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CHRISTMAS CARDS

THE Twelfth Day of Christmas has passed and many 
of us are looking pensively at our cards—those tokens 
of friendship and goodwill that adorn mantelpiece and 

office desk. What a story they te ll! but they have all one 
thing in common, the sincerity of their greeting. Cards that 
reach the Editor frequently have behind them a personal 
touch of the individual. With the Coronation looming 
ahead next June the thoughts of the nation are centred in 
the Abbey. From one who hopes to be privileged to ring 
on that solemn and joyous occasion we received a beautiful 
card of the Abbey as viewed from the river in 1840.

Churches and cathedrals are a natural choice. With 
memories of the last Central Council still fresh, a view of 
Lincoln Cathedral from the Sincil Dyke is a happy choice. 
Another vision of loveliness of the same theme is that of 
Canterbury Cathedral with an oast house in the foreground. 
Christ Church, Oxford, which to many ringers constitutes 
an annual pilgrimage, also decorates the mantelpiece. A 
lamentable lapse some years back in the identity of a 
cathedral has made the Editor hesitate to distinguish two 
cathedral cards from members of his Editorial Committee! 
One is a charming interior study with the pulpit in the 
foreground and the organ pipes immediately behind with 
lancet lights forming a background. In the other, a repro­
duction of a river painting of 100 years ago, the cathedral 
tower makes a wonderful spiritual background.

A personal touch has accompanied some of the cards 
depicting churches. Two churches where rededications of 
bells have recently taken place—at Newport, Salop, passed 
by many members of the Central Council on their journey 
by road to the Chester Council meeting, and Stradbroke, 
Suffolk—have been received. From Cornwall comes a 
water colour of Lelant Church with all the radiance of a 
midsummer sun giving a warmth of greeting. From distant 
Ireland there is a drawing of the ruined cathedral on 
the Rock of Cashel, the one time seat of the Kings of 
Munster.

Bells, invariably of the type drawn to be perpetually 
silent, are a favourite theme of Christmas card designers, 
and there were specimens of these from two noted per­
sonalities. A splendid interior photograph of a bell and 
another renowned the world over for its massive propor­
tion were received. With the latter came the quotation 
from Whittier:—

In the bells of the Holy City 
The chimes of Eternal Peace.

Newspaper controversy has been prominent over the 
comment of one purchaser of Christmas cards: ‘ Fancy 
bringing religion into Christmas.’ As a ringer it is not neces­
sary for us to digress on that point. One card which holds a 
treasured place in the collection is a symbolic drawing of 
the Nativity with the accompanying uplifting message: 
‘ The true light which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world.’

Snow at Christmas and perhaps a distant church with a 
mantle of whiteness is in a sense the expected counterpart 
of the English countryside. One such pictorial greeting— 
and there were a number—was accompanied by lines of 
Sir Walter Scott:—

Heap on more wood, the wind is chill;
But let it whistle as it will,
We’ll keep our Christmas merry still.

The scene changes to distant New Zealand, and from the 
Christchurch Cathedral Bellringers Society the season’s 
greetings are conveyed by a typical country scene in these 
islands with blue mountains in the distance.

One well versed in the Rules and Decisions of the 
Council sent greetings to friends in the form of the 18th 
century Cornish rhyme, ‘ Rules for Bell-Ringers.’ The 
wording, although familiar to many of our readers, justifies 
repetition:—

Aloud let Silence first Proclaimed be,
And by consent let’s make it our Decree 
And fix such Laws in our Society,
As being observ’d, will keep Sobriety.
Who curse or damns or in an angry mood 
Quaril or strike although he draws no blood,
Who wears a Hat or Spur, o’erturns a Bell,
Or by unskeelful ringing mars a peal,
Let him pay Sixpence for each single crime,
To make him cautious at another time.
A Blessing let us crave on Church and King,
And now let’s peaceably begin to ring.

The accompanying illustration, alas, was by no ringer or 
even one who had been in a belfry and watched ringers at 
work. Frock-coated ringers of Georgian days with hands 
wide apart on sallies could only have produced ‘ unskeelful ’ 
ringing, and had the rules for bell-ringers been observed it 
would have been costly ringing. But did ringers in those 
days observe rules any better than those of the present 
day? This is not a time to write of quarrels, but of goodwill 
and friendship, for, as Dickens reminded us: ‘ Christmas 
would not be Christmas but for the happy interchange of 
wishes.’
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TWELVE BELL PEALS
SHREWSBURY, SHROPSHIRE.

THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sal., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 45 Minutes, 

At  the C hurch of St . C had,
A PEAL OF 5015 GRANDSIRE CINQUES 

Tenor 39 cwt. 2 qr. 7 lb.
•C olin G olding . .  ..Treble  
■f J ohn W. G riffith s  . .  2 
■j1 Be ssie  A. C arter . .  3 
fA . E dward Reeves  . .  4 
■fF. H ector Bennett . .  5 
■f John W. Best . .  . .  6 
Composed by R. F. D eal.

* First peal on twelve bells

‘ D ennis H. B. M illward 7 
Edward V ’. Rodenhurst 8 

t C lifford  A . Barron . .  9 
tW illiam  A. F armer . .  10 
t  Arthur P ritchard . .  11 
tJoHN N. L indon . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J ohn W. G r iffith s . 
t  First peal of Grandsire Cinques.

Rung to mark the centenary of the death of Samuel Lee, scholar, 
ringer and friend of Samuel Lawrence.

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and 32 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M atthew ,

A PEAL OF 5007 STEDMAN CINQUES 
Tenor 26J cwt. in D.

H oward Howell 
* M aurice G . T urner 
C hristopher W allater 

t  H arry G riffith s  
J . N orman H adley . .  

{Clifford  A . Barron

.Treble 
2
3
4
5
6

. T reble 
2
3
4
5

C om posed by J. C arter (C .C .C . 42 M ajor) 
Conducted by J ohn W. G r iff it h s .

.* First peal of Little Bob Royal, t  First peal of Royal.

• J ohn W. G r iffith s  
*J. Benjamin Budd  . 
“ Shirley G olding 
+Roger B. M orris 
• G eorge F. Sperring

COALBROOKDALE, SHROPSHIRE.
THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes, 
A t the Church of T he H oly T rinity ,

A PEAL OF 5003 GRANDSIRE CATERS 
Tenor 19 cwt.

E rnest F . W illcox . .  ..Treble
Bessie  A . C arter . .  2
A lfred S. Bayley . .  . .  3
A rthur Pritchard . .  . .  4
J ohn F . Butler . .  . .  5

•F . C harles G oodman ..Treble  
R e v . A . G . G . T hurlow  2 
W illiam  C lover . .  . .  3 
H enry T ooke . .  . .  4 

•A rthur G . Bason . .  5 
Composed by F rederick D ench. 

•  First peal of Cambridge Royal.

Composed by J ames E. G roves. Conducted by H oward H ow ell .
* 200th peal, t  First peal of Cinques on a working bell, { First 

peal of Stedman Cinques and completes Doubles to Cinques in the 
method. § First peal of Cinques ‘ inside.’

Rung as a 70th birthday compliment to Mr. Christopher Wallater.

Ernest Stitch . .  . .  7 
Arthur T . D utton . .  8 

§W . G eorge Page . .  . .  9 
Edgar T . Sm ith  . .  . .  10 
Edward V. R odenhurst 11 
Samuel Bi r c h ....................Tenor

TEN BELL PEALS
CHESTER.

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 3 Hours and 32 Minutes,

A t  th e  C a th e d ra l  C h u rc h  o f  C h r i s t  an d  th e  B le s se d  V irg in  M ary , 
A PEAL OF 5040 LITTLE BOB ROYAL 

Tenor 29 cwt.
•P eter E. Parry . .  . .  6 
•B rian H arris . .  . .  7 
•D ennis H . B. M illward 8 
•P ercy Sw indley . .  . .  9 
fR . G ordon Corby . .  Tenor

C lifford  A. Barron . .  6
J ohn N . L indon . .  . .  7
F rederick G . Beddow  . .  8
E. D ennis P oole . .  . .  9
B. L eslie J ones . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by Arthur K n ig h ts . Conducted by C lifford  A . Barron. 

NORWICH.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 3 Hours and 22 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . Peter, M ancroft,

A PEAL OF 5840 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL
Tenor 37 cwt. 99 lb. in C.

G eorge Sayer . .  . .  6 
H. W illiam  Barrett . .  7

•B ert G ogle .................... 8
•N orman V . H arding . .  9 

N olan G olden . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by N olan G olden.

ST. HELENS, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 3 Hours and 24 Minutes,
At the Church o f  St . H elen ,

A PEAL OF 5040 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE ROYAL 
Tenor 25 cwt.

•H arry Blackburn ..Treble
t J ulia M . P reston . .  2
T homas H ammond . .  3

{John R oberts . .  . .  4
{Eric Edmondson . .  5

{V ictor W oods . .  . .  6
{Ernest G ower . .  . .  7
T homas H esketh  . .  . .  8
Edw in  C . Birkett . .  9
J oseph  R idyard . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by C has. J . Sedgley. Conducted by J oseph  R idyard.
1 First peal of Royal. 

Surprise Royal.
t  First peal in the method. { First peal of

IPSWICH.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and 21 Minutes, 
At the C hurch of St . M ary-le-Tow er ,

A PEAL OF 5040 LITTLE BOB ROYAL 
Tenor 32 cwt. in C sharp.

•H erbert G . J illings 
•D ouglas C ollins 
•G eorge E . Symonds 

H . W illiam  Barrett 
Arthur G . Bason

G eorge Sayer 
• John F. T illett 
•G arnham A . Blaxcell. .  

Bert G ogle ....................
N olan G olden . .  Tenor

Treble 
2
3
4

. .  5
Conducted by N olan G olden .

* First peal of Little Bob Royal.
Composition is an arrangement containing the 6th 60 courses home 

and 20 courses each of the 67089s and 67908s.

LINCOLN.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD 

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and 19 Minutes,
In St . H ugh’s T ower in the C athedral C hurch of the  Blessed  

V irgin M ary,
A PEAL OF 5040 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE ROYAL

Tenor 23 cwt. 3 qr. 23 lb. in D.
•G eoffrey P aul . .  ..Treble  
•D onovan R . W hite  . .  2 
•H erbert L owman . .  . .  3

John W a l d e n ................... 4
W alter T omlinson . .  5 

Composed by C. K : L e w is .
• First peal of Yorkshire Surprise Royal.

J ohn A. F reeman . .  . .  6 
S ydney A. C hambers . .  7 
G eoffrey M. M ayer . .  8 
H. L eslie  P ask . .  9
Jack  L. M illh o u s e  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Ja ck  L. M il lh o u s e .

EIGHT BELL PEALS
BRIDSTOW, HEREFORDSHIRE.

THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. 
On Fri., Dec. 19, 1952, in 3 Hours,

At the C hurch of St . Bridget,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES

Parker’s Twelve-part.
Reginald P oston . .  ..Treble  
F . Eric R oberts . .  2 

•M ollie T ilbury . . . .  3 
Reginald T . J ones . .  4

Tenor 8 ] cwt. 
Alfred T. Poulton . .  . .  5 
Austin  T. W ingate . .  6 
W illiam Poston ' . .  . .  7 
J ohn J . W ebb ....................Tenor

Conducted by W i l l i a m  P o s t o n .
* First peal on eight bells.

BRIERLEY HILL, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M ic h a e l  

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLE COURT BOB TRIPLES
Six-part No. 13.
A lbert M allin . .  . .Treble
F rederick J ew kes . .  . .  2
Bernard L awton . .  . .  3
Arthur P eakman . .  . .  4

Tenor 14J cwt. 
C lifford Skidmore . .  5 
T homas H emming  . .  . .  6
John L loyd ...................  7
Stephen M allin . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by J. J. P a r k e r .  Conducted by C l i f f o r d  S k id m o r e .
First peal in the method by all the band, on the bells, and for the 

Association. Annual peal for the Association.
BULKINGTON, WARWICKSHIRE.

THE COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,

A t  T” E O n 'R C H  o f  S t .  J a m e s  
A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 12 cwt. 1 qr. 26 lb.
• R o s e m a r y  E. A s h l e y  ..Treble  
t  M a r g a r e t  A . B a i l e y  . .  2 

M a r g a r e t  E. L. B e a m is h  3 
P a u l  K. W i l l i a m s o n  . .  4 

Composed by N. J .  P i t s t o w .
* First peal of Surprise Major.

Bryan D. A. W oolley . .  
G. W illiam  C ritchley . .  
H ubert E. A shley 
L eonard T revor . .

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by L eonard T revor. 

t  First peal in the method.
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NANTW ICH, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r y ,

A PEAL OF 5088 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt. 2 qr. 18 lb.

J ohn Scott ....................Treble
D ouglas W . K irkpatrick 2
E ric H o r n b y ...................  3

•K enneth E dwards . .  4 
Composed by W . N icolls.

C ecil R a d d o n .................... 5
W illiam  Allman . .  . .  6 
H arold W orrall . .  . .  7 
H arry W . H oward . .  Tenor 
Conducted by H arold W orrall.

* 25th peal. First peal in the method as conductor.

PAKEFIELD, SUFFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  A l l  S a in ts  an d  S t. M a rg a re t ,  

A PEAL OF 5184 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 8 cwt. 88 lb. in G.

G eorge H owlett . .  . .  Treble
H . W illiam  Barrett . .  2
N olan G olden . .  . .  3
Arthur G . Bason . .  . .  4

John W. G. K indred 
•D ouglas M itchell 
G eorge Sayer 
P eter K indred

5
6 
7

..  Tenor
Composed by W illiam  E versfield . Conducted by N olan G olden. 

* First peal of Treble Bob. First peal of Treble Bob on the bells. 
Rung as a compliment to Canon B. P. W . Stather Hunt on the 

25th anniversary of his induction as Rector of Pakefield.

SILEBY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
Ar the C hurch of S t .  M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
F. H. Dexter's Variation of Thurstans’ Four-part.

Tenor 22 cwt. 12 lb. in E flat.
M r s .  H. J. Poole 
W inifred  M. Burton 
M r s .  P. J. Staniforth 
S. A nthony J esson

..Treble  ‘ Peter J. T homas . .  . .  5
,2  B. Stedman P ayne . .  6
3 Brian G. W arwick . .  7
4 Peter J . Staniforth . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Brian G. W arwick.
* First peal o{ Triples and in the method. A birthday compliment 

to  Shirley Burton.

TAUNTON* SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J a m e s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part. 
H. F loyd . .  . 

*F. M atravers 
W . W arren . .
A. H. Reed  . .

.Treble
2
3
4

fG . U glow  
H . M ockridge 
W. G . G igg . 

*P. P engelly

Tenor 20 cwt. 
. . . .  5 
. .  . .  6 
. .  . .  7 

. .  Tenor
Conducted by W. G . G ig g .

* First peal on eight bells, t  First peal 4 inside ’ on eight bells. 
Rung after the wedding of the Vicar’s son, Mr. A. Hirst, to Miss 

M. Lee.

M OTTRAM-IN-LONGDENDALE, CHESHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION 

On Sun., Dec. 21, 1952, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ic h a e l ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part.
• D orothy M. H eap (13) Treble 
•M argaret J . Llewellyn 2

Joan C arter ...................  3
tJoHN R. H eap . .  . .  4

Tenor 15J cwt. in F. 
JR ichard B. Benson . .  5 
Stanley S. L ivesey  . .  6 
D erek Ogden . .  . .  7 

•A llan L. T ow nend ' . .  Tenor
Conducted by D erek Ogden .

* First peal, t  First peal of Triples, t  100th peal.
Rung as a compliment to Canon E. Tyson, Vicar of Mottram, on 

the 25th anniversary of his ordination.

ALLESLEY, WARWICKSHIRE.
THE COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.

(All Saints’ Society, Allesley.)
On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,
A PEAL OF 5088 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 12 cwt. in G.
F rank W. P errens . .  Treble
D avid A. C arpenter . .  2
J ohn W. T . T aylor . .  3

•L . M ichael C allow . .  4

H ubert G . Summers . .  5
•G eorge G ardner . .  . .  6
• J ohn W . T aylor . .  . .  7

W illiam A. Stote . .  . .  Tenor
■ - - ------* First peal in the method. First peal of Major as conductor. 

