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MEMORIES OF 1949

T OOKING back on 1949, English change ringers can regard the
year as one of progress. While the number of new ringers is
not so large as in the years immediately following the war, there
has been a steady influx of new recruits, and if the circulation of
‘The Ringing World * is any indication of those who have a sus-
tained interest in the Exercise then the number is an increase of 500.
The main thing that emerged from the Central Council meeting
at York was the decision to proceed on the revision of Rules and
Decisions™of the Council. On all sides there was a desire to tighten
conditions and to ensure that what constitutes a true peal should
be clearly understood by the Exercise at large. The scheme of repre-
sentation on the Council is also under review. An interesting agenda
is certainly promised next Whitsuntide at Eastbourne.

The fraternal side of the* Exercise has been stimulated by a num-
ber of bif gatherings. At the Henry Johnson dinner, Mr. T. H.
Reeves laid down the reins of office as secretary of St. Martin's
Guild, a post lie had held for 20 years. The Cambridge University
Guild celebrated their 70th anniversary, and the Lincoln Diocesan
Guild their 50th anniversary. The Ancient Society of College Youths’
dinner was of particular interest in vie\s of an account of research
into Fabian Stedman’s life in London as a civil servant. To the
ringer’s calendar is to be added another commemoration dinner, that
of George Williams, the veteran Master of the Winchester Guild,
whose passing is deplored. His name is to be associated with the
annual gatherings at Bournemouth.

Ringing tours have more than maintained their popularity. Most
prominent of these was the visit of Leicester ringers to Ireland. It
not only brought about a better understanding of the principles of
change ringing in Ireland, but socially was a means of cementing
friendship. The Yorkshire tour of Mr. Frank Knight's party re-
sulted in visits to some towers where the bells are rarely heard.
The West Country was again popular with *a number of bands.
From a peal-ringing point of view the tour in Suffolk and Norfolk
was most productive, with 20 peals being rung.

In the realm of performance, there has been hardly a week when
we have not had to record a peal of real merit. To assess the most
meritorious performance of the year is not easy, and we should like
the views of readers on what they regard as the three outstanding
peals of the year. Naturally we lift our hats to the peal of Cam-
bridge Maximus at Exeter Cathedral for the Ancient Society. From
Leicester there has been a continual outpouring of peals, and some
of these are worthy of consideration. The Lincoln band, with their
record length of Bristol, the non-conducted peal of London by the
Chester Guild ringers, Spliced Surprise Minor in 32 methods at
Frampton, Lincolnshire, the Oxford Guild’'s excursions into the humble
field of Doubles, {ill add lustre to the picture.

Another feature has been the work of the bell founders, which
has added to ringing facilities. We recall Blackburn Cathedral's
new 10, the provision of a third ring of 12 for Birmingham and Ever-
creech, Luton, Thaxted, St. Paul's, Salisbury, Grundisburgh, and
there are many others. Some of these improvements are the direct
result of ringers’ enthusiasm and work; a marked thing is the
readiness of the public to subscribe, at a time when money is not
too plentiful, for the maintenance of English bells.

The march of time has brought with it the passing of many dear
ones. We think of Canon G. F. Coleridge, Canon C. C. Marshall,
Messrs. Geo. Williams, F. J. Pitstow, William Taylor, Adam Deas,
William Andrews, W. W. Worthington, W. R. Melville, W. Linter,
C. Swain, John Potter, F. W. Middleton, Eric B. Hartley, F. A.
Smith, W. A. Smith, F. S. W. Butler, C. Marshall, W. Jones, F. G.
Briggs, W. B. Frith, W. Woodhead and many others. These are
men honoured in their day and generation, whose love of bells and
fellow-ringers is ever associated by friends in memories of 1949.
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TEN BELL PEALS
SOUTHAMPTON.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. io, 1949, in 3 Hours and 14 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Michael,

A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES,;

Tenor 16~ cwt. in F.
Fredk. W. Rogers ...Treble , ¢Fredk. W. Burnett 6
*E. Joan Salmons.. . 2 Rev. K. W. H. Felstead 7
¢Nelia M. Leahy 3 Alfred T. Greenwood 8
eMrs. F. J. Marshallsay 4 Ernest F. Salmons ... 9
D aniel T. Matkin 5 Chartles H. Kippin . Tenor

Composed by Gabriel Lindoff. Conducted by Chartes H. Kippin.
* First peal of Cambridge Royal. Rung for the dedication of the
new east window, the previous one being destroyed during the war.

WORSLEY, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
Dec. 10, 1949, in 3 Hours and 23 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mark,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB ROYAL,
Tenor 24 cwt.

