
ringer a t St. M ary's C hurch. He now * looks 
in ’ at St. M ary’s Cathedral, Glasgow, when 
able. The ringer of the treble was the son 
of R. J. W arrilow, the head ringer, and grand­
father W arrilow was in the belfry to see him 
ring in his first quarter peal.
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ABBOTS LANGLEY, HERTS.—On Dcc. 18th, 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles : D. K. Adkins (cond.) 1, J. M. 
Seabrook 2. K. M. Glenister 3. J. E. F. Easley 4. 
M. Chappie 5, L. Seabrook 6. Rung to mark the 
dedication of the new organ by the Lord Bishop of 
St. Albans.

ALDERTON, NO.tTHANTS.—On Dec. 24th, 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles : S. Hall 1, G. Webb 2. F. Hall 3,
C. Hall 4. G. Atkins (cond.) 5.

ALDRINGTON, SUSSEX.—On Dec. 25th, at 7.15
а.m.. 1.260 Plain Bob Doubles: Pamela R. Gough 1, 
Diana M. Goug'i 2, S. W. Brown (cond.) 3. R. D. 
Brown 4. H. W. Brown 5, D. H. Paine 6. Also at 
5.45 p.m., 1,260 Reverse St. Bartholomew Doubles : 
June Grieveson 1, D. H. Paine 2, Valerie Mepham 3, 
R. D. Brown 4, H. W. Brown (cond.) 5, S. W. Brown
б. First in the method by all. Rung for the Christmas 
festival.

ALLESLEY, WARWICKS.—On Dec. 5th. 1,280 
Yorkshire Surprise Major : A. R. Guy 1, F. W . Perrens 
(cond.) 2, L. M. Callow 3, J. W. T. Taylor 4. H. G. 
Summers 5, G. Gardner 6, J. L. Garner-Hayward 7, 
P. K. Williamson 8. Rung half-muffled as a last 
tribute to Neville Vincent Gorton, Lord Bishop of 
Coventry, who was interred in the ruins of Coventry 
Cathedral this day.

BARROW-IN-FURNESS, LANCS.—On Dec. 24th,
1.260 Plain Bob Minor, with tenor covering : P. 
Tyson 1, H. Barnes 2, R Wilton 3, J. Bagnall 4, 
F. H. Crawley 5, J. E. Buries 6, G. Richins 7. Rung 
to herald Christmas. /

BATHAMPTON, SOMERSET.—On Dec. 11th, 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles: Mrs. E. Naylor 1, E. Naylor 2, 
Miss J. Coward 3; S. A. Read (cond.) 4, D. Hoare 5,
F. Gooding 6.

BEDDINGTON, SURREY.—On Dec. 24th, 1,299 
Stedman Caters (from Washbrook’s alternate course 
peal): M. V. Chilcott 1, A. Clayton 2, F. E. Darby 
(cond.) 3, Miss J. M. Winchester 4, Miss K. A. 
Wellcu 5, R. D. Tomlin 6, D. E. Parsons 7, E. G. 
Talbot 8. S. F. W. Kimber 9, L. A. Reece 10.

BOLTON, LANCS.—At the Church of the Holy 
Trinity on Dcc. 23rd, 1,260 Stedman Triples : A. 
Tomlinson (cond.) 1, P. Crook, sen.. 2, B. A. Tom­
linson 3, J. Grounds 4, A. Greenhalgh 5, A. Pendle- 
bury 6, S. Leatherbarrow 7, J. Thornley 8. Rung as 
birthday compliments to Mrs. Peter Corok, wife of 
the second ringer, and grand-daughter Jacqueline, now 
in Toronto. Canada.

BOURNEMOUTH, HANTS.—On Dec. 9th, 1,260 
Grandsirc Triples, on handbells : Mrs. F. J. Marshall- 
say 1-2, Miss K. E. Fletcher 3-4, D. T. Matkin (cond.) 
5-6. P. N. Tubbs 7-8. First quarter peal * in hand * 
by P. N. Tubbs.

BUCKLAND NEWTON, DORSET.—On Dec. 22nd,
1.260 Doubles (240 each of Old, April Day, Plain 
Bob and Reverse Canterbury Pleasure and 300 Grand­
sire): B. Cheescman 1, D. Sweet 2, R. J. Vardy (first 
in five methods * inside ’) 3, E. T. P. Field (cond.) 4, 
A  Callow (first in five methods) 5, A. J. GoodfellowN6. 
Rung as a compliment to the Vicar of Buckland 
Newton (the Rev. F. Fitzpatrick) on the 55th anniver­
sary of his ordination.

BULWELL, NOTTS.—On Dec. 8th, 1,259 Grandsire 
Triples : D. R. Boden 1, F. Dakin 2, Mrs. A. Simpson
3, Miss M. Patrick 4, P. E. Ball 5, B. M. Buswell 
(cond.) 6, P. H. Whitaker 7, A. Simpson 8. First 
quarter for 1 and 4.

CAMBERWELL, S.E.—At the Church of St. George, 
on Dcc. 18th, 1,260 Plain Bob Minor (tenor cover­
ing): E. R. Iveson. 1, L. V. Roberts 2, J. Chilcott 
(cond.) 3, B. Danbury 4, E. G. Webb 5, F. R. L. 
Blewcr 6, W. W. Shorter tenor. Rung for Evensong, 
and as a welcome to the Rev. Alan G. Fagg, his wife 
and family. The Rev. Fagg was ordained deacon earlier 
in the day.