First peal of Superlative by a local band.
A compliment to Miss Jill Moyle, of Allesley Rectory, and Mr. Ben 

Davis, on their recent marriage.

ANSTEY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
At the C hurch o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL O F 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt. 2 qr. 4 lb. in G.

Alban D isney  . .  ..Treble  
J eanette M . Sim pso n  . .  2 

•R onald G . W . Co pso n . .  3 
D avid S. H arris . .  . .  4

W illiam  A . L acey . .  . .  5 
G ordon H. A rguile . .  6 
M ichael D. Staniforth. .  7 
R edvers F . Elkington . .  Tenor

Composed by C. M iddleton. Conducted by R edvers F. E lkington.
• First peal. First peal to be rung at this church, by the local 

Sunday service band.
Rung for the Festival of the Nativity of Christ.

BACUP, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . Saviour,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt.

J ames W . W illiams . .  
R oger Leigh  . .  
Albert M ills 
K enneth H artley . .

. .Treble 
. .  2 
. .  3 
. .  4

R e v . R. D. St . J ohn Sm ith  5 
A. V ictor W illiams . .  6 
Brian H. W ood . .  . .  7 
C h r is . M. P. J ohnson . .  Tenor

Composed by N. J. P itsto w . Conducted by Re v . R. D. St. J. Sm ith .

CHESTER.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f S t. M ary-w ith in -the-Walls,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Tenor 13 cwt. 3 qr. 8 lb. in F. 

..Treble  H . Stewart Bailey . .  5
2 P eter E. P arry . .  . .  6
3 Brian H arris ....................  7
4 R. G o rd o n  C orby  . .  . .T e n o r

Parker’s Twelve-part. 
Re v . J. K ingdon 
H arry L ew is  

•B etty G riffith s  
t  Shirley  G olding

Conducted by B r ia n  H a r r i s .
* First peal of Triples, t  First peal of Triples * inside.’
Rung as a birthday compliment to  Mrs. H. O. Baker.

CORSTON, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A PEAL O F 5040 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 11 lb. in A.

• M a r y  L. H a n n a m  . .  ..Treble
W i l l i a m  J. P r e s c o t t  . .  2

fHAROLD L. P a r f r e y  . .  3
R e g i n a l d  G .  H o o p e r  . .  4

E ric Sutton ....................  5
G eorge Prescott . .  . .  6 

JP h il ip  W . W eeks . .  7 
1-Roger O. F ry . .  . .  Tenor

Composed and Conducted by R o g e r  O. F r y .
* First peal, f  25th peal together. J First peal of Double Norwich 

Court Bob Major.
Rung for the Feast of St. Stephen.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
New Installations : Repairs : Maintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD. j
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DEBENHAM, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 3 Hours and 9 Minutes,
A t  the  C hurch of  St . M ary M agdalene,

▲ PEAL OF 5088 DOUBLE NORW ICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 21* cwt. in E flat.

R o n a l d  W . S t e w a r d  ..Treble  
R o b e r t  E. L ester . .  . .  2 
G e o r g e  W aterman . .  . .  3 
G e o r g e  W . P ip e  . .  . .  4 
Composed by J ames H unt.

U rb an  W . W ild n e y  . .  5 
G arn h am  A. B la x c e l l  . .  6 
E d w a rd  E . D av ey  . .  . .  7 
W illia m  J. B u tto n  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by G eo rg e  W . Pipe.

DERBY.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes, 
A t th e  C hurch o f  St . Peter,

A PEAL OF 5120 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lb.

F rancis R. L ow e . .  ..Treble  
C. W. M . Bond  . .  . .  2 1
J a c k  Bailey ....................  3

•W ill ia m  L a n c a s te r  . .  4 
Composed by E rn e s t  M o rr is .

P ercy D udley 
E dw in  W illiams 
A lfred M ould 
W alter Steen . .

5
6
7

Tenor
Conducted by J ack Bailey.

' 150th peal, wedding anniversary and wife’s birthday.

LINCOLN.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St . G il e s ,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 18 cwt. 2 lb. in E.

G eoffrey R. P arker . .  Treble
• N ancie E . Sw ann’ . .  . .  2

M argaret A. Swann . .  3
•G eoffrey P aul . .  . .  4

D onovan R. W hite . .  5 
Sydney A . C hambers . . .  6 
W illiam  R. P arker . .  7 
J ack L. M illhouse  . .  Tenor

Composed by C. M iddleton . Conducted by G eoffrey R. P arker.
•  First peal of Cambridge Surprise Major". First peal of Major as 

conductor.

REDENHALL, NORFOLK.
THE NORW ICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 3 Hours and 14 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ary.

A PEAL OF 5120 OXFORD TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 24 cwt.

C y r i l  J. B a rb e r . .  ..Treble  
W illia m  J. F l a t t  . .  . .  2 
E rn e s t  A. H e a d  . .  . .  3 
C h a r le s  R. C a tc h p o le  . 4 
Composed by H e n ry  D ain s .

G eorge G ow er . .  . .  5 
E rnest W hitin g  . .  . .  6 
L . Edward Etheridge . .  7 
C harles W . Loome . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by Ernest W h itin g .

USK, MONMOUTHSHIRE.
TH E  LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary-t h e -V i r g in ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PUDSEY SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 14J cwt. in F  sharp.

F . Eric R oberts . .  ..Treble
• F rederick R . H arris . .  2

M ichael P. M oreton . .  3
♦Jack R . W orrall . .  . .  4

•D onald G . C lift  . .  5 
• G eorge D avis . .  . .  6 
•W illiam  E. T h o m psett . .  7 
W ilfrid  F. M oreton . .  Tenor

Composed by A rthur K n ig h ts. Conducted by W ilfr id  F. M oreton.
* First peal in the method. First peal in the method on the bells, 

in the county, and for the Association.

BREWOOD, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR TH E ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch of SS. M ary and C had ,

A PEAL OF 5088 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 21 cwt. 3 qr. 23 lb.

C liv e  M. S m ith  . .  ..Treble  
R ic h a rd  J. W a r r ilo w  . .  2 

•Jo a n  B e re s fo rd  . .  . .  3 
J. D enn is H o ld e n  . .  4 

Composed by N. J . P i ts to w .

•D ennis Beresford . .  5 
•P eter Beresford . .  6 

A rthur Pritchard . .  7 
G eorge E. O liver  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by G eorge E. O liver .
• First peal of Surprise Major. First peal of Surprise M ajor as 

conductor.

CLARE, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and  21 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of SS. Peter and Paul,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 28 cwt. in D.

R o n a ld  W . S te w a rd  ..Treble  
•R o sem ary  S£abrooke . .  2 

W illia m  J. B u tto n  . .  3 
•S am u el J. T w i tc h e t t  . .  4 
Composed by C. M id d le to n .

• First peal of Surprise.

R onald G . Bugg . .  . .  5 
G eorge W . P ipe  . . . .  6 
U rban W . W ildney  . .  7 
E dward E. D avey . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by G eorge W. P ip e .

DAYBROOK, NOTTINGHAM.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours,
At  the C hurch o f  St . P aul,

A PEAL OF $120 SPLICED PLAIN & KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt. 36 lb. in G.

C le m e n t G le n n  . .  . .  Treble 
S am uel P in d e r  . .  . .  2 
R odney  H a r r is o n  . .  . .  3 
A lb e r t  T hom pson . .  . .  4  
Composed by A. J. P itm an .

Brian Bu sw ell  . .  . .  5 
P atrick P reston . .  . .  6 
Edward C . G obey . .  . .  7 
J. K enneth W agstaff . .  Tenor 

Conducted by C lement G lenn.
First peal of Spliced in these methods by all the band; also on the 

bells and by the Guild

DISS, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and 20 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5024 K EN T TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 23 cwt. 2 qr. 26 lb.

A lb e r t  G . H a rr is o n  ..Treble  
• B e tty  S y r e t t  . .  . .  2 
t  Jam es M o r le y  . ,  . .  3 
•L ew is B a tle y  . .  . .  4 
Composed by F re d e r ic k  D ench.

C harles R . C atchpole . .  5
H arry M oss ................... 6
F rederick C. R oper . .  7 
Ernest W hiting  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Ernest W hiting .
•  First peal on eight bells, t  First peal of Kent.

EDGBASTON, BIRMINGHAM.
ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch o f  St . Bartholomew ,

A PEAL OF 5008 DOUBLE NORW ICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 10J cwt. in A flat.

W il l ia m .C. D ow ding  ..Treble
F rank W . Perrens . .  2

•E velyn M . F letcher . .  3
J ohn S. M ason . .  . .  4

E dgar C. Shepherd . .  5 
Arthur V. P earson . .  6
J ohn P infold  ....................  7
G eorge E . F earn . .  . .T e n o r

Composed by H. D a i n s .  Conducted by F r a n k  W. P e r r e n s .
* First peal in the method.
Rung as a compliment to the Rev. Canon R. E. T. Allen, Vicar of 

Edgbaston, he having completed 25 years in the Ministry.

FAREHAM, HAMPSHIRE. 
rH E  W INCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952y in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S S . P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 14J cwt.

•R enee M arwood . .  ..Treble
Blanche M . Ball . .  2

• J ean H . Sturgess . .  . .  3
E. W in if re d  K eys . .  4

N orman J . Sm ith  . .  5
tALAN H . Sturgess . .  6
H arold A . N obes . .  7
J ohn H . H unt . .  . .T e n o r

Composed by J .  A r m i g e r  T r o l l o p e .  Conducted by J o io j  H .  H u n t .  
* First peal, t  First peal of Major, and first peal ‘ inside.’
Rung as a centenary peal for the Fareham Church of England 

School.

HENLEY, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat.. Dec. 27, 1952, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5056 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 8 cwt. 3 lb. in A flat.

G eorge Sayer ...................Treble
N olan G olden . .  . .  2 
R obert E. L ester . .  . .  3 
G eorge E. Symonds . .  4

Arthur G . Bason . .  . .  5 
G arnham A . Blaxcell . .  6 
H . W illiam  Barrett . .  7 
Bert G ogle ...................Tenor

Composed and Conducted by N o l a n  G o l d e n .
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LIGHTCLIFFE, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute, 
A t  the C hurch o f  S t .  M atthew ,

A PEAL OF 5024 K ENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 20 cwt. in E.

F ra n k  P o p p le w e ll  . .  . .Treble 
C l i f f o r d  A aro n  . .  . .  2 
A r th u r  R o g e rs  . .  . 3 
F ra n k  L in fo o t  . .  . .  4 
Composed by A. W ilso n .

G eoffrey C rossley . .  5 
Sydney H. Barron . .  . .  6
J ohn P earson ...................  7
A lbert W . Bond . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J ohn Pearson.
Believed to be the first peal on the bells for over 30 years.

SHERBORNE, DORSET.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS. 

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and 57 Minutes, 
A t the  A bbey C hurch of St . M ary-the-V irgin ,

A PEAL OF 5024 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 46 cwt. 5 lb. in B flat.

R ichard J. Bowden
G eorge P rescott 
P h ilip  W . W eeks 
R oger O. F ry

Conducted by R oger O. F ry.

•E ric Sutton . .  . .  ..Treble  
R eginald G . H ooper . .  2 
H arold L. P arfrey . .  3 
H arry J . G aylard . ,  4 

Composed by J. W. Barker.
• 50th peal.

SPALDING, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes 
At the C hurch of SS. M ary and N icholas,
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 16 cwt.
Bernard H. D alton 
C yril W ander 
W illiam A. R ichardson. .

SIX BELL PEALS
BELFAST.

THE IRISH ASSOCIATION.
(Northern District.)

On Mon., Feb. 11, 1952, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . D onard,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Ten Callings. Tenor 9 i cwt

J ean Stewart (17) ..Treble  
• H arry C hasty (18) 2 

F rank K ing ................... 3

W ilma Hoey (16) 
R onnie K ing 
Ann M ercer (18)

4
. .  5 
. .  Tenor

Conducted by F rank K ing .
• First peal.
Rung in honour of the accession of H.M. Queen Elizabeth II.

OXTED. SURREY.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Nov. 29, 1952, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h b  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary-t h e -V i r g in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being an extent each of: Norwich Surprise. Cambridge Surprise, 
Double Oxford, St. Clement’s, Oxford Treble Bob. Kent Treble Bob 
and Plain Bob. Tenor 12 cwt. 2 lb.
W illia m  G. P a te r n o s te r  Treble I L eo n ard  A. T id y  . .  . .  4 
H ild e g a rd  I. G. B ird  . .  2 ! Jam es W . K n ig h t . .  . .  5
M ary F uller .................... 3 R alph Bird ....................Tenor

Conducted by R alph Bird .

LLANFRECHFA, MONMOUTHSHIRE.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Fri., Dec. 12, 1952, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f All  Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven 720’s. Tenor 8 cwt.
•D a v id  J . F. Jam es (13) Treble L e s lie  F . G. Bainham  . .  4 

B ry n le y  J . P a r ry  . .  2 R ev. Iv o r  J . R ic h a rd s  . .  5 
D o n a ld  G . C la rk e  . .  3 R o b e rt E. R. S m ith  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R o b e rt  E. R. Sm ith.
•  First peal.
Rung in honour of the 87th birthday of Mr. J. W. Jones.

GILLETT
A N D

5
6 
7

Tenor

J ohn G . A mes ....................Treble
R onald C. N oon . .  2
G eorge W. M ills . . . 3 
Aubrey D . M ills . . . .  4 . Stanley E. Bennett . .  Tenor 
Composed by F. Bennett. Conducted by Stanley E. Bennett.

Rung as a silver wedding compliment to Mr. and Mrs. S. E. 
Bennett.

The treble ringer has now ‘ circled the tower ’ three times.

JOHNSTON
L IM IT E D

No matter in which comer o f the country you 

happen to be, as likely as not you will come across 

Gillett and Johnston bells or tower clocks.

Gillett and Johnston craftsmanship is embodied in 

an all-embracing service—as much in the preservation 

and restoration of old rings o f antiquarian interest 

as in the installation o f new.



22 THE RINGING WORLD January 9, 1953

STANWELL, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sal., Dec. 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . M ary, T he Blessed  V irg in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Being 720 each of Grandsire, Reverse St. Bartholomew and Reverse 
Canterbury; 120 each of St. Nicholas’, St. Simon’s, St. M artin’s and 
Plain Bob, and 600 each of Norfolk, April Day, Old and Plain Bob. 

Tenor 13 cwt. 14 lb.
•A lan Cooke ....................Treble I F rank T. Blagrove . .  3-4

M ichael H atchett . .  2 | Brian T aylor ....................  5
R obert G. L ay . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by F rank T . Blagrove.
* First peal. Fastest peal on the bells. Conductor becomes first 

to * circle ’ the tower.

WHETSTONE, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Dec. 19, 1952, in 2 Hours and 30 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . Peter,
A  PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

In four methods, being one extent each of St. Clement’s Bob and 
Oxford Treble Bob, two of Kent Treble Bob and three of Plain Bob. 

(C.C.C. Nos. 102; 150; 151, 150; 37, 34, 52.)
Tenor 6 cwt. 1 qr. 17 lb. in A.

Peter J . T homas . .  
E. C harles T urner 

‘ Brian G . W arw ick . .

4
5

Tenor

F rederick W atson . .  ..Treble  
W inifred  M . Burton . .  2 
E rnest M orris . .  . .  3

Conducted by Brian G. W arwick.
* First peal in four Minor methods.
Rung half-muffled in memoriam Thomas Shenton, for 50 years a 

ringer and 15 years a verger at this church.

BOBBING, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 2 Hours and 39 Minutes,
At  the Church of St. Bartholomew ,

A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 
Being two extents each of Oxford Bob and St. Clement’s, and one each 
of Oxford and Kent Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 9£ cwt. in A flat.
Bert W . M ay . .  . 
Stanley V . R ayfield 
F rancis J . C heal

C . A ubrey H arrison 
H arry H all . .  
J ack Bray . .

4
5

, Tenor

•H enry W illow s . .  . .  Treble
•G wen R u s b y ....................  2

Frank Bloomfield  . .  3
Conducted by J ack Bray.

* First peal in seven methods.

