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D IRMINGHAM has for more than a century held a unique

position in English change ringing.  Probably no
provincial centre has had a greater influence on the Exercise,
and from the city, generation after generation, there have gone
forth men with the hall-mark of Birmingham, carrying with
it a reputation for good striking and sound, honest-to-goodness
method ringing. It is in the blood, and it is in the training
received.

We do not wish to imply that Birmingham has a mono-
poly of the country’s sound ringers. London could produce
a band, and always could, to equal Birmingham in prowess
and other attributes that ringers hold dear. To-day Leicester
would be prepared to challenge Birmingham on 12-bell method
ringing. We have no desire, however, to stress or stimulate
inter-city rivalry which was such a characteristic of the last
century, or to cast comparisons between one centre and
another. Nevertheless, it must be frankly admitted that
Birmingham ringers set an example which other centres try
to emulate, and their example is an inspiration to young
ringers.

To have the privilege of ringing with the St. Martin’s Guild
is an aspiration of most progressive ringers. For that reason
the Henry Johnson Commemoration Dinner makes an equal
appeal to the young and the old. Looking at the long tables
at last week’s dinner, one could not fail to observe the accent
on youth. The young generation was well represented. They
came to Birmingham as the pilgrims go to Mecca, to rub
shoulders with the great and to try their prentice hands on
the bells that have added so much glory to English ringing.

But the Henry Johnson Commemoration Dinner is more
than a ringing ritual for young and old. To-day it is one
of the two great social reunions of the Exercise; the other, the
dinner of the Ancient Society of College Youths, is largely
a closed shop. The dinner originated 62 years ago through
the initiative of Sir Arthur Heywood to commemorate die
life and work of Henry Johnson. In its original concept it
was a gathering of ringers from all parts of England to pay
homage to Birmingham’s ‘ grand old .man,” the first being
held on his 80th birthday. With the passing of years, ‘ Henry
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Johnson ' becomes largely a legendary title, although it was
gratifying to see present two veterans who knew him in the

flesh.

Nevertheless, the view expressed by Mr. Frank E. Haynes,
who proposed the toast to his memory, that the name of
Henry Johnson should be perpetuated is sound. Even if
the personal attributes of this worthy become legendary in
character— and he has been surpassed by others equally as
famous in their day and generation— the continuance of tradi-
tion is a great thing. Such gatherings set a hall-stamp; they
are a constant reminder to the present generation. This can
be said of Birmingham ringers of- to-day: they have not failed
Henry Johnson. The same moral standard and devotion to
the art remain steadfast.

A characteristic of Birmingham to-day is that leadership
does not rest with one man. The present master, Mr. Albert
Walker, has those lovable traits which draw men unto him.
As an exponent of Stedman Cinques, with over 400 twelve-
bell peals to his credit, he is without a peer, and perhaps, to
use a simile, he is the chief matador of ‘the bullring.” In
the secretary of the St. Martin’s Guild, Mr. George E. Feara,
there is the prince of organisers, whose ringing ability and
knowledge enable him faithfully to discharge his office.
Although well under 50 years of age, George has rung nearly
700 peals, and in 1948 led the country with over 100 peals.
The *paper ' man of St. Martin’s Guild is schoolmaster Edgar
C. Shepherd, whose treatise on Double Norwich Court Bob
Caters is regarded as a standard work. This year he retired
from the post of Ringing Master on account of pressure of
work in other directions. His successor belongs to the next
generation in Mr. G. W. Critchley.

A characteristic of the Birmingham ringers of to-day is that
they are good community men. Their life does not revolve
around ringing, but it forms a part of their lives. This true
balance is very essential in life. St. Martin’s Guild has two
members of the City Council, and one of them, Aid. A.
Paddon Smith, will in May become the Lord Mayor. One
of the chief criticisms ringers have to meet is that they have
a lop-sided mentality and life is viewed from one angle only,
that of the belfry. The example of Birmingham refutes that
criticism.  As Henry Johnson was held in esteem as a man
of high moral standing, so are the leaders in Birmingham
enjoying the confidence and respect of their fellow-citizens.
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TWELVE BELL PEAL
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD.
On Sat., Mar. 4, 1950, in 3 Hours and 23 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Matthew,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5919 CHANGES;

Tenor 26£ cwt. in D.
Howard Howell ...Treble George W. Hughes ... 7
Joan Beresford 2 Arthur T. Dutton 8
Maurice G. Turner 3 Alan Elsmore ... < 9
Barnabas G. K ey ... 4 ¢Gordon Harrison 10
Francis Brotherton 5 Richard J. Warrilow 11
Aubrey M. Pickering 6 Henry E. Green ...Tenor
Composed by John Carter. Conducted by Howard Howell.

* First peal on twelve bells.

TEN BELL PEALS
LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Fri., Feb. 24, 1950, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
At the Bell Foundry Campanile,
A PEAL OF YORKSHIRE SURPRISE ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 6£ cwt.

Colin Harrison ...Treble Shirley Burton

¢Terence A. Thornber 2 Sidney O. Cheney 7
*Paul L. Taylor ... 3 J. Fredk. Milner 8
Peter J. Staniforth ... 4 John R. Smith 9
Kathleen Tilley 5 Harold J. Poole ... Tenor

Conducted by P. J. Staniforth
First peal of Yorkshire
Harry

Composed by Chas. J. Sedgl'ey.

* First peal of Yorkshire Surprise Royal.
Surprise Royal as conductor. A birthday compliment to
Poyner.

BIRMINGHAM.
ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 3 Hours and 22 Minutes,
At the Cathedral Church of St Philip,

A PEAL OF PUDSEY SURPRISE ROYAL, 5040 CHANCES;

Tenor 31 cwt. 21 Ib. in D.
H. James Turner... .Treble Henry H. Fearn
Albert W alker 2 Arthur V.

Pearson - é

John Pinfold 3 Arthur Pritchard

Terry R. Hampton 4 Frank E. Haynes - 9
Arthur D. Cook ... . s George E. Fearn , Tenor
Composed by C. J. Sedgley. Conducted by George E. Fearn.

First peal of Pudsey Royal for the Guild and by all the band. In
memoriam Samuel Grove.
LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Mon., Feb. 27, 1950, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
At the Bell Foundry Campanile,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5019 CHANGES;
Tenor 6J cwt.

Harold J. Poole ...Treble Harold G. Jenney

ePaul L. Taylor ... 2 Sidney O. Cheney é
Peter J. Staniforth ... 3 Richard Grant

Shirley Burton ... ... 4 Harry Broughton 9
Harry G W ayne s John Grant Tenor

Composed by Fredk. H. Dexter. Conducted by H J. Poole.
* First peal of Stedmari Caters. A compliment to John Grant on

his 70th birthda\x/.
EDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE.
ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM.
On Sat., Mar. 4, 1950, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Bartholomew,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5007 CHANGES;

Tenor 24 cwt. 18 Ib. in E flat.
Joyce A. England Treble George W. Cecil ... 6
Mrs. C. J. Matthews...,, (2 R. Thomas Newman 7
Thomas H. Francis. 3 David E. Parsons . 8
Cecil J. Matthews 4 Frederick E. Collins... 9
Thomas G. Fox 5 John E. Chilcott ... Tenor

Conducted by Thomas H. Francis.

Composed by C. Charg€£.
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EIGHT BELL PEALS

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.
THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Mon., Feb. 20, 1950, in 2 Hours and 44 Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist,
A PEAL OF PUDSEY SURPRISE MAjoH, 5024 CHANGES;;
Tenor 11 cwt. 5 Ib. in A flat.
Frederick Sheraton ...Treble Ernest Wallace

Herbert P. ClLiff.. 2 J William E. Robinson ... 6
John A. Brown 3 i Samuel C. W alker 7
John Anderson ... 4 Denis A. Bayles ... Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Denis A. Bayles.
First peal in the method by all the band, on the bells and for the:
Association.

WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
On Mon., Feb. 20, 1950, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes',
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
J. J. Parker’'s Twelve-part. Tenor 18 cwt.

M. E. H. Barrow ...Treble .¢{Kenneth M. Gravson 5
¢{Elizabeth Brown 2 Rodney B. Meadows 6
+tW. Gwyn Thomas 3 Frank P. Wright ... 7
i*JAnne M. Dickinson... 4 Norman G. McCrum... Tenor

Conducted by Frank P. Wright.

¢ First peal on eight bells, t First peal of Triples. JFirst peal of

Grandsire. Rung on the 25th birthday of Eric B. Wood.
HENFIELD, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Feb. 21, 1950, in 3 Hours,
At the Church of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR. 5120 CHANGES;
Tenor 16 cwt. 2 qr. 7 Ib. in E.
¢Sylvia M. Wnhite ...Treble t Fridk. W. Parsons
Edgar R. Rapley 2 Cecil R. Longhurst : |
tFRANK E. CrUTTENDEN 3 +Ernest F. Packham 7
tErnest Lish . 4 +B'SIL W. White ... Tenor
Composed by John Reeves. Conducted by Basil W. W hite.
* First peal, t First peal in the method. First peal of Treble

Bob as conductor. First peal rung bv all members of St. Peter’s,
Henfield, Society for over 23 years. First peal in the method on the
bells. To celebrate the birth of a daughter, Gillian Susan, to Rev,,
and Mrs. P. M. Barry.

WHITTLESEY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Feb. 21, 1950, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,
At the Church of St. Andrew.
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 20 cwt.

Wittiam H. Oidfietd...Treble | Wittiam Smith ....... 5
David Peters 2 Herbert Goakes 6
Jose Turner 3 I Francis H. Newman 7
Eileen Mounfield 4 eHarry Naylor ... Tenor

Composed by H. Hubbard. Conducted by Francis H. Newman.
¢ First peal.

First peal of Bob Triples by all the band except
ringers of 5 and 7.

NORWICH.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., Feb. 22, 1950, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes,

At the Church of St. Giles-on-the-Hill,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MA.WP 515? CHANCES;
Twelve-part, No. 4. Tenor 15 cwt. 105 Ib. in F.

Mrs. Frewen Moor ..Treble I Charles H. Moore 5
Ernest G. Shorting ... 2 I Bert Gogle ... 6
Arthur G. Bason 3 F. Chari.es Goodman 7
Nolan Golden George Sayer Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Nolan Golden.
Composition contains the 7th 12 times in 6ths place, without 87s at
| backstroke. Rung half-muffled in memoriam the Vicar's mother-in-
I law.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS

New

JOHN SMITH & SON,

Installations Repairs "Maintenance

Estimates and Advice Free

Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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JOHN TAYLOR & CO.

Have since the War completed™ the following :

RECAST RING of 12 (with flat 6th) for WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL, Tenor 36 cwt.

NEW OR RECAST RINGS OF 10

SOUTHAMPTON, St Mary's Tenor 21J cwt. STRATFORD-ON-AVON Tenor 19 cwt.
GRANTHAM Tenor 32J cwt. EVERCREECH Tenor 21 cwt.
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL Tenor 31$ cwt. BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL Tenor 251 cwt.
LIMERICK, St. Alphonsus Tenor 21 cwt. LUTON Tenor 25J cwt.
ABERGAVENNY Tenor 25] cwt.

NFW OR RECAST RINGS OF 8

BREDBURY Tenor 115 cwt. GREAT HAMPTON Tenor 12£ cwt.
ADELAIDE CATHEDRAL . Tenor 41 cwt. MANSFIELD Tenor 16 cwt.
THORPE BAY Tenor 16 cwt. ORMSKIRK Tenor 21J cwt.
CARBIS BAY Tenor 9] cwt. SHEPSHED Tenor 15 cwt.
MACCLESFIELD, St. Peter’s Tenor 7\ cwt. OTTERY ST. MARY Tenor 18J cwt.
BLACKHILL Tenor 16 cwt. WELLINGTON (Somerset) Tenor 19 cwt.
BLAENAVON Tenor 9} cwt. HOOK NORTON Tenor 20J cwt.
ALCESTER Tenor 12J cwt. BURNHAM Tenor 12} cwt.
MADELEY (Salop) Tenor 13 cwt. WALTON, LIVERPOOL Tenor 10 cwt.
(awaiting installation) (awaiting installation)

NEW OR RECAST RINGS OF 6

MUNDFORD Tenor 6 cwt. MARTINSTOWN Tenor 8} cwit.
ROYSTON (Yorks) Tenor 14J cwt. FISHTOFT Tenor 12 cwt.
MARTIN Tenor 9} cwt. BELFAST, St. Donard’s Tenor 9} cwt.

BURTON-ON-TRENT, All Saints’ Tenor 21} cwt.

FLAT 6th, added to the rings of 12 at
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL, CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL, LEICESTER, St. Margaret's

EIGHTY-EIGHT AUGMENTATIONS:—
FOUR rings of 10 THIRTY-TWO rings of 8 FIFTY-TWO rings of 6

EIGHTY-FOUR NEW FRAMES for ringing peals

TWENTY PEALS TUNED and rehung with all new fittings, in old frames

FORTY-ONE FURTHER PEALS REHUNG with ball bearings, and other fittings repaired
ALSO TWENTY-FIVE NEW CHIMES of6 to 18 bells, including three sets for MALTA, largest

bell 4 tons each, and
ALL HALLOWS-BY-THE-TOWER, LONDON, 18 bells, largest 41 cwt.

Alsoa GRAND CARILLON of55 BELLS, Bourdon Bell 9 tons, for NIAGARA FALLS, Canada

The Leading Bellfounders
LOUGHBOROUGH
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ROLLESTON-ON-DOVE, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.
On Thurs., Feb. 23, 1950, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,

At the Church of St.
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES,
Morris J. Morris’ Variation of Parker's Twelve-part.

M asy-the-Virgin,
5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 11 cwt.