On Sat.,

5080 CHANGES;

¢ThoMas Barker ...Treble ¢Chari.es Clegg 6
Charles W. Blakey ... 2 Roger Leigh 7*.
¢Setwyn H. Dearden ... 3 Ernest T. J. Gower... 8
eVictor J. C. W ood 4 Percy- Derbyshire .. 9
4Eric Brunton 5 L aurence J. Wllllams Tenor

Composed by A. Knights (No 275). Conducted by L. J. Williams.
* First peal in the method. First peal of Kent Royal as conductor.
In memoriam Canon G. F. Coleridge.

TROWBRIDGE, WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD
(Im Sat., Dec. 10, 1949, in 3 Hours and 26 Minutes,
At the Church of St. James,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5019 CHANGES;
Tenor 24£ cwt.

W ittiam J. Prescott...Treble +Georgf. J. Hawkins... 6
Betty Spice i 2 Thomas F. King 7
ePetf.r T. Robbins 3 Ernest Parker ... 8
Percival W. J. Harding 4 Gilbert H. Harding... 9
Frank A. Penn . 5 Fredk. S. Statford ... Tenor
Composed by Geo. R. Fardon. Conducted by Geo. J. Hawkins.
* First peal of Stedman and first peal on ten tower bells, t First

peal of Stedmau Caters. In memoriam Canon G. F. Coleridge.

EIGHT BELL PEALS

CLAINES, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 3, 1949, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist,

A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES;
Tenor 14 cwt.

Allen Morgan ... Treble Reginald W oodyatt ... 5
Denis R. Morris 2 George Ambler 6
eJean A. Southerst ... 3 ecyril 'lansell . 7
Sidney T. Ho Il t .. 4 Thomas W. Lewis . Tenor
Composed by Arthur Knights. Conducted bv Sidney T. Holt.

* First peal in the method.

SHIRLEY. WARWICKSHIRE
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 3, 1949. ,n 2 Hours and 35 Minutes,
At the Church of St.
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES,
Thurstans’ Four-part.

James,

5040 CHANGES
Tenor 6} cwt. !

Joseph D. Johnson ...Treble | Vincent Hemmings- 5
M argaret Rowlands ... 2 j John Thomas 6
Mrs. J. Thomas ..." ... 3 1 Patrick Harris . 7
Geoffrey J. Hemmings... 4 Thomas Abbotts ..Tenor j

Conducted by John T homas.
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SEATON, DEVON.
THE GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.
On Sat., Def. 3, 1949, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Gregory,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Parker’'s Twelve-part. Tenor 14 cwt.
5

Jack Salway ...Treble George A. Whitemore...

¢Eli Hawker . 2 Charles Turner ... ... 6

Roger Keeley 3 George E. R ftter 7

Jack Arblry .. 4 G. Stedman Morris . Tenor
Conducted by George E. Retter.

* First peal of Triples ‘inside.
augmented from six to eight.
WELLINGBOROUGH, NORTHANTS.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 3, 1949, in 3 Hours and 36 Minutes,
At the Church of All Hallows,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANCES;
Wittiam J. W hitmore... Treble 1|

First peal on the bells since being

Bernard J. Saddington

S
John King 2 | ®E rnest E. W hitmore ... 6
H akry Richardson 3 Ronald C. Noon 7
John F. Skerrit ... 4 .Geoffrey E. W atson ...Tenor

Composed by George W illiams. Conducted bv G.
First peal of Major on the bells fcr at least 25 years.

E. Watson.
A welcome

to the new Vicar, Rev. M. Clarke. Tenor 28 cwt. 1 qr. 19 Ib
BROMLEY, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Mon., Dec. 5, 1949, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Luke,
A PEAL OF LITTLE BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor It cwt. 1 gr. 8 Ib.
eWittiam J. Ruvi.ings Treble eJohn E. Lyddiard 5
John L. Morris... 2 ¢Percy J. SWce .. 6
¢Hilda Oakshett ... ... 3 Frank C. W. Knight... 7
James Bennett 4 Reginald L. Sitis . Tenor
Composed by N. J. PrrsTOW. Conducted by Reginatd L. Sitis.

* First peal in the method. First in the method Oll the bells. A
birthday compliment to John E. Lyddiard, captain and steeplekeeper.
MOORSIDE; OLDHAM.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Dec. 5, 1949, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Thomas,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANCES;
Tenor 18 cwt. 18 Ib.
Vernon Sykes ...Treble  Fred Mettor. ... . s
H arold Armstead 2 Richard Benson . . 6
Stephen Li.. Parry ~ 3 Fred Dunkerley - 7
lvan Kay .. 4 S.S.M. P. H. Tocock Tenor

Composed by J. Hunt. Conducted by Fred Dunkerley.
Memorial peal to Benjamin Thorpe, of Ashton-under-Lyne.'
BURTON-ON-STATHER, LINCOLNSHIUE."
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD
Dec. 6, 1949, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Andrew,

A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;

on Tues.,

Middleton’s. Tenor 12 cwt. 28 Ib.
Fred L acey .Treble George W. Moody 5
Frank Lord 2 George Dobbs 6
George E. Feirn 3 Philip Barnes
G. Leslie Lunn . 4 Jack Bray
Conducted by Jack Bray.
The conductor’s 200tli peal as conductor.