WEST KEAL, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

(Eastern Branch.)
On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,

A t  the C hurch of St . H elen ,
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 

Being twelve six-scores of Grandsire and ten 360’s of Plain Bob. 
Tenor 15 cwt.

A u d rey  S m ith  . .  ..Treble  G eo rg e  P a rk e r  . .  . .  4 
G . A n g u s D ixon  . .  . .  2 R u s s e l l  B a r r a t t  . .  . .  5 

•R ic h a rd  B a iley  . .  . .  3 t  A r th u r  A . C u r t i s  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by G . A n g u s D ixon.

* First peal * inside.’ f  First peal.
Rung as a compliment to  the Vicar, the Rev. —. Arnold, who was 

inducted on December 18th.

.Treble Stanley M. Evans . .  . .  4
2 G eorge K enward . .  . .  5
3 G eorge A. N aylor . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by G eorge A. N aylor.
Rung on the 21st anniversary of his ordination as priest of the 

Vicar, the Rev. V. F . Hall, M.A.

WALTHAM, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 20, 1952, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,
A t th e  C hurch of All  Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one extent each o f : Cambridge Surprise, Oxford and Kent Treble 

Bob, Double Oxford, Single Oxford, St. Clement’s and Plain Bob. 
Tenor 11 cwt.

APSLEY END, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On M on., Dec. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED SURPRISE M INOR 
In 32 methods, being one 720 each o f :—(i) Hanley, Milton, Allen­
dale, Westminster, (ii) Lightfool, Wearmouth, Rossendale, Stamford, 
Annable’s London, Netherseale. (iii) Northumberland, Carlisle, Sandi- 
acre. (iv) Chester, Munden, Alnwick, Newcastle, (v) London, Wells, 
Cunecastre. (vi) Beverley, Berwick, Hexham, Surfleet, York, Durham, 
(vii) Cambridge, Norfolk, Ipswich, Primrose, Hull, Bourne. With 

112 changes of method. Tenor 14} cwt.
J oe H obbs 
W illiam  C . H ughes 
Augustin V. G ood

.Treble W illia m  J. P u d d ifo o t  . .  4
2 T erence G. M orton 5
3 W alter A yre .................. .. Tenor

Conducted by W alter A yre.
First peal in 32 methods on the bells, by all the band, in  the county, 

and by the Association.
Rung as a welcome to the new Vicar, the Rev. J. H. Dominey, 

who was inducted on December 3rd. The band wish to  associate 
Mr. E . J. Upton with this peal, for he had been in  the previous 
attempts, but had to work on this occasion.

KENN, DEVONSHIRE.
THE GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.

On M on., Dec. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 M inutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . Andrew ,

A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR
Being one extent of Cambridge Surprise, and two each of Oxford 
Treble Bob, Kent Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 13J cwt. in F .

• E d w a r d  W. B i f f i n  
* tJ o H N  L. S. G l a n v i l l  

{ E l i z a b e t h  B r o w n

..Treble  ‘ F re d e r ic k  W re fo rd  . .  4
2 E. M aurice A tk ins . .  5
3 f Brian P idgeon . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by E. M aurice A tk ins .
* First peal in four methods, t  25th peal together. + 25th peal.
Rung on the Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle in honour o f the 

ordination to Holy Orders of Capt. the Rev. J. M. Scott, R .N., Ret. 
(deacon) and the Rev. J  G . M. Scott, B.A. (priest), father and son, 
who was ordained at Exeter Cathedral on Sunday, December 21st.

BACKFORD, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed.. Dec. 24, 1952, in 2 Hours and 39 Minutes*
At  the C hurch o f  St . O sw ald ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one 2,160 of Kent Treble Bob and four 720’s of Plain Bob.

Tenor 10 cwt. in G sharp.
G eorge F . Sperring 

•Betty G r iffith s 
Shirley  G olding

.Treble J. B e n ja m in  B u d d  . .  . .  4
2 E r i c  E d m o n d s o n  . .  . .  5
3 Brian H arris ....................Tenor

Conducted by Brian H arris.
* First extent of Kent ‘ inside.’ First peal in two Minor methods 

by all the band.
Rung as a wedding compliment to Michael Cornall and Sylvia 

Golding, who were married on December 20th, a peal on that date 
being unsuccessful.

OXFORD.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On M on., Dec. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 52 M inutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . T homas,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different extents. Tenor 10 cwt. approx.
‘L inda R. Binnington ..Treble

2
D o u g la s  O. W ilk s  . .  4 
H a r ry  P. F lo y d  r .  . .  5 
A la n  R . P ink  ....................Tenor

‘ A m y  R o d w e l l  
tN oR M A N  C h a m b e r l a i n  . .  3

Conducted by A l a n  R. P in k .
* First peal, t  First peal ‘ inside.’
Rung for the Feast of St. Thomas.

HUNTON, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., Dec. 24, 1952, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r y ,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR 
Tenor 15 cwt.

Peter C. W right . .  ..Treble  
F rank P . W right . .  . .  2 

•G eoffrey W . A shdow n  3
Conducted by R e g in a ld  L . S i l l s .  

* First peal of Cambridge.

W illia m  R. M a n se r  . .  4 
L u th e r  J. H o n ess  . .  . .  5 
R e g in a ld  L. S i l l s  . .  . .  Tenor
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ASTON CLINTON, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ichael and A ll A ngels,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being ten extents, differently called, three times repeated, and a 240. 

Tenor 13 cwt.
‘ Joan  M. R a n d a l l  . .  ..Treble  W a l te r  L ee ................... 4
t  Bernard Collins . .  2 H arry C. J ones . .  . .  5 
‘ D onald G. W heeler . . 3 ‘ A rthur J . W h ite . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by W alter Lee .
* First peal, f  First peal away from treble.

HOLYWELL, HUNTINGDONSHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Dec. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
* At the C hurch o f St . J ohn-the-Baptist,

A PEAL OF 5040 TREBLE BOB MINOR
Being an extent each of Beverley, Annable’s, Norwich, Ipswich and 

Cambridge Surprise apd Oxford and Kent Treble Bob.
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 25 lb.

• J ohn R . G . Spicer Treble
E. J ack P arish . . . .  2 
A rthur C lements . .  3

F rank W arrington 
F rank W . L ack 
H arold S. P eacock

* 25th peal.
Conducted by F rank W arrington.

‘ G eorge A. Ingleby . .  Treble 
‘ W illiam  H . D ale . .  . . 2
C ecil W ade ....................  3

Conducted by J ames H. M usson .
* First peal in seven methods.

. .  4 

. .  5 
. .  Tenor

BARKSTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one extent each of Double Court, Single Court, St. Clement’s, 
Kent Treble Bob, Oxford Treble Bob, Single Oxford, and Plain 
Bob Tenor 13 cwt. 13 lb.

D enis A. F rith  . .  . .  4 
G eorge W . C reasey . .  5 
J ames H . M usson . .  . . Tenor

DISLEY, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours,
At the C hurch of St . M ary-the-V iroin ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 81 cwt.
• D o ro th y  R ow botham  ..Treble  i tMRS. W. P enny  . .  . .  4 
fMRS. E: V. P a rk e r  . .  2 j A lb e r t  B a n c ro f t  . .  . .  5 
Jam es A. M iln e r  . .  . .  3 S tephen  W. J. P enny . .  Tenor

Conducted by Stephen W. J. P enny.
* First peal, f  First peal ‘ inside ’ and in the method.

KNUTSFORD, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD 

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . J ohn-the-Baptist.

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 12} cwt.

R o n a ld  H o u g h  . .  ..Treble  | S idney H o u g h , ju n . . .  4 
M rs . S idney H o u g h  . .  2 | N orm an H o u g h  . .  . .  5 

•M rs . R o n a ld  H o u g h  . .  3 Sidney H o u g h , sen . . .  Tenor 
Conducted by S idney H o u g h , sen .

* First peal.
Rung to celebrate the golden wedding of Mr. and Mrs. S. Hough, 

sen., on October 22nd, 1952. Rung by father, three sons and two 
daughters-in-law.

LITTLE ASTON, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 

On Sat., Dec. 27, 1952, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . Peter,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB DOUBLES 
Being 42 extents. Tenor 9 cwt. 13 lb. in A.

‘G eoffrey E. P ugh (14) Treble
tJANN Barr ....................  2

M ichael W . F airey . .  3

t  Bryan E . C arson . .  . .  4 
§Clive  M. Sm ith  . .  . .  5 
*F. T. W arrington (13) . .  Tenor 

Conducted by A nn Barr.
* First peal, t  First peal ‘ inside.’ t  First peal in the method. 

§ 50th peal. First peal as conductor. First peal of Plain Bob Doubles 
on the bells.

Rung for the Nativity, and to  mark the first year of Rev. Henry H. 
Follis as Vicar of the parish. Also as a 16th birthday compliment 
to Miss Ann Barr.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS



THE RINGING WORLD24

‘THE RINGING WORLD’
The Official Journal of the Central 

Council of Church Bell Ringers

E d i t o r i a l  O f f i c e :  c / o  Woodbridge Press, 
Ltd., Guildford, Surrey.

S u b sc r ip tio n  R a te s  : One year, £1 2s. 6 d .; 
six months, 11s. 8d.; three months, 6s. Send 
remittances to Mr. J. E. Jeater, 11, Franks- 
wood Avenue, Petts Wood, Kent.

Central Council o f Church Bell Ringers.

H on. S e c re ta ry  an d  T re a s u r e r :  E . A. 
B a rn e t t ,  26, Iron Mill Lane, Crayford, 
Kent (Phone Bexleyheath 8689).

E ditorial Co m m it te e :—
J. F ra n k  S m allw o o d  (convener), 122, Lee 

Road, Blackheath, London, S.E.3.
Fra nk . I. H airs.
J o seph  T . D yke .
H arold J . Poole.

E d i to r :  T. W . W h ite .

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL.
While there has been an excellent response, 

some ringers have neglected to send their an­
nual subscription to Mr. J . E. Jeater, 11, 
Frankswood Avenue, Petts Wood, Kent. New 
postal subscribers are welcome. Subscription 
rates are printed above.

A correspondent asked us m m  r r u  "V 
the other week if we would H l l L r K l  
publish a list of ringing 
families We regret that our space would 
not permit such an extensive catalogue. It 
is with pleasure, however, that we record 
the family peal rung at Knutsford on Decem­
ber 27th by a fathei, three sons and two daugh­
ters-in-law in honour of the golden wedding of 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Hough.

Mr. George E. Symonds took part in two 
peals on December 27th. He is 78 years young !

Miss Patricia M. Clarke celebrated her 16th 
birthday with a peal of Spliced Surprise Major 
in three methods.

St. Nicolas’ Society of Ringers by playing 
carols on handbells in and around Guildford 
collected the sum of £7 for their Belfry Fund.

Stories of lucky peals are legion. Here is one 
from Lightcliffe, Yorkshire. As the bells were 
being lowered in peal the rope of the third 
broke.

After the peal at Bobbing. Kent, rung on 
the 21st anniversary of his ordination as priest, 
the Vicar, the Rev. V. H. Hall, kindly enter­
tained the band to tea. The ringers would like 
to say ‘ Thank you ’ to the Vicar and Mrs. Hall.

As is our custom, we hope to publish in an 
early issue the list of ringers who rang 40 or 
more peals during 1952. Particulars required 
are : Name, town, tower peals, number con­
ducted, handbell peals, number conducted.

First quarters by new bands always make 
tonic reading. Wordsley. Staffordshire, recently 
recruited a band of nine ladies and three 
brothers for a tower that had been silent for 
many years. Mr. H. V. Cooper, the tutor of 
the band, has now passed his first milestone 
with the band ringing their first quarter. And 
now for the peal.

January 9, 1953

r n c c i o  The peal of s P|iced ,SurI r U S M J r  prise Minor in 32 methods 
at Apsley End on December 

22nd was rung at the fifth attempt. On two 
occasions the peal was lost through light 
failure through someone interfering with the 
switch. At the last attempt the band was in the 
middle of the sixth 720 when someone fused 
some of the lights in the church by pulling out 
the tower fuse. No chances were taken in the 
fifth attempt as a number of night-lights were 
lit and distributed around the tower.

The ringer of the fourth in the peal of Kent 
Treble Bob at Mottram was M r. J. R. Heap 
and not as printed.

A pleasant surprise awaited the ringers after 
the peal at Barkston, Lines, in that M r. Dale 
had prepared an excellent tea for the ringers, 
which was thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated.

The members of the band who rang the peal 
at Oxted on November 29th were extremely 
grateful to Mr. W. G. Paternoster, who stood 
in the peal a t ten minutes’ notice and so saved 
disappointment, as one of the ringers was unable 
to attend owing to ill-health.

The band who rang the peal of Cambridge 
M ajor at Clare, Suffolk, on December 27th, 
specially congratulated 16-year-old Miss Rose­
mary Seabrooke, who rang faultlessly through­
out. It was her first peal of Cambridge, for 
which chances of practice are very limited at 
Clare. Great credit is due to M r. Sam Twit- 
chett, her instructor.

Christmas Day was a happy occasion for the 
band at Paul, near Penzance. The bells here 
were installed three years ago and the band 
received their first instruction in method ring­
ing about twelve months ago from Mr. Harry 
Miles, of Carbis Bay, who made the journey of 
some 16 miles every week to instruct them. 
To Mr. Miles they express their thanks.

TH E W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL F O U N D R Y

ESTABLISHED
1570

j—

I ?

MEARS & STAINBAN1
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.l
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
Tenor 82 cwt.•

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES

Etc.

MUFFLES
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MR. HAROLD J
A  FORTNIGHT ago we announced that Mr. 

Harold J. Poole, of Leicester, had rung 
his 1,000th peal with a peal, which ranks as a 
first achievement, of Spliced Surprise Maximus 
in ten methods.

The shortage of ringer^ during the First 
World War. when Mr. Poole was a choirboy 
a t Bitteswell. Leicestershire, a six-bell tower, 
introduced him to ringing. Here, in 1916, he 
was taught to handle a bell by Mr. Tom Briggs, 
the verger. ,

In 1917 his family moved to Leicester and 
Harold, with his father and brother Ernest, be­
came members of the St. Mary-de-Castro 
tower. Under the guidance of the steeple- 
keeper. William Millar, he learned to ring 
Grandsire Doubles. For the next 18 months he 
rang practically nothing else but by attending 
the weekly practice and Sunday service ringing 
regularly he gained a solid foundation in the 
simple method upon which his ringing career 
was to be built. Very often he would stand 
on the roof of St. Mary’s and listen with amaze­
ment to the wonderful striking of the ring of 
ten at St. M artin’s (afterwards Leicester Cathe­
dral) little thinking what the future held in 
store for him at that tower.

THE CHOICE 
A decision which influenced Mr. Poole’s after 

life was made in July 1919, when the bells of 
St. Mary-de-Castro’s were condemned as un­
safe to ring. He was then a member of the 
choir and it was a choice between ringing and 
singing. Mr. Poole’s choice was ringing and 
he became a member of St. M artin’s band. 
Here he camc under the very critical ear and 
eye of Frederick H. Dexter, the conductor. 
Mr. Dexter very quickly realised this youngster’s 
aptitude for learning the more difficult methods 
and for conducting. Enthusiasm was soon 
whipped up by the tireless efforts of Harry 
Broughton, then the secretary of the St. M artin’s 
band, and it bccame a question for decision— 
Rugby football or ringing on a Saturday after­
noon? Kinging was the first choice and that 
decision has never been regretted.

Mr. Poole rang his first peal (Stedman Triples) 
at Stoney Stanton on July 3rd. 1920. and by 
May. 1923, had completed his first century. By 
this time he had developed his ability as a con­
ductor and before he was 21 years old con­
ducted the long length of 12,896 Cambridge 
Surprise Major at Stoney Stanton. His second 
century was completed in 1925 and in November 
of that year he joined the Leicester City Police 
Force. This completely retarded his progress 
in peal ringing and his average number of 
peals for the next 16 years was eight peals a 
year.