¢Albert E. Greening ...Treble Percival W. Grice ... e
Gordon Harrison Edward J. White

Joseph Wm. Cotton ... 3 Barnabas G. Key

W illiam F. W oodward 4 *James Allen Tenor

Conducted by Barnabas G. Key.

* First peal. Rung lialf-muffled to the memory of Mr. L. C.
Smith, local captain and for 43 years clerk and verger at St. Mary’s
Church.

SADDLEWORTH, YORKSHIRE.
=« THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Fri., Feb. 24, ig™o, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Chad,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR,
Tenor 12 cwt.

5040 CHANCES;

Stephen L1I1. Parry ...Treble Alan J. Brown 5
Vernon Bottomley 2 D avid Vincent . . 6
Selwyn H. Dearden ... 3 Fred Dunkerley 7
Harold Armstead 4 S.S.M. P. H. Tocock... Tenor

Composed by G. Cross. Conducted by Fred Dunkerley.
A birthday compliment to S. H. Dearden.

ANDOVER, HANTS.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Parker’s Twelve-part (7th observation). Tenor 16 cwt.

eMary A. Tanner ...Treble John Chesterman 5
Oscar G. Smart 2 Charles H. Kippin 6
fJOHN R. Tolman 3 Archibald L. Mitchell 7
JJames A. Smart ... 4 Norman V. Andrews ... Tenor

Conducted by Archibald L. Mitchell.
* First peal on eight bells, t First peal ‘inside.’ JFirst peal. A
compliment to Mr. and Mrs. F. Padwick on their golden wedding
he being for many years a ringer at St. Mary’s.

BEBINGTON, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
Feb. 25, 1950, in 3 Hours and 17 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Andrew,
KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES;
Tenor 8 cwt. 3 gr. 15 Ib. in A flat.

On Sat.,

A PEAL OF

John Cooke . Treble +A. Lennard Shepherd 5
¢Charles B. Pemberton 2 ¢Ernest T. Carvell ... 6
¢Alfred W. Cusick 3 tlJoseph Goddard 7
Frank T. Parry......... 4 Alexander J. Martin... Tenor

Composed by J. Thorp. Conducted by Alexander J. Martin.

* First peal in the method, t First peal of Major. J50th peal of
Kent Treble Bob Major. First peal in the method as conductor and
25th peal as conductor. Rung as a wedding compliment to Mr. W.
Dean on the occasion of his marriage to Miss D. White. Also a
75th birthday compliment to Mr. J. Goddard.

DODDERHILL, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Augustine of Canterbury,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES:
H. W. Wilde’s Transposition. Tenor 18£ cwt.

. *Claudia A. Harding ...Treble ¢Albert E. Humphries e
Reginald W oodyatt ... 2 +Cyril Tansell  ......... 6
Allen Morgan ... 3 Thomas W. Lewis 7
George E. Large 4 Frederick G. Yates ... Tenor

Conducted by George E. Large.
* First peal of Stedman. 1150th peal for the Association.

HODNET, SHROPSHIRE.
THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
Feb. 25, 1950, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Luke,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;

On Sat.,

Middleton’s. Tenor 12 cwt. 24 Ib.
Frederick Price ...".Treble Wilfred Stevenson 5
Anne Worth ... 2 Joseph W . W hittaker... 6
James A. Milner 3 Edward V. Rodenhusst 7
Peter Laflin John Worth ... Tenor

e 4
Conducted by John Worth.
First peal of Surprise on the bells.
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HYTHE, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,

At the Church of St. Leonard,

A PEAL OF BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES]
Tenor 19 cwt.

Percy Page ...Treble . *Mark S. Laxcefield ... c

Fredk. G. Huckstepp ... 2 +Thomas E. Sone 6

Wilfred W. Ring 3 Thomas Cullingworth 7

Peter D. Huckstepp ... 4 Harry Parkes .Tenor

Conducted by F. G. Huckstepp.

Composed by C. W. Roberts.
First in method as con-

* 150th peal, t First peal in the method.
ductor.

LAMBETH, LONDON.
LONDON COUNTY ASSN. k N. SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 2q, ig”o, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES)
Tenor 16 cwt. 3_qgr. 23 Ib.

¢Peter J. Hutching ...Treble Bertie Green ... 5
Thomas H. Taffender Charles W. Ottley ... 6
¢John F. Goodall 3 eWilliam D. Grainger... 7
Thomas W. Taffender 4 Ernest W. Furbank ... Tenor

Composed by C. Middleton. Conducted by T. W. Taffender.

* First peal of Surprise Major.

LINCOLN.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
Feb. 25, 1950, in 3 Hours and 15 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Giles,
A PEAL OF WEMBLEY SURPRISE MAJOR. 5088 CHANCES;

On Sat,,

Tenor 18 cwt. 2 Ib. in E.
Marianne Gann ...Treble Robert W. Parker - 5
Geoffrey R. Parker ... 2 H. Leslie Pask . 6
Owen A. Needham 3 Jack L. Millhouse n 7
Charles McGuiness 4 John E. Cook . Tenor

Composed by J. W. Washbrook. Conducted by J. L. Millhouse.
First peal in the method by all the band, for the Guild and in
the county.

PULFORD, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
A PEAL OF HEREWARD BOS MAJOR, 5152 CHANCES;
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 gr. 12 Ib.

George F. Sperring ...Treble Frederick H. Birks 5
John W. Griffiths 2 Brian Harris 6
Henry O. Baker 3 R. Gordon Corby

John W. Best 4 Percy Swindley Tenor
Composed by 'J. Morgan. Conducted by Percy Swindley.

First peal in the method by all except the conductor.

STOKE PRIOR, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Michael,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Parker's Twelve-part (7th observation). Tenor 8 cwt. 3 gr. 18 Ib.

Albert O. Lewis.. Treble Robert Lees

Robert Lewis . 2 ¢Derek W atson

Clifford Skidmore . 3 John Liloyd

Alfred Boxley  .......... 4 Ernest Turner ... Tenor

Conducted by Clifford Skidmore.
¢ First peal of Grandsire ‘inside.’” First peal of Grandsire on the
bells since being rehung.

NORWICH.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Mon., Feb. 27, 1950, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
At the Church of St. John de Sepulchre,
A PEAL OF MAJOR, 5184 CHANGES;
Being 1,728 Plain Bob, 1,344 St. Clement's College Bob, 1,344 Double
Bob and 768 of Little Bob; 336 changes of method, 120 bobs and 14

singles. Tenor 9£ cwt. in G sharp.
¢Ernest G. Shorting...Treble Thomas R. Simmons ... 5
Arthur G. Bason 2 George Saver ... 6
Nolan Golden ....... 3 eWalter C. Medler 7
®H. William Barrett ... 4 eBert Gogle .o, Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Nolan Golden.
¢ First peal in four Major methods and on the bells.
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PORTSMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wed., Mar. i, 1950, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,
At the Cathedral Church of St. Thomas of Canterbury,
A PEAL OF LINCOLNSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES;
Tenor 254 cwt. in E flat.

Josiah D. Harris ...Treble ¢Charles H. Kippin ... 5
Mrs. E. F. Salmons ... 2 Tower R. Taylor 6
Fredk. W. Burnett ... 3 Fredk. W. Rogers ... 7
¢John H. Hunt .. 4 Alfred T. Greenwood Tenor

Composed by Rev. H. Law James. Conducted by F. W. Rogers.
¢ First peal of Lincolnshire.

ALLESLEY, COVENTRY.
THE COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Mar. 2, 1950, in 2 Hours and 44 Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF NEW CAMBRIDCE SURPRISE MAJOR, 50S8 CHANCES;
Tenor 12 cwt.

Frank E. Pervin .Treble Paul K. Williamson
¢Hubert G. Summers 2 | ¢John W. Taylor %
¢John W. T. Taylor ... 3 | ¢Hubert Ashley ........ 7
Frank W. Perrens ... 4 eWilliam A. Stote ... Tenor
Composed by N. J. Pitstow. Conducted Frank E. Pervin.

* First peal of New Cambridge. First in the method on the bells.

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Mar. 2, 1950, in 2 Hours and 29 Minutes,
At the Bell Foundry Campanile,
A PEAL OF LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;
Tenor 6£ cwt. ,

Paul L. Taylor Treble 1 Shirtey Burton 5
Colin Harrison . 2 J. Frederick Milner ... 6
Elizabeth Faulknall ... 3 1 John R. Smith ... 7
Harold J. Poole 4 1 Herrick B. Bowley ...Tenor
Composed by G. Lindoff. Conducted by Harold J. Poole.

A compliment to George Straw, of the Leicester Cathedral band,
on his 75th birthday.

NOTTINGHAM.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Mar. 2, 1950, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Parker's Twelve-part (6th observation). Tenor 20 cwt. 3 gr. 2 Ib. in E.

Fredk. A. Salter ...Treble W alter Nichols

Albert H. Ward 2 J. Kenneth W agstaff ... 6
Clement Glenn . 3 Frank W. Brown 7
Fredk. G. Hooper 4 Arthur E. Hoodless ... Tenor

Conducted by J. Kenneth W agstaff.
First peal as conductor on tower bells.

OKEHAMPTON, DEVON.
THE GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.
On Thurs., Mar. 2, 1950, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Parker’s Twelve-part. Tenor 16£ cwt.
Charles Sangwin ... Treble George Skinner .. 5
Jean M. Brown ... 2 Frederick Sangwin ... 6
John L. S. Glanvi 3 Frederick W reford ... 7
Cyrit C. Deem ... 4 ¢John H. Glanvill ... Tenor
Conducted by Frederick W reford.
o First peal of Triples.
LONGSTANTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Fri., Mar. 3, 1950, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5088 CHANCES;
Tenor 7i cwt.
-Jonhn G. Gitson ... Treble ¢Stanley Gilbert 5
Charles W. Cook 2 G. Henry Dunnington 6
+Christine Dunnington 3 Ernest G. Hibbins ... 7
+George E. Crish 4 Mansfield Ginn ... Tenor
Composed by N. J. Pitstow. Conducted by Mansfield Ginn.

*  First peal of Surprise Major,t First peal in the method. First
peal in the method as conductor

GILLETT

JOHNSTON

LIMITED
CROYDON

Founders of the newly
recast Ring of Eight
at HOLSWORTHY
CHURCH, DEVON

Including the manufacture of
the special
ELECTRO - PNEUMATIC
CARILLON 6?7 TUNE
PLAYING MECHANISM

MUSICAL HANDBELLS SUPPLIED
AND EXISTING SETS OVERHAULED

TOWER CLOCK
MANUFACTURERS

Telephone: Thornton Heath 3221-2-3
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HARDEN, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. SIX BELL PEALS
On Fri., Mar. 3, 1950, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes, WISTASTON, CHESHIRE.
At the Church of St. Michael ana All Angels, THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
PEAL OF ASHTEAO SURPRISE MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES; . On Sat., Feb. 18, 1950, in 2 Hours and 25 Minutes,
Tenor 14 cwt. 2 gr. in P. At the Church of St. Mary,
¢Peter Carter  ...... Treble Pfter D. Huckstepp ... 5 A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Reginald E. Lambert... 2 Thomas E. SON € v 6 Consisting of an extent each of Cambridge Surprise, Oxford and Kent
Robert T. Lambert .. 3 eBenjamin F. Baker .. 7 Treble Bob, Single Oxford, Double Oxford, St. Clement's and Plain
Fredk. G. Huckstepp... 4 Thomas Cullingworth Tenor Bob. Tenor 6 cwt. 6 Ib.
¢J. Derek Smith ..Treble | David Smith .
Composed by J. W. Parker. Conducted by Thomas E. Sone. Eric Hornb 2 | Henr Parker
= First peal in the method. First peal in the method on the bells. Alb c yl h 3 | ¢ ,Iy Radd
Rung as a birthday compliment to Thomas Cullingworth. ert Grawley ect addon
Conducted by Henry Parker.
- .
ALMONDSBURY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. First peal in seven methods.

THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Mar. 4, 1950, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
At the Chi'rch of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

GREAT LONGSTONE, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sun., Feb. 19, 1950, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Giles,

Parker’s Twelve-part (7th observation). Tenor 25 cwt. A PEAL OF MINOR. 5040 CHANGES:

¢Jack Turner .o Treble  Warter Smitn - g Consisting of two 720's of Oxford Treble Bob, two 720's of Kent

Henry J. Atwell 2 Douglas Gardner Treble Bob and three 720's of Plain Bob. Tenor 9} cwt.

Cyrit R. Harding ... 3 Victor E. Wills 7 eHerbert Bennett ...Treble | Dennis Scott ... 4

Harold Robbins ... 4 W ittiam J. Cook ...Tenor George H. Paulson ... 2 Edwin Hopkinson 5
Conducted by Victor E. Wills. Dorothy Jean Dunn ... 3 Herbert E. Taylor ... Tenor

* First peal. First peal as conductor. Conducted lay Herbert E. Taylor.

* First peal. First peal in three methods by all. Rung to welcome

BRADING, ISLE OF WIGHT. the Rev. T. N. Rose Price, who was inducted Vicar the previous day.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Mar. 4, 1950, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes, WEEKLEY, NORTHANTS.
At the Church of St. Mary, THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES; On Mon., Feb. 20, 1950, in 2 Hours and 32 Minutes,
Heywood’s Transposition. Tenor 10] cwt. At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
John H. Hunt ..Treble 1 william Upton .. 5 A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Patrick Page 2 | John W. Meade ... . 6 Being 720 each of Cambridge, St. Clement's, Single Oxford, Double
eBryan C. Stirland 3 1 Eredk. W. Burnett ... 7 Oxford, Oxford Treble Bob, Kent Treb_le Bob and Plain Bob.
Frank S. Taylor .. 4 | Fredic. G. Edwards ... Tenor Tenor 8 cwt. 10 Ib. in A
Leonard G. Toset.and...7reble 1 Burley P. Morris 4

Conducted by Frederick W. Burnett.