CHARLTON-ON-OTMOOR, OXON.—On Dec. 26th.
1.260 Doubles (960 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure, 300 
Plain Bob): H. Haynes 1, Miss C. M. Woodward 2,
D. J. Roaf 3, F. Barrett 4, P. R. Sanders (cond.) 5. 
A birthday compliment to Miss C. M. Woodward.

CHF.LFORD, CHESHIRE.—On Nov. 15th. 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles : G. Forrester 1, H. Call wood 2, R. 
Barratt 3, E. Pimlott (cond.) 4, A. Campbell 5, D. 
Briscall (first quarter) 6.

DERBY.—On Dec. 24th, at the Cathedral. 1,287 
Grandsire Caters : A. E. Thompson 1. Miss E. G. 
Grime 2. J. B. Stennitt 3. A. Taylor 4. D. Shakespeare
5. D. R. Carlisle 6. H. Taylor (cond.) 7s Miss V. M. 
Horton 8. S. Walklate 9. R. Marsdcn 10. First on 10 
bells for 2 and 5. For the service of carols and nine 
lesson*.

QUARTER PEALS
EPSOM, SURREY.—On Dec. 21st, at Christ Church. 

1,302 Grandsire T riples: G. A. Cockman 1, F. Oak- 
shott (cond.) 2. Ann Howells 3, W . Robinson 4. N.
D. J. Webb 5, W. Parrott 6, D. Astridge 7, D. J. 
Evans 8.

GAY WOOD, NORFOLK.—On Dec. 4th, 1.440 Plain 
Bob Minor : Mrs. E. M. Bray 1, Miss M. A. Higdon 
(first as cond.) 2. H. Tovell (first quarter) 3, E. Green- 
acre 4, C. Tovell 5, E. A. Shipp 6. Rung for Con­
firmation service.

HARESFIELD, GLOS.—On Dec. 20th, 1.260 Grand­
sire Doubles: T. Price (cond.) 1. B. Williams 2. E. 
Chamberlayne 3, D. Priday 4, F. Brookings 5. H. 
Mathews 6. Rung half-muffled in memory of the late 
Mr. Herbert B. Jones, who died December 16th. aged 
65. He was a ringer a t this church for 43 years.

HENFIELD, SUSSEX.—On Dec. 24th, 1.260 Oxford 
Bob Triples: Miss C. M. Jupp 1, Mrs. C. A. Crut- 
tenden 2. F. E Cruttenden 3. D. J. Parsons 4, F. W. 
Parsons 5, E. F. Packham 6, B. W. White (cond.) 7, 
R. Langridge 8.

HENLOW, BEDS.—On Dcc. 22nd. 1.260 Grandsirc 
D oubles: Miss A. Bywaters 1, G. Mayes 2, A. W. 
Dillcy 3. Miss D. J. Hare 4, L. H. Bywater 5, A. 
Gentle 6. Rung half-muffled as a  token of respect to 
Mr. F. Waylett, a loyal church worker of Henlow, 
interred this day.

HONITON CLYST, DEVON.—On Dcc. 18th. 1.260 
Oxford Bob Triples : Miss E. Lomas 1, J. Salway 2. 
W. D. Ashdown 3. D. Callard 4. E. E. Rctter 5, 
A. Holway 6. G. E. Retter (cond.) 7, E. Morgan 8. 
Rung beforo the carol service.

HUISII EPISCOPI, SOMERSET.—On Christmas 
Day, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles : G. Jcanes 1, P. Cox 
2, L. M. Clark 3, E. T. P. Field (cond.) 4, F. J. 
Locke 5. H. Wetherell 6. For Evensong.

HUNTSPILL, SOMERSET.—On Dec. 26th, 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles : J. Hobbs (first as cond.) 1, E. 
Hooper (first quarter, 15) 2, D. Holley 3, M. Farthing
4. A. Turner 5, S. Chedzey 6. For the festival of 
Christmas.

IXWORTH, SUFFOLK.—On Dec. 18th, 1,320 Reverse 
St. Bartholomew Bob Doubles : L. Melton 1, L. Pierce 
2, E. Bishop 3, H. King 4, K. G. Brown (cond.) 5,
H. Ivings 6. Rung on the birth of a grand-daughter 
(Julie Parsons) to the ringer of the second.

KELVEDON, ESSEX.—On Dec. 18th, 1,320 Oxford 
Treble Bob Minor : J. Papworth 1, C. Button 2, Miss 
W. M. Elliott 3, J. Elliott 4, R. Pyc 5, C. Burton 
(cond.) 6. Rung for Evensong.

KEYMER, SU SSEX .-O n Dec. 11th. 1,260 Grand­
sirc Doubles : A. S. Eaton 1, P. N. O. Robinson 2, 
Miss E. Everest 3, D. Fagg 4, P. C. Hollingdale 
(cond.) 5, F. Cox 6. Also on Dec. 18th, 1,260 Grand­
sirc Doubles : A. S. Eaton 1. Miss E. Everest 2. Miss 
M. Carnochan 3. P. N. O. Robinson 4. P. C. Holling­
dale (cond.) 5, F. Cox 6.

KINGSTONE, HEREFORDS.—On Dec. 25th, 1.260 
Grandsire D oubles: I. G. Jones 1. T. J. Gundy 2, 
L. H. Colcombe (cond.) 3, R. G. Powell 4, A. Col- 
combe 5, R. A. Colcombe 6. For Christmas morning 
service.