A thanksgiving for the
recovery from a serious illness of the Vicar, the Rev. O. .
SOFTH WIGSTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wed., Dec. 7, 1949, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Thomas,

A PEAL OF BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES

G. O. Larr.

Arthur E. BoDYCOTE../>eW<> j Harold J. Poole

eNorman G. McCrum ... 2 John J. Morris 6
Shirley Burton ... 3 I Herrick B. Bowley 7
W. Arthur Riddingtoil 4 ALAN Jacques .. Tenot

Composed by H. Dains.
* First peal in the method.

Conducted by Harotd J. Poole.
Tenor 14" cwt.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
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HANSLOPE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs.. Dec. 8, 1949, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
At the Church of St. James,
A PEAL OF BELGRAVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5152 CHANGES;
Tenor 22 cwt.
Andrew C. Sinfietd ...Treble *George
C. Henry Harding 2 ¢Ronald C. .
Ronatd J. 3 C. Edward Jeffries ... 7
Herrick B. Bowley ... 4 Harotd J. ...Tenor
Composed by E. W. Tipler. Conducted by Harotd J. Poole.
¢ First peal in the method. First Surprise peal on the bells.

Care

Noon.

Sharp..

Poole

HOLLESLEY, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.
Dec. 10, 1949, in 3 Hours and 12 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;
Tenor 17~ cwt.

On Sat..

George A. Fleming ... Treble Ranald W. M. Clodston
Frank G. Bloomfiel 2 Cecil W. Pipe 8
Frank L. Fisher ... 3 George W. Pipe . 7
Charles E. Fisher 4 W illiam J. Button ... Tenor
Composed by C. Middileton. Conducted by Georgf. W. Pipe.

First peal of Surprise as conductor.

CRAYFORD, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 10, 1949, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Paulinus,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;
Tenor 123 cwt.

eWalter J. Lemon ...Treble Herbert E. Audsley _ s
Edwin Barnett ....... 2 James Bennett

¢Fredk. W. Budgen ... 3 Frank 1. Hairs 7
Arthur S. Richards ... 4 Tredk. J. cullum.. .. Tenor

Composed by C. Middleton.
* First peal of Cambridge. F.

Conducted by Fredk. J. Cullum.
1. Cullum’s 450th peal and 150th as

conductor.
COLERAINE, CO. LONDONDERRY.
THE IRISH ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 10, 1949, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes'

At the Church of St. Patrick,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Holt's Ten-part. Tenor 20 cwt. 1 qr. 12 Ib.

John Savage e TrEble James F.dgar . 5

John T. Dunwoody ... 2 i Fred E. D lkes 6

¢John J. Fielding 3 j ¢John Campbell . 7

William Pratt I James Lewis (15) Tenor
Conducted by John T. Dunwoody.

* First peal in the method and on tower bells. First peal of

Grandsire on the bells and in the county. First peal on the bells
since they were rehung. Rung in honour of the anniversary of His
Majesty’s accession to the thrcne.

OSWALDTWISTLE, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
Dec. 10, 1949, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
At the Church of Immanuel,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 11 cwt.

On Sat.,

Mrs. I. Todd ... Treble John H. Foster ... 5
Arthur Tomlinson 2 Wittiam H. Ratcliffe... 6
Charles Sharples 3 Edward lddon  ........ 7
Df.rek W hitford ... 4 Peter Crook . Tenor

Composed by N. J. Pitstow. Conducted by Arthur Tomlinson.
A farewell peal to Mrs. Todd, who is shortly leaving the country
to join her husband in Malaya.

WOODFORD, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
Dec. 10, 1949, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES;
Tenor 10 cwt.

On Sat.,

George Dawson ... Treble George W. Faixkner

Alfred W. Brighton 2 John F. Grove 6

Albert W. Beard ... .. 3 Frank V. Gant .. - 7

David W. Beard 4 John H. Crampion . Tenor

Composed by E. nghtn:an. Conducted by John H. Crampion.
A compliment from the Association to Alfred W. Brighton on the
occasion of his golden wedding.
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HARMSTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 10, 1949, in 3 Hours,
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR, 5152 CHANCES;
Comprising 1,280 e&ch of London, Cambridge and Superlative, and

1,312 Bristol, with 113 changes of method. Tenor 12 cwt.
Charles E. Brown ...Treble W alter Tomlinson 5
Jack L. Millhouse 2 John Freeman

4Betty Brown ... 3 Fredk. W. Stokes

Charles McGuiness ... 4 John A. Freeman.......
Composed by A. J. Pitman. Conducted by John Freeman.