* First peal in the method. Rung as a 68th birthday compliment
to Mrs. Nellie E. Upton, wife of the ringer of the 5th.

John Shatford e ... 2 ' *1. Patrick Chapman ... 5
Geoffrey E. Watson ... 3 A. Patrick Cannon ... Tenor

Conducted by A. Patrick Cannon.

* )
ENDERBY, LEICESTERSHIRE. 50th peal. Mr. A. P. Cannon’s 225th tower for a peal.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. OROWLAND. LINCOLNSHIRE.

On Sat., Mar. 4, 1950, in 2 Hours and 39 Minutes, THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist, On Tues.. Feb. 21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A PEAL QF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES; At the Abbey Church of SS. Mary, Bartholomew and Guthlac,
Middleton’s. Tenor 12£ cwt. A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Dorothy M. Udale ..Treble I Shirtey Burton ... 5 Being one 720 of St. Clement's and two 720's each of Oxford Treble
Terence A. Thornber... 2 | Peter J. Staniforth ... 6 "Bob, Kent Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 12£ cwt.
Elizabeth Faulknall... 3. John R. Smith 7 #¢Robert Strickland ... Treble Aubrey A. Pepper 4
¢Lawrence Greenhow... 4 Harry Parkes . Tenor eWilliam A. Smedley ... 2 +C. Harold Whitton... 5
Conducted by Peter J. Staniforth. Gwendoline D. Robinson 3 Frank Taylor ... Tenor
¢ First peal of Cambridge Surprise Major. Conducted by Frank Tayitor
* First peal, t First peal in four methods.
HORLEY, SURREY.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION. WITHINGTON, HEREFORDSHIRE.
On Sat., Mar. 4, 1950, in 3 Hours, THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
At the Church of St. Bartholomew, On Tues., Feb. 21, 1950, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES; At the Church of St. Peter,
Tenor 11} cwt. A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Henry Stalham ........... Treble Francis T. Hoad .... 5 Being seven extents. Tenor 16 cwt.
¢John V. Lonsbrough... 2 Maurice Thomas . 6 Leslie Evans ..Treble 1 George Davis ... 4
+Roger R. Beale 3 W ittiam F. Staughter... 7 Monica Davis 2 | Reginald T. Jones 5
Frank Bennett 4 Alfred J. Bull ... Tenor ¢Austin T. Wingate ... 3 Michael P. Moreton ... Tenor
Composed and Conducted by Frank Bennett. . .Conducted by Michael P. Moreton.
* First peal of Bob Major, t First peal on eight bells. *  First peal of Minor in the method. Leslie Evans has now com-
pleted the circle.
IPSWICH, SUFFOLK. HALSALL, LANCASHIRE.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD. THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Mar. 4, igso, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes, Oon Fri., Feb. 24, 1950, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Margarert, At the Church of St. Cuthbert,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR. 5056 CHANGES; A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Middleton’s. Tenor 151 cwt. in F.  Being two 720's each of Kent Treble Bob and Oxford Treble Bob,
#Paitmer V. Wnmr.LL..Treble +John W. Crapnett .. 5 two 720's of Plain Bob and one 720 of Oxford Bob. Tenor 12 cwt.
+R. John Munnings ... 2 W. Keith W hittell ... B. Crttchley Treble 1 Miss E. Rice... .4
(*Ernest W. Blomfield 3 Craud W. J. Woodard 7 Miss M. Ackers 2 ] C. Ackers . 5
Ernest E. Grimes 4 ¢Sidney W. Arbon ... Tenor J. Pounds e 3 1 A. Mawdsley ...Tenor

Conducted by Ernest W. Blomfield. Conducted by A. Mawdstey.

*  First peal of Surprise, t First peal of Cambridge. First peal Rung half-muffled for Sir Wroth Lethbridge, who was buried at
of Surprise by the local company. the above church the same day.
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BURBAGE, BUXTON, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
Feb. 25, 1950, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
At Christ Church,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being seven different 720's. Tenor 10] cwt. (approx.).

On Sat.,

Jack T. Mar*iott ...Treble Jack Baoshaw 4
¢Mrs. Margaret Finlow 2 ¢Ronald Forster 5
Fredk. A. Forster Henry Kirk Tenor
Conducted by Henry Kirk.
* First peal. First peal as conductor. Rung by local service

anger;]s to celebrate Jack Bagshaw’s 25 years as ringer at the above
church.
DAVENHAM, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Wilfrid,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being one extent of Cambridge Surprise, two extents each of Kent
and Oxford Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 15 cwt.

¢Elizabeth Morton ...Treble | Henry Parker ... 4
D avid Smith 2 Cecil Raddon . . 5
Erio Hornby 3 ' Harry W. Howard ... Tenor
Conducted by Harry W. Howard.
* 25th peal. For the birthdays of thtf sons of the ringer of 4th

and conductor.
DEEPING ST. JAMES, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
Feb. 25, 1950, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes,
At the Church of St. James,
A PEAL OF LONDON SURPRISE MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being one 2.160, one 1,440 and two 720's. Tenor 20 cwt. (approx.).

On Sat.,

John C. Morriss... .Treble . Cecil W ade ¥
Raymond Wade 2 William Coldman.
W itliam B. Dawson ... 3 Albert Scott ...

Conducted by Cecil W ade.
First peal of London bv all except the ringer of the tenor.
HAWORTH, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Michael and All Angels,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being 720 of Spliced Kent and Oxford, two 720's of Oxford, two of
Kent and two of Plain Bob. Tenor 12 cwt.

Verney Bairstow ........ Treble | Herbert Helliwell 4
John |. Robertshaw ... 2 Vernon Bottomley 5
'Margaret Hackett i Arthur Bairstow ...Tenor

Conducted by Arthur Bairstow.
WTDFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
At thf Church of St. Mary.
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being one extent each of Oxford Bob and Kent Treble Bob and five
extents of Plain Bob, all called differently. Tenor 9£ cwt.

John Suckling . Treble Eric Edmondson 4

¢Edward Phillips 2 Tohn. Phillips . 5

+REGINALD DORE ... 3 SYDNEY F. CARTER ... Tenor
Conducted bv Sydney F. Carter.

* First peal of Minor, t First Beal in three methods. Rung in

honour of the weddine of James Martin Page to Mary Hickson.
WINTERSLOW, WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 2;, 10s0, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF CARLISLE SURPRISE MINOR, 5040 CHANCES;
Being seven extents. Tenor 12 cwt.

Jack Mussell ... Treble John Hartless 4
Herbert H. Abrahams... 2 Frank L. Harris
David R. Reed . 3 Ronald N. Martow ... Tenor

Conducted by Frank L. Harris.
First peal in the method by all the band and for the Guild,
first peal on the bells.
SILK WTLLOUGHBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
Feb. 25, 1950, in 2 Hours and 34 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Denys,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being seven 720's. Tenor 8 cwt. 3 qr. 18 Ib. in A.

The

On Sat.,

elrene Marrows ... Treble | Henry P. Collin ... 4
Denis A. Frith . 2 Fredk. S. Parsons 5
James W. Haw 3 I James H. Musson ... Tenor

Conducted by James H. Musson.
* First peal of Minor.
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HINCKLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
N On Wed., Feb. 15, 1950, in 1 Hour and 46 Minutes,
At Holywell Stores, London Road,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
A. Jordan ... 1-2 | A. Ballard
H. Knights 5-6
Conducted by A. Ballard.

BIRKENHEAD, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN ULILD.
On Sun., Feb. 19, 1950, in 2 Hours and 8 Minutes,
At 19, Falcon Road,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MINOR,
Being seven extents. Tenor size 10 in E.
Alexander J. Martin 1-2 ] Charles B. Pemberton 3-4
Alfred W. Cusick ........ 5-6
Conducted by Alfred W. Cusick. Witness: A. K. Humphreys.
First peal of Minor ‘in hand’' as conductor. An 85th birthday
compliment to Mrs. E. Pickthall, of Bromborough.
BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Mon., Feb. 20, 1950, in 2 Hours and 12 Minutes,
At 26, Wellington Road,

A PEAL OF GRAtIDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Parker's Twelve-part. Tenor size 17 in A.
Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay 1-2 | Arthur V. Davis 5-6
Daniel T. Matkin 3-4 i Francis S. Wilson 7-8

Conducted by Daniel T. Matkin.
A compliment to Mr. F. S. Wilson on his 75th birthday.
BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Feb. 23, 1950, in 2 Hours and 5 Minutes,
At 9, Windsor Street,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Parker's Twelve-part. Tenor size 15 in B.
John J. Morris 1-2 1 Alfred Ballard 5-6
W. Arthur Riddington... 3-4 | eHarold Kilby 7-8

Conducted by Alfred Ballard,

“in hand." A birthday compliment to Mrs. W. A.

504* CHANGES;

* First peal
Riddington.
BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Fri., Feb. 24, 1950, in 2 Hours and 13 Minutes,
At 26, Wellington Road,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;
Tenor size 17 in A. «
Michael J. E. Best 1-2 | Daniel T. Matkin.........
Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay 3-4 | Kathleen E. Fletcher 7-8
Composed by J. Howes. Conducted by Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay.
BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 2 Hours and 12 Minutes,
At 26, Wellington Road,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5072 CHANGES;

No. 112. Tenor size 17 in A.
Michael J. E. Best 1-2 | Daniel T. Matkin 5-6
sJames E. Daniels 3-4 | Fred Price . 7-8

Composed by M. J. Morris. Conducted by Daniel T. Matkin.
¢ First peal of Major on a ‘working pair.
BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1950, in 2 Hours and 10 Minutes,
At 26, Wellington Road,
A PEAL OF SPLICED MAJOR, 5184 CHANCES;
In eight methods, comprising: 1,536 Plain, 1,440 Gainsborough Little
Bob, 576 Little Bob, 384 each of St. Clement’s, Reverse and Double,
288 Wellington and 192 Crayford Little Bob, with 407 changes of

method. . Tenor size 17 in A.
William G. Young........ 1-2 | Daniel T. Matkin.......... 5-6
Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay 3-4 1 Roy C. Hurst....ccoeeeeee 738

Composed by Nolan Golden. Conducted by Daniel T. Matkin.

BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Mon., Feb. 27, 1950, in 2 Hours and 11 Minutes,
At 26, Wellington Road,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANGES:

No. 81. Tenor size 17 in A.
Michael J. E. Best 1-2 | Daniel T. Matkin 5-6
Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay 3-4 | Rkice B. Rogers ... 7-8

Composed by M. J. Morris. Conducted by D aniel T. Matkin.
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It is a peal ringer's lot
to experience many disap-
pointments. March 8th was
not only the 65th birthday of Mr. Frank E.
Pervin, of Coventry, but the 50th anniversary
of his first peal. The peal attempt com-
memorating this interesting double in his life
unfortunately was lost. Nevertheless, this does
not prevent us from saying, ‘ Happy birthday,
Frank, and may you live and have the strength
to enjoy many more good peals.’

The peal of Minor in three methods rung at
Pevensey, Sussex, on January 9th, was the
2501h peal for Mr. F. H. Hicks, of Hailsham,
not Mr. Gavan D. Tonkins as published.

Writes a Kent ringer: ' Your photograph of
Mr. Harold Poole’s band has surprised several
ringers, who had been thinking what a good
ringer (Miss) Shirley Burton must be!*

The passing of Mr. J. H. Shepherd will be
regretted by a wide circle of friends. His
hobby of measuring tenor bells — it is said
that he inspected nearly 4,000 belfries—made
him a well-known figure. He cycled hundreds
of miles in quest of new tenors. It is to be
hoped that his records will be preserved.

The last quarter on Slough’s bells before the
installation of a ring of ten took place on
March 5th. The work has started and there is
a promise from Messrs. Mears and Stainbank
that the ten will be ready by Easter. Slough
will then have the only ten in Buckingham-
shire.

Apropos Mr. L. C. Wightman’s claim that
the peal at St. Mary’s, Framsden, on February
18th, was his 100th peal on the bells, Mr.
R. W. Steward writes that the same foot-
note was claimed by Mr. Wightman in his peal
at Framsden on December 9th, 1948, and since
then he has rung another four peals on the
bells. We trust that it was a matter of arith-
metic and not of false compositions.
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In renewing his subscrip-
tion, Mr. W. Smith, of St.
James’, Turramurra, New
South Wales, writes : Our team is 50 per cent.
Australian lads and 50 per cent. Englishmen.
The latter are from towers in Devon, Northum-
berland, Surrey, Warwickshire and mysolf from
Leicestershire.

Owing to the regretted illness of Mr. W. H.
J. Hooton, the Central Council's lending library
is not in operation. Readers’ queries can
always be addressed to the Editor, who will
endeavour to meet their wants through the
columns of ‘ The Ringing World.’

We publish this week the first of a series of
articles on Change Ringing Machines, by Mr.
Brian D. Price. Readers are advised to keep
the page of diagrams as they will be referred
to in subsequent numbers. The articles are
not all technical in character.

Mr. James George, although past 96 years,
is busy composing peals. He sends us a peal
of Plain Bob Maximus.

The ringer of the Iltli in the peal of Sted-
man Cinques at High Wycombe on February
11th was Mr. Frank Corke.

Congratulations to John Grant, who rang the
tenor to a peal of Stedman Caters at the
Loughborough Foundry Campanile on his 70th
birthday, and to George Straw, for whom a
peal of London Surprise was rung on the same
bells on his 75th birthday. Both are °‘old
soldiers ' of the Leicester Cathedral company.