MARLOW, BUCKS.—On Dec. 18th, 1,260 Grand­
sire Triples : R. E. Dean (cond.) 1, Miss J. Cook 2, 
Miss H. Bonner 3. J. T. Clay 4, E. D. Poole 5,
E. Silvey 6. Miss E. Gibson 7, L. J. Young 8. Also 
on Dcc. 25th. 1.260 Grandsire Triples : Miss H. Bonner
I, Miss J. Cook 2, E. D. Poolo 3, E. Silvey 4, Miss
E. Gibson 5, J. T. Clay 6, R. E. Dean (cond.) 7, 
L. J. Young 8. On Christmas morning.

NORTHIAM, SUSSEX.—On Dec. 23rd. 1,260 Grand­
sire D oubles: R. Barnes 1. Mrs. G. Recce 2. H. 
Collings 3, Miss M. Miller 4. W. Button (cond.) 5,
F. Tedham 6. First quarter by all except the con­
ductor, and first attempt; also first quarter since the 
war by a local band.

NORTH WEALD, ESSEX.—On Dec 17th. 1.440 
Kent Treble Bob M inor: F. Whitley 1. Miss W. 
Bowack 2. T. Cordell 3. W . Wheeler 4. S. Rochester
5, W . Wedlock (cond.) 6. Rung as a token of esteem 
to the captain of the tower, Mr. Harry King, also to 
commemorate his 50 years’ service as a ringer at this 
church.

NUNNEY, SOMERSET.—On Dec. 15th. 1,260 Grand­
sire Doubles: C. Pearce 1. W . Phippen 2, E. Bray 3, 
P. Bray 4. D. Robertson (first quarter as cond.. 15) 5.
H. Vennell 6.

OATLANDS PARK, SURREY.—On Dec. 12th,
1,260 Grandsire T riples: Miss J. Acey (first quarter) 
1, R. Lathbury 2, Mrs. V. Lathbury 3. Miss J. Smith 
4, P. Fells (first in method) 5. A. Weise (first * inside *) 
6, F. E. Collins (cond.) 7, V. Smith 8. On the occa­
sion of the birth of a son to the ringer of the 5th.

PAKENHAM, SUFFOLK.—On Dec. 24th. 1.260 
Doubles (360 Reverse St. Bartholomew, 360 Grand­
sire, 540 Plain Bob) : L. Melton (first in three methods)
1. L. Pierce 2, K. G. Brown (cond.) 3, H. King 4,
E. Bishop 5.

PLYMOUTH, DEVON.—On Dec. 22nd. at Em­
manuel Church, 1,260 Grandsire Trip les: D. Baldry 
(first quarter) 1, J. P. Sims 2, R. Perkins (first of 
Triples ‘ inside ’) 3, G. Goddard 4, A. Weatherly 5, 
H. H. Thomas 6, F. E. Day (first of Triples as 
cond.) 7, F. R. Hocking 8.

PORTSMOUTH.—On Dec. 25th, at the Church of 
St. Mary, 1,280 Cambridge Surprise M ajo r: J. D. 
Harris 1, T. R. Taylor 2, Marion J. Parker 3, R. H. R. 
Parker 4, L. G. Duguid 5, F. W. Burnett 6. R. G. 
Leale (cond.) 7, R. Baldwin, 8. Rung for Christmas 
Day Evensong.

R.A.F. ST. EVAL, CO INWALL.—On Dec. 16th. 
at the Church of St. Eval, 1.260 Grandsirc Doubles: 
A. H. Eplett 1, R. A. Sou lb wood (cond.) 2, Rev. 
A. S. Roberts 3, D. N. Penrose 4, H. Stacey 5, C. 
Sangwin 6. Rung as a birthday compliment to the 
wife of the fifth ringer.

ROTHLEY, LEICS.—On Christmas Day, 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles : N. Bishop 1, G. Brewin (cond.) 2, 
M. Bishop 3, R. Brewin 4, P. Plowright 5, M. West- 
bury 6. For Matins.

RUSHALL, STAFFS.—On Dec. 4th, 1.440 Plain Bob 
Minor : K. Williams (first of Minor) 1. Samela R. P. 
Thomas 2, J. Allen 3, Stella Hughes 4, G. W . Hughes 
(cond.) 5, E. Stitch 6. Rung to welcomc the new 
Vicar (the Rev. T. B. Simister, B.A.).

SANDHURST, BERKS.—On Dec. 18th. 1.272 Treble 
Bob Minor (552 Oxford, 720 K ent): W. J. Parker 1, 
W. J.'Paice (cond.) 2. L. W. Paice 3. J. E. Wightman
4, C. Fennell 5. W. Collins 6. For carol service.

STOURBRIDGE, WORCS.—At St. Thomas’ Church, 
on Dcc. 18th, 1,260 Grandsire Trip les: R. Smith 
(cond.) 1. Jill Tombs 2, Elizabeth Yeld (first quarter 
4 inside ’) 3, F. V. Nicholls 4. F. B. Cookson 5, 
P. W . Webb 6, J. N. Lindon 7. R. Cooper 8. Rung 
for Holy Eucharist and as a farewell tq  D. J. Midg- 
ley, who has left for Newcastle, Staffs. Also 1.260 
Stcdman Triples: P. W. W ebb 1, D. N. Layton 2, 
R. Smith (has now * circled the tower ’ as cond.) 3, 
J. R. Niblett 4. R. Cooper 5< A. L. Dunn 6, D. H. 
Watson 7, Jill Tombs 8. First in the method for 1 
and 4. Rung for Evensong and as a silver wedding 
compliment to Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Dunn.

STRADBROKE, SUFFOLK.—On Dec. 27th, 1,360 
Kent Treble Bob R oyal: Margot R. Blythe 1, E. A. 
Head 2, J. B. Morlcy (first on 10 as cond.) 3, Mrs.
0 .  L. Rogers 4, C. R. Catchpole 5, G. A. Sutherland
6, R. J. Darch 7, J. W . Blythe 8, L. E. Etheridge 9, 
H. W. Rogers 10. First quarter on 10 for 2, 5 and 7, 
and first of Kent Treble Bob Royal for 1, 3, 6 and 9.