* First peal of Spliced Surprise Major.

LAVENHAM, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.
« On Sat., Dec. 10, 1949, in 3 Hours and 22 Minutes.
At the Church of SS. Peter and Paul,

A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES;

Tenor 23 cwt. in D flat.
Wilfred Jarvis re TrEDIE Rev. A. G. G. Thurlow '
Stedman H. Symonds ... 2 George Sayer 6
Fredk. F. Mortlock ... 3 Wm. C. Duffield 7
Arthur G. Bason ... 4 Nolan Golden ... Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Nolan Goilden.

NOTTINGHAM.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 10, 1949, in 3 Hours and 43 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
A PEAL OF YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES;
Tenor 35 cwt. 2 gr. 23 Ib. in C sharp.

eMilton C. Fowler ..Treble John J. L. Gilbert 5
+J. Edward Cawser ... 2 ¢Arthur Firth 6
JGibson Jackson . 3 Ernest A. Thorpe 7
+W. Eric Critchley ... 4 John E. Turley Tcnor
Composed and Conducted by W. Eric Critchley.
¢25th peal together. 150th peal together. {First poal in the
method. First peal in the method on the bells.

SIX BELL PEALS

APPLEBY MAGNA, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.
On Wed., Nov. 30, 1949, in 2 Hours -and 53 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Michael,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being 12 six-scores, ten callings. Tenor 12 cwt.

+Maurice Buck .Treble F. George Bailey 4
Irank Sharp . . 2 W ittiam F. W oodward 5
W. Geoffrey Hair 3 William Miller ...Tenor
Conducted by W. Geoffrey Hair.
¢ First peal. First peal as conductor.
EASTHAM, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 3, 1949, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,

At the Church of St. Mary, ~
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being 19 extents of Grandsire, eight each of St. Simon’'s and St.
Martin’'s, and seven of Plain Bob. Tenor 12 cwt. in F sharp.

ePhilip C. Holmes ...Treble +A. Trevor Sutton 4
Charles B. Pemberton 2 Alexander J. Martin... 5
tANDREwW J. H. Scott ... 3 Thomas W. W ood ...Tenor

Conducted by Aitlexander J. Martin.
¢ First peal, t First peal of Doubles. First peal in four Doubles
methods by all the band. A birthday compliment to Messrs. P. C.
Holmes, A. J. H. Scott, T. W. Wood and G. F. Picktliall.

LYTCHETT MATRAVFRS, DORSET.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. j, 1949, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,

A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES:
Being seven different extents. Tenor 7f cwt.
eMichael M. Quakmby..Treble I +R. Frank Price ... 4
Lionel H. Pin Kk oo 2 W ittiam C. Shute
Harold E. W hite 3 1 ¢Ernest A. Bishop

Conducted by W irtriam C. Shi te.

¢ First peal, tFirst peal of Minor.
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BREDWARDINE, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 3, 1949, in 2 Hours and 39 Minutes,

At the Church of St. Andrew,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being 42 six-scores, ten callings. Tenor 75 cwt.

#Janice Parsons (15) ...Treble Lawrence T. Main'waring 4

Frank Sandford 2 Leslie Evans 5

Frederick R. Harris... 3 Ivor VV. Prosser ... Tenor
Conducted by Leslie Evans.

* First peal. Rung as a welcome to Rev S. F. Jolliffo Ol his in-
stitution to the parish.

MAULDEN, BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Mon., Dec. 5, 1949, in 2 Hours and 34 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF MINOR. 5040 CHANGES;
Being 720 each of Rossendale and Cambridge Surprise, Oxford and
Kent Treble Boh, Double Oxford, Single Oxford and Plain Bob.

Ronald J. Sharp ...Treble C. Edward Jeffries ... 4
C. Henry Harding 2 e¢William Stapleton 5
Crifford W. lzzard .. 3 ¢Andrew C. Sinfield ...Tenor

Conducted by W illiam Stapleton.
* 25th peal together. Rung for the 78th birthday of C. W. Sin-
field, churchwarden for 48 years.

STOW, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Mon., Dec. 5, 1949, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being seven methods: Double Oxford, Single Oxford, Cambridge Sur-
prise, Oxford Treble Bob, Kent Treble Bob, St. Clement's and Plain

Bob. Tenor 10 cwt.
John Ellerton .Treble G. Leslie A. Lunn 4
Jack Bray A 2 Philip Barnes . 5
Bernard O. Mann 3 George E. Feirn .. ..Tenor

Conducted by George E. Feirn.
First peal in seven methods on the bells- For the jubilee of the

Guild.
DALLINGTON, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Dec. 6, 1949, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,

At the Church of St. Giles,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES:
Being 720 each of Double Court, Double Oxford, Single Oxford,
Oxford Treble Bob, Kent Treble Bob, Reverse Canterbury Pleasure

and Plain Bob. Tenor 11 cwt. in G.