Apropos the married couples’ peal at Hands-
worth, Mr. N. Chaddock writes- My report to
you should have read that Mrs. Ryder and
Mrs. Haywood took part in the first peal of
Major to be rung by an all ladies’ team (at
Handsworth 22 years ago), as I am informed
that Minor and Triples had been rung pre-
viously by all ladies’ teams.

ESTABLISHED
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Founders of the new ring of twelve for Liverpool Cathedral
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50 Years at St. Paul’s

MR. HERBERT LANGDON'S SERVICE.

The peal of Stedman Cinques recorded last
week at St. Michael's, Cornhill, marked the
completion of Mr. Herbert Langdon’s 50 years’
continuous service as a ringer at St. Paul’s
Cathedral.

Many famous names have been associated
with the, St. Paul's Guild of Ringers, such as
H. W. Haley, W. Cooter, James Pettit, Robert
Hayworth, Edwin Horrel, G. Muskett, Matthew
A. Wood and John Murray Hayes, all of whom
took part in the first three courses of Stedman
Cinques when the bells were opened in 1878.

James Pettit was the leader and conductor
in the early days, and held that position until
his death in 1912, He was succeeded by
William T. Cockerill, who was for many years
also secretary of the Ancient Society of College
Youths. He died in 1938 and was succeeded
by Herbert Langdon, who has maintained the
high standard of ringing set by his famous
predecessors, and is himself a very fine ringer
and an expert conductor.

Mr. Langdon called the longest peal ever
rung by one set of men at Appleton, Berkshire,
over 21,000 changes. He also conducted the
long length of Stedman Cinques at Southwark
Cathedral—over 12,000 changes, which unfor-
tunately turned out to be false—but the per-
formance was one of the finest, if not the
finest, efforts on twelve bells, the striking being
of the most perfect order, and which held
absolutely spellbound the very large gathering
of ringers who had assembled to hear it.

Probably the performance of which Mr.
Langdon is most proud was that of ringing
the eleventh at St. Paul's to Cambridge Maxi-
mus with A. B. Peck conducting from the
62 cwt. tenor. At that time the eleventh was
going far from well—indeed, she has never
been an easy job, but on this occasion she
was worse than usual. Langdon, after a few
courses, intimated to Peck that he doubted
whether he could finish the peal. ‘Well,” said
Peck, ‘call stand when you've had enough!
Langdon continued until the end of the course,
and as she was going no worse decided to try
for another, and then to his joy found a slight
improvement, which continued until they
finally succeeded and concluded an effort which
will stand out as probably the greatest heavy
bell performance on twelve bells.

It may not be generally known that Sted-
man Cinques is always rung for services at St.
Paul's by order of the authorities. Sir John
Stainer, who was organist at St. Paul's, gave
it as his considered opinion that this method
was the most musical and most suitable one
for the bells, and this ruling has never been
departed from.

There is no more capable conductor in this
method than H. Langdon, and it is the sincere
wish of all his friends in London that he may
be spared for many years to lead and inspire
by his example those who are privileged to
ring at this important Cathedral.

Opportunities to ring peals at St. Paul's are
few and far between, and the present condition
of the bells, which have received no compre-
hensive restoration since they were installed in
1878, would provide a difficult task to ring a
peal on them. Nevertheless, it would have
been more fitting if Mr Langdon’s 50th anni-
versialry had been celebrated bv a peal at St.
Paul’s.

DEATH OF MR. A A. SAVAGE

News is conveyed in the February issue of
*Ringing Towers ' of the death of Mr. A. A.
Savage, late of St. Paul's Cathedral band,
Melbourne. With his passing goes another
link with the early ringing in Australia.

Mr. Savage's last peal was of Grandsire
Cinques at Melbourne during the visit of the
English tourists in 1934. It was rung on Nov.
11th to commemorate the dedication of Vic-
toria’s Shrine of Remembrance, the unveiling
ceremony being performed by H.R.H. the Duke
of Gloucester. *
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GLOUCESTER AND "BRISTOL ASSOCIATION

BRISTOL CITY BRANCH.

On February 18th, the branch added yet
another event to its ever increasing social
activities in that the first dinner was held in
the evening at the Crown and Dove Hotel.

Ringing in the afternoon at St. Mary Red-
cliffe, SS. Philip and Jacob’s, St. Stephen’s and
St. John’s was followed by a service held in
the last-named church. This was conducted by
the Yicar of St. James’, the Rev. C. H. Smith.

About 103 members and friends sat down to
the dinner. Mr. F. G. Leaker, branch chair-
man, presided, ably supported by Mr. A. Ben-
nett, hon. secretary, and Mr. E. F. Hancock,
Ringing Master. Canon Swann pronounced
grace.

An announcement from the chair that the
next drink was *yours for the asking' was
greeted with great enthusiasm. Throughout
the closing stages of the meal much amusement
was occasioned by the desire of some members
to collect signatures on their menu cards, and
the results thereby obtained caused many a
laugh.

The Chairman, after proposing ‘ The King,’
raised the toast of ‘ The Church,” and expressed
a cordial welcome to the clergy present. He
mentioned the difficulties now being experienced
by the Church everywhere, not the least of
these beirtg the building of new churches in
newly-populated areas. During the war, he
continued, their city lost several churches, some
of which contained well:known and well-loved
rings of bells. He expressed the hope that two
of these rings would be rehung, not necessarily
in the same church, but somewhere in Bristol.
Why not hang one of them in the Mother
Church, which, although it had the towers, did
not possess a ring of bells? he suggested.
Ringers, continued Mr. Leaker, were playing
a big part in Church activities, and at Red-
cliffe there was very close co-operation between
clergy and ringers. In this respect the local
band were very fortunate in having as their
Vicar Canon S. E. Swann.

Canon Swarm, replying in a witty vein, said
he had made a few discreet enquiries about
ringers and had been told that they could be
recognised by their own peculiar characteristics.
He mentioned the man seen coming down the
street, looking very serious and appearing to
be muttering to himself—well, he definitely was
a ringer. Congratulating Mr. E. J. Brown,
captain of the ringers of SS. Philip and Jacob’s,
on the excellent menu card, which he had de-
signed and printed, he trusted that they rang
their bells equally as well, although he could
not quite understand how thejr could ring bells
without ropes, there being none shown on the
bells printed on the card. However, it was a
beautiful job well done.

Canon Swann went on to stress the im-
portance of happy relations between the vestry
and belfry, adding that at Redcliffe these were
so good that it was now almost certain that
the extra bell, to give a lighter ring of eight,
would be installed. This was due, life added,
in a large part to Mr. Hancock, their steeple-
keeper and Ringing Master, whose convincing
appeal for an extra bell to the Church Councii
obviously made one wonder why he was not a
parson. He wanted to hear Redcliffe bells ring
on every Sunday.

Three leads of Kent Treble Bob Royal then
followed on handbells. This was well and
truly rung by members of the SS. Philip and
Jacob’s Guild of Ringers, conducted by Mr.
E. J. Brown.

Mr. W. B. Kynaston, Master of the
Gloucester and Bristol Association, proposed
the toast to ‘' The Bristol City Branch.” He
referred to the suggested amalgamation with
the Bristol Rural Branch in 1946 and said how

glad he was that it had not been carried out..

He noted with pleasure the large number of
young people present, adding that he hoped
they would make every endeavour to become
good ringers and thus «a*rry on the ringing in

Bristol which before the war was of a high
standard. Last, but*not least, there was need,
for tolerance by the more experienced ringers-
with the learners, but that did not mean that'
they were to allow bad striking.

In his response, the secretary, Mr. A.
Bennett, briefly reviewed the history of the
branch since its re-forming in 1942. Outstand-
ing dates were 1943, when the School of Ring-
ing was formed at St. John’s-on-the-Wall (a
great debt of gratitude was owed to the
founder, who was present), 1948, when the
newly-elected Ringing Master, Mr. E. F.
Hancock, started advanced monthly practices,
which were a great success. He wanted all
towers with rings of bells in Bristol to ring
for service.

He also mentioned the successful social side
of the branch’s activities, and once again paid
tribute to the Ringing Master’s tireless efforts
in organising outings during the last two years.
In conclusion, Mr. Bennett stressed the need
for loyalty, firstly to members’ own towers
and secondly to the branch.

Mr. E. J. Brown proposed ‘The Visitors,
and in extending them a hearty welcome, re-
iterated the need for a close liaison between
church and ringers and between ringers them-

selves. As the quotation on the menu card

stated, ‘ And give them welcome everyone.’
Mr. F. Skidmore, Ringing Master of the

Bristol Rural Branch, replied, and expressed

his warm thanks for so fine a welcome, adding
that it was always a pleasure to come into
Bristol to ring.

Mr. Brown then rose again to propose
‘ Absent Friends,” and recalled some of the
great names of the past, William Cave, John
Burford, Henry Porch, James Hinton and
George Daltry. They were the men who lit
the torch of Bristol ringing, and it was the
duty of all present to see that its light should
again shine forth with the same intensity.

On the lighter side a feature was the intro-
duction of the popular radio game, twenty
questions. This provoked much leg pulling and
enjoyment. It was rather appropriate that
the ‘' Baby’'s Bottle ' was .srot by the voice of
experience. Team: Marv P. Hilliar, Jean Mc-
Dowall, Frank Hansford and Emlyn F.
Hancock. Question master (without experience)
Jack Worrall.

The highlight of the evening was tune ring-
ing on handbells by Miss A. Brown and Messrs.
E. J. Brown and T. W. Kimber. This was a
truly remarkable performance and was much
applauded. The ringers are to be congratu-
lated upon the amount of hard practice they
must have put into it in order to perform in
such a manner.

‘Wizardry and Wisecracks,” by Will Town-
send, provided great amusement, and songs
rendered by Mr. Cecil Barnes (tenor) and Mr.
William Morgan (bass) were much appreciated.

A most successful and enjoyable evening came
«to an end with *Auld Lang Syne,’ sung in the
acknowledged manner.

APPLFTON RINGING DAY

In the traditional style, the 132nd anni-
versary of the opening of the bells at Apple-
ton, Berks, was observed on March 4th. Pro-
ceedings started with a peal of Grandsire
Caters.

The bells were made good use of during the
afternoon, when ringers from Oxford, Swindon,
Reading, East Hagbourne, Abingdon. Kenning-
ton, Launton, Eynsham and other towers at-
tended. The Oxford Guild was represented by
Mr. A. D. Barker (lion, treasurer) and Mr. W.
Hibbert (general secretary), and among others
present was Mr. J. Bennett (Lewisham).

Following tea at the Thatched Tavern, the
White family gave some tunes on handbells-
and lapped a course of Grandsire Caters™
Numerous songs by F. and C. G. White brought
a pleasant day to a dose.
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INTRODUCTION.

With the advent 150 years ago of the machine
age, man applied his intelligence to all kinds
of problems, and nowadays any orderly task
is within the scope of a machine. It is not
surprising that several machines have been
constructed for carrying out change ringing
mechanically.

It is interesting to speculate on the possi-
bility of someone planning a machine prior to
John Carter’s successful attack. One of the
more noteworthy attributes of change ringing
is that it is almost entirely dissociated from
money gain, and anyone tackling the task of
constructing a change ringing machine must
do so purely from the joy of doing so, and
seeing the finished article working. In addi-
tion, by its nature such a machine is not simple
to construct, and needs a mechanical mind to
design it and a craftsman’s skill to execute it.
It is, therefore, not surprising that only two
men (to my knowledge) have at the time of
writing this successfully completed their plans.
John Carter, of Birmingham, a gunsmith by
profession, first completed a ringing machine,
and his machine, a beautifully executed piece
of work, now remains in the South Kensington
Science Museum, London. The Central Council
appoints two trustees, and onlj' certain
authorised persons are allowed to operate it.
As an historical treasure and a piece of
mechanical craftsmanship it is priceless.

Mr. G. F: Woodhouse, of Sedbergh, has for
many years been carrying out valuable ex-
periment and research on various types of
mechanism and has built altogether nine
machines to date, of which the last three
survive.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS.

The general principles underlying the con-
struction of a machine are not difficult to
understand—it is the designing and making of
the necessary mechanisms to execute the prin-
ciples that is the tedious part.

To the uninitiated it would aDpear an easy
task. Simply make a recording on some
medium, in the fashion of a srramoDhone or a
film sound projector. But the change ringer
will know that this is no solution to the ring-
ing machine. For any ringing machine worth
its name must be caoable of ringing bobs and
singles at the will of the ODerator. and, more-
over, must ring any method desired (within
reasonable limits of complexity) without bein”
reconstructed. How can a machine ring any
method?

Supposing the reader writes out, say, a plain
course of Double Norwich Major on Daner.
What he does is rousrhlv what a ringing
machine does wlipn it rings a Dlain course.
One writes down 12345678, then observing that
at the beginning of anv lead of Double Norwich
the bells in Is+s and 2nds Diaces, 3rds and 4ths
places, etc.. change places, one writes under-
neath 21436587. an™ next 24135*578. making the
bells in Ists and 4ths places lie still while the
other pair*? cross over. The slan? word *swop *
is so useful tbat it will be used for *to change
places.* Whatever leadhead we commence
with, we can write down a lead of Double
Norwich merely bv observing what places and
swops to make between each row and the
next. No notice is naid to the work of indi-
vidual bells, although each bell will, in fact,
perform the work of the method. It is in-
teresting to note that ringers who ring Sur-
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prise methods on handbells double-handed use
a similar place method of ringing and do not
follow the work of individual bells.