WANDSWORTH, SURREY.—At the Church of the 
Holy Trinity, on Dcc. 18th, 1,260 Stedman Triples : 
H. Belcher 1, Mrs. C. W atts 2. James Phillips 3,. 
H. Ellis 4. B. K. Lunn 5. T. Setter 6, John Phillips 
(cond.) 7. H. M. Page 8. For Evensong, and as a 
birthday complimcnt to Mr. Belcher.

WANLIP, LEICS.—On Dec. 11th. 1.260 Grandsire 
Doubles : R. Yates (first quarter) 1. D. H. Baker 2.
G. C. J. Wakefield 3, T. A. Yates 4. O. T. Northwood 
(cond.) 5, P. H. Morris (first quarter) 6. Rung to 
commemorate the third anniversary of the dedication 
of the bells.

WELLS, SOMERSET.—On Dec. 27th. 1.259 Grand­
sire Caters, at the Cathedral : J. Badman 1. A. J. 
Sanger 2. F. Savage 3, V. Roberts 4. G. Prescott 5,
G. Salmon 6. V., Savage 7. D. Hoare 8. T. J. Setter 
(cond.) 9. A. G. Clare 10. In  memoriam Stephen H. 
Wood.

WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-WOLDS, LEICS. — On
Dec. 17th. 1,260 Grandsirc Doubles : R. A. Bartlam
1. W. Dakin 2, Miss M. Hill 3, J. Butler 4, S. Adams 
(cond.) 5.

WOOLWICH, S.E.—On Dec. 11th. at St Mary’s
Church. 1.260 Plain Bob M inor: T. H. Culver 1, 
Miss C. Wakefield (first ‘ inside’) 2. A. Grove, sen., 3. 
R. A. Johnson 4. M. Parry (cond.) 5. B W. Aldridge
6. Rung for Evensong and in farewell to B. W. 
Aldridge: also a welcome return to A. Grove. Jun., 
after completing his National Service.
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N O T I C E S  
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 3s. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge fo r each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, minimnm 
3s. 6d.

All Notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

ENGAGEMENT 
WILLIAMSON—SMITH. — The engagement 

is announced between Paul Kenyon Williamson, 
of 15, Mosely Avenue, Coventry, and Gillian 
Anderson Smith, of 12, Wellington Square, 
Oxford. 7562

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
The address of Alfred J. House is now 27, 

Broadlands Avenue, Hockley, Essex. 7518

PUBLICATION
AN IDEAL G IFT  

'TO W ER S AND BELLS OF BRITAIN.’— 
This beautifully produced book will soon be out 
of print. Obtain your copy now, before too 
late. Direct from the a u th o r: Ernest Morris,
F.R.Hist.S., F.R.G.S., M.R.S.L., Verger’s 
Lodge, St. Margaret’s Vicarage, Leicester. Price 
21s. net. 7100

MISCELLANEOUS
P1LTON, SOMERSET.—There will be no 

more ringing at Pilton until further notice as 
the  bells are being dismantled for retuning. 
Donations to the appeal wili be welcomed by 
the Rev. M. Hurst-Banister, Pilton Vicarage, 
Shepton Mallet. 7556

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
orders a t the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

PEAL CARDS & QUARTER PEAL CARDS 
can now be ordered a t 5s. a  set o f 12, post free 
(minimum charge). Order and remittances must 
be sent with peal report. For quarter peals 
write separate copy in some style as peals.

MEETINGS
ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Cam­

bridge District.—Annual meeting at Cambridge, 
Saturday, Jan. 7th. Bells: St. Andrew-the-Great 
(8), 3 to 4.30 p.m., service 4.30; R.C. (8), 2 to
3 p .m .; St. Benet’s (6 ), 2.30 to 4 p.m. and 6.30 
to  8 p .m .; St. Mary-the-Great, 7 to 8 p.m. Tea 
and meeting 5 p.m. in St. Andrew’s Parish 
Room, Emmanuel Road.—H. L. Martin, Dis. 
Sec. 7503

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South-Eastern 
Division.—The annual meeting will be held at 
G reat W altham (8) on Saturday, Jan . 7th. Bells
2.30 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15 p.m. Num­
bers for tea to A. Everett, Cornerway, Planta­
tion Road, Boreham. 7443 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South-Western 
Division.—Annual general meeting, Saturday, 
January 7th, at Barking. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 4.30, followed by tea and meeting. 7473 

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION.—Bristol City Branch.—Satur­
day, Jan. 7th, St. Stephen’s (10), 6.30 to  8.30 
p.m. Please attend.—A. Bennett, Hon. Sec.