WITH THE PYE BROTHERS 
Whilst at New Scotland Yard on a special 

detective course in 1930. Mr. Poole rang his 
first peal of Spliced Surprise Major. It was 
in the four standard methods and conducted by 
the late William Pye. Mention of the latter 
recalls one of the most, thrilling week-ends of 
his ringing career when he staved with the late 
Mr. Charles T. C olei and Mrs. Coles. He 
■took part in his first peal of Cambridge Sur­
prise Maximus on the Saturday, conducted a 
handbell peal of Stedman Cinques (G. R. Pye’s 
900th peal) on the Sunday afternoon and after 
tea rang courses of London, Cambridee. Super­
lative and Bristol Surprise M ajor and Cam- 
brid<>c Royal on handbells. This was said to 
be the first time Cambridge Surprise Royal had 
been rung on handbells. Those taking part 
were the brothers Pye and the brothers Gofton, 
of Whitley Bay. It was, indeed, a great privi­
lege for the young ringer to be in. such com­
pany and is a treasured memory.

' In 1937, when the new ring of 13 bells was 
put in at Leicester Cathedral, he was elected 
Ringing Master there in place of his tutor. 
Frederick H. Dexter. The Cathedral band

POOLE JOINS THE

under his leadership have made continuous 
progress and it is really remarkable when one 
considers present day achievements there to 
think they have only had twelve bells since 
1937 and that period included the war time 
years when there was no ringing.

M r. Poole has many achievements to his 
credit and amongst them may be mentioned 
that he was the first person to conduct Cam­
bridge Surprise Minor to Maximus on tower 
bells and also on handbells, and has since con­
ducted Minor to Maximus in this method in 
one day. He has conducted the first peal of 
Stedman Triples, Caters and Cinques by a 
police band and the first of Stedman Cinques 
by a band of married couples. He has taken 
part in and conducted many of the first peals 
in the various Surprise methods. Major, Royal 
and Maximus, for the Leicester Diocesan Guild.

PRESIDENT OF TWO GUILDS
In spite of his prolific peal ringing activities 

he has found time for much work on behalf of 
his territorial Association. As a young man 
he was at one time the Leicester District sec­
retary of the Midland Counties Association and 
later represented that Association on the Cen­
tral Council.

He was the principal founder of the Leicester 
Diocesan Guild and was elected first president in 
1946, which office he has held to date. Special 
mention may be made of his encouragement to 
young ringers and his particular thought for 
the welfare and comfort of visitors. Indeed, 
the traditional Leicester social events are in no 
small measure due to his unlimited enthusiasm.

In 1941 Mr. Poole was installed as a lay- 
canon of Leicester Cathedral and in this capacity 
has taken full advantage of the opportunitv to 
btring the work of the Diocesan Guild of 
Ringers to the notice of the officials and clergy 
of the Diocese. Few Guilds can boast of closer 
contact in this respect and the Lord Bishop 
himself regularly attends ringing functions and 
the annual meeting of the Guild.

Mr. Poole was a founder of the Police Guild 
of Ringers. He was elected the first honorary 
secretary in 1931 and held that office for 16 
years. He was then made president and has 
occupied that office for the past five years.

He represents the Leicester Diocesan Guild 
on the Central Council and has not missed a 
meeting since his appointment as a delegate. 
He is a member of the Standing Committee and 
was elected to ‘ The Ringing World ’ Committee 
two years ago.

1,000 PEALERS
CONDUCTED 704 PEALS 

Many persons have realised various ambitions 
under his able conducting. In this connection 
his records show that progress by different 
people has been maintained throughout. In the 
704 peals he has conducted there are no less 
than 932 ‘ firsts ’ of various kinds, including 
his own.

He has taken part in peals for 29 different 
Associations and his tower bell peals have been 
rung in 108 different towers. He has rung each 
bell to a peal at Anstey. Claybrooke, Enderby, 
Gilmorton, Leicester Cathedral. Stoney Stanton 
and the Loughborough Bell Foundry. At the 
last-mentioned campanile he is well known, 
having rung 191 peals there. Including those on 
the old ring of ten at Leicester Cathedral he 
has rung 128 there.

Only on two occasions has he been on ringing 
tours. In 1930 he went with the late William 
Willson’s party to Ostend and in one day rang 
two handbell peals, one in Belgium and one in 
France. An attempt for a third on the same 
day in Holland unfortunately came to grief.

The Irish tour he arranged in 1949 will still 
be in the memory of many, particularly the 
Leicester ringers and those who went with them.

HIS 1,000 PEALS
ON TOWER BELLS 

Minor.—Grandsire and Plain Bob. rung 1; 
Cambridge Surprise, rung 6 (conducted 3); 
York Surprise 1 (1); London Surprise 1 (1). 

Triples.—Grandsire 2 (1): Stedman 71 (50). 
Major.—Plain Bob (inc. 13 440) 2 : Little 

Bob 1 : Kent Treble Bob 3; Double Norwich 
Court Bob 5 (1): Duffield 1. Surprise : Lincoln­
shire 8 (8) ;  Bognor 1 (1); York 1 (1); 
New Cambridge 4 (1): Cambridge (inc. 12.896) 
105 (57); Superlative 58 (35); London 72 (56); 
Bristol 74 (61): Real Double Superlative 1: 
Yorkshire 38 (31): Wigston 2 (1); Pudsey 2 
(2); Stanton 1 (1): Rochester 2 (2): Bedford 2 
(2): Dublin 2 (2): Belgrave 3 (2); Aldenham
4 (4); Leicestershire 1 (1): Rutland 6 (5); 
Premier 2 (2): Watford 1 (1): Whitwick 1 (1); 
Lyme 2 (2); Spliced, 4 methods 6 (3); Spliced,
6 methods. 1.

Caters.—Grandsire 4 (3): Stedman 39 (19). 
Royal.—Plain Bob 1 : Kent Treble Bob 2 (1). 

Surprise: Cambridge 59 (38): Lincolnshire 1 
(1): Lindsey 2 (2) : Goldsborough 1: Leicester
2 (I): Pudsey 2 (2): York 3 (3): Melton
1 (1): Yorkshire 19 (11): Rochester 2 (2); 
Bedford 1 (1); New Cambridge 3 (2): Belgrave
2 (2): Albanian 2 (2); Aldenham 3 (2); Leices­
tershire 1 (I) : Rutland 1 (1): Wye 1 (I) ; 
Metropolitan 2 (2): Spliced. 2 methods, 2 (2).

Cinques.—Grandsire 1 : Stedman 26 (15). 
Maximus.—Kent Treble Bob 1. Surprise: 

Cambridge 30 (18): New Cambridee 3 (3); 
Yorkshire 23 (14): York 1 (1): Buckingham­
shire 1 (1): Superlative 4 (4): Buckineham 1 
(1): Pudsey 2 (1): Rochester 1 (1): Bedford
1 (1); Lindsey .1 (IV. Lincolnshire 1 (1): Bel­
grave 1 (1): Albanian 2 (2): Wigston 1 (1): 
Leicestershire 1 (1): Aldenham 2 fl>: Bristol
2 (2): Rutland (Belvoir) 1 (1) Soliced Sur­
prise: 2 methods 1 O ): 3 methods 1 (1): 4 
methods 2 (1): 6 methods 1 (1): 7 methods 1 
(1) :  8 methods 2 (1) :  10 methods 1 (1).

Total on tower bells.—766, conducted 517.
ON HANDBELLS 

Minor.—Cambridae Surprise 2 (2).
Triples.—Grandsire 3 (1): Stedman 23 (20). 
Caters.—Grandsire 4 (3>: Stedman 60 (47). 
Cinques.—Grandsire 1 (11: Stedman 49 (43). 
M aio r—Plain Bob 16 (10): Kent Treble Bob 

13 (12): Double Norwich Court Bob 2 (1). Sur­
prise: Cambridge 13 (10): Superlative 1 (1); 
Yorkshire 1 (1).

Royal.—Plain Bob 15 (11); Double Bob I ; 
Kent Treble Bob 10 (8). Surprise: Cambridge 
8 (6): Yorkshire 2 (2).

(Continued on page 27)
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UNIVERSITIES ASSOCIATION’S WINTER REUNION
DR. HATCHER AND THE SECRETARYSHIP — PROGRESS AT MANCHESTER & ST. ANDREW’S — 

EIGHT MARRIAGES AMONG MEMBERS — 250 ACTIVE RINGERS
T H E  announcement of the impending retire­

ment of Dr. E. S. John Hatcher, as hon. 
secrbtary of the Universities Association, was 
made at the annual dinner in London on 
January 2nd. A company of fifty attended 
the function, and there was ringing earlier in 
the day at St. Mary’s, Willesden, St. Dun- 
stan’s, Stepney, and St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch.

The Rev. Meredith Davies conducted the 
service at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, and gave 
the address. The president (Mr. E. H. Lewis) 
read the lesson.

At the dinner the president presided and, 
after an excellent repast, proposed the loyal 
toast. Mr. Paul L. Taylor gave the toast of 
‘ Church and State ’ and contrasted conditions 
in the relationship of these two bodies 80 
years ago, as told him by his uncle, and the 
present happy position in which both bodies 
worked together. It was important that the 
young people present should see that that re­
lationship was maintained.

A witty reply came from  the Rev. Gilbert 
Thurlow. who in the process endeavoured to 
sell copies of his new parish magazine to the 
gullible among the company, and offered his 
magazine to the Editor in exchange for a free 
copy of ‘ The Ringing World ’ for the next 
twelve months.

The new Master of the Ancient Society of 
College Youths, Mr. F. E. Collins, proposed 
the health of ' The Universities Association.’ 
He said, according to the register of the Cen­
tral Council, the Ancient Society of College 
Youths would be considered the grandfather 
of all ringing Associations in the Council, and 
according to the same register the Universities 
Association was the youngest. During the ten 
years of their existence they had grown into 
a very hefty infant. They had watched their 
progress in ‘ The Ringing World,’ and from 
their peals they had seen the announcements 
of their engagements, weddings and recently 
they had noted that some of them had be­
come family men and worflen.

Following the art of change ringing was like 
a farmer with a piece of land. They could not 
get anything out of land without putting some­
thing into it to  make the land sweet and 
good seed. It was exactly the same with ring­
ing : the more one put into it the greater the 
enjoyment. The best would never be got out 
of ringing without putting in a great deal of 
hard work, but it was well worth while in the 
end. He wished the Universities Association 
every success in 1953, and coupled with the 
toast the name of Dr. Hatcher.

In reply, Dr. Hatcher said, as they all 
knew, their formal activities were the ringing 
week and the annual dinner. At Nottingham 
they had a very fine week, and in that respect 
he would apologise for the delay in the pub­
lication of the report of that week in ‘ The 
Ringing World." It was not the fault of the 
Editor. On the other hand, he was re­
assured by one member that the report im­
proved with keeping, and it was well worth 
while as it revived happy memories. As to 
the dinner, they had ten universities and two 
university colleges represented that evening.

TEN PEALS
The Universities Association did not often 

appear in the peal columns, and only about ten 
peals had been rung that year. Nevertheless 
the peals rung had been quite interesting. 
There was a handbell peal at Birmingham by 
four members and a tower peal at Leicester by

four U.A. members at the University College 
at Leicester. The two peals a t Manchester 
were mostly by Manchester University mem­
bers. There were three peals rung during 
their week out of eight attempts, and one was 
a special peal at Trowell, where their president 
(Mr. E. H. Lewis) learnt to ring many years 
ago Another University peal was in Devon­
shire, mainly through the initiative of Mr. 
Atkins, and lately they had had two handbell 
peals rung a t Oxford.

They extended their special congratulations 
to their members at Manchester University, 
who now had their own Society and had rung 
the first peal of Owen’s College Bob. A big 
step forward was the formation of the St. An­
drew’s Society. At this University it was 
necessary to have 20 members before a Uni­
versity Society could be recognised. Condi­
tions at St. Andrew’s were not so easy, but it 
was evident that the members there were 
‘ doing their stuff.’ At Southampton a keen 
U.A. member was enlisting support from fel­
low students and had three men and six girls 
who had wished to joifi. He hoped that some 
of the older members of the Association living 
in that area would give this new group what 
help they could.

A CHALLENGE TO BIRMINGHAM
Last year they expressed the hope that a 

Society would , be started at Birmingham. 
Members there had rung one peal. Birming­
ham was a very great ringing centre and had 
a large undergraduate population. It should 
be possible to get a University Society started 
there.

As the Master of the Ancient Society of 
College Youths reminded them, they were ap­
proaching their 10th birthday, and some of 
them could be quite proud that they were 
founder members. He believed there were 
eight couples who had married as the result 
of finding themselves together through being 
ringers, and there were some more well on the 
way. Since the formation of the Society, over 
400 members had joined and they now had 
about 250 active members.

The toast of ‘ The Exercise ’ was proposed 
by Mr. Rodney Meadows, who said that a 
young man came up to their belfry and said 
he wanted to  learn to ring. They told him 
there was a lot of blood and sweat in the 
initial stages, but in the end one would find 
it was well worth while. If ever he went 
away from home and heard the sound of 
bells and went to the ringing chamber he 
would find himself among friends. That was 
a thing to be grateful for, as he had come 
back to London after two years in the wilds 
of the Western Region of British Railways. 
First he went to Stratford-on-Avon, then Birm­
ingham, Oxford, South Wales, Shrewsbury and 
Bristol. Everywhere he had been he had rung 
and found himself among friends.

In his own tower he made a suggestion on 
practice night that they should follow the 
example of the choir and practise the methods 
they could perform on the following Sunday. 
The captain of the tower did not think the 
idea was very practical.

The Editor of ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ in his 
reply, thought that from the evidence before 
him the Exercise was in a healthy state and 
making progress. In the last two days he had 
received quarter peals from three local bands 
rung in towers that had been silent for many 
years. That denoted far more progress than 
many of the peals that were being rung.

THE COMPANY
Those present were: Birmingham University, 

Rev. M. C. C . ' Melville, R. L. Savory; Bristol, 
Ivor H. Trueman, Miss Heather Tesson, G. 
Beynon, E. S. John H atcher; Cambridge, Rev. 
A. G. G. Thurlow, A. S. Watt, R . F . B. Speed, 
Mrs. Anne Speed, E. H . Lewis, E. J. Lindley, 
Dr. F . S. Poole.

London, A. Blair, Miss M. Fuller, R. L. 
Sills, Miss Janet M. Besant. G. F . Carter, D. K.. 
Adkin; Loughborough College, D. S. H arris; 
Leicester U.C., John H ill; Manchester, D. V. 
Moreton, W. L. Robinson.

Oxford, R. J. Cook, Rev. C. G. Woodhead, 
Miss Frances Edgar, D. L. Mozley, Miss R. 
M. K. How, P. C. Wright, Miss Shirley Rymer, 
R. B. Meadows; Queensland, Australia, T. E. 
R ichards; Reading, Miss Marie R. C ross; 
Sheffield, P. L. Taylor, C. McGuiness, Rev. K. 
W. H. Felstead; Wales, J. D. R ock; Durham , 
Rev. K. S. Davis.

Guests.—The Master of the Ancient Society 
of College Youths (Mr. F . E. Collins), Master 
of the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths 
(Mr. G. H. Cross). Mr. A. A. Hughes and the 
Editor of ‘ The Ringing World.’ Wives and 
friends: Mrs. P. L. Taylor, Mrs. C. McGuiness, 
W. T. Cook, Mr. and Mrs. T. Francis.

THE ANNUAL M EETING
The President, who presided, said that Dr. 

Hatcher had intimated that he would like to  
give up the position of secretary next year when 
the normal triennial election took place. This 
was due to pressure of work. The committee 
considered the matter and felt it would be a 
good thing to appoint a  secretary-designate.

Miss M. Cross proposed and M r. R . F . B. 
Speed seconded the election of M r. Brian 
Threlfall as secretary-designate. This was car­
ried unanimously.

Apologies were received from the Rev. 
Meredith Davies (Vicar of Shoreditch), Miss 
D. Colgate (secretary of the Ladies’ Guild), Mr. 
York-Bramble, Instr.-Comdr. R. G. Cross, 
Major Freeborn, Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Woolley, 
Rev. J. LI. Edwards, Mr. J. Dyke and Mr. 
J. H. C. Hooton.

The hon. treasurer’s financial statement 
showed that the year started with a balance in 
hand of £9 13s. 4d. and finished with a balance 
of £12 9s. lOd.