Fredk. J. Lambert .. Treble E. Gavan D. Tonkin .. 4

Wm. A. Kitchenside ... 2 Chari.es A. Bassett 5

¢Archibald G. Grimwood 3 Frank H. Hicks .Tenor
Conducted by Frank H. Hicks.

* First peal in seven methods. A birthday complimcnt to the Vicar.

PRESCOT, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Dec. 6, 1949, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being seven different extents. Tenor 14 cwt. 3 qr. 21 Ib. in F.

¢Ronald Preston ...Treble tFrank Varty ... 4
Julia M. Preston 2 W illiam E. Court 5
+Roger C. Preston 3 W ilfred Riley Tenor

Conducted by W ittiam E. Court.
oFirst peal, tFirst peal of Bob Minor. To mark the birth of
Robert Michael, son of the tenor ringer.

LAUGHTON, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Wed., Dec. 7, 1949, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,
At the Church of A Il Saints,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Consisting of 720 of Kent Treble Bob, two 720's of Reverse Canter-

bury Pleasure and four 720's of Plain Bob. Tenor 10. cwt. in G.
Wm. A. Kitchenside...Treble Frank H. Hicks ... 4
¢C. John Piper .. 2 Benjamin Stepney 5
Archibald G. Grimwood 3 E. Cavan D. Tonkin... Tenor

Gavin D. Tonkin.

¢ First peal in three methods. First peal in three methods as con-
ductor. Rung on the 16th birthday of the conductor. Also an 87th
birthday compliment to Mr. W. S. Piper, grandfather of the ringer
of the second.

Conducted by E.
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DEEPING ST. NICHOLAS, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wed., Dec. 7, 1949, in 2 Hours and 22 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Nicholas,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being three methods, three extents of Oxford and three of Kent
Treble Bob and one of Plain Bob. Tenor 6£ cwt.

W ittiam D uffy ...Treble Aubrey D. Mills .. 4

Maurice Bennett .. 2 Kenneth W. Duffy 5

George W. Mills .. 3 Stanley E. Bennett ... Tenor
Conducted by Stanley E. Bennett.

First peal of Minor as conductor and 100th peal. Believed to be
the first peal on tower bells by fatheie and sons for the Guild.
COWLEY, OXFORD.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Dec. 8, 1949, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
At the Churcp of St. James,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

W altter F. Holloway Treble eWalter Fern 4

eDavid W oodley .. 2 ¢James Adams e 5

¢Lawrence H. W. Busby 3 G raham W ebb ... Tenor
Conducted by Lawrence H. W. Busby.

First peal on recast bells

¢ First peal. First peal as conductor.
Tenor 6 cwt

and believed to be the first in the tower.
COPT OAK, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Fri., Dec. 9, 1949, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being on extent each of (1) (Spliced) St. Clement's, Lytham, Col-
lege, Thelwall, Wavertree, Reverse, Fulbeck, Plain Bob, Canterbury
Pleasure, London Bob, Childwall, Double Bob and Double Oxford,
(2) Single Oxford, (3) Single Court, (4) Double Court, (5) Kent
Treble Bob, (6) Oxford Treble Bob, and (7) Cambridge Surprise.
4

John Hawtin ..Treble John A. Underwood
C. Wiltiam Hall 2 James W. Bowley. ... 5
Samuel Martin 3 Roland Beniston ... Tenor

Conducted by Roland Beniston.
Also first for the Guild in 19
Tenor 10 cwt.

Composed by C. K. Lewis.
First peal in 19'methods by all.
methods.
GODSHILL, ISLE OF WIGHT.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 10, 1949, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
At the Church of Ai.i. Saints,
A PEAL OF TREBLE BOB MINOR, 530 (THANGES;
Being four extents of Oxford and three extents of Kent. Tenor 9£ cwt.

Bryan C. Stirland ...Treble Lester Bailey 4

W illiam Upton 2 Patrick Page 5

Frank S. Taylor 3 John H. Hunt ... Tenor
Conducted bv John H. Hunt.

SOUTH NEWTON, WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec, 10, 1949, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Andrew,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being seven extents. Tenor 9 cwt.

Jack Mussell ..Treble I John Hartiess 4
¢Jean M. Brown 2 Frank L. Harris. . 5
Herbert H. Abrahams 3 1 Ronaltd N. Mariow ...Tenor

Conducted by Frank L. Harris.
* First peal of Surprise. First Surprise peal on the bells.
WHITTLESEY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 10, 1949, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Andrew,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being seven extents. Tenor 20 cwt.
#Eileen Mounfietd (17) Treble Smith 4
¢Jose Turner (13)..un.. 2
(15) .. .3 F rancis H.
Conducted by Frank Warrington.