7560
HERTS ASSOCIATION.—Eastern District.— 

Annual district meeting a t Hertford St. Andrew, 
Saturday, Jan. 7th, 3 p.m. All Saints’ after tea. 
Service 4.30. Tea 5.—T. J. Southam, District 
Sec. 7439

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Ton­
bridge District.—Meeting on Saturday, Jan. 7th, 
a t Tunbridge Wells. Bells (8 ) 3 p.m. Service
4.30. Tea 5.15 p.m. 7441

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Ashford 
District.—Meeting at Wye (8) on January 7th. 
Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15.—W. P. 
Garner. 7467

LINCOLN G U ILD .—Northern Branch (Lin­
coln District).—Annual meeting, Metheringham. 
Jan. 7th.—C. Brown, 3, Altham Terrace, 
Lincoln. 7476

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Saturday, Jan. 7th, St. George’s, Camberwell, 3 
to  4.15. Service 4.15. Tea 5, in Church Hall. 
Business—six nom inations; St. Giles’, Camber­
well, 7.30 to 8.30. Names for tea, please. Satur­
day, Feb. 4th, A.G.M., Southwark Cathedral, 
St. John’s, Waterloo, etc. Everyone welcome. 
—Rogers, 14, The Grove, Isleworth. 7442 

OXFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD . — North 
Bucks Branch.—A monthly meeting at Stony 
Stratford, Saturday, Jan. 7th. Bells (8) 5 p.m. 
A ll welcome.—R. H. Howson. 7515

ST. MARTIN’S GU ILD , BIRM INGHAM .— 
Annual meeting at 6  o’clock at the St. M artin’s 
Hotel, Jamaica Row, on January 7th. Bells 
available—Cathedral (12) 4 to 5 p.m., St. 
M artin’s (12) 5 to 6  p.m.—G. E. 'Fearn, Hon. 
Sec. Phone: SPR 1025. 7481

SHEFFIELD AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— 
Meeting a t Ecclesfield, January 7th, 3 p.m. 
Names for tea to Mr. L. Smith, 3, Park Cres­
cent, Ecclesfield.—J. Seager, Sec. 7513 

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Northern Division.—Practice meeting, Cuckfield 
(8), Jan. 7th. Names for tea, please, to I. 
Butcher, East Bungalow, Paddockhurst, near 
Crawley. 7492 

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 
GU ILD .—Winchester District.—Practice meet­
ing, Hursley, Jan. 7th. Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Ser­
vice 4.30. Tea 5.15 p.m. The King’s Head 
Hotel. Names to R. F . Brewer, Dean, Spars- 
holt, Winchester. 7519

HAMPSTEAD.—Ringers’ Evensong on Sun­
day, Jan. 8 th, at St. Stephen’s, Pond Street, 
Hampstead. Ringing from 5.15 p.m. Refresh­
ments in Church Hall after service.—T. Bevan.

7510

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Northern District. — Practice meeting, All 
Saints’, West Ham (10), Wednesday, Jan. 11th,
6.30 to  8  p.m. Annual district meeting, Satur­
day, Jan. 21st. Details next week. Everyone 
welcome.—L. W. Bullock, Dis. Sec. 7546

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 
YOUTHS.—Jan. 14th, St. Botolph’s, Bishops- 
gate, 3.30 p.m. Tea in Hall behind Church, 5. 
Meeting, ‘ Ship,’ Talbot Court, 6 . Special busi­
ness, revision of rules. Names for tea by Jan. 
10th, please, to  A. B. Peck, 1, Eversfield Road. 
Reigate. 7532

ARCHDEACONRY OF HALIFAX GU ILD. 
—Annual meeting at Marsden (10), Saturday, 
Jan. 14th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea at 
5 p.m. Business meeting afterwards. Bells until 
9 p.m. Names for tea, please, by Thursday 
previous, to Mr. D. B. Cater, Newlands, 7, 
Lane Ings, Marsden, Huddersfield. 7490

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Frome and Midsomer Norton Branch. — The 
annual meeting will be held a t Midsomer N or­
ton, Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells 3 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Tea to  follow. It is essential that 
names for tea be sent by the 11th. The Master 
of the Association will give the address.—E. J. 
Chivers, Wingles, Chilcompton. 7495

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION.—Bath 
Branch.—Annual meeting, Saturday, Jan. 14th, 
Bath Abbey. Bells 3 to  4.30 p.m. Service at 
St. Michael’s with St. Paul, 4.30 p.m. Tea and 
rAeeting to  follow. Bells available after the 
meeting. Names for tea essential, to Mr. G. 
Hawkins, 29, Coronation Avenue, Bath. 7529

BARNSLEY DISTRICT SOCIETY.—Annual 
meeting, Barnsley, Jan. 14th. Bells 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 4.15, Tea 5 p.m., Rectory Rooms. For 
tea, notify me not later than Jan. 10th.—D. 
Smith, Hon. Sec., 18, Chapel Street, Shafton, 
near Barnsley. 7561

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION — 
Dunster Branch.—Annual meeting, Jan. 14th, at 
Minehead. Tea provided for number notified 
by Jan. 10th. Bells 3 p.m.—A. R. Tudball.

7549
BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION —Biggles­

wade District.—Annual meeting at Biggleswade 
on Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells (8) 3. Tea at 5, 
followed by business meeting. All ringers wel­
come.—L. H. Bywaters, Hon. Sec. 7527

BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT RINGING 
SOCIETY.—Meeting, Hull, on Saturday, Jan. 
14th. St. Mary’s, Lowgate (6 ), available 2 p.m. 
Service, 4. Tea in Y.P.A. 4.30 p.m. Holy 
Trinity (10) available after tea. Names for tea 
to Mr. F . G. Reed, 127, Holmgarth Road, Bell- 
field Avenue, Hull. 7539

CHESTER GUILD.—Macclesfield Branch.— 
Annual meeting at St. Michael’s Church, 
Macclesfield, Jan. 14th. Bells (12) 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 4.30. Meeting 6  p.m. 7565

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Quarterly 
general meeting at Ripley (8) on Saturday, Jan. 
14th. Bells from 3 p.m. Own tea arrangements 
—cafes nearby.—M. Bailey. 7516

DEVON GU ILD. — Mid-Devon Branch.— 
St. Michael’s, Teignmouth. Saturday. Jan. 14th. 
Usual arrangements.—A. L. Bennett. Corner- 
ways, Buckfastleigh. 7531