New members elected w ere: Birmingham, 
Miss Rena Dunkeld; Bristol, D. Marshall. M. 
Sprackling, T. Edwards, J. Lindem an; Cam­
bridge. Miss Jean Abercrombie, J. H. Fielding, 
R. J. W. Housden, R. B. Morris, D . J. Wood- 
ham s; London, Miss B. Smith, Miss B. M. 
Boyle, Miss Ruth Paton, Miss E. Emmerson, 
Miss M. Pride, Miss P. Rand, D. K. Adkins, 
R. W. M orant, C. H. Barlow, J. D . Cobbett,
D. G. Filmer, T. K ille : Manchester, T. W. 
Mason, D. V. M oreton; Oxford, R. G. Turner, 
Rev. G. H. B. Andrews; St. Andrew’s. Miss B. 
Marshall, A. H. Batten; Durham, W. Smith.

The hon. secretary reported that the Society 
had something like 250 active members. F o r 
the 1953 Oxford Week accommodation had 
been booked at Springfield and the cost would 
be about the same as the Nottingham Week. 
The dates would be from Friday, August 14th, 
to Saturday, August 22nd.

The annual dinner was fixed for January 
1st. 1954, the venue to be the same as 1953.

The President proposed a vote of thanks to  
the Rev. Meredith Davies for taking the service 
and to the incumbents and steeplekeepers of the 
towers visited for their services.
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LETTERS TO
DICK W HITTINGTON’S BELLS

Dear Sir,—I have no doubt that many tele­
vision owners viewing the excerpts from ‘ Dick 
W hittington ’ on December 29th heard the 
bells in the finale. Coufd anyone say which 
bells they were and whether there exists a 
record of them?—Yours truly,

E. G. TALBOT.
Croydon.

A SILENT NEW YEAR’S EVE IN  LONDON
Dear Sir,—I would be grateful if any of 

your readers could tell me why the custom of 
ringing in the New Year is dying out in Lon­
don. On New Year’s Night between midnight 
and 12.30 a.m.. I drove from St. Paul’s along 
the Embankment to Chelsea; not a bell could 
be heard in all that way.—I remain, Sir, Your 
obedient servant.

TOM INGRAM.
Hampstead, N.W.13.

5,040 SPLICED TRIPLES
Dear Sir,—Unless a composition is out of 

the ordinary ru t it is most likely to have been 
done before and its publication will be fol­
lowed by a request for withdrawal. In my at­
tempt to find a composition not likely to be 
claimed by some other composer I have found 
that plain leads are not essential in a peal of 
Spliced Triples. Call a bob every lead for 
360 leads including a H.B.S. at the 350th and 
360th leads. When the second is in the hunt 
ring Court, third Oxford Bob, fourth Here- 
ward. fifth St. Clement’s, sixth Double G rand­
sire, seventh Double Court. There is an alter­
native method for hunt bells 3, 4 and 7. I 
think composers will be interested in a B block 
of 350 leads.

J. SEGAR.
Retford.

ALBOURNE FOUNDRY
Dear Sir,—Mr. Ernest M orris’ reference to 

Robert Wells founding handbells at Albourne, 
Wilts, from 1764 to 1799 interested me because 
about 50 years ago I purchased a ring of ten 
from a ringer of Great Yarmouth. These are 
not * turned up ’ inside, two are stamped with 
R. W. and two with W. R. Is this latter in­
scription an error by placing the letters in the 
mould R. W., which would naturally appear 
the reverse way?

GEORGE E. SYMONDS.
Ipswich.

FIRST LADY TO CONDUCT A PEAL IN 
IRELAND

Dear Sir,—The writer of the letter signed ‘ A 
Correspondent ’ is quite correct in stating that 
Mrs. Fletcher was the first lady to conduct a 
Peal in Ireland. The footnote to the peal re­
cently published was intended to be ‘ F irst resi­
dent lady ringer to call a peal in Ireland.’ I 
would not have replied to the writer’s letter 
as I believe that letters where the writer won't 
sign his name should be ignored, but for the 
fact that I would not like our good friend. Mrs. 
Fletcher, to think that we had forgotten her 
achievement. I can assure her this is not so.— 
Yours sincerely,

JOHN T. DUNWOODY.
Northern District Secretary.

Irish Association.

Dear Sir,—My letter in your issue of Decem­
ber 26th re the peal at Hillsborough was not 
Quite correct. The concluding phrase in the 
Penultimate sentence should read ‘ conducted 
by (as she then was) Miss E. K. Parker.’

Mv sincere apologies to that talented lady.
A CORRESPONDENT.

THE EDITOR
FLINTSHIRE AND ITS BELLS

Dear Sir,—In your leading article on ‘ Flint­
shire and its Bells ’ in a recent issue of ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ I was surprised that no men­
tion was made of the best ring of eight in the 
county, namely, the eight at St. Matthew’s, 
Buckley (tenor 14£ cwt.), by Messrs. John Tay­
lor and Co., installed in 1902, being the gift 
of Mary Drew, wife of Canon Drew, Vicar of 
St. Matthew’s at that time.—Yours fraternally, 

DENNIS H. B. MILLWARD.
Buckley, Flintshire.
Note.—We regret that no mention was made 

of Buckley bells in our review which was written 
largely from  an antiquarian point of view. An 
interesting point about Buckley bells is that in 
addition to the inscriptions all the bells bear * 
the impression of two faces of a coin.—Ed.

YORK MINSTER BELLS— 
60 YEARS AGO 

The Yorkshire Association of Change 
Ringers

PEAL No. 659
At York Cathedral on Wednesday, November 

9th, 1892, the York Minster Branch of the 
Society rang a peal of 5,129 Grandsire Caters 
in 3 hours and 35 minutes Weight of tenor 
54 cwt. J. W. Cundal treble : Jas. Thompson 
2 ; T. F. Earnshaw 3; Geo. Worth 4; W. Mor­
rell 5; Abm. Haigh 6 ; Thomas Haigh 7 ; Thos. 
Hodgson 8 ; Geo. Breed 9; W. H. Howard, R. 
Thompson and Thos. Neill tenor. Composed by 
Henry Hubbard and conducted by Thomas 
Haigh.

M r. T . F . Earnshaw, the ringer of the third, 
and present writer, is the only survivor of 
the band.

The occasion was the birthday anniversary of 
the Prince of Wales (later to be King Edward 
VII.), also the Lord Mayor’s Day. It was the 
custom for the Minster bells to be rung for 
this double event each year. This is the last 
peal rung on the Minster bells and may be so 
for many years to  come. This gives it an his­
toric value. The reason for this is that 
just below the bell tower—in fact not a hundred 
yards away—-a nursing home has been erected 
in memory of Dr. Purey-Cust. who was Dean 
of York from 1880 to 1916. This puts the veto 
on the bells being rung for any length of time. 
W. H. Howard was 71 when he took part in 
the above peal. He was also one of the 
founders of the Yorkshire Association and was 
elected vice-president, an office he held until 
his death in 1907.

George Breed was born on December 9th, 
1849. at Braintree, Essex. He commenced to 
handle a bell when he was 15 years of age, but 
it was not until two years later that he rang 
his first peal of 720 Bob Minor at St. Michael 
and All Angels’, Braintree. In April, 1873. 
Mr. Breed came to London and was introduced 
by M r. J. M. Hayes to the Ancient Society of 
College Youths and soon after he was elected 
a member of the St. James’ Society. During his 
two years’ residence in London he took part 
in many peals and almost invariably was put 
in charge of one of the heaviest bells. He left 
for York in 1875 where he resided until his 
death about 1917. He rang numerous peals at 
cathedrals and churches in Yorkshire and else­
where. These included the last peal on Sj. M ar­
tin’s, Coney Street, York, one of Kent Treble 
Bob Major, in 1888, which he conducted. (This 
church and bells were almost completely de­
stroyed in the blitz on York in 1942.) M r. 
Breed was also an excellent cricketer and in 
1897 was captain of the City of York Cricket 
Club.

THOS. F. EARNSHAW.

ANOTHER COLUMN OF 
BELFRY GOSSIP

By ringing two peals on December 27th, 
Superlative at Henley and Little Bob Royal a t 
Ipswich, Mr. George E. Symonds celebrated his 
66th anniversary of becoming a ringer.

Errata.—The peal rung at Shrivenham on 
December 20th (see page 4) was Wye Sur­
prise M ajor and not Yorkshire. The error 
is regretted.

At the funeral service for Mr. W. H. Seers, 
the ringer of 5-6 of the handbells over the 
grave was Mr. Edmund King (Bath) and not 
Mr. W. Baverstock, as printed on page 826.

Ringers of Foot's Cray, Kent, claim to have 
completed the first quarter in 1953. The bells 
went into changes at 12.06 a.m., and the final 
rounds came up at 12.41 a.m.

I t  is with regret we report the death on 
January 1st of Mr. Harry Parsons, of Caine, 
Wilts, and previously of Cirencester, Glos, 
and M arket Lavington, Wilts.

Two policewomen have been elected mem­
bers of the National Guild of Police Ringers. 
We hope to publish a report of the Guild's 
annual meeting at Liverpool in our next issue.

Before the Confirmation service held recently 
at All Saints’. Huntingdon, the bells were rung 
by a team of four young ringers, who were 
afterwards confirmed.

Mr. A. R. Wilson, of Hobart, Tasmania, has 
been poorly of late with diabetes and trouble 
to his eyes. He has been much missed at 
Holy Trinity Church, where only six members 
can be mustered for service ringing.

Knebworth, Herts, bells, which have been 
silent since last June, were rung on Decem­
ber 21st, the architect having declared the 
tower safe for ringing to be resumed, al­
though the restoration work, costing £2,500, 
has still to be completed.

Mr. Geoff Hemming is now out of hospital 
and would like to thank all ringing friends for 
their letters of good wishes. He was able to  
enjoy some handbell ringing while in hos­
pital, as Mr. J. D. Johnson and Mr. and Mrs. 
John Thomas visited him on Boxing Day, and 
some changes and tunes were greatly appre­
ciated by both patients and staff.

Good wishes to M r. J. W. Jones, of All 
Saints’, Newport, for better health during the 
coming year are extended by the ringers, who 
rang a peal at Llanfrechfa, Mon., in honour of 
his 87th birthday. The peal rung on December 
12th was a second attem pt; the first was on 
December 6th, the eve of his birthday, and 
came to  grief after 1 hour and 30 minutes.

Mr. Walter Steen, of the' St. Peter’s, Derby, 
band, started to ring at the age of 45 and hav­
ing rung 18 peals, ten of which were in his 
home tower, has completed the circle there in 
a variety of methods—Grandsire Triples, Ox­
ford Treble Bob, Double Norwich C ourt Bob- 
Major, Little Bob Major. St Clement’s Bob 
Major, Bob Minor and Bob Major.

By the local Sunday service band ringing a 
peal of Cambridge Surprise Major at Anstey, 
on Boxing Day, Mr. Redvers F . Elkington has 
realised a life-long ambition. This is the first 
time that a peal has been rung at this church- 
by an entirely local band, six of whom were 
under 21 years of age. The band offer their 
congratulations to Ronald Copson whose first 
peal it was. and to Miss Jeanette M. Simpson, 
who rang her first peal only three weeks ago.

MR. H. J. POOLE’S 1,000 PEALS—continued
Maximus.—Plain Bob 4 (3); Kent Treble 

Bob 3 (2); Cambridge Surprise 1 (1); Spliced 
Plain. 4 methods, 1 (1): Kent Treble Bob Four­
teen ‘ In ’ 1 (1).

Total on handbells.—234. conducted 187.
Grand total.—1,000. conducted 704.
This total does not include 17 peals rung but- 

afterwards four.d to be false.
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Q U A R T E R  P E A L S
BILL IN G B O R O U G H , LIN C S.—O n D ec. 27th, 1,320 

Plain Bob M inor : Miss J. Smith (first quarter) 1, 
Miss E. M. Taylor 2, J. N ichols 3, R . Thom pson (first 
quarter) 4, J. W . H aw  5, N . W hitney (cond.) 6. Rung 
in  honour o f  the engagement o f the ringer o f the 4th 
to  Miss J. C  hall and 3, of Billingborough.

BLEW BU RY , BERKS.—On Dec. 28th, 1,260 Sted- 
m an T rip les : J. P. B lond 1, C. C oqieroy 2. A. R . 
G recnough 3, C. Aldridge 4, F . Jam es 5, H. Aldridge
6, R. B. Blond (cond.) 7, R . H . Corderoy 8.

BOSBURY, H ER EFO R D S.—On Dec. 20th, 1,260 
D oubles, comprising April Day, P lain Bob, Reverse 
Canterbury and  G randsire : F. Foster 1, H . J. H ill 2,
C . W . N utt (cond.) 3, G . E. Hill 4. H . K. H ill 5, 
F . J. F oster 6. In m em oriam  M r. E. R . Shew, Bos- 
bury.

B U R C H F IE L D , BERK S.—O n Christm as D ay, 1,260 
D oubles (780 G randsire, 480 Plain Bob) : Olive Tayler 
(first quarter) 1, Mrs. D . Burgess 2, W . J. Johnson 3, 
A. Atkins 4. J. M orley (cond.) 5, J. H arm sw orth 6. 

C H EW T O N  M END1P, SOM ERSET.—O n Dec. 24th.
1.260 G randsire Triples : H . Baber 1, R . M iddle 2, L. 
Pullen 3, J. Furze 4, R . D udden 5, C. Cornelius 6, 
J . B artlett (first quarter as cond.) 7, C. F ord 8. Rung 
by local band for Christmas.

CH ICH ESTER, SUSSEX.—At the C athedral Cam ­
panile. on Dec. 24th. 1,260 Stedm an Triples : R . G . 
Blackman 1, P. R . B lackm an 2, J. T. Finey 3, W . G. 
Challen 4, Miss E. W . Keys 5, H. W . Stoveld 6, 
N . J. Smith (first o f Stedm an as cond.) 7, F . H . 
D unford 8.

CO LER N E, W IL TS.—O n Dec. 25th, 1,260 G rand- 
iire  T rip les : T. G ray 1, <j . C. W eeks 2, Miss J. 
T anner (first quarter) 3, J. Tiley 4, A. E. Sheppard 5,
F . Sweet 6. P. W . W eeks (cond.) 7, W . Knight 8. 
F irst o f Triples for 4 and 8. F irst quarter of Triples 
by the local band.

C O LESH ILL, W A R W IC K S.—On Christm as Day,
1.260 G randsire D oubles : C. H ales (first quarter) 1,
D . L. H ooper 2. J. W . Hovey (cond.) 3, L. L. Willis
4, W . C. Rhodes 5. H. W alker (first quarter) 6.

C O N D O VER, SALOP.—O n Dec. 27th, 1,260 G rand­
sire Triples : Mrs. J. Butler 1, Miss B. A. C arter '2 , 
P . ,T. Evans 3. F . G . Beddow 4. J. Butler 5, W . A. 
Farm er (cond.) 6. E. Willcox (first ‘ inside ’) 7, F . 
M ason 8. First quarter for 1, 3 and 8. Rung to  com­
m em orate the centenary o f Professor Samuel Lee, born 
a t  .Longnor. this being the nearest octave.

C REECH , SOM ERSET.—At St M ichael’s, on Dec. 
22nd. 1.260 Doubles (360 Plain Bob. 480 Stcdm an, 420 
■Grandsire) : Miss B. Rowsell 1, F. M atravers 2, H . 
Floyd 3, G . Uglow 4. W . G. Gigg (cond.) 5, G. 
Sage 6. Rung as a com plim cnt to  the treble ringer on 
her engagement to  A lan Partridge, also a finger at 
Bozcat. N orthants.

FU L H A M . S.W .— On Dec. 28th. 1.259 G randsire 
C a te rs : H . M. Page 1. Mrs. C. W atts 2. R. Mackerill
3, H. Belcher 4. W . J. Paice 5. J. Phillips 6. W . J. 
S cutham  7. T . J. Southam  8. P. Chalk (cond.) 9, R. 
Linsell (first quarter) 10.

H E M IN G FO R D  ABBOTS, H U N T S.—O n D ec 28th, 
1,320 Surprise M inor (Ipswich and  Cam bridge) : G. L. 
Perkins 1. F . W arrington (cond.) 2. F . R. Nicholls 3, 
W . Ransom  4. A. Clements 5, H . S. Peacock 6.