W illiam
Frank W arrington 5
...Tenor

¢David Peters Newman

¢ First peal. A birthday compliment to Eileen Mounfield.
UPHOLLAND, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Dec. 10, 1949, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,

At the Church of St. Thomas-the-Martyr,

A PEAL OF MINOR. 50411 CHANGES;
Being one 720 of Oxford Bob and two 720's each of Oxford Treble
Bob, Kent Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 12 cwt.

George Mills e TrEDIE Ellen Ricf. 4
Robert Critchley... 2 John Pounds . 5
Cithbert Ackers ... 3 Arthur Mawdsley ... Tenor

Conducted by Arthur
The first peal of Minor on the bells.
(More peals on page 633.)

M awdsley.
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BOLSOVER, DERBYSHIRE.— On Nov.
26th, 1,344 Bob Major: W. Allwood 1, S.
Slaney 2, D. Cooper 3, Miss B. Moss 4, H.
Wagstaffe 5, C. Wright 6, J. Saxton 7. A. B.
Cooper (cond.) 8. For the wedding of Mr.
Harold Jackson (member of the local band)
to Miss Kathleen Lee.

HRADFIELD, BERKS.—On Dec. 13th, 1,260
Doubles, being 120 Reading, 120 Stedman, 240
/-~t. Simon’s, 120 April Day, 360 Bob and 300
Grandsire: W. Young 1, C. Humphries 2, E.
W. C. Reeves 3, G. Keal 4, J. Butler (cond.)
5, R. Alluin 6. First quarter by 1, 2, 3, 6.
First of Doubles by 4 and 5. To celebrate
Mrs. Reeves’ 50 years’ ringing at Bradiield.

HRADFIELD, YORKSHIRE.—On Dec. 10th,
1.260 Plain Bob Minor: H. Hurst 1, H. O.
Chaddock 2, D. Elaine Wright 3, R. Birch 4,
D. Holland 5, N. Chaddock (cond.) 6.

BRAINTREE. ESSEX—On Dec. llth, 1,280
Double Norwich Court Bob Major: G. Wiffen
1, Basil Redgwell 2, H. E. Hammond 3, H.
R. Pelton 4, G. Lindridge 5, J. Warner 6, L.
W. Wiffen (cond.) 7, A. Wiiffen 8. A birthday
compliment to Mr. H. E. Hammond on his
84th birthday.

ECCLESTON, CHESHIRE —On Dec. Ilth.
1.260 Grandsire Triples: Cyril Price 1, Frank
Jones 2, George Pugh 3, Walter Pugh 4,
Samuel Jones, sen., 5, Samuel Jones, jun.
(cond.) 6, Harry Thomas 7, Edward Price 8.
An 81st birthday compliment to S. Jones, sen.

EGREMONT, CUMBERLAND.—On Dec.
3rd, 1,260 Stedman Triples: W. H. Cook 1,
A. Eilbeck 2, J. H. Rotliery 3, R. F. Grisdale
4, R. A. Johnston (first in method) 5, J. W.
Brownrigg 6, H. S. Grisdale (cond.) 7, S.
Richardson 8. Rung as a farewell to the
Vicar, Rev. Bucks.

KETTERING, NORTHANTS. —On Dec.
Ilth, 1,260 Plain Bob Royal: B. S. Cope 1, P.
J. Eaton 2, G. E. Watson 3, Mrs. G. E. Wat-
son 4, R. F. Turner 5 R. G. Black 6, C. W.
Bird 7. J. E. Skerritt 8, B. J. Saddington 9,
P. 1. Chapman (first as cond.) 10. First of
Rbyal, 1, 2 and 8.

THE RINGING WORLD

QUARTER PEALS

KINGSBURY, LONDON.—On Dec. llth,
1.260 Grandsire Triples: E. Southgate 1, Roy
Stoddard 2, Mrs. E. Eveleigh 3, Maud Lane 4,
E. M. Atkins (cond.) 5, W. E. Eveleigh 6, E.
H. Eveleigh 7, D. Smith 8. First of Triples
for 2, 3, 8. First of Triples ‘ inside ' for 6 and
7.

KINGSCLERE, HANTS.—On Dec. 5th,
1.260 Plain Bob Major: M. J. Dodd 1, R. C.
Christopher 2, S. F. Tuffley 3, R. W. Rex 4,
R. F. Crook (cond.) 5 G. K. Dodd 6. Rung
as a welcome to the new Vicar, the Rev. D.
N. Thomas.

LAMBETH, LONDON.—On Dec. llth, 1,260
Stedman Triples! W. S. Grainger 1, J. H.
Lott 2, Miss P. G. Kitchen 3, J. Bullock 4, T.
H. Taffender 5, C. W. Othey 6, H. G. An-
grews (first in method as cond.) 7, W. Hardy

'NORTHAMPTON.—At St. Giles’, on Dec.
Iith, 1,264 Bob Major: Miss Rita Parker 1,
Miss M. B. Valentine 2, F. Burgess 3, G. F.