EAST GRINSTEAD GU ILD.—Annual 
dinner, Culverden Arms, Tunbridge Wells, 
Jan. 14th, 6.30. Ringing 4.30 to 5.30 at 
St. Peter’s. Tickets, 10s. 6d.—only a few 
left.—C. A. Bassett, 3, Pendrill Place, 
Wadhurst, Sussex. 7523

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Ely 
District.—Annual meeting at Soham on Satur­
day, Jan. 14th. Bells (10) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5 p.m. Fordham  bells (6) available after 
tea. Names for tea, please, by Jan. 7th, to 
R. J. Housden, 20, Carter Road, Burwell. 
Cambs.—R . J. Housden, Dis. Sec. 7463

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — North - Eastern 
Division.—Annual meeting at St. Peter’s, Col­
chester, on Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells (8 ) from
2 to 5 p.m. and 7 to 8  p.m. Service 5 p.m., 
followed by tea and business in St. Peter’s Hall. 
St. Leonard’s (6) also available except during 
service and meeting. Names for tea by the 
11th, please, to H . J. Millatt, 301, Harwich 
Road, Colchester. 7486

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA­
TION.—Bristol Rural Branch.—Annual social 
and dance at St. Werburgh’s Parish Hall, Bristol, 
Saturday, Jan. 14th. Tickets 5s., from W. F. 
Scudamore, County Police Station, Winter- 
bourne, Bristol. 7540

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA­
TION.—Swindon Branch.—St. M ark’s, Swindon 
(8), Jan. 14th. Bells 3 p.m. Own tea arrange­
ments.—W. B. Kynaston. 7524

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Maid­
stone District.—Meeting at Barming cancelled. 
Saturday. Jan. 14th, quarterly meeting now at 
East Farleigh (6 ). Bells 2.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. 
—R. L. Sills, The Square, Wrotham. 7553

LADIES’ GUILD..—North-Eastern District. 
—Annual meeting at Houghton-le-Spring on 
Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells available 3 p.m. 
Names for tea to Mr. W. Sheraton. 27, St. 
Aidan’s Terrace, New Herrington, Houghton-le- 
Spring, by Thursday, Jan. 12th. 7502
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LADIES’ G U ILD .—Sussex Division.—The
1 annual meeting will be held at Southover, Lewes 

<10), on Jan. 14th. Ringing 3. Service 4.15. 
Tea 5, followed by business meeting, election of 
officers. Ladies, please support: gentlemen 
•cordially invited. Names for tea, please, to 
Mr. R. C. Hide, 1, Priory Place, Southover, 
Lewes, by Wednesday, Jan. 11th.—Kathleen 
Yeo, Hon. Sec. 7474

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Liverpool 
Branch.—The next meeting will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 14th, at St. Nicholas’, Pier Head. 
Bells available 2.30. Tea at 4, followed by meet­
ing. Service 5.30. Ringing after service until 
8 p.m. Tea will be provided free of charge only 
to those who send in their names before Wed., 
Jan. 11th, to me.—P. W. Cave, Hon. Sec., 3, 
The Rooley, Huyton, near Liverpool. 7522 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Furness 
and Lake District Branch.—Practice meeting at 
Flookburgh on Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells (6) 
available at 2.30 p.m. Names for tea to A. 
Edgar, Holker, Grange-over-Sands.—N. M. 
Newby, Branch Sec. 7557

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Rochdale 
Branch.—Meeting at St. Leonard’s, Middleton, 
Jan. 14th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Cups of tea pro­
vided.—F. Pritchard. 7521 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Preston 
Branch.—Meeting at Preston Parish Church 
(Branch annual meeting), Saturday, Jan. 14th. 
Tea in Church School, Avenham Lane, 5 p.m., 
followed by business meeting. Names for tea, 
please, by Wednesday, 11th, to Mr. C. Cross­
thwaite, 45, Herschell Street, Preston. — L. 
Walmsley. 7558 

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD.—Leicester 
District.-—Annual meeting, Jan. 14th, Anstey (8). 
Tea at 4.30 p.m. in the * Hare and Hounds,’ 
and business meeting at approx. 5.30 p.m.

^  Names for tea by Jan. 12th to Mr. R. Elking- 
ton, 24, High Street, Anstey. 7555

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION.—Meeting at 
St. Mary’s, Church End, Finchley, on Saturday, 
Jan. 14th, at 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea, by 
invitation, and business to follow. Names for 
tea must be sent in.—T. J. Lock, 57, Holloways 
Lane, North Mimms, Hatfield, Herts. 7520 

MIDLAND COUNTIES G U ILD . — The 
annual meeting will be held at Overseale, on 
Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells (8) 2.30. Service
4 .3 0 . Tea 5. Please notify J. W. Cotton, Over­
seale (264), Burton-on-Trent. 7491 

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 
North Norfolk Branch.—Annual meeting will be 
held at Norwich on Saturday, Jan. 14th. St. 
George’s bells from 2.30 to 4 p.m. and 6.30 to 
8 p.m. St. Peter Mancroft, 3.45 to 4.15 and in 

•evening. Service at St. Peter Mancroft 4.15. 
Tea in Chantry Hall, 5 p.m. Names for tea to 
Mr. F. Nolan Golden, 26, Brabazon Road, 
Norwich, by Wednesday, Jan. 11th, please.— 
H. Tooke, Branch Sec. 7501 

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U ILD . — Banbury 
Branch.—Quarterly meeting, Bodicote (5). Jan. 
14th. Service 4  p.m. Tea 4.45 p.m. All ringers 
welcome. Please notify E. C. Pearson, Adder- 
nury West, Banbury, Oxon. 7485 