H E R N E , K EN T.—O n  Dec. 21st, 1,260 M inor (720 
K ent Treble Bob and 540 Plain B o b ) : H . Jones 1, 
C. E. H adlow  2, W . J . R uck 3, F . Fyle 4, T. H. 
Holm es (cond.) 5, G . H adlow  6.

H ESTO N , M ID D LX .—O n Dec. 24th, a t St. Leonard’s 
Church, 1,260 G randsire Triples : J. M oore 1, A. Jones 
2, W . A. Lewis 3, E. R . G ladm an 4, P. Bettridge 5, 
M. V. C hilcott (cond.) 6, W . W inter 7, J . Ricketts 8.

H ORSELL, S U R R E Y .—O n Christmas D ay, 1,260 
D oubles (480 Plain Bob and 780 G randsire) : A. Char- 
man 1, J. M artin 2, E. R . W arner 3, G. Oliver (cond.)
4, A. Boylett 5, W . Saunders 6.

ISLEW O R T H , M ID D LX .—O n Dec. 21st, 1,299 
Stedm an Caters : T. E. Davies 1, M rs. S. Charnley 2, 
M rs. O. L. Rogers 3, Miss E. F arrell 4, S. C roft 5,
E. D odds 6, F . Bishop 7, H. W . Rogers (cond.) 8, D. 
Charnley 9, A. Tom blin 10. Rung as a com plim ent 
to  M r. and  Mrs. G. D odds on  the b irth  o f their daugh­
te r (Frances).

LONG BR ID G E D EV ER ILL , W IL TS.—O n Dec. 26th,
1.260 G randsire Triples : J. A. W right 1, E. C. H ar­
low 2, Miss R. Avery 3, Miss C. Jones 4, Miss Q. 
Cooper 5, R. F . Jones 6, W . A. Avery (cond.) 7, H. 
T rollope 8. First quarter of Triples by all except
2 and 7. F irst quarter o f Triples o n  the bells.

LYM E REG IS, D ORSET.—O n Dec. 21st, 1,286 Cam ­
bridge Surprise M ajor : Miss D . K eeley 1, E. L. Taylor 
2. C. W . Powell 3, R. Keeley 4, H. G . K eeley 5, 
Canon C . C. ^Cox 6. G. W hitem ore 7, G. S. Morris 
(cond.) 8.

N E W  A LRESFO RD , H A N TS.—O n Dec. 26th, 1,260 
G randsire T rip les : C. I. D ando (first quarter) 1, H. 
N ew nham  2, Miss E. K. Knight 3, L. A. Trem eer 
(cond.) 4, F. N. Lane 5, G . Allen 6, A. D. Trem eer
7, F. W . M ansbridge 8.

P A IN SW IC K , GLOS.*—On Dec. 10th, 1,260 G rand­
sire Triples : S. T hain  1, W . Staite 2, G. G oulding 3, 
T. Pritchard 4, T. Price 5, R . Hazell 6, L. Barry 
(cond.) 7. R . Thain 8. Rung with the bells half­
muffled after the funeral of F rank Cole, aged 88 years, 
a m em ber o f the band wsho rang in the 13,001 G rand­
sire Cinques on February 14th, 1920.

PA U L, C O R N W A L L.—On Christm as Day. 1,260 
G randsire Doubles : Pat Polgrean 1. J. W aters 2, 
D ccima Carne 3. E lizabeth F ord 4, R. Curtis (first as 
cond.) 5, J. Ladner 6. First quarter by the local ser­
vice ringers.

SEAL CH A RT, K EN T.—O n Dec. 6th. 1,260 G rand- 
sire D o u b le s : G. T. A cott 1, W . M anser (cond.) 2. 
A. W enb^n 3, S. S. King 4. R. Pankhurst 5. Also
1.260 Plain Bob M inor : G. T . A cott 1, S. S. King 2. 
A. W enban 3, W . M anser 4. R . Pankhurst 5, R . L. 
Sills (cond.) 6. Rung for the silver wedding o f  Mr. 
and Mrs. S. S. King.

SAPCO TE, LEICS.—O n Dec. 28th, 1,260 Stedm an 
D o ub les: R ita Stratford 1, D orothy S tratford 2, A. 
C hapm an 3. M. A bbott 4. M. E. Brown (first in m ethod 
as cond.) 5, R. H all 6. Fiirst in method fo r all ex­
cept the conductor. Rung by the Sunday service band.

SEA LE, S U R R E Y .—O n Dec. 24th. 1,260 G randsirc 
D oubles : Brenda Bam ber (first quarter) 1, M ary A. 
D ownes (first ‘ inside ’) 2, Edna J. Young (first ‘ in- 

. side ’) 3. E. G ardner 4. E. J. W ells (cond.) 5, P . Cole 
(first quaner) 6. R ung a t the request o f the Rector 
(the Rev. E. D. Gincver).

SOM ERSHAM . H U N TS.—On Christmas D ay. 1.320 
Plain Bob M in o r : A. Clements, J. R. G. Sjpicer 2.
F. W arrington (cond.) 3, W . Ransom  4, C. Goodyer
5, H. S. Peacock 6.

SOUTH SHIELDS. CO. D U R H A M .—On Dec. 22nd,
1.260 G randsire Triples : Miss M. Gibson 1, Miss E. 
Softley 2. W . R obson 3, Miss M. A. Softley 4, Miss 
K. Softley 5, Mrs. N . I. Lea 6, C. N . Lea (cond.) 7, 
Miss J. B. Softley 8. Rung to celebrate the 10th 
wedding anniversary o f Mr. and  Mrs. C. N . Lea.

SW IN D O N . W IL TS.—On Dec. 24th, a t Christ 
Church. 1.260 Stedm an T rip le s : C. J. G ardner 1,
G. W . Townsend 2. W . Sidwell 3. W . A. T. Carter
4. F. G . W ilton 5. E. J. Berry 6, W . B. K ynaston 
(cond.) 7. A. J. T ickner 8.

TH O R N E , Y ORK S.—On Christm as Eve, 1,260 G rand­
sirc Triples : R . Lcask (first quarter) 1, John Thorlcy 
2, J. Thorley 3, C. Leask 4. T. Leask 5, E. Thorlcy
6, C. Thorlcy (cond.) 7. D . Thorley 8.

W O RD SLEY , STA FFS.—O n Dec. 10th. 1.260 G rand­
sire D o ub les: Miss D. Carless 1, Miss N . Evans 2, 
Miss S. Banks 3. H. V. Cooper (cond.) 4, G . W . 
Shepherd (first 4 inside ’) 5, D. A. Shepherd 6. F irst 
quarter for 1, 2. 3 and 6. Rung for the anniversary 
of the dedication of the church. Also on Dec. 18th.
1.260 G randsirc Doubles : D. A. Shepherd (first away 
from tenor) 1. Miss S. Banks 2. C. J. Shepherd (first 
quarter) 3. H. V. -Cooper (cond.) 4. D. H . W atson 
(first in  method) 5. G. W . Shepherd 6. A complimcnt 
to  C. J. Shepherd on his 21st birthday.

W IC K E N , N O RTH A N TS.—O n Dec. 27th. 1.280 
Yorkshire Surprise M ajo r: Miss K. M. Cowley 1. 
G E. G reen 2. A. H. H inton 3. W . J. Chester 4. 
F. C. Case 5, R. H. Howson 6. G. W . H olland 7. 
W . Y ates (cond.) 8. First of Surprise' M ajor as con­
ductor. A  com plim cnt to A. H . H inton and Miss K. 
Mary Cowley on their engagement.
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CHRISTMAS MORNING AT ST. 
BARTHOLOMEW’S, SMITHFIELD

In  response to an urgent appeal, five London 
ringers (for whom morning service ringing at 
their own towers had come at a  fortunately 
earlier hour) met at Smithfield on Christmas 
morning to ring for Matins on the recently- 
restored five of St. Bartholomew-the-Great. 
Rarely, surely, can a ringing rescue party have 
undertaken a more grateful mission nor felt 
themselves so proudly privileged in the event. 
The little ‘ widdershins ’ pre-Reformation five, 
with their strange and attractive cry, took up 
the age-old tune of Grandsire Doubles quite 
quickly after their long silence; and it seemed 
happily appropriate, in Rahere’s church, that 
three of the band that morning should be hos­
pital workers, including a nursing sister (in 
uniform, between duty spells) from Bart’s.

The service afterwards, in the grand Norman 
church, with the fine singing of the choir and 
the Vicar’s kindly-expressed thanks to the 
ringers, set the seal on an act of Christmas 
ringing and worship which those who took part 
will not readily forget. Although it may well 
be centuries since these bells were rung in peal 
on Christmas morning, the Vicar was perhaps 
not quite right when he said that they had not 
been rung, but only chimed, for 400 years. We 
have it on good authority that some patient 
zealots rang a peal of Stedman Doubles on them 
some time between the wars. Now that the 
Whitechapel Foundry has made them sound 
and ‘ go ’ again in a manner worthy of their 
historic and splendid setting, it is good to know 
that a band is being trained to ring them regu­
larly to call worshippers to London’s oldest 
parish church.

St. Bartholomew-the-Great’s Church pos­
sesses the only pre-Reformation ring by one 
founder in the country. The bells were cast 
by Thomas Bulleston, of Aldgate. There is 
a pre-Reformation ring at Ipswich but i t  is 
not by one founder.

FORTY YEARS AGO
Extract from ‘ The Ringing World ’ 

January 10th, 1913
A RING OF TEN IN  MASSACHUSETTS

DEDICATION OF HINGHAM  BELLS
On Monday. November 25th, 1912, was 

dedicated a new ring of ten bells raised in a 
detached campanile by popular subscription, 
both being a memorial to the immigrant settlers 
and founders of Hingham. many of whom are 
known to have sprung from the best families 
of Hingham. Norfolk. Their descendants have 
always maintained an affection for the ‘ old 
home ’ . . . and when it came to a choice 
of bells the happy proposal to reproduce with 
original inscriptions the ring of St. Andrew’s 
(augmented by two trebles) met with hearty 
approval. . . . To the casual observer, the 
brick tower . . . .  might appear too fragile to 
withstand the thrust of swinging bells, but 
American engineers have evolved a novel pro­
cess of solid concrete construction reinforced 
by steel rods, which ensures stability of struc­
ture with economy of cost—a discovery which 
should be more generally recognised. . . .

Mr. Gibbons (the. bell hanger) was present 
at the dedication, and other ringers who at­
tended were M r. Frank Burgar. formerly of 
Sheffield, who has taken part in 27 peals: Mr. 
Henry Aston, who long ago rang in a peal at 
Coventry: Mr. William ShipD, junr. from Ox­
fordshire: Mr. Samuel Hogdon, of Bradford: 
Dr. A. H. Nichols (of Boston, Mass.) and 
(seven) connected now or formerly with the 
ringers of Groton School. It is noteworthy 
that this is the first ring of ten bells installed 
in the United States. . . . The tenor is, in E 
flat, weighing 19 cwt. 2 qr. . . . .

ONLY A FEW LEFT

T H E  R IN G ER ’S  
N O TE B O O K  
and D IARY, 1953

Available in two qualities—
(a) W aterproof (b) Best quality

Rexine leather

5'6 T -
each net each net

Including  P urchase  T ax  an d  Postage (6 o r m ore 
to sam e add ress  deduct 3d. p e r  copy)

S end cash  w ith  o rd e r  as quickly a s  possible (your 
nam e and ad d ress  in Block C apitals please) to—

MAURICE HODGSON
184, K ingshill D rive, Kenton, 

Harrow, M idd lesex
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FOR BEGINNERS—AND A WORD TO THE OLDER HANDS
XXVII.

TREBLE BOB IS NOT REALLY DIFFICULT
It is not really a very difficult step from Plain 

to  Treble Bob, but, when mastered, it opens up 
a much wider scope for the ringer’s talent.

When plain hunting, the ringer takes his bell 
regularly from place to place, a step at a time. 
After leading he moves into 2nds, then into 
3rds, next to 4ths, and so on, until he gets be­
hind all the rest of the bells. He turns about 
by having a whole pull behind and then comes 
down step by step, just as he went up, until 
he reaches the lead, where he has a whole pull, 
which really is only the means of turning 
round to hunt in the opposite direction, just as 
was his whole pull behind.

If the Iringer has gone any step beyond 
ringing the treble in a plain hunt, he will know 
what dodging is. It is one step back in some 
place, which breaks up the regularity of the 
forward march.

Treble Bob consists of a series of backward 
steps throughout the lead. It is, in fact, a 
dodging hunt. It is based on a dodge in every 
dodging position; that is 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, etc., and 
the treble keeps to this dodging path". The 
other bells cannot keep s tric tly 'to  it, or no 
progress could be made in the production of 
changes, but in the simplest Treble Bob methods 
they keep fairly close to it.

The work of the treble in Treble Bob con­
sists of three steps forward and one back, 
allowing, of course, for the turning round in 
front and behind. The treble starts by making 
one blow in 2nds place and stepping back at the 
next blow to lead a half-pull, at backstroke. 
Then it hunts forward three places, bringing 
it into 4ths and steps back one into 3rds (at 
backstroke). Then forward again three places 
and back one into 5ths (at backstroke). If 
you are ringing Minor the whole pull behind 
comes next, and then, corresponding with the 
blow in 2nds on the front, one blow in 5ths and 
a step back into 6ths (at backstroke); forward 
three places to 3rds, and a step back into 4ths 
(at backstroke), forward three places to lead, 
and a step back into 2nds (at backstroke) and 
then the whole pull at lead.

You will have noticed that the step back is 
always at backstroke. It may help you. If  
you are not quite sure of your position, you 
know for certain that the next pull, if it is a 
handstroke, cannot be a backward step.

For a young band who are all just tackling 
Treble Bob for the first time it is not bad pre­
liminary practice for all the bells to carry out 
a dodging hunt on these lines. There will be 
repetition of changes, but it will help the 
ringers to  get used to a continuous dodging 
hunt and also to pick out the dodging places.

Kent Treble Bob is probably the easiest 
of all Treble Bob methods to ring. In each 
lead one bell remains in front, alternately 
leading and making 2nds place (a whole pull 
in each) except whan dodging with the treble. 
This is called the ‘ Slow ’ work and results in 
there being no dodging in 1-2 , except with the 
treble; while, when the treble is in 1-2 . place- 
making is substituted for dodging in 3-4, the 
bells going up making 3rds (a whole pull) and 
4ths (a whole pull) and those coming down 
4ths and 3rds. These places begin at back­
stroke.

There are some simple rules to guide you 
to this place-making. When you leave the 
Slow work, by dodging in 1-2 with the treble, 
make 3rds and 4ths places going o u t : make 
similar places the next lead, immediately after 
passing the treble in 2-3.

When you pass the treble in 4-5 make 4ths 
and 3rds places on the way dow n; make 
similar places the next lead, after you have 
dodged in 5-6 with the treble.

When the places are completed and you go 
down to  lead, you will find yourself with the 
treble on the front. Dodge with the treble and

begin the Slow work, which, as mentioned 
above, consists of a whole pull at lead and a 
whole pull in 2nds alternately, until the treble 
comes back again.

There is no other dodging on the front, but 
with the exceptions in 3-4, while the treble is 
in 1-2 , every bell dodges in every dodging 
place, whatever the number of bells employed, 
be it 6 , 8, 10 or .12.

We suggest that beginners should endeavoui 
to construct a lead or two of the method.

1 2 3 4 5 6
2 1 3 4 6 5
1 2 4 3  5 6 ’
2 1 4 3 6 5

2 4 1 6 3 5  
4 2 6 1 5 3
4 2  1 6 3  5 
2 4 6 1 5 3

These figures show you how to start. You 
repeat the work of the second section until the 
treble has completed its dodge in 4-3 on the 
way down, and then put in a section cor­
responding to the first. That completed, make 
6ths place when the treble leads and it should 
give you 142635 at the new ‘ lead head ’ ; that 
is the row in the second lead corresponding to 
rounds in the first. Just try i t !

GUILD of DEVONSHIRE RINGERS
Eight members of the Guild of Devonshire 

Ringers—Messrs. W. D. Ashdown, E. M. At­
kins, A. L. Bennett, M. J. Bray, J. E. Lilley, 
F . Turner, Capt. A. R. Poyntz and the Rev. 
J. G. M. Scott—spent a very enjoyable after­
noon on Boxing Day under ideal weather con­
ditions.