Roome (first ‘inside’) 4, S. F. Earl 5 E.
Nobles 6, S. Foskett 7, W. R. Hammons
(cond.) 8. First quarter peal of Major for 1
and 2.

OTTERY ST. MARY, DEVON.—On Dec.
12tli, 1,260 Oxford Bob Triples: W. D. Ash-
down 1, J. Salway 2, A. Holway 3, Miss Q.
Prirjg 4, D. Callard 5, E. E. Retter 6, G. E.
Reuer (cond.) 7, E. R. Retter 8. A wedding
compliment to Brian Pidgeon (Branch Sec.).

SIDMOUTH, DEVON.—On Dec. llth, 1,260
Grandsire Triples: P. Bromfield 1, J. B. San-
som 2, Marion Davis (first quarter *inside *)
3, Betty Smith 4, P. Davis 5, E. Rowe 6, R.
Woodley (cond.) 7, B. Vincent 8.

SLOUGH. BUCKS.—On Dec. Ilth, 1,260
Grandsire Triples: A. D. Rivers 1, R. Frank-
lin 2, W. W. Wolstencroft 3, F. G. Groom-
bridge 4, Miss F. Murkett 5, E. L. A. Hudson
6, W. Welling (cond.) 7, E. H. Preston 8.
Rung half-muffled for Mr. A. E. Kirk, church-
warden.
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STANMORE, MIDDLESEX.—On Dec. Iltli,
1.280 Kent Treble Bob: T. Clark 1, A. Wen-
ban 2, R. Wenban 3, E. J. Leversuch 4, C.
Wenban 5, J. E. Rootes 6, W. Wenban 7,
W. J. Nudds (cond., aged 81) 8.

TAUNTON, SOMERSET.—On Dec. llth,
1.260 Grandsire Triples: T. Jeanes 1, W. Tarr
2, D. Witt 3, C. Williams 4, Pamela Woolley
5, H. Mockridge 6, W. Gigg (cond.) 7, E.
Symonds 8. For the anniversary of the
King’'s Accession.

THRAPSTON, NORTHANTS. — On Nov.
28th, 1,280 Cambridge Surprise Major: A.
Bellamy 1, A. Gibbs 2, W. Whitmore 3, H.
Richardson 4, G. Jeffs 5 A. Wilson 6, E.
Whitmore (cond.) 7, L. Groom 8. First quarter
in method by 2, 6 and 8.

THORNE, YORKS.—On Dec. 3rd, 1,344
Cambridge Surprise Major: W. H. Jackson 1,
W. E. Critchley (cond.) 2, G. Jackson 3, E. J.
Padgett 4, J. Thorley 5, R. C. Westney 6, E.
Thorley 7, C. Thorley 8. Firsf auarter peal of
Cambridge Surprise Major for all except con-
ductor.

WALTON-ON-THAMES, SURREY. — On
Dec. 4th, 1,264 Grandsire Triples: W. Alterton
u(first quarter) 1, Mrs. V. Lathbury 2, G. Curtis
3, R. Andrews 4, L. Houghton 5, B. Calcombe
6, R. Lathbury (cond.) 7, G. Barnett 8. A

silver wedding compliment to Mr. and Mrs.
Curtis.
WEMBDON, SOMERSET.—On Dec. 2nd,

1.260 Plain Bob Minor: O. Pole 1, E. Norman
2, H. Davis 3, C. Clarke 4, F. Sweet 5, R.
Short (first as’ cond.) 6. First of Minor by 1
and 2. First ‘inside ' by 3.

WEST MALLING, KENT. — On Dec. 4th,
1.280 Double Norwich Court Bob Major: Mar-
garet Baker 1, R. Sills 2, J. Morris 3, Edna
Sills 4, B. Baker 5, F. Knight 6, P. Wright
(cond.) 7, F. Wright 8. A farewell to R. Sills
on his call-up to the Armv.

WESTON -BY - WELLAND, LEICESTER-
SHIRE.—On December 13th, 1,260 Doubles
(480 Plain Bob and 780 Grandsire): Miss
Frances Hart 1, C. Windram 2, F. Wallington
3, E. J. Sharp 4, W. Hector (cond.) 5.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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‘THE RINGING WORLDL1

The Official Journal of the Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers

Editorial O ffice : c/o Woodbridge Press,
Ltd., Guildford, Surrey.
Editorial Committee :

Edwin H. Lewis, M.A. (President of
Council).

George W. Fietcher (Hon. Secretary of
Council), The White House, Caister-on-
Sea, Norfolk.

A. A. Hughes, J.P. (Hon. Treasurer),

34, Whitechapel Road,
Mrs. E. K.
Editor : T.

E.i.
Fletcher.
W. White.