The ringing machine works in precisely the
same way. It consists broadly of three sec-
tions. One section stores up information of
what places and swops are made in a lead
of the method being rung (this section must
be pre-set for the method desired). Another
section interprets the information and con-
structs the changes one after another, and the
third section rings the changes on bells as de-
sired. It is not beyond the bounds of possibility
that a machine could work from a skeleton
diagram of a method, but it would be extremely
complex.

It is the interpreting of the swops and places
and the construction of the changes that is
the difficult problem in designing a ringing
machine. But first let us examine Uie way
used both by Carter's and Woodhouse's
machine for holding the change being rung and
of ringing it. In diagrammatic form for four
bells it is as in Fig. 1 (see block of diagrams).

The eight brass strips ABCDEFGH are
set in an insulating base and are joined up
electrically by the sliding strips J K L M
which rest on them. The arm N revolves and
makes contact in turn with contacts P Q R S.
In the position shown, N will touch Q next
and the 2nd bell will ring, the current flowing
through N, Q, B, L, G to the 2nd bell. As N
touches the contacts P Q R S the change 4231
is rung. -If another change is desired, the posi-
tions of the strips J K L M must be altered.
Now,

1. Each movable strip represents a bell.
Thus the strip J controls bell No. 4 and
governs in what place it will strike.

2. The strips E F G H are convenient only
for feeding the current to the moving
strips (better than having a flexible wire).

3. The strips A B C D represent positions
of bells. Strip A will conduct current
only when N touches P and is responsible
for making the bell in Ists place, which-
ever it might be, sound.

Now, at first sight it would not really matter
whether or not the strips A B C D are in order
of striking in the change. But as a matter of
fact it is of great advantage to do this. Why,
we Shall see now.

The strips J K L M must be moved to fresh
positions by some mechanism before each new
change is rung. Thus, for example, the strip
J governing the 4th bell must run over the
strips A B C D according to the work of the
4th bell in the method being rung. If the
strips A B C D are in the order of positions
in a change, the strip J will have to move one
strip only at a time, just as a bell in any
method moves only one position between
changes. Keeping strips A B C D in order
simplifies the mechanism as it then has to
move the strips at the most one position at
a time.

Supposing a little flag were stuck on each
of the strips J K L M, the mechanism viewed
sideways would look like Fig. 3, and the change
4231 would be read, which is, in fact, the
change rung.

It is apparent that this way of *constituting
the changes ' will work for any number of bells.

John Carter when he first started his machine
(about 1890) had some purely mechanical
scheme of ringing the bells, but this was aban-
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doned and the above electrical scheme (identical
in essence with Carter's arrangement) was
adopted. Some curious unused slots on his
machine are the remains of the relinquished
plan.

Mr. Woodhouse, too, uses this electrical
method, having a lay-out identical with the
above in earlier machines, though, of course,
incorporated with other mechanism.

But how are the strips moved between
changes? That constitutes a problem of ab-
sorbing interest. Consider the strips in an
8-bell machine as in Fig. 3. This view is from
above, and each moving strip (henceforth
called *bellplate,* as it represents a bell) is
labelled with the number of the bell it con-
trols. The change being rung is 32167584. If
we are near the end of a lead of Double
Norwich the next change will be 31265748,
that is the bells in Ists and 4ths places remain
stationary, and the other bellplates have to
interchange positions in pairs. The machine
knows what places are to be made (this being
ztor_ed up in the machine). What it has to
o is

1. To seek out which bellpla&s have to be
moved.

2. To move them.

It is not sufficient for the machine to know
it has to make Ists and 4ths places. It has
to find out which bellplates are there, for
during the progress of a touch any two bells
might be there.

The general working of a machine is, there-
fore, according to the following synopsisi—

(@) An apparatus for storing the places and
swops to be made, and for feeding them
in the right sequence.

(b) An apparatus for selecting which bells
are in the required positions to be moved,
prior to moving (this | call the Pre-
selector Mechanism).

(c) An apparatus for moving the bellplates
between changes.

(d) The assembly of bellplates and their
contacts.

(e) The switches, current supply, bells.

No mention has been made of calling bobs
or singles, or of open leads. They are at-
tendant details. The open lead is simply ob-
tained by having a double rotating commutator.
Thus in Fig. 1, the arm N would not merely
touch in turn P Q R S, but a further four
contacts wired to P Q R S would follow, and
then a gap before the arm N returns to P,
thus giving a whole pull and open lead with
one revolution of N.

(To be continued)

RAVENINGHAM SLOW COURSE

12345

21345

23154

32514

35241 120
53241 -

52314 2345
25134 e
21543 2453
12543 2534
rrrrrrrrrrrrr —4253
12453 Three times
Bob

12543

15234

The extent is obtained without a dodge.

Rung at Raveningham, Norfolk, Dec. 31st, 1949.

HARBORNE, BIRMINGHAM. — On Feb.
'27th, 1,260 Orandsire Triples: Miss E. M.
Fletcher 1, Miss R. C. Russell (first *inside %
2, J. F. Atkins 3, J. E. Eaton 4. A. Timmins
5, T. Russell 6, W. C. Dowding (cond.) 7, W. J.
Roper (first quarter) 8. Rung half-muffled as
a tribute to the memory of Samuel Grove,
many years Ringing Master at this church,
whose funeral took place the same day.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AN INVITATION TO MR. ROWE

Dear Sir,—With reference to the recent cor-
respondence regarding Surprise ringing in
Shropshire.

The local band of St. Mary’s Church, Market
Drayton, extend a cordial invitation to Mr.
Rowe to join them in Surprise ringing on
their weekly practice night (Wednesday) or
for the service ringing on Sunday.

Due to the absence of two members of the
band, at present serving with the Forces, we
are not able to get much practice, and the
presence of another Surprise ringer would be
greatly appreciated.

One of our serving members, Mr. R. Tyler,
stationed at Plymouth, was recently home on
leave and our ringing for morning service con-
sisted of a few call changes for the learners,
a course of London Surprise Major, followed
by a course of Superlative Surprise, and, to
fill in the available time, a course of Little Bob.

No lack of keenness here, and if Mr. Rowe
cares to accept our invitation at any time, we
can promise him a pleasant session of Surprise
ringing, and would no doubt help to dispel
any thought, in his mind that there are no
keen Surprise ringers in Shropshire. — Yours
faithfully, FREDERICK PRICE.

Market Drayton, Salop.

SHROPSHIRE NOT SUCH A BAD PLACE

Dear Sir,—While I am not in a position to
contradict what Mr. Rowe says in his letter in
Feb. 17th issue concerning the state of change
ringing in Shropshire generally, I am very
pleased to be able to name the tower where
the ringer | referred to in my letter learnt
his Surprise methods. It is Market Dravton,
and he tells me that when he left, Cambridge,
Superlative and London were rung regularly
for Sunday services there. He also took part
in a peal of Superlative there about six months
ago when spending a week-end in the town.

I can assure Mr. Rowe from my own per-
sonal experience that he has a very sound
knowledge in these methods which could only
have been acquired by considerable practice.
So, maybe, Shropshire isn't such a bad place
to live In after all.—Yours trulv,

‘ PROGRESSIVE.
Rughy.

A NEW SPLICE IN MINOR

Dear Sir,—The discovery of a new splice in
Minor is evidence that the Exercise can still
offer rewards to the patient investigator in
fields in which it is thought there is nothing
new.

Mr. J. Segar, jun., of Retford, has pointed
out to me that Thirds Place Delight No. (1-11)
and (2-12) splice in complete courses with Sur-
prise (18-26).

Mr. Driver in compiling his tables apparently
missed this splice, and I am sure that all in-
terested in this aspect of ringing will be
grateful to Mr. Segar for his discovery.—Yours
faithfully, C. KENNETH LEWIS.

Altrincham, Cheshire.

RICKMANSWORTH’'S RHYME

Dear Sir,—Re Mr Hone, there appears in
the belfry at Rickmansworth a rhyme which
runs :—

Gentleman ringers far and near,
That are disposed to ringing here,
Mark these rules and note them well,
The man that overturns his bell,
Unto the Sexton sixpence pays,
Before he passes hence away,
And he that ring with Spur or Hat,
Shall pay likewise fourpence for that,
Ropes cost, Oyl is dear,
Likewise make pay or come not here.

Yours truly,

DONALD R. BARTHOLOMEW.
Rickmansworth, Herts.

PEALS AT LITTLE MISSENDEN

Dear Sir,—Regarding Nolan Golden’s letter,
March 3rd, | would like to know for my own
personal record what were the methods rung
at Little Missenden on the date he mentions.
I remember the peal being ping, but was away
from the village on that day. | was not then
a member of the Oxford Guild (as all the
ringers of this church are now).

I would also like to know if any other peals
have been rung on the bells. Perhaps some
of your readers could tell me. No peals have
been rung since the ring was augmented to
six in 1948, but we hope to remedy this in the
very near future.—Yours faithfully,

S. J. ORCHARD.

Amersham, Bucks.

IN DEFENCE OF THE ORDINARY
MEMBER

Dear Sir,—It occurred to me, whilst reading
Mr. Dyke’s reply to the letter appearing in a
recent issue of *The Ringing World ' under
the heading ' Membership—something to work
for,” and signed J. W. Drew, that perhaps
the general secretary’s ‘ Ringing World ' was
a different edition from the one | received.
I can see nothing in Mr. Drew's letter to
have raised the ire of anyone, least of all the
general secretary’'s. His letter undoubtedly
was written whilst he was hot nnder the collar.
He certainly hadn’t cooled off by the time he
had reached his last few lines either. Doesn’t
he like constructive criticism? I'm sure he
does. But I'm forced to conclude that the
criticism would have been accepted had it come
from someone other than an ‘' ordinary
member.’

Mr. Dyke went to great lengths to explain
his attitude towards membership, particularly
the probation period. | do not think this was
necessary. Everyone knows that there must, or
should be, a period of probation for learners.
Mr Drew didn't mention probation or proba-

tioners. It's an accepted fact, sir, but it is
not carried out strictly to rules. That is as
I see it.

Mr. Drew’s criticism is that it is no use

drawing up a set of rules if they are to be
broken left and right. Mr. Dyke says, °‘If
ood striking were a condition of membership,
am afraid that the ranks of all guilds would
suffer depletion.” Granted, Mr. Dyke. But
how can this be reconciled with the statement
made at the annual meeting held at Yeovil,
‘ That the bad strikers, etc., should be weeded
out,” or words to that effect? The general
secretary says that he has taught a call change
band to ring Grandsire Triples well within
two years. | notice that they were proba-
tioners for that period. They are, if they are
not already, entitled to full membership and
they jolly well deserve it.

Which would Mr. Dyke prefer? A band of
ringers like that or persons scarcely able to
handle a bell made full members? | would
suggest that Mr. Dvke should come West, or
is it South-West, a little more. He would see
that there are people who are justly proud of
their achievements in relation to tlie teaching
of our art. Modesty prevents them from mak-
ing a song about it.

In conclusion, sir, may | add that no one
doubts the capabilities appertaining to the ring-
ing of Mr. Dyke. | know of no one in the Bath
and Wells Association who would dispute this.
I understand also that it is impossible for him
to be at every meeting to see for himself. 1
would beg of him, then, not to treat an
‘ordinary member ' as a very naughty boy for
having the courage of his convictions and ex-
pressing them.—Sincerely yours,

R, BEALE.

Shepton Beauchamp, Somerset.

March 17th, 1950,

Membership Qualifications

Dear Sir,—I read Mr. Dyke's letter in the*
issue of March 3rd with interest, and, as the-
sting seemed to be in the tail, 1 will answer
that first.

I must admit that when my letter appeared
in print | realised that one sentence could be
misconstrued, and from the tone of Mr. Dyke’s,
closing sentences | was right.

| did not mean to suggest that members*

were being roped in just to make the figures
look more impressive, but as this construction
has been put on a sentence in my letter, |
withdraw 1t unreservedly.

What | did mean was that ringers were
being elected as full members without any
probationary period. | am sure that it is only
a question of the rule being overlooked, but
the fact remains it is overlooked, and members
who should rightly be probationers™attain the
status of full members straight away.

Mr. Dyke quotes the case of young lads
taught by Mr. Sanger and himself who were
admitted as probationers. This obviates any
question of denying them membership, as they
were brought into the Guild in the correct
way and evidently qualified in the correct
way for full membership. This is obviously the
proper procedure and one that should be fol-
lowed throughout the Association. — Yours
sincerely, JACK W. DREW.

Stoke-under-Ham, Somerset.

THE PIGEONS OF LONG STANTON

Dear Sir,—The thanks of the band who rang
the peal of Superlative at Long Stanton,
Cambs, on March 3rd, are due to Messrs. M.
Ginn and G. E. Crisp, who spent several hours
during the week clearing out the accumulated
rubbish of years of bird life from under the
bell frame.

WP hope that the church authorities, who
have made a splendid job of cleaning and re-
decorating the church, will be able to have
the wire refixed in the tower, to keep out the
pigeons, whose misguided efforts will, we hope,
do the churchwarden’s garden a world of good.
—Yours faithfully, C. W. COOK.

Newton, Cambridge.

FIRST A! L-LADIES’ PEAL

Dear Sir,—A paragraph in your issue of
March 3rd mentions ‘ the first all ladies’ peal
. ... rung at Handsworth (Sheffield) 22 vears
ago.’ (1928?)

Peal boards in the belfry of St. Peter's
Church, Portishead, commemorate the follow-
ing :

(1) At Christ Church, Cubitt Town, London,
on July 20th, 1912, a peal of Grandsire Triples,
being the first all ladies’ peal (including two
from Portishead).

(2) At Portishead, on Jan. 30th, 1915, a peal
of Grandsire Triples, the first peal for the
Ladies’ Guild, and the first rung by eight
ladies from one tower.