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U ILD . — Reading 
Branch.—Practice, Jan. 14th, Henley-on-Thames 
...30 to 4.30. Shiplake 6  to 8.30. Annual meet­
ing, Feb. 11th, at St. Mary’s, Reading.—R. G. 
Burton. 7547

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GU ILD — 
Kettering Branch.—The annual branch meeting 
will be held at Rothwell (8) on Saturday, Jan. 
14th. Service 4.15 p.m. If you require tea 
please send names by Tuesday previous.—H. 
Baxter, 21, Charles Street, Rothwell. 7528 

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GU ILD — 
Oundle Branch.—Annual meeting, Oundle (8 ), 
Jan. 14th. Ringing 3 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea
5 p.m. Names for tea, please, by Tuesday pre­
vious, to Mrs. P. E. Clarke, 7, Bassett Place, 
Oundle. 7536

PULHAM MARKET, NORFOLK.—A. R. 
Todd, Esq., of The Hall, Pulham Market, in­
vites Norfolk and Suffolk ringers as his guests 
to  tea in the Village Hall on Saturday, Jan. 
14th, at 5 p.m. The Parish Church bells (8 ) 
will be available from 2 p.m. Names for tea 
not later than Jan. 10th, please, to Mr. A. 
Roope, Church Croft, Pulham Market, Diss.

SOUTHWELL G U IL D —North Notts Dis­
trict. — Annual meeting at Retford, Saturday, 
Jan. 14th. East Retford (10), West Retford (6) 
and Ordsall (6) from 2.30. Service in East 
Retford Church at 4.30. Plenty of cafes in 
town. Meeting in East Retford belfry a t 6  p.m. 
—H. Denman. 7494

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION.—Western Division. 
—Practice meeting, Lyminster (6 ), Jan. 14th. 
Names for tea, please, by previous Tuesday to 
W. L. Weller, Sunnyside, Itchingfield, Horsham. 
Surprise practice, Jan. 21st, and not 28th, at 
Arundel. 7542

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 
GU ILD .—Southampton District.—Annual meet­
ing at St. Michael’s, Southampton, on Saturday. 
Jan. 14th. Names for tea by Jan. 11th to M. 
J. Butler, 8 , St. Peter’s Rd., Southampton. 7543 

W IN D SQ r. — Surprise practice, Windsor 
Parish Parish Church (8), on Saturday, Jan. 
14th, a t 6  p.m. All welcome.—F. R. Scott. 7525

DEVON G U ILD .—East Devon B r a n c h -  
Quarterly meeting at Cotleigh, Jan. 21st. Bells
2.30 p.m. Service 4. Tea and business after. 
Names for tea by Jan. 17th to W. Webb, Oak- 
well, Millhead Road, Honiton. 7548

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—N.-W. District.— 
Annual meeting at Harlow Town (8) on Satur­
day, Jan. 21st, at 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea
5.15 p.m. at the Queen’s Head, followed by 
business meeting. Names, please, to G . Blake, 
Dis. Sec.. Hamlet House, Roydon Hamlet, 
Harlow, Essex. 7534

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Canter­
bury District.—Quarterly meeting, Ash, Satur­
day, Jan. 21st. Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea, 
2s. per head. Names for tea, with cash, please, 
to  Mrs. M. E. Peattie, 74, Molland Lea, Ash, 
Canterbury, not later than Wednesday, Jan. 
18th.—B. J. Luck, 20, Beaconsfield Road, Can­
terbury. 7541 

LADIES’ GU ILD .—Kent Branch.—Annual 
general meeting at St. John’s, Erith, on Satur­
day, Jan. 21st, at 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Names for tea to Mr. F . Cullum, 78, West 
Street, Erith, by Jan. 19th, please. All ladies 
welcome. Gentlemen cordially invited.—Jill 
Haffenden. 7526 

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD.—Melton 
District.—Annual district meeting at Melton 
Mowbray on Saturday, Jan. 21st. Bells (10)
2.30 to 4.15 and 6.30 to 8.15. Service 4.15. 
Tea and meeting 5. Names, please, by the 17th, 
to  Mr. H. Clayton, 17, Bayswater Road.—J H. 
Cook. 7517

LINCOLN DIOCESAN G U ILD . — Gains­
borough District.—The annual meeting will be 
held at Gainsborough on Saturday, Jan. 21st. 
Bells, afternoon and evening. Service 5.15. Tea 
(Cleveland Hotel) 5 p.m. Names by Tuesday 
previous to Geo. L. R. Lunn, Hon. Sec., Crow 
G arth, Lea, Gainsborough. Tel. 2623. 7552 

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GU ILD — 
Culworth Branch.—Annual meeting at Brackley, 
Saturday, Jan. 21st. Names for tea by Tuesday 
previous.—A. E. R. Walker, Eydon. Rugby.