Leaving Newton Abbot soon after two 
o’clock the famous Cockington Church was 
first visited. The bells were in excellent order 
and some good ringing was done. The party 
then moved on to All Saints’, Babbacombe, 
where the bells go well, but where some diffi­
culty was experienced at first with one of the 
bells. The m atter having been adjusted, a 
couple of touches of Grandsire Triples sufficed 
owing to  shortage of time. Kingskerswell’s 
bells were found to be in first-class order and, 
as at Cockington, good touches of Grandsire 
and Stedman Doubles, Plain Bob and Kent 
Treble Bob Minor were rung.

The party were then ready for the sumptuous 
tea that awaiteij them at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lilley. The evening was spent in handbell 
ringing and listening to  gramophone records of 
the various bells, not forgetting, too, that the 
youngest member of the party, ‘ Bray,’ showed 
how he could play his new harmonica. Thus 
ended anoher memorable Boxing Day. which 
consisted of beautiful weather, good striking, 
good fellowship and with many happy memories 
of the kind hospitality of M r. and Mrs. Lilley 
and Mrs. Lilley senior. A. L. B.

Beverley and District Society
The Society held its December meeting at 

Sutton-in-Holderness. The bells were raised 
and rung to standard methods in the afternoon, 
a well-struck touch of Cambridge Minor being 
the service touch.

The Rev. L. Reynolds, Vicar of Sutton, con­
ducted the service and gave a short address on 
the duties of ringers besides change ringing. 
Ringers’ wives and mothers served a tea of 
home-made cooking to 35 members and friends.

The business meeting followed the tea, where 
thanks were expressed to the Vicar and the 
local ringers and their ladies for the excellent 
arrangements for the meeting. The report of 
the Dinner Sub-Committee was read to  the 
members for their approval.

Further ringing took place until 9 p,m, in 
various methods, some of the touches being 
very well struck.

OBITUARY
M R. H. PARSONS.

AN APPRECIATION.
The passing of Harry Parsons on January 

1st will leave a big breach in the ringing 
circles of the Caine Branch of the Salisbury 
Guild. He was one of the old school, having 
secured most of his training at the hands of 
past masters of the art, such as the late Jim 
Hinton, Fred May, W. Cave, etc., of Bristol.

I  met him first at Ottery St. Mary, when we 
rang a peal of Grandsire Triples a t Whitsun, 
1929. Since then we had always been 
friends. I am sure his Cirencester friends will 
remember him for his genial good company, 
also many visiting ringers to Caine for the 
ready hospitality of Mrs. Parsons and family, 
to whom we extend our deepest sympathy. 
Now we, as ringers of the Caine Branch, say
* Good-bye, Harry, till we meet again in the 
happier sphere above.’

May he rest in peace.
L. A. WILSON.

W ILLIAM HONOR.
The oldest member of the St. John-the- 

Baptist, Hillingdon, Guild of Ringers, M r. 
William Honor, passed away on December 
20th, at the age of 85. He had belonged to  
the Guild for 68 years.

Up to about 18 months ago he was one of 
the most regular and active members, and it 
was only the fear of slight sudden attacks of 
giddiness that prevented him from ringing in 
recent months. A member of the Middlesex 
Association since its foundation, he was 
among those who were made honorary life 
members after 50 years of service.

No record of his peals is known, but they 
included efforts in many of the standard 
methods. At ringing the tenor behind to 
eight or ten bells he was an artist, and the 
late William Pye had often spoken of his 
prowess in this direction.

The bells of the Parish Church were rung 
half-muffled on the day of his death, and on 
Christmas Eve, when he was buried a t Hilling­
don Cemetery, a  course of Grandsire Triples, 
on handbells, was rung over his grave by the 
following: W. H. Coles 1-2, F. C. Price 3-4, 
F . W. Goodfellow 5-6, A. R. G. Twinn 7-8.

The service was conducted by the Vicar, 
Rev. F. C. Tyler, and in the unavoidable ab­
sence of the organist, Mr. John Ferguson, 
M r. F . C. Price officiated.

AN APPRECIATION
On Christmas Eve when Bill Honor was laid 

to rest the parish of Hillingdon said good-bye 
to  a man who was surely one of the most 
lovable characters the district has ever known.

He was, before he retired, a gardener by 
profession and he seemed, by his genial and 
modest personality, to lend truth to the poem 
which says, ‘ One is nearer God’s heart in a 
garden than anywhere else on earth.’

A ringer and sidesman, he served his church 
with a  loyalty which was a shining example, 
and even when he was no longer able to climb 
the steps to the tower his heart was there and 
his interest keen. I t  was very appropriate that 
his end should be peaceful and also that in 
the midst of a rather bleak winter the sun 
should shine when, for the last time, he was 
taken to the church he loved and served so well.

Any sorrow that we must feel a t his passing 
from us is tempered with true thankfulness for 
his life and work and the honour of being 
known as his friend. W. H. C.
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GUILD of DEVONSHIRE RINGERS 
Exeter Branch Annual Meeting

THE Exeter Branch annual meeting was held 
on December 13th at Exeter, about 40 

members and visitors being present.
The afternoon’s programme commenced with 

an hour’s ringing on the new eight at St. 
M ark’s, the first time the Branch had had the 
pleasure, so full advantage was taken of the 
kind co-operation of this new addition to the 
Guild and Branch.

The company then proceeded to St. Pet- 
rock’s, where the usual service was conducted 
by the Re^. J. A. Goundry, who gave the 
Branch a hearty welcome and an interesting 
address during which was intimated the pos­
sibility of the ‘ six ’ of St. Petrock’s being 
restored in the near future. The Branch was 
honoured by having the Rev. J. L. Dams at 
the organ, v/ho obliged at literally a moment’s 
notice.

Then on to St. David’s Institute, where the 
tea awaited and the meeting was opened by 
the R ev.,J. G . M. Scott, chairman, welcoming 
the visitors, special mention being made of 
the presence of the president, Prcb. E. V. Cox. 
who has now almost completely recovered from 
a scries of operations. AH were delighted at 
seeing him looking so well and hoped for his 
complete recovery in the very near future.

Apologies were received from M r. E. J. 
Taylor, general secretary, and the Rev. C. J. 
Ponlton, Vicar of St. M ark’s.

The annual report was presented by the hon. 
secretary, the main points being the entry of 
St. M ark’s into the Guild, the progress at 
Thorverton. Heavitree, Newton St. Cyres and 
St. Thomas’ and the disappointment at the 
‘ dropping off ’ at Tedburn and Upton Pyne. 
Meetings during the year still needed more 
support from Branch members, the same also 
applied to the Branch practices. The report 
was adopted.

The balance sheet, which was adopted, 
showed an increase in the balance of £1 Os. 
l(Hd. to £12 16s. 101d.

The Branch officers for 1952 were elected en 
bloc for 1953; the thanks and appreciation of 
the meeting were extended to them. Exminster 
on Saturday, February 14th. was chosen for 
the next meeting subject to the necessary per­
mission being forthcoming.

Noel Thomas, of Brampford, was elected a 
performing member, and the following who 
took part in the excellent peal of Stedman 
Cinques at the Cathedral on December 6th were 
elected non-resident life m em bers: Miss G. 
Brittain. Miss A. M. Bailey. Messrs. D. E. Par­
sons. J. Chilcott, M. V. Chilcott, J. Hill, N. 
J. Diserens, T. J. Southam and K. W. Mackin­
tosh.

Branch practices were discussed at some 
length and a derision was reached that Newton 
St. Cyres should be applied for in January, and 
the practice to be held on a Saturday not to 
coincide with the Cathedral practice, and the 
whole to be again reviewed at the next Branch 
meeting.

The chairman expressed the thanks and ap­
preciation to all assisting in the arrangements, 
especially to the Rev. J. A. Goundry and the 
Rev. J. L. Dams.

The afternoon continued with ringing at St. 
Thomas’ and Heavitree and the ‘ goodbyes ’ 
were said in the usual places in the inevitable 
way in which most ringers think fit and orooer !

F. W.

N O T I C E S
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
peony a  word, minimum 2s. 6d. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, mini­
mum 3s.

All Notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

DEATHS
EDWARDS. — On Jan. 2nd, 1953, a t 44, 

Beeston Avenue, Altrincham, Charles, in his 
84th year, beloved father of Mabel (Elkins) and 
William, and grandfather of Mary (Lewis). 
Some time of Farnham, Surrey, and for many 
years Master of the Hereford Diocesan Guild.

1951
HONOR. — On Dec. 20th, 1952, William 

Honor, of Hillingdon, a founder member of 
the Middlesex County Association, aged 85 
years. 1959

BACK NUMBERS 
For those wishing to complete their 

files, back numbers are available from 
‘ The Ringing W orld’ office‘at 6d. per 
copy, post free.

Assorted collections of unspecified 
copies suitable for young ringers, are 
available at 2s. 6d. per doz. different 
conies, post free.

PUBLICATIONS
‘ CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF 

NORW ICH,’ by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. post 
free from  the author, St. Clement’s Rectory, 
3, Colegate, Norwich. An account of the beUs 
of one of England’s most historic cities, well 
illustrated with plans, cross sections and pic­
tures. Second edition, much improved; no in­
crease in price.

‘ CHURCH BELLS OF FLINTSHIRE,’ by 
Ranald C louston; 34 pages; 9 photographs. 
Giving full particulars of 14 rings and many 
other bells, with illustrations. 3s. 6d. post free 
from the author at Swanslea, Westerfield, near 
Ipswich, Suffolk. 1777

COLLECTION OF PLAIN M A J O R  
METHODS (second edition), with Table of 
First Performances. Price 3s. From Mr. W. 
H. J. Hooton, Osmington School, Tring, Herts.

MISCELLANEOUS
To ringers visiting Durban, South Africa, the 

address of Mr. John Maeder. conductor at St. 
Mary’s, Greyville, Durban (10), is 335, Cowey 
Road, Durban. Telephone 3.7998 (private), 
2.3636 (business). 1937

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
orders a t the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

PEAL CARDS can now be ordered a t 5s. •  
set of 12, post free (minimum charge). Order 
and remittance must be sent with peal report.

MEETINGS
BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 

Frome Branch. — Annual meeting, Shepton 
Mallet. Saturday, Jan. 10th. Bells 3. Service
4.30. Tea and meeting to follow. Names for 
tea to E. J. Chivers, Wingles, Chilcompton. 
Bath. 1896

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION—Bath 
Branch.—The annual meeting will be held a t 
Bath Abbey on Saturday, Jan. 10th. Bells 3 
p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5.30 p.m. Names 
for tea to Mr. S. S. Woodburn, The Bungalow. 
Cranwells, Sion Hill, Bath. 1942

BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY — 
Meeting at St. Mary’s. Beverley, Jan. 10th. Bells 
available from 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p jn . 
Names for tea by first post Wednesday, Jan. 
7th, to Mr. A. Taylor, 28, Albert Terrace, 
Beverley. 1932

DEVON GU ILD .—Exeter Branch.—Practice, 
Newton St. Cyres (8), Saturday, Jan. 10th, 3 
p jn . Please provide own food. Cups of tea 
available. All ringers (potential or advanced) 
welcomed.—F . W reford, Hon. Sec. 1940

EAST GRINSTEAD G U IL D —Mayfield (8), 
Jan. 10th. Tea for those who notify M r. W. 
Kitchenside, 3, South Street.—C. A. Bassett.

1899
ELY ASSOCIATION.—Wisbech Branch — 

Annual meeting, Wisbech, Jan. 10th. Bells (10)
2.30. Service 4.30. Meeting 6 . Own arrange­
ments for te a ; there are several cafes near 
church.—I ,  E. Fox, Dis. Sec. 1919

HERTS COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — St. 
Albans District.—Annual district meeting, Sat­
urday, Jan. 10th, at St. Albans. Bells: St. 
Peter’s (10) from 2.45 p.m .; Cathedral (12) 
from 6.30 p.m. Tea at St. Peter’s Institute 5 
p.m.—W. J. Southam, Dis. Sec. 1962

HEREFORD GUILD.—Ross District.—An­
nual meeting, Ross, Saturday, Jan. 10th. Beils
3 p.m. Service 4. Tea and meeting 4.30. 
Names to  W. T. Poston, Viewlands, Walford 
Road, Ross-on-Wye/ 1891

HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT SOCIETY — 
Annual meeting, Halifax Parish (12), Saturday, 
Jan. 10th. Service 4.30. Cups of tea provided, 
please bring own food, or cafes in town. Meet­
ing immediately afterwards. Bells from 2 p.m. 
to  9 p.m. All ringers welcome. 1904

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION—Maid­
stone District. — .Meeting, West Mailing (8), 
Saturday, Jan. 10th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. 
Tea 5. Names to Dr. E. S. J. Hatcher, Kim- 
meridge, Ditton, Maidstone. 1918

LADIES’ G U ILD .—North-Eastern District. 
—Inaugural meeting, St. John’s, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, Saturday, Jan. 10th. Bells (8) at 2.30 
p.m. Tea at Roma Cafe, Bigg Market (3s.), at
4.30. 1880 

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD —Leicester
District.—Annual meeting at Leicester on Satur­
day, Jan. 10th. Bells available; St. John’s (10), 
St. Mary’s (8) 2.30-4.30; Cathedral (12) 5-6; 
St. Mary’s (8) after tea if required. Service
4.30 at St. M ary’s. Tea 6 p.m. in St. Marv's 
Schools. 1886

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. — Eastern 
Branch.—Quarterly meeting, Kirton-in-Holland, 
Saturday, Jan. 10th. Bells (8) at 2.30.. Ser­
vice 4.15 p.m. Tea, Parish Hall, at 5 p.m. 
—W. E. Clarke, Hon. Sec., 99, Norfolk Street, 
Boston, Lincs. 1905

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Northern 
Branch (Lincoln District).—Annual meeting nt 
Washingborough, Jan. 10th. 1930

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Southern District. — Annual general meeting, 
Jan. 10th. St. Luke’s, Chelsea, 3 to 4.30 p.m. 
Service 4.30. Own tea. Meeting, Chelsea, 6 
p.m. St. Mary’s, Battersea, 7 p.m.—J. H. Lott, 
Hon. Sec. 1931

MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.—Annual 
meeting at Reoton Saturday. Jan. 10th. Bells 
(8) 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 1883

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— 
North Norfolk Branch.—The annual meeting 
will be held at Wymondham, on Saturday, Jan. 
10th. Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Service at 4.15. 1876 

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION — 
Northern Branch.—Meeting at Rowley Resis 
(8), Saturday, Jan. 10th, 3 p.m. (17th unsuitable 
for Rector). Service 4.15 p.m. Tea and busi­
ness meeting. Social evening to follow.—Ber­
nard C. Ashford, Secretary, Bowling Green 
Lane, Stourbridge. 1925

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 
YOUTHS. — Meeting. Bell Foundry, White­
chapel, Saturday, Jan. 17th, 3 p.m.—A. B. Peck.

1912
BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 

Chew Deanery.—Meeting a t Winford. Jan. 17th.
4 o’clock.—Percy G. Yeo, Long Ashton. 1968 

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Luton 
D istrict—Annual meeting, Leighton Buzzard, 
Saturday. Jan. 17th, 3 p.m. Please send names 
for tea (5 p.m.) to Mr. H. Whitney, 32, Ment- 
more Road. Linslade.—Dennis Knox. 1963 

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Crewe 
Branch. — Annual meeting. Crewe, Jan. 17th. 
Bells (10) 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Names for 
tea m u s t  be received by Jan. 14th.—W. Kerr. 
26, Davenham Crescent, Crewe. 1946
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CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Wirral 
Branch.—Meeting, Eastham (6), Saturday, Jan. 
17th. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea provided 
for those notifying by 14th at latest.—Alexander 
J. Martin, 19, Falcon Road, Birkenhead. 1971

COVENTRY DIOCESAN GU ILD.—Quar­
terly meeting, Warwick, Jan. 17th. St. M ary’s 
bells (10) available at 3. Tea at 5 at the Ilex 
Cafe, 24, Smith Street, for all who notify me 
by Wednesday, Jan. 14th. Business meeting will 
follow tea at the cafe. Bells available again 
during the evening.—Mrs. D. E. Beamish, Gen. 
Hon. Sec., 21, Gipsy Lane, Nuneaton. Phone 
Nuneaton 3296. 1965

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIA­
TION (Southern District) and CLEVELAND 
AND NORTH YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
-—Joint meeting, St. John’s, Darlington, Satur­
day, Jan. 17th, 2.30 p.m. Names for tea by Jan. 
I5th to Mr. T. Cooke, 24, Leafield Road, 
Darlington.—D. R. Airey. 1973

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Cam­
bridge District. — District annual, Cambridge, 
Saturday, Jan. 17th. Bells: R.C. (8) 2-3 p.m.,
7.30-8.30 p.m .; St. Bene’t’s (6) 2.30-4 p.m .; St. 
Andrew’s (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m., 
St. Andrew's Parish Room, Emmanuel Road.— 
H. L. Martin, Dis. Sec. 1966

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Hunts 
District.—Annual general meeting at Hunting­
don on Jan. 17th. St. Mary’s (8) bells from 3 
p.m., All Saints’ (6) from 4 p.m. Service, All 
Saints’, 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. at All Saints’ Hall, 
followed by meeting.—H. S. Peacock, Dis. Sec.