(3) At Portishead, on Jan. 5tli, 1918, an all
ladies’ peal of Grandsire Triples, all but one
being local members. (In. memoriam Miss
Maud Pigott.)—Yours faithfully,

M. E. McGUIRE.

Portishead, Somerset.

LONDON AT HFLMINGHAM
44 YEARS AGO

Dear Sir,—I1 well recall the peal of London
mentioned in Belfry Gossip of Feb. 24th at
Helmingham 44 vears ago, connected with one
recorded in the March 3rd ‘ Ringing World.’

It was one of those performances that stands
out in one's career. The four local ringers—
G. Wightman. W. Wightman, W. G. Crickmer
and E. Lanham—had not till then rung a
touch of London, and. so far as my memory
serves, the brothers Wightman rang without a
trip. *Jimmy * Motts, of Ipswich, was the-
conductor.—Yours sincerely.

Braintree, Essex. LEWIS W. WIFFEN.
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OBITUARY OF THE WEEK

MR. J. H. SHEPHERD.

A well-known personality in the Exercise,
Mr. James Horace Shepherd was found dead
in bed at his home, 10, Gloucester Street,
Swindon, on Sunday, March 5th. He was 80
years of age.

Mr. Shepherd was a native of llminster and
was educated at Bristol University when he
«obtained the Whitworth scholarship, then re-
garded as one of the highest engineering quali-
fications. He came to Swindon at the age of
19 to serve as a pupil with the G.W.R. When
he retired in 1935 as assistant out-slation
manager, he had completed 46 years with the
G.W.R.

Bellringing was his great hobby. He had
rung in nearly 4,000 churches in all parts of
the country. Until a serious illness some six
years ago he was a bellringer at Christ Church,

Swindon. A Freemason, Mr. Shepherd was a
member of lodges at Swindon, Bath and
Reading.

The funeral service was held at Christ
Church, Swindon, last Friday.

MR. R. STREDWICK.

An old Sussex ringer, Mr. Richard Stredwick,
died suddenly on February 15th at the home
of his daughter, Dial Point, West Grinstead.
He was 78 years of age.

He learnt to ring on the five bells at Aldring-
ton when a lad in the choir. He retired from

Aldrington in 1896 and joined St. Peter’s,
Brighton with whom as well as with St.
Nicholas’, he rang many peals. Later he be-

came an independent member of the Sussex
Association and rang with various towers in
the county, including, West Grinstead, Fast
Grinstead, Hurstpierpoint,, Storrington, Shipley
and Pulborough. He rang 104 peals, his first
being on November 6th, 1897, and his last on
November 24th, 1947.

A service in St. Leonard’'s Church, Aldring-
ton, preceded the interment at Hove Cemetery,
the Rector (the Rev. M. T. Moggridge) offi-
ciating. The bells were rung before and after
the service and a touch of Grandsire Doubles
at the graveside by A. Bond 1-2, F. Bennett
3-4, H. Stalham 5-6.

HIS PFALS.

Minor.—Cambridge 1.

Triples.—Grand_sire 2, Stedman 31.

Major.—Plain Bob 4, Kent Treble Bob 3,
Double Norwich 18, Superlative 18, Cambridge
8, London 1.

Caters.—Grandsire 2, Stedman 8.

Royal. — Plain Bob 2, Kent Treble Bob 4,
Cambridge 2. Total 104

MR. R. TRFHFARNF.

We regret to record the death on February
24th of Mr. R. Treheame, of Cotterell Street,
Hereford. For over 70 years he was a ringer,
of which 42 years were snent at St. Nicholas’,
Hereford, where he was also a sidesman.

The funeral service was held at St. Nicholas’,
Hereford, on March 1st. In the evening a
quarter Deal of Grandsire Doubles was rung
half-muffled bv the following: members of the
local band : W. Yates 1, H. Johnson 2, W.
Ritson (cond.) 3, W. Farr 4, F. Downes 5, P.
Bruce 6.

MR. H. R. THORPF.

With regret we record the death on January
7th of Mr. Hugh Reginald Thorpe, of Buck-
land, Surrey, after a long illness. He was 67
vears of age.

He had been connected with Buckland
Church for many years, being the conductor
of the local band. He had rung many peals
of Treble Bob and other methods.

The funeral was at Buckland on January
Hth, the service being conducted by the Rector
(the Rev. A. H. W. Sanders). Apart from the
family mourners, there were present many
friends, including ringers from Buckland,
Reigate and Betchworth.

MR. JOHN RAPLEY.

An old Sussex ringer, Mr. John Rapley, of
Thakeham, died on Feb. 24th in his 91st year.
He was not a great ringer, but rang in the
last century.

It was largely through his initiative that
the then five bells at Thakeham were recast
and rehung. He was churchwarden for about
50 years and clerk to the Parish Council for
the same period and headmaster of the village
school from 1889 to 1924. His high example
will long be remembered in the village.

To his memory 1,260 Grandsire Doubles was
rung half-muffled on March 5th by Miss K.
Robinson 1, C. Skinner 2, Miss J. Gumbrill 3,
C. Hone 4, B. Farhall (cond.) 5, J. Robinson 6.

MR GEORGE WILLIAMS' WILL
LIBRARY TO WINCHESTER AND
PORTSMOUTH GUILD.

A library of books on bellringing and litera-
ture connected with ringing have been left to
Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild by
Mr. George Williams, of Eastleigh, who died

on January 28th, 1949.

Mr. Williams left £3,582 8s. 8d. gross, £3,531
13s. Id. net value.

Among other bequests were:—

‘' My set of 16 handbells by Shaw, and also
the handbell peal record framed and dated
March 24th, 1892, in which my dear wife rang
one and two at our home,’ to Victor Scardifield.

£200 upon trust for the upkeep of the grave-
yard of St. Nicholas’ Church North Stoneham,
Hampshire, any surplus annual income to be
used in keeping the church’s 10 bells in order.

£100 upon trust for the upkeep of the grave-
yard of St. Mary and All Saints’ Church,
Droxford, Hampshire.

£100 upon trust for the upkeep of the grave-
yard of Meonstoke Parish Church.

Properties at East Meon, Langrish, Rams-
dean and The Stroud, all near Petersfield, to
Dr. Bamardo’'s Homes.

His residence, motor-car and certain effects
to William Rowe, of 1, Chestnut Avenue, East-
leigh, and his wife, *in recognition of their
services and kindness to me after the death of
my dear wife/

GUILDFORD DIOrFSAN GUILD
LEATHERHEAD DISTRICT.

About 50 ringers attended the Leatherhead
District’'s annual meeting at Leatherhead on
February 18th, representing most of the towers
in the district, including the three just trans-
ferred from the Guildford District, and these
were given a warm welcome by the Ringing
Master, Mr. H. N. Pitstow, before the com-
mencement of the business meeting.

Tea was served at the Institute, following a
service, conducted by Canon F. A. Page, with
an address by the Rev. M. R. Buckley. The
usual business meeting followed, with Canon
Page in the chair. The committee's report on
the year recorded the death of Mr. A. Hadley,
of Ewell, the assistant secretary’s first peal and
the continuance of a local Sunday service band
at Ashtead.

Commenting on the bad *go *of Ocklev bells
at a meeting held there, Mr. Grover said that
the meeting had done some good, as he had
had a letter about the bells and the tower, and
saying that an estimate was being sought to
overhaul them. There was no sign of any-
thing being started at Capel yet, though it
had been hoped that a start was to have been
made early in the year.

A grant of £2 from the district funds wRS
voted to the Cobham tower repair fund, which
reDair had cost over £200.

The meeting ended with the usual votes of
thanks to Canon Paee and the Rev. Buckley,
to F. Bugden (organist) and G. Marriner, and
ringing was resumed until nearly 9 o’clock,
though, as is usual with a large attendance,
the striking suffered on the whole.
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Mr. Frank E. Pervin

Mr. Frank E. Pervin, of Coventry, celebrated
his 65th birthday on March 8th, which was the
50th anniversary of his first peal. During his
half-century of ringing he has rung 527 peals,

of which he has conducted 146. His list is
appended:—
TOWER BELLS.
Maximus.—Cambridge 24 (3); Yorkshire 2;

Belgrave 1; Lincolnshire 1; Lindsey 1; Albanian
1; Prittlewell 1; Kent Treble Bob 1; Plain
Bob 1 (1).

Royal.—Cambridge 13 (2); Yorkshire 4 (1);
Belgrave 1 (1); Albanian 1; Kent Treble Bob
3; Plain Bob 2.

Major.—Cambridge 27 (6); Bristol 20 (6);
London 15 (2); Superlative 13 (4); New Cam-
bridge 4 (2); Rutland 3 (1); Belgrave 2 (2);
Yorkshire 2; Spliced (4 methods) 1; Lincoln-
shire 1; Ipswich 1; Warwickshire 1; York 1;
Staffordshire 1; Pudsey 1; Ashtead 1; Strat-
ford 1; Hinton 1 (1); Painswick 1; Peter-
borough 1; Spliced Treble Bob 1 (1); Kent
Treble Bob 10 (6); Oxford Treble Bob 1 (1);
Double Norwich 16 (4); Plain Bob 15 (5).

Minor.—Seven methods 1; five methods 1;
four methods 2 (1); three methods 4 (1); Cam-
bridge 7 (2); London 1; Wells 1; Kent Treble
Bob 2 (1); Plain Bob 13 (9).

Cinques. — Stedman 93 (14), including one
rung silent; Grandsire 1; Erin 1.

Caters.—Stedman 23 (5); Grandsire 6 (2).

Triples.—Stedman 37 (16); Grandsire 27 (13);
Erin 1 (1).

HANDBELLS.

Kent Treble Bob Maximus 1; Kent Treble
Bob Royal 3 (1); Kent Treble Bob Major 8 (5);
Oxford Treble Bob Major 1 (1); Double Nor-
wich Major 2 (1); Bob Major 10 (4); Bob Minor
5 (4); Stedman Cinques 45 (10), including three
rung silent; Stedman Caters 33 (6).

Total of tower-bell peals 419 (conducted 114).
Total of handbell peals 108 (conducted 32).

DEDICATION

LONG BUCKBY, NORTHANTS.

The service of thanksgiving for the restora-
tion of the bells of St. Lawrence's, Long
Buckby, was held on Saturday, March 4th.

The singing so ably led by the choir, the
thanksgiving prayers of the priest from the
ringing chamber, and the presence of a large
congregation, which included approximately 40
ringers from neighbouring towers, all com-
bined to make the occasion one which will long
be remembered.

Immediately after the service the opening
touch was rung by members of the local band.
The other ringers then took part in short
touches.

The ladies of the church kindly provided tea,
after which the Rev. T. W. Long expressed the
thanks of the company to the Vicar and all
of the parish who had assisted.

The monthly meeting of the Guilsborough
Branch followed, with the Rev. T. W. Long in
the chair. It was decided that the next meet-
ing be at Yelvertoft on April 15th, and that
arrangements be made to visit Taylor’'s bell
foundry on June 10th.

The bells of St. Lawrence's, Long Buckby,
are a ring of five (tenor 15 cwt. Iqr. 27 Ib.)
and were rehung in an iron frame in 1900 by
J. Taylor and Co., and have now been further
restored by the same firm by rejianging on
ball bearings. Messrs. Taylor's were repre-
sented at the service by Mr. J. P. Fidler.

TITCHFIELD, HANTS.—On Feb. 26th, 1,440
London Surprise Minor: J. H. Hunt 1, Miss
A. Morrison 2, P. Page 3, F. C. Love 4, G.
Barton 5, T. Page (cond.) 6. First quarter
peal in the method bv all.

SHOREHAM-BY-SEA. SUSSEX. — On Feb.
26th, 1,260 Stedman Triples: R. Congreve-
Pridgeon 1, F. Green 2, J. Howe 3, F. Page 4,
J. Toms 5, F. Howe 6, M. O. Thomas (cond.)
7, T. Drinkwater 8.
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ALVERSTOKE, HANTS.
— On Feb. 26th, 1,260
Grandsire Triples; H. Rey-
nolds 1, E. A. Gurd 2, C. Reynolds 3, F. G.
Barron 4, C. W. Philpotts 5, E. Brown 6,
H. A. Nobes (cond.) 7, J. Hedges 8. A com-
pliment to H. Reynolds on his 75th birthday.

BATH, SOMERSET.—At the Church of St.
Michael on Feb. 26th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples:
K. Medway 1, Mrs. D. Evans 2, W. Hurford 3,
R. W. Perry 4, M. Helps 5, L. Coles 6, G. J.
Hawkins (cond.) 7, H. Merrett 8. First of
Grandsire by 4, 5 and 6.

BRIGHTON, SUSSEX!—At St. Peter’s on
Feb. 26th, 1,260 Plain Bob Royal : Miss B.
Stephenson 1, A. W. Bond 2, E. F. Cox 3, R.
Beale 4, A. W. Gravett (cond.) 5, H. W.
Woolven 6, J. A. Smith 7, J. V. Lonsbrough 8,
W. H. Hargreaves 9, W. C. Hart 10. All
members of local band. First of Bob Royal by
all except 2, 5 and 10.

BRINGTON, NORTHANTS.—On Feb. 21st,
1.260 Grandsire Doubles: Rev. M. Pendleton
(first quarter) 1, E. Smith (first, quarter
“inside ") 2, V. Perry 3, S. Manning 4, E.
Garrett (cond.) 5, W. Reeves 6.

BRISTOL.—On Feb. 26th, at St. Ambrose’s,
1.260 Grandsire Triples: Miss M. Davis (first
quarter) 1, F. Skidmore 2, N. Denson 3, Miss
A. Clarke 4, Sgnr. R. G. Hooper 5 Miss M.
James (first quarter) 6, A. C. Baker (cond.)
7, V. Lucas 8. A birthday compliment to
Miss M. Dawvis.