7530
SALISBURY DIOCESAN GU ILD . — Salis­

bury Branch.—Annual meeting, Jan. 21st. St. 
M artin’s and St. Paul’s bells from 2.30. Service, 
St. Paul’s, 4 p.m. Tea and meeting, Assembly 
Rooms, 5 p.m. St. Martin's and St. Thomas’ 
bells, evening. Names for tea by 17th to Miss 
Eloie, 8 , Albany Road, Salisbury. 7551

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY 
OF STAFFORD.—Winter meeting. Bloxwich. 
Jan. 21st. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea
5.15 p.m. Names for tea not later than Wed­
nesday, Jan. 18th.—Fred Bennett, Pool House 
Road, W ombourn. 7533

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND 
YOUTHS.—Annual general meeting. Saturday. 
Jan. 21st, at St. Martin-in-the-Fields. Bells 
available: St. James’, Clerkenwell (8 ). 2.30 to
4 p .m .; St. Bartholomew-the-Great. West Smith- 
field (5), if required, 3.30 to 4.30 p.m .; St. 
Martin’s (12), 3.30 to 5 p.m. Tea in St. 
Martin’s Canteen 5.15. followed by business 
meeting in Vestry Hall. Names for tea by 
Tuesday, Jan. 17th. please, to P. N. Bond. Hon. 
Sec., Gaywood. Stocks Green Road. Hilden- 
borough, Tonbridge, Kent. 7544

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—Southern Dis­
trict.—Annual general meeting at Redhill, Jan. 
21st. Bells (8 ) 3. Service 4.30. Tea and meet­
ing 5.15, at Greyhound Hotel. Names for tea. 
by Jan. 17th, to H. Comber, 2, Woodlands 
Avenue. Redhill. 7537

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — 
Northern Branch.—Quarterly meeting. Hales­
owen, Saturday, Jan. 21st, 3 p.m. Service 4.15 
p.m. Tea and business. Names for tea by 
Wednesday, Jan. 18th, please.—Bernard C. 
Ashford. Sec., Bowling Green Lane, Stour­
bridge. Worcs. 7550 

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION—Next general 
meeting at Sheffield on Jan. 21st. Bells avail­
able : St. Marie’s, Norfolk Row (8 ), 2.30 to  5 
p.m .; Cathedral (12). after meeting till 9 p.m. 
Committee meet in Cathedral belfry at 3.15 p.m. 
Names for tea to Mr. H. O. Chaddock, 1, 
Hemsworth Road, Sheffield, 8 , by 19th. Venue 
for tea and meeting to be announced later.— 
L. W. G . Morris, Hon. Gen. Sec., 65, Lilycroft 
Road, Bradford, 9. 7559

UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL SOCIETY — 
Annual ringing day and dinner will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 28th. Ringing arrangements later. 
Dinner in University Refectory at 7 p.m. for
7.15 p.m. Tickets now available from C. T. 
Blundell, 124, Richmond Road, Bristol. 6 .

7535
WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH D IO ­

CESAN GU ILD. — Portsmouth District. — 
Annual district meeting, Alverstoke, Jan. 28th. 
Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 5 p.m.. in 
Brodrick Hall. Names by 24th to H. A. Nobes. 
26, Peel Road, Gosport. 7545

High Class Tower Clocks
by the

WORLD’S OLDEST MAKERS 
Established Over 300 Years

Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be pleased 
to carry out restorations o r give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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‘ THE WORLD’S BEST 
|  ^BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS 

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Fifth Edition 

FOR ALL LEARNERS 
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4/6 : :  4 to 6 bells 3 / -  
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
Poleshill Cottage, Langford Budville, 

Wellington, Somerset

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

s. d.
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR 

OF BELLS, etc. . .  . . . .  2 0
ON C O N D U C T IN G ...................  1 0
COLLECTION OF P L A I V  

MAJOR METHODS ..  . . 3  6 
COLLECTION OF COMPOSI­

TIONS (MAJOR) . .  . .  . .  3 0 
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES

METHODS ........................... 2 0
FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR

METHODS ...........................  6
CHANGE RINGING ON HAND­

BELLS ................................... 2 6
METHOD SHEETS—

Cambridge Surprise M ajor . .  6
Double Norwich ...................  6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise Major . . . .  6 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS . . . .  6 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. I 0 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

W ITH S.P.A.B............................... 8
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or C om pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (New Edition) 1 2 
METHODS COM M ITTEE’S RE­

PORT ON EXTENSION . .  1 0

Post free from
MISS P. J. AYRIS,

10, Sherwood Close, Laoaton, Bicester, 
Oxon.

5,152 WEMBLEY SURPRISE
BY D. R. CARLISLE and G. A. HALLS 

M W H 
43652 — i
56234 — — A
35264 — 3 1

63254 —
52436 —
34625 — —
64523 — 3 3

42635 A

23456 A

Rung at West Hallam on November 12tl
1955.

TICHMARSH, NORTHANTS.—On Dec. 9th, 1,26 
Grandsire Triples : A. J. Frost (first on eight bells) : 
P. I. Chapman 2, G. W. Jeffs 3, A. Gibbs 4, C. \* 
Bird 5, R. F. Roe 6, W. J. Whitmore (cond.) '
H. Richardson 8.

FINEST POSSIBLE QUALITY

B E L L  R O P E S
AND CHURCH FLAGS

JOSEPH BRYANT LTD.
BRISTOL 2

Nearly 24 centuries of experience

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE M ANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

M UFFLERS : RIN G IN G  MATS : BARRIER ROPES : FLAG LINES : ETC.
<---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

NEiW PRICES on account of 
increased postage

• ROPESIGHT,’ 12th edition; 150 pages;
1955 reprint 3/8

• GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130
pages; 3/6

• STEDMAN,* by J. A. Trollope; 150
pages; 3 / -

• STANDARD METHODS,’ 12th edi­
tion. Letterpress 3/2. Diagrams 2/8. 

•SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies, 126 pages; 3 / -

All post free on receipt o f postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD. b a n k f . e l d j e r r a c e .  l e e d s .  4

Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations
And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTL E-ON-TYi'JE, 

and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1

the Proprietors by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guildford, and Published by the Rolls House Pub!;shing Co.. Ltd Breams Buildings. London. E.C.4