1960
ESSEX ASSOCIATION—N.E. D is t r i c t -  

Annual meeting at St. Peter’s, Colchester, Jan. 
17th. Ringing from 2.30. Service 5 p.m. 

Tea 5.30 p.m. Business meeting after tea. 
Names for tea to me by Jan. 12th.—R. Dues- 
bury, Hon. Sec., 5, Clacton Road, St. Osyth.

1780
ESSEX ASSOCIATION—Northern Division. 

—Annual meeting, Halstead (8), Saturday, Jan. 
17th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Names for tea 
to Miss H. Snowden, 3, Belle Vue, Hedingham 
Road, Halstead. 1938

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Northern District. — Annual general meeting, 
Hitchin, Jan. 17th, 3 p.m. Tea 5.15.—E. Buck, 
Dis. Sec. 1939

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Western District. — Annual district meeting at 
Heme! Hempstead (8), Saturday. Jan. 17th, 3 
P.m. Names for tea to Mr. D. Cartwright, c /o  
Waldock’s Bakery. High Street, Tring, by Jan. 
15th.—P. A. Martin, Dis. Sec. 1974

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Ton­
bridge District.—Joint meeting with Hawkhurst 
and District Guild at Hawkhurst on Jan. 17th, 
at 2.30. Service 4.45. Tea 5.15. Names for 
tea to Mr. G. Billenness, 3, Grasmere Terrace, 
Woodbury Road, Hawkhurst. 1863

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION —Canter­
bury District.—Quarterly meeting, Wingham, 
Saturday, Jan. 17th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. 
Tea 2s. per head. Names for tea (cash, please, 
with names) to me not later than Monday, Jan. 
12th.—B. J. Luck. 20, Beaconsfield Road, Can­
terbury. T901 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bolton 
Branch.—Meeting, Bolton Parish Church, Sat., 
Jan. 17th. Bells available. St. George’s, 2.30 
P m. to 4.30 p.m .; Parish from 2.30 p.m. Ser- 
yice 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m., free. Business meet­
ing follows tea. Names for tea to V. Martin, 
413, Crompton Way, Bolton, before Jan. 15th. 
—Peter Crook. Hon. Sec. 1952 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Liverpool 
Branch.—Meeting on Jan. 17th at St. Thomas’, 
St. Helens. Note changed date.—J. M. Preston. 
Branch Sec. • 1970 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — M an­
chester Branch. — Ringing meeting at Christ 
Church. Pendlebury. Jan. 17th. 3 p.m. Cups of 
tea. All welcome. Bus from King Street West 
o r Victoria Bridge.—R. Benson. 1972

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Rossen- 
dale Branch.—Next meeting is a t Rawtenstall on 
Saturday, Jan. 17th. Meeting in tower at 6 p.m. 
This is the annual branch meeting, so turn up, 
please. All ringers welcome.—J. Porter. 1957 

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Melton 
District.—Annual meeting a t Melton Mowbray, 
Saturday, Jan. 17th. Bells 2.30-4.30 and 6.15-
8.15. Service 4.30. Tea and meeting, Colies 
Hall, 5 o ’clock. Names to  Mr. H. Clayton, 17, 
Bayswater Road.—J. H. Cook. 1954

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. — Gains­
borough District.—The annual meeting will be 
held at Gainsborough on Saturday, Jan. 17th. 
Service 4.15. Tea 5 p.m. for those who notify 
me by previous Tuesday.—Geo. L. A. Lunn 
(Hon. Sec.), Crow Garth, Lee, Gainsborough. 
Tel. 2623. 1936

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION—N. 
District.—Annual meeting, Saturday, Jan. 17th. 
Ringing. St. Saviour’s, Walthamstow (Mark- 
house Road), 3-4.30, Leyton (Church Road) 
6-7.30. Tea, Roma Cafe, corner Markhouse 
Road, 4.45. Business meeting, Leyton, 5.30.— 
A. Boyack, Dis. Sec. •  1975

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION & LONDON 
GUILD. — North and East District. — Annual 
meeting at St. Matthew’s. Warwick Road, 
Upper Clapton, on Saturday, Jan. 17th, 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and business to follow, 
when officers will be elected. Names are neces­
sary to ensure tea. No. 653 trolley bus route.— 
T. J . Lock. 1956

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION.—District an­
nual meeting, Acton, Jan. 17th. Bells 3 p.m. 
and in evening. Service • 4.30. Meeting 6 in 
vestry. Tea available locally. District commit­
tee, Heston Vicarage, Jan. 15th, 7 p.m. 1953 
subscriptions should be paid now. — F . W. 
Goodfellow, Hon. Sec. 1964

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Reading 
Branch.—Monthly practice, Henley, Saturday, 
Jan. 17th. Bells 6-8.30 p.m. Branch annual, 
St. Laurence’s, Reading, Feb. 14th. 1969

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — South 
Oxon Branch.—A meeting of the above branch 
will be held a t Stoke Mandeville, Bucks, on 
Saturday, Jan. 17th. Ringing at 3 p.m. Service 
at 4. Tea for those who advise me not later 
than Jan. 12th.—H. Badser, The Blue Man, 
Thame, Oxon. 1961

PETERBOROUGH GUILD.—Wellingborough 
Branch.—Annual meeting, Finedon, Jan. 17th. 
Names for tea Tuesday previous.—A. Bigley, 
30, Allen Road. Irthlingborough. 1900

SALISBURY GUILD.—Dorchester Branch.— 
Annual meeting, Jan. 17th, St. Peter’s, D or­
chester. Bells 2.30. Service 4. Tea and meeting 
follow. Names by Jan. 13th to M r. J. W. 
Smith, 147, Damers Road, Dorchester.—Hayne, 
See 1944

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. — Wim- 
borne Branch. — Annual meeting at Poole on 
Jan. 17th. Ringing from 2.30. Service a t 4 
p.m. Address by the Rector of Poole. Tea at 
4.45 for those who notify by Jan. 14th I. Davis. 
109, Wimborne Road, Poole. 1948

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND 
YOUTHS. — Annual meeting, Jan. 17th. St. 
Leonard’s, Shoreditch. 2.30-4: St. Martin-in- 
the-Fields 3.30-5.15. Names for tea (5.30) es­
sential by Jan. 14th.•—K. Matthews, Hon. Sec.. 
177. Ensadine Street, Southfields. S.W.18. 1907 

SOUTHWELL G U IL D —Newark District — 
Annual meeting at Southwell, Saturday, Jan. 
17th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Names for tea. by pre­
vious Tuesday, to Mr. F . Pickard, 47, West- 
gate, Southwell.—P. N. White. 1878

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. — Southern Divi­
sion.—Practice meeting, St. Nicholas’, Brigh­
ton, Jan. 17th. Tower open 3 p.m. Service 4 
p.m. Tea 5 o.m. Please notify for tea by Jan. 
14th to  P. F . Romney, 21, Woodsland Road. 
Hassocks. 1949

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION—The next 
general meeting will be held at Wakefield Cathe­
dral on Saturday, Jan. 17th. Bells (12) avail­
able from 3.30 p.m. Committee meet in Ves­
try 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Meat tea (3s. per 
head) 5.15 p.m. in Cathedral Schools. Names,

by Jan. 15th, to J. E. Kirby, 116, York Street, 
Wakefield. General meeting same premises 
immediately afterwards.—L. W. G. Morris, 
Hon. Gen. Sec., 65. Lilycroft Road, Heaton, 
Bradford. 1927

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South-Eastern 
Division.—Annual meeting, Writtle (8), Satur­
day, January 24th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Business and election of officers for 
1953. Numbers for tea to A. Everett, 24, The 
Chase, Boreham. 1911

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Farn- 
ham District.—Annual district meeting at Farn- 
ham (8) on Saturday, Jan. 24th, from 2.30 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea in Co-operative Hall at
5.15 p.m. Names for tea to C. W. Denyer, 115, 
West Street, Farnham, by previous Wednesday. 
—G. S. Joyce, Hon. Dis. Sec. 1943

K E N T  COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Rochester District—Quarterly meeting a t  Cliffe 
(8) (not Shorne as announced) on Saturday, 
Jan. 24th. Bells available after 3 p.m. Names 
for tea to Cyril S. Jarrett, 1, Blenheim Avenue, 
Chatham, by Tuesday, Jan. 20th. 1976

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Southern 
Branch.—Annual meeting, Grantham  (10), Sat­
urday, Jan. 24th. Ringing 2.30 p.m. Service
4.15 p.m. Tea 5 p.m., the Talbot Cafe. Names 
for tea before Jan. 19th to P.C. R. Woods, 15, 
Cowes Road, Grantham. 1953

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Northampton Branch. — January 24th. St. 
Giles’ bells (10) 2.30 p.m.-3.30 p.m.. Service
4 p.m. All Saints’. Bells (8) in evening. Meat 
tea 4.45 p.m. Admission by ticket only. Price: 
Branch members up to 18 years 2s.; over 18 
years 2s. 6d . ; others 4s. Names, with remit­
tance, must reach me by Thursday, Jan. 15th, 
this is definite.—Mr. Eric Nobles, Hon. Branch 
Sec.. 48, Millway, Duston, Northants. 1898 

SALISBURY GUILD.—Caine Branch.—An­
nual meeting, W ootton Bassett (8), Jan. 24th. 3 
p.m. Names for tea early to E. Brooks, 37 
Church Street, W ootton Bassett. Wilts. 1955 

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. — Salis­
bury Branch.—Annual meeting, Jan. 24th, Salis­
bury. Service, St. Edmund’s, 4, followed by tea 
and meeting. Bells : St. M artin’s 2.30-3.30, 6.30- 
8.30; St. Paul’s 2.30-3.30, 8.15-9; St. Thomas’
6.15-8. Names for tea, please, to Miss Eloie, 
81, Hamilton Road, Salisbury. 1950

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY 
OF STAFFORD.—Winter meeting, St. Barth­
olomew’s, Wednesbury, Jan. 24th. Bells (10)
3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15 at Wadsworth’s 
Restaurant. Names for tea not later than Wed­
nesday, Jan. 21st—Fred Bennett, Pool House 
Road. W ombourn. 1945

SURREY ASSOCIATION. — Southern Dis- 
tnct. — Annual meeting, Reigate, Jan. 24th. 
Bells (10) 3. Tea and business meeting 5. 
Names for tea by Jan. 20th to Miss B. Mayers,
3, Church Road, South Park, Reigate. 1941

BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY — 
Annual dinner in Market Cross Hotel, Beverley, 
on Jan. 31st, at 6 p.m. All ringers and friends 
welcome. Price 9s. per head. Will all who 
desire to attend please send their names, with 
remittance, before Jan. 17th to Mr. G. Braith- 
waite, 26, Albert Terrace, Beverley. 1933

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Dinner 
and social evening, 6.30 to 11 p.m., will be held 
at the Corporation Hotel, Derby, on Saturday, 
Feb. 21st. Tickets, priced 6s. 9d . obtainable 
from D. R. Carlisle. 85, Derby Road, Risley. 
Derby. Peals arranged by request in the morn- 
ning.- Open ringing a t Derby towers in the 
afternoon. 1935

TH A X TED , ESSEX.—On Dec. 26th. 1,408 Cam ­
bridge Surprise M ajo r: D aphne H are 1. Joan Ashton
2. M ary Stephens 3. Susan O sborn 4. R . Piron 5. 
A. Smith 6. R. Stephens 7. M. Stephens (cond.) 8. 
First quarter in the m ethod by all except the ringer 
of the sixth.
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Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following contributions to meet 
the cost of producing ‘ The Ringing W orld.’ 

Personal: St. James’s, Barrow-in-Furness, 
2s. 6d . ; T. H. Francis, 4s. 1\& .; Anon., 5s.

Peals: West Keal, 2s. 6d . ; Taunton, 2s.; 
Stanwell, 2s. 6d . ; Aston Clinton, 3 s .; Llan- 
frechfa, 5 s .; Chester, 5s. 6d . ; Norton, 3 s .; 
Spalding, 4s. 6d . ; Thornbury, 4 s .; Usk, 2s. 
6d . ; Holywell, Is. 6d . ; St. Ives, Is. 6d . ; 
Kenn, 3 s .; Daybrook, 2 s.; Allesley, 4 s .: Bob­
bing, 3 s .; Eastbourne, 5 s .; Ealing, 2s. 6d.

Quarter Peals: Lyme Regis, 2s. 6d . ; Swin­
don, Is. 6d . : Horsell, 2s. 6d . ; Sapcote, Is. 
6 d .; Longbridge, 2s. 6d . ; Coleshill, 3 s ; New 
Alresford, 4s. 6d . ; Buckingham, 2s. 6d . ; 
Devizes, 5 s .; Sileby, 2s. 6d . ; Fulham, 2s. 
6 d .; Heane, 3 s .; Chichester, 2 s .; Somersham, 
I s . ; Hemingford Abbots, I s . ; Heston, 2 s .; 
Chewton Mendip, 4s. 6d . : Isleworth, 2s. 6d . ; 
Coleme, 4 s .; South Shields, 2s. 6d.

SlU g > a tn ts  B o u fc les
IN  T H E  N E W  Y E A R

This method ha» been sent to  m any parts  of 
the country

HAVE YOU HAD A COPY?
I f  not, send for one now to

W. H.  C A V I L L ,
H igh  S treet, A shcott, 
B ridgw ater, Som erset

Price 6 d . post free. E x tra  copies 4 d . each

PUBLICATIONS
BY TH E CENTRAL COUNCIL

COLLECTION OF P L A I N  s. d.
MAJOR METHODS ..  . . 3 0 

COLLECTION OF COM POSI­
TIONS (MAJOR) ...................2 9

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 
MINOR METHODS ..  . .  3 6 

FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR
METHODS ...........................  6

CHANGE RINGING ON HAND­
BELLS ....................................2 0

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSI­
TION ............................................1 2

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise Major . .  4
Double Norwich ...................  6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise M ajor . . . .  4 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS . . . .  6 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. II., Plain Bob and Double
Oxford Bob ...........................1 0

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. I  0 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

W ITH S.P.A.B............................... 8
DOUBLE NORWICH COURT

BOB C A T E R S ........................... 1 2
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc............................. 1 2
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or C om pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (3 copies for 2/-) 9 

(New Edition)
Post free from 

MR. W. H. J. HOOTON 
Osmington School, Tring, Herts.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4 /6  : :  4 to 6 bells 2/6 
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-under-Ham, 

Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to  St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc. *

M UFFLERS : :  RIN G IN G  MATS : :  MATTING : :  FLAG LINES : :  ETC. ETC.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages;
31-

• GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. T rollope; 130
pages; 3/4 

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150

* STANDARD METHODS,’ 11th edition.
Letterpress 2/6. Diagrams 1951 re­
print 2/6 .

‘ TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being 
rewritten. _

‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10 

All post free on receipt of postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

WITH  AM POTTS & SONS, LTD. BANKFmLIL ™ ^ - LEEDS’ 4
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1

Printed to r the Proprietors by the W oodbridge Press L td .. G uildford, and  Published by the Rolls H ouse Publishing C o.. L td., Breams Buildings. L oadoa. B.C.4.