CAMBERWELL, LONDON.—On Feb. 19th,
at St. Giles', 1,440 Cambridge Surprise Royal :
F. Mead 1, Miss R. J. Pett (first quarter in
method) 2, Mrs. O. L. Rogers 3, Miss S. E.
Harris 4, Miss E. D. Farrell 5, N. Hollingwortli
6, A. F. Thirst 7, F. D. Bishop 8, D. J.
Charnley 9, H. W. Rogers (cond.) 10. — On
Feb. 26th, 1,280 Kent Treble Bob Major: N.
Belcher 1, J. B. Sansom 2, D. G. Clift 3, T. G.
Fox 4, M. V. Chilcott 5, P. A. F. Chalk 6,
A. W. J. Appleton (cond.) 7, J. E. Chilcott 8.

CURRY RIVEL, SOMERSET. — On Feb.
26th, 1.260 Grandsire Triples: K. Priddle 1,
R. Beale (cond.) 2, G. Haltland 3, H. Gaylard
4. R. Hector 5. J. W. Drew 6, J. T. Locke 7,
G. Budd 8. First quarter for 1, 3, 5 and 8.

EGRFMONT, CUMBERLAND. — On Feb.
26th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples; J. A. Haile (first
of Triples) 1, G. Tembey (first quarter) 2,
G. W. Tembey 3, R. Percival (first ‘inside *
4, A. Eilbeck 5, J. H. Rothery 6, S. Richard-
son (cond.) 7, W. Dousrlas 8.

GREAT ADDINGTON, NORTHANTS.—On
Feb. 9th, 1,260 S+edman Doubles : Mrs. G. E.
Watson 1, A. Gibbs 2, G. Watson (cond.) 3,
E. Whitmore 4, P. Chanman 5. First of Sted-
man Doubles bv 1, 2, 3 and 5.

HAVERING/ESSEX.—On Feb. 21st, 1,260
Grandsire Doubles: Mrs. C. C. Roome 1, Mrs.
M. M. Osborne 2, Miss S. Booth 3, L. W.
Bullock (cond.) 4. H. W. Roome (first quarter
*inside ') 5, H. Perrv 6.

HORLEY, SURREY.—At St. BarMiolomew's,
1.260 Grandsire Triples: W. Taylor 1, W.
Slaughter 2, L. W. Penfold 3, R. Beale 4, H.
Parsons 5, F. Sadler 6, A. J. Bull (cond.) 7,
W. Hunt 8. A welcome to the Rev. J. H.
Torrens at his induction.

HORNCHURCH. ESSEX.— On Feb. 26th,
1.260 Grandsire Triples: C. E. Wright 1, H.
Worboys 2, G. Richardson 3. A. Salisbury 4, J.
Carrott 5 F. V. Gant 6, T. East (cond.) 7,
5, J. Penfold 8. A welcome home to J. Arm-
strong (Daarenham) after his period of national
service in Germany.

KINGSBURY, MIDDLESEX.—On Feb. 26th,
1.260 Grandsir™® Triples: D. Smith 1, R.
Studdard 2, D. C. Birkinshaw 3, J. H. P.
Framforth 4, J. E. Lankester 5, R. H. Gilbert
6, E. M. Atkins (cond.) 7, F. J. Sills (first
quarter) 8.

LEYTONSTONE, ESSEX.— On Feb. 19th,
1,280 Yorkshire Surprise Major: G. Dawson 1,
C. R. Smith 2, L. J. Fox (first of Surprise) 3,
C. A. Hughes 4, T. G. Fox 5, J. Groves 6,
C. E. Willmington 7, J. Crampion (cond.) 8.
First in method by 2 and 4.
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LONDON. — On Feb.
26th, at St. Giles-in-the-
Fields, 1,162 Grandsire

Triples : J. S. Hawkins 1, R. Charge 2, R. W.
Green 3, F. A. Barker 4, G. Parsons (cond.)
5, G. Charge 6, A. W. Coles 7, R. Begrie 8. A
birthday compliment to G. Parsons.

LONDON.—At St. Margaret’'s, Westminster,
1,287 Stedman Caters: A. W. J. Appleton 1,
Mrs. E. E. Davis 2, W. H. Hewett (cond.) 3,
M. V. Chilcott 4, W. J. Nudds 5 R. W.
Stannard 6, R. Charge 7, J. W. Chapman 8,
R. Sanders 9, H. Belcher 10.

NORTON, HERTS. — On Feb. 19th, 1,264
Plain Bob Major: F. E. Putwain (first of
Major) 1, M. A. Collings (first of Major and
first. ‘inside ') 2, H. E. Werrett 3, J. S. Dear
4, L. B. Scoot 5, W. O. Pooley 6, R. V. Webb
(cond.) 7, E. G. Buck 8.

PONTESBURY, SHROPSHIRE. — On Feb.
9th, 1,320 Grandsire Doubles: G. Lewis 1, E. W.
Colley 2, C. E. Overton 3, J. G. Heath 4,
R. F. Davies (cond.) 5, H. Stephens (first
quarter) 6. A farewell to J. G. Heath, who
has joined the R.A.F. A birthday compliment
to G. Lewis. A compliment to Mr. C. Overton,
sen., on completing 45 years’ ringing and who
has retired.

PUTNEY, LONDON.—On Feb. 19th, 1,260
Stedman Triples : R. F. B. Speed 1, D. Martin
2, Joan Gray (first quarter of Stedman Triples)
3, V. J. Benning 4, E. Dodds 5, P. M. J. Gray
6, D. N. Layton (cond.) 7, F. W. Wicks 8.

RAINHAM, KENT.— On March 5th, 1,264
Bob Major: W. L. Rayner 1, F. J. Cheal 2,
T. A. Cross 3, Miss P. Smee 4, G. A. Naylor 5,
W. J. Walker 6, B. Edwards 7, E. Naylor
(first of Major as cond.) 8.

READING, BERKS.—On Feb. 26th, at St.
Mary’'s Church, 1,260 Stedman Triples: N. J.
Diserens 1, R. F. Diserens 2, A. Diserens (cond.)
3, J. S. Taylor 4, W. Maxted 5 R. S. Hunt
(first quarter of Stedman) 6, R. O. Fry 7,
P. J. Dyke 8.

SHREWSBURY, SHROPSHIRE. — At St.
Chad's on Feb. 26th, 1,257 Stedman Caters:
Miss B. A. Carter 1, W. A. Farmer 2, C. A.
Barron 3, E. A. Reeves 4, J. Butler 5, W. G.
Jones 6, W. R. Stockdale 7, F. G. Beddow 8,
F. H. Bennett (cond.) 9, C. B. Golding 10. To
celebrate the wedding of Miss Ruby Lloyd, of
Berrington, and Dr. W. B. Lane.

SHRIVENHAM, BERKS. — On Feb. 22nd,
1,260 Doubles (960 Bob Doubles, 300 Grand-
sire) : E. Boardman (first quarter) 1, E. L.
Roberts 2, R. Partridge 3, E. Anger 4, P.
Anger (cond.) 5, E. Grainger 6.

SOUTHWARK, LONDON.—On Feb. 12th, at
the Cathedral, 1,311 Stedman Cinques: R. W.
Green 1, A. W. J. Appleton 2, Miss J. A.
England 3, M. V. Chilcott (cond.) 4, J. E.
Chilcott 5, H. Langdon 6, L. Fox 7, J. A.
Goodall (first of Cinques) 8, D. E. Parsons 9,
P. A. F. Chalk 10, R. F. Deal 11, J. Phillips 12.

STANMORE, MIDDLESEX.—On Feb. 19th,
1.280 Oxford Treble Bob: D. CaUell 1, E. J.
Leversuch 2, F. Cattell 3, A. Wenban 4, C.
Wenban 5, T. Clark 6, W. J. Nudds 7, W.
Wenban (cond.) 8. First in method for all
except ringers of 7 and 8.. First in method on
the oells.

STOKE MANDEVILLE, BUCKS.—On Feb.
17th, 480 Plain Bob and 780 Grandsire Doubles:
Miss D. Jones 1, Mrs. R. Ling 2, T. G. Park
3, H. Jones 4, R. Ling (cona.) 5 B. Collins
(first quarter) 6. First in method 2 and 3.
Rung for Rev. Winterton's 80th birthday.

WEMBDON, SOMERSET.— On Feb. *11th,
360 Reverse Canterbury, 360 April Day, 360
Plain Bob and 180 Grandsire Doubles: H.
Davis 1, E. Norman 2, R. Short 3, C. Clarke 4,
F. Sweet (cond.) 5, O. Pole 6. First in four
methods by all.

WEST CLANDON, SURREY.—On Feb. 25th,
1.280 Kent Treble Bob Major: Miss W. Oliver
1, A. J. Smith 2, G. Grover 3, G. Marriner 4,
E. Coward 5, G. Peters 6, B. Hawkins 7, A. H.
Smith (cond.) 8. First quarter of Kent Treble
Bob Major for 1 and 2.

March 17th, 1550..

NOTICES
The charge for one insertion of a notice of
a meeting is one penny per word, minimum-
2s. For additional insertions with no change*

one-half above charge for eacfi insertion.
Other notices one penny per word, mini-
mum 2s. 6d.

All notices must be prepaid.

Notices must be received not later thar*
Monday.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Three days? A week? Ten days or more?
In April and May, *rings ' and flowers galore,.
The sea’s*quite near, the food superb,
Ozone's free—no—don't be absurd,

For April and May, twelve bob a day,
At season’s peak, five guineas a week.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Price, 9, Fisherman's
Avenue, SouthbOurne, Bo%rnem°uth. South-
bourne 2693. 6714

PUBLICATIONS

‘CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF
NORWICH, by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. post
free from the author, St. Clement's Rectory,
3, Colegate, Norwich. An account of the bells
of one of England’'s most historic cities, well
illustrated with plans, cross sections and pic-
tures. Second edition, much improved; no-
increase in price.

No better pen picture of early ringing
societies has been published than J. Armiger
Trollope’'s ‘ COLLEGE YOUTHS, illustrated,
5s. 6d. post free.—' The Ringing World/ c/o
Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guildford.

‘ SCOTTISH RINGS OF BELLS, by Ranald
Clouston, 2s. post free from the author at
COOKLEY FARM, EYE, SUFFOLK. 6715

MISCFI LANFOUS

RINGERS' OUTINGS FROM OXFORD AND
DISTRICT. — 35 -seater coaches available.
Write, giving number of passengers, date, time,
place of pick-up and intended route, to Robert
Benstead, 175, Iffley Road, Oxford. 6656

RINGWOOD, HANTS.—AIll communications
concerning ringing at the Parish Church should
now be addressed to David R. Reed, 77, Par-
sonage Barn Lane, Ringwood, Hants. 6728

PEAL CARDS can now be ordered at 5s. a
set of 12, post free (minimum charge). Order
and remittance must be sent with peal report.

BACK NUMBERS.— A limited number of
back numbers for most issues of 1946 and 1947
are available, post free 4d. per copy.—Apply
Editor, *The Ringing World,” c/o Woodbridge'
Press, Ltd., Guildford.

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an advantage if
those requiring extra copies will send their
orders at the time copy of peals or quarter
peals are submitted.

MEETINGS

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—Annual general
meeting, Reigate, March 18th. Bells 3 and
after meeting. Service 5, followed by tea.
—C. de Ste. C. Parks. Hon. Sec. 6648

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Maid-
stone District.—Saturday, March 18th, 3 p.m.,
rededication Wateringbury bells by Bishop
Tonks. All ringers cordially invited. 6642

MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.—Meeting at
Measham (8), March 18th. Bells 3. Service
4.30. Tea 5. 6692

HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD. —
Meeting, Burwash, March 18th. Bells 3 p.m.

6664

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Hunts
District. — Eynesburv, Saturday, March 18th.
Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5. — S.
Gilbert, Dis. Sec. 6667

ELY ASSOCIATION.—Ely District.—March
(6), Saturday, March 18th. Bells 2.30. Ser-
vice 4.30. Tea 5—C. Gimbert, Sutton, Ely.

6685
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE
YOUTHS. — Meeting, Whitechapel Bell Foun-
dry, March 18th, at 3 p.m. Ringing afterwards
at St. Giles’, Camberwell, 430 to 6 p.m.--
A. B. Peck, 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate. 6659

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
South and West District.—The ninth annual
supper and social at the Church Hall, Heston,
on Saturday, March 18th, 6 p.m. Bells from
3.30. Tickets (8s. 6d.) from tower secretaries
and F. A. Finch, Dis. Sec.

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Ipswich District.—Meet:
ing, Ipswich, March 18th. St. Clement's (6),
St. Lawrence’'s (5), 3 to 9; St. Matthew’'s (6),
6 to 8. Tea 5, Plough Inn, Old Cattle Market.

6686

LADIES’ GUILD.—West Midland District.—
Meeting, March 18th, Stoke, Coventry. Bells
(8 available 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea
5 p.m. 6698

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Maidstone
District.—Saturday, March 25tli, West Mailing

(8). Joint meeting, Ladies’ Guild, South-
Eastern District. Bells 2.30. Service 4. Tea
5. Names to Dr. E. S. J. Hatcher, Kim-
meridge, Ditton, Maidstone. 6668

LADIES’ GUILD.—South-Eastern District.—
Saturday, March 25th, West Mailing (8). Joint
meeting with Maidstone District of K.C.A.
Bells 2.30. Service 4. Tea 5. Names to Dr.
E. S. J. Hatcher, Kimmeridge, Ditton, Maid-
stone. 6680

BURFORD, OXFORD. — Dedication of re-
stored ring of eight by Lord Bishop of Dor-
chester, Saturday, March 25th, 3 p.m. Tea
(2s.) in Church House, 4.30 p.m., followed by
ringing. Names for tea not later than March
20th to B. S. Nichols, c/o 8b, The Avenue,
Kennington, Oxford. 6673

SURREY ASSOCIATION. — Southern Dis-
trict.—Quarterly meeting at Charlwood (6) on
Saturday, March 25th. Bells 3 p.m. Service
5 p.m., tea afterwards. Names for tea by
Tuesday, March 21st, to Miss R. Foreman, 114,
Croydon Road, Reigate. 6677

LADIES’' GUILD.—Midland District.—Meet-
ing at Melton Mowbray, March 25th. Bells 3
p.m. Service 430 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names
for tea to Miss J. Poole, 150, Narborough Road
South, Leicester, not later than Tuesday, Mar.
21st. All ringers welcome.—Jill Poole, Hon.
Sec. 6681

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Ashford
District.—Quarterly meeting, Biddenden, Mar.
25th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Names
for tea to Mr. T. Cullingworth, 95a, High
Street, Ashford, Kent. 6682

NORTH BRADLEY, WILTS.—The two new
trebles (augmenting the ring to eight) will be
dedicated by the Bishop of Salisbury on Satur-
day, March 25th, at 3 p.m. Tea at 4 for those
who notify me by Wednesday, 22nd. Ringing
afterwards.—P. Harding, Church Lane, North
Bradley, Trowbridge, Wilts. 6697

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION.—Southern District.—Heighing-
ton, March 25th, 2.30. Names for tea by 22nd
instt. — J. T. Titt, 54, Stooperdale Avenue,
Darlington. 6709

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
Towcester Branch.—Meeting, Helmdon, March
25th. Names for tea by 21st to W. Yates,
Welsh Lane, Boycott, near Buckingham. 6710

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Derby Dis-
trict.—Monthly meeting, Ockbrook, Saturday,
March 25th, 3.15. Own tea arrangements. —
J. F.-Wilkinson, Hon. Sec. 6711

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH
DIOCESAN GUILD.—Christchurch District.—
Practice meeting, Hordle (6), March 25th, from
2.30. Tea, Milford, 5. Milford bells evening.
—Davis, 116, Alma Road, Bournemouth. 6719

OXFORD GUILD.—East Berks and South
Bucks Branch.—Saturday, March 25th, Little
Missenden, 3. Tea. Names by 20th. Amer-
sham 6 —Barker, Cambridge, Wexham, Slough.

6712
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BOURNEMOUTH

GEORGE WILLIAMS
COMMEMORATION DINNER AND
RINGERS’ RALLY

Saturday, May 6th, 1950

DINNER TICKETS 10s. each
COACH TOUR via Wimborne Minster,
Blandford, Wimborne-St.-Giles, and Poole.

Leave Bournemouth 10 a.m. Tickets7s.6d.

For tickets and all details please apply early
to Arthur V. Davis, 116, Alma Road,
Bournemouth

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION. — Cirencester Branch. — Meeting, Tet-
bury, March 25th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service
430 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea, please,
by March 20th.—W. H. Hayward, 1, Bowling
Green Road, Cirencester, Glos. 6713

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Hinckley
District.—Burbage, March 25th. Bellsr (8) 3.
Tea and meeting in Old Schools 5. Notify Mr.
C. Turner, Barian, Cowper Road, Hinckley, by
Tuesday, March 21st. 6717

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. —
Bridgwater Branch.—Practice meeting at Spax-
ton, March 25th, 6.30 to 9 p.m.—R. Short, Hon.
Sec! 6718

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
Western Branch.—Quarterly meeting at Dod-
derhill, Saturday, Mar. 25th. Bells (8) 3 p.m.
Service 4.15 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea
by Tuesday, March 21st, to E. F. Cubberley,
Park Cottages, Kempsey, near Worcester. 6722

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
Northampton Branch.—Brixworth, March 25th.

Tea if ordered by March 22nd to Mr. Eric
Nobles, Hon. Sec., 48, Millway, Duston,
Northants. 6724

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —

Eastern Division.—Practice meeting, .Northiam,
Saturday, March 25th. Tower open 2.30.
Names for tea by 23rd to P. H. Rollison, Hon.
Div. Sec., 313, Victoria Drive, Eastbourne. 6708

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD—Lough-
borough District. — Shepshed, March 25th.
Business meeting 3. Tea 4 in C. of E. School.
Ringing 4.45. Names for tea to Miss Smith,
39, Forest Street, Shepshed, by March 21st—
C. W. Hall. 6701

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. —
Axbridge Branch. — Practice, Bleadon (6),
Saturday, March 25th, 5 to 9.—E. J. Avery,
Hon. Local Sec., Sandford, Bristol. 6704

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Bury St. Edmunds Dis-
trict.—Meeting at West Stow, March 25th, 3.
Tea for those who notify Mr. A. F. Ballam,
Wilest Stow, Bury St. Edmunds. 6703

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bolton
Branch.—Meeting at. St. Paul's, Walkden, on
Saturday, March 25th. Bells available 2.30
p.m. Business meeting 6.30 p.m. Cups of tea
provided.—Peter Crook, Hon. Sec. 6721

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION.—Wotton-under-Edge Branch.—Meeting
at Yate, March 25th. Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service
4.30. Tea 5. Names for tea by March 20th
to Miss Drew, Bibstone Farm, Crombhall, Gslgs.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION. — Bristol Rural Branch. — Quarterly
meeting, Bitton (8) 3, March 25th. Service
430. Tea 5. Names for tea by March 21st,
Mr. N. Denson, No. 1, Quadrant East, IMsh-
ponds, Bristol 5. 6702

WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH GUILD.
—Romsey, March 25th, 2.30. Names for tea by
March 21st to M. J. Butler, 8, St. Peter’s Road,
Southampton. 6699
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GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION.—Gloucester Branch.—Gloucester meet-
ing, March 25th. St. Mary-de-Lode (6) 3 p.m.r
St. Mary-de-Crypt (8) 6 p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m.
All names for tea by morning, March 21st, to
Larner, Chedholm, Churchdown Lane, Huccle-
cote, Glos. 6731

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION.—Chippenham Branch.—Corsham, March
25th, 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 4.45. Names
for tea by March 22nd to R. Tigwell, 44, King
Alfred Street, Chippenham. 6706

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Mildenhall District.—
Meeting, Newmarket, April 1st, 3 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.—1). M. Reeve, Hockwold.

6726

HALIFAX DISTRICT ASSOCIATION. —
Quarterly meeting and 6-bell contest, Elland,
Saturday, April 1st. For teas notify F.
Lainfoot, 78, Elland Lane, Elland, by Satur-
day, March 18th.—A. Farrand, Sec. 6627

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Ton-
bridge District.—Meeting, Hadlow (8), April
1st, at 3. Tea 4.30. No service. Names for
tea to R. A. Whitehead, 19, Deakin Leas, Ton-

bridge, by March 27tli. 6730
ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—S.W. District.—
Meeting at Brentwood (8) on April 1st. Bells

available 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m., to be fol-
lowed by tea and business meeting. Names
for tea to A. Pryke, 199, Ongar Road, Brent-
wood. 6670
OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Bicester
Deanery Branch.—Annual meeting at Kirtling-
ton (8) on Saturday, April 1st. Bells 2.30 p.m.
Service 4 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea by
March 25th, please.—C. H. Kinch, Causeway,
Bicester, Oxon. 6716
NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—
Annual general meeting, Easter Monday, April
10th, at Norwich. Bells available, Mancroft
10 to 12 and 2.30 onwards; St. Giles’, St. Miles’
and St. John de Sepulchre’s (8 each) by arrange-
ment. Standing Committee, Mancroft, 11.30.
Service, Mancroft, 12 noon; preacher, Rev.
K. O. Morris. Lunch, Mancroft Youth Centre,
Chapelfield East, 1. Business meeting follows.
Lunch, 4s. each. Names for lunch must be
sent by Saturday, April 1st, to Gen. Sec., Rev.
A. G. G. Thurlow, 3, Colegate, Norwich. 6662
WORCESTERSHIRE & DISTRICTS ASSO-
CIATION.—Annual general meeting at Worces-
ter on Easter Monday, April 10th. Service in
All Saints’ Church at 11 a.m. Business meet-
ing in College Hall 12 noon prompt. Reports
obtained and subscriptions paid in College Hall
1.30 to 2.30 p.m. Coffee obtainable in College
Hall at 1.15; bring own sandwiches. Tea
(2s. 6d.) arranged at 4.45 for all who notify
me before Wednesday, April 5th. Bells avail-
able: All Saints’ (10) 10.30 a.m.; Claines (10),
St. John’'s (8), Kempsey (6), 2.30 to 4.30 p.m;
Cathedral (12), 5.30 p.m.—J. D. Johnson, Gen.
Sec., Cheltenham Road, Sedgeberrow, Evesham.
6723
KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Annual
meeting, Rochester, Easter Monday. Names
(or numbers) for lunch to G. H. Spice, 35,
Woodstock Road, Sittingbourne. 6725
DEVON GUILD.—East Devon Branch.—
Annual meeting, Ottery St. Mary, Easter Mon-
day. Service 4. Tea after. Names by March
31st.—J. Arbury, 2, Paternoster Row, Otterv
St. Mary. ‘ 6707
DEVON GUILD. — South-West Branch.
Quarterly meeting, Plvmpton St. Maurice,
Saturday, April 15th. Names by April 12th to
T. Mvers, 79, Resrent Street, Plvmouth. 6727
MASONIC RINGERS' MEETING in Man-
chester, Saturday, Mav 6th. Ringing at Town
Hall (12), Cathedral *(10), Worsley (10) and
two 8's until 5 p.m., followed by dinner and
social at the Masonic Temple, Bridge Street.
Morning peals can be arranged on 8 and 10.
For further details write Peter Crook, 203,
Devonshire Road, Bolton, Lancs. 6660 m
HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Bridg-
north Branch.—Preliminary notice.—Summer
meeting, Claverley, July 22nd.—H. Thomas,
Hon. Sec. 6663
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STEADFAST MAJOR .
5472 IN THREE PARTS
2 IN THREE PAT The Central Council
23456 3 6 12 H H
Publications
52643
233263 - - COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & a d.
3Eod MINOR METHODS .. 33
35426 — — — CHANGE RINGING ON HAND-
23645 —_ — BELLS 2 0
éﬁggg - — VARIATION AND TRANSPO-
deony SITION ... : . 10
52436 — — — METHOD SHEETS—
35642 - — Cambridge Surprise Major 2
43265 — — Double Norwich and Cambridge
64523 —_ — Court 3
65324 — — — Bristol Surprise Major 2
26435  — — Stedman and Grandsire 3
32546 — — HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS
43652  — — AND BEGINNERS 4
46253 <- — — COLLECTION OF PEALS—
42356 — — — Section I1., Plain Bob and Double
Oxford Bob 9
Reduce as follows :(— Sectionlll. Double Norwth B 9
32546 6 9 12 REPORT OF CONFERENCE
WITH S.P.A.B. 6
423% — — — DOUBLE NORWICH COURT
BOB CATERS, by Edgar C.
HIGHCLERE, HANTS. — On March 4th, Shepherd ... 10
1,344 Bob Major : C. J. Hihbert 1, J. Chester- FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR R
man 2, M. Rosier 3, E. W. Rex 4, S. F. Tuffley METHODS . 1
5 G. J. Townsend 6, R. F. Crook 7, G. K. PRESERVATION AND REPAlR
Dodd (cond.) 8. First quarter of Major as OF BELLS,etc. 10
conductor. '

WATFORD, HERTS.—On Feb. 12th, 1,252

Grandsire Caters: W. Wenban 1, R. G. Bell 2,
C. N. Leman 3, W G. Paul 4, H. G. Timms
5, R. E. W. Wenban (first on ten) 6, P. H.
Watts 7, S. H. Hoare (cond.) 8, G. W. Seaman
9, F. H. Crook 10.

Post Free from
MR. C. W. WOOLLEY,
39, Titian Avenue, Bushey Heath, Herts

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL

Church Bell

Rope and Clock Rope Manufacturer

64, Lewisham Park, London, S.E.13

Maker to St.
Canterbury,
Melbourne (Australia),

Mufflers,

LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Paul'* Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute,
Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough,
Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester,
Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

March 17th, 1950.

‘The World's Best

Bellropes’

Noted for Easy Handling and
Non-Stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

CLOCK. AND CHIMING ROPES
SPLICING AND REPAIRS
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

THE RINGERS’ HANDBOOK
Reprinted 1949

FOR ALL LEARNERS
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, PLAIN
BOB and KENT
4 to 8 bells 3/6 4 to 6 bells 1/9
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs. E. S. Powell,
East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-under-Ham,
Somerset

The Jasper Snowdon
Series

‘ROPESIGHT,” 10th edition; 150 pages;
31-

‘GRANDSIRE, by J. A. Trollope; 130
pages; 3/4.

‘' STEDMAN, bv J. A. Trollope; 150
pages; 2/10.

‘STANDARD METHODS, 11th edi-
tion now ready. Letterpress 2/6-
Diagrams 2 /-.

‘TREBLE BOB'
rewritten.

‘ SURPRISE METHODS, by Rev.

D. P. Davies; 126 pages, 2/10.

All post free on receipt of postal order

from

Miss M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,
Cavendish Street, CARTMEL,
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs

Out of print, being

William Potts & Sons, Ltd. BNEILI™R¢; ™

Cathedral,

Church and Tower Clocks

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street,

96, Carver Street,

Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, and
SHEFFIELD, 1
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