‘ The Ringing World * was founded in the
year 1911 by John Sfarkes Goldsmith, who
remained its proprietor and editor until his
death in 1942.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

From January, 1950, ‘The Ringing
World * will be enlarged to 16 pages
and sold at 4d. Orders for postal

copies should be sent to Mrs. Fletcher,
The White House, Caister-on-Sea, Nor-
folk, at the following rates: 12 months
£1, 6 months 10s. 6d., 3 months 5s. 6d.

THE RINGING WORLt>

Eight members of the
Leicester Diocesan Guild
had a field day on Satur-
day, December 17th, when they took part in
four peals in the one day. Superlative Sur-
prise Major was rung at the Bell Foundry,
Loughborough, London Surprise Major at
Tliurcaston, Bristol Surprise Major at Anstey
and Cambridge Surprise Royal in the evening
at the Bell Foundry. This is the first time
that three peals of Surprise Major and one of
Royal have been rung in a day. In offering
congratulations we trust that memories are
not too blurred for a full story for our
readers.

Will those who have rung 40 or more peals
during 1949 please send the following parti-
culars: Number rung in tower and ‘in hand,’
and number of each conducted? We should
also like photographs of those who completed
100 peals in 1949.

Bexhill .Grammar School boys rang a quar-
ter peal of Grandsire Doubles in honour of
the school speech day and commemoration
service on December 12th. The boys are now
seriously considering forming a ringing club
in the school.

Mr. J. W. Jones, of Newport, celebrated
his 84th birthday on December 5th. A peal
in honour of the happy occasion at Bridgend
came to grief through a miscall. On December
10th an attempt was made for a peal of Cam-
bridge Surprise Major at Aberavon. A good
start was made and after about 20 minutes
the light was put out at the main. After-
wards 1,632 Cambridge Surprise Major was
rung by J. Evans 1. E. Stitch 2, A. Hoare 3,
T. M. Roderick 4, G. I. Lewis 5, J. Lovett 6,
F. Lasbury 7, A. j. Pitman (cond.) 8. This
was the longest length in the method by 1, 2,
3, 4 and 5.

THE WHITECHAPEL
BELL FOUNDRY

MEARS & STAINBANK

at

BELFRY GOSSIP

December 30th, 1949.

For longevity in ringing
go to Chedzoy, Somerset.
Mr. B. Jeanes is the fourth
member of his family to complete 50 years as

a ringer. The others were Mr. H. Chappie
(85£ years of age) 59 years, the late Mr.
R. Hooper 51 years, and Mr. T. Jeanes 50"
years. He now rings at Bridgwater. On De-

cember 9th, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles was rung
at Chedzoy in honour of his half-century of
service by W. Chiswick 1, S. Baker 2, P.
Tucker 3, B. Jeanes 4, T. Chappie (cond.) 5,
C. Newton 6.

The peal as Blewbury, Berks, on Dec. 3rd
was the first by the local service band for
27 years.

The attempt for 6,496 Spliced Surprise
Major in six methods will be made at Frod-
sham on December 31st and not January 3lst
as stated on page 606.

The band who rang Glasgow Surprise at
Frodsham recently would like to offer apolo-
gies to the band who first made the 4th place
bob (at Willesden on August 11th) in this
method.

The peal of Stedman Caters at Trowbridge
on December 10th was rung on the®40th anni-
versary of a peal of Grandsire Triples at
Trowbridge in  which Gilbert Harding,
Thomas King and William Prescott took part.
It was the fifst peal of Triples of Gilbert
Harding and also of that Trowbridge stal-
wart, Sam Hector.

Apropos recent correspondence on Spliced
Oxford and Kent Minor, Mr. A. D. Barker
writes: On January 30th, 1926, a peal of
Spliced Kent and Oxford Treble Bob Minor
was rung at Stoke Poges consisting of seven
different 720's. All 5-6's were at backstroke
and without bobs. One of the band was 16,
another 17 and two 18 years of age.

ESTABLISHED
1570

34, Whitechapel Road, London, E.i

Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

Founders of the new ring of twelve for Liverpool Cathedral

HANDBELLS

Tenor 82 cwt.

RF1T. ROPES
Etc.

MUFFLES
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SOMETHING NEW FOR THE NEW YEAR

‘STEADFAST.

There are, of course, hundreds of new
methods for even-bell rings, but they are
nearly all Surprise methods, and, as such,
appeal only to. the more expert bands. Here
is something rather different, which may have

an appeal to the average band as offering
some degree of interest in practice, and a
change from the Grandsire, Stedman, Plain

and Treble Bob so often constituting the
manageable repertoire. Oftentimes a method,
mastered in one stage, is found to have 110
acceptable extension to other stages; but this
method, which is a principle of the Stedman
type, runs true to form from Minor to Maxi-
mus, and can be rung straight away by any
competent Stedman band. So it should have
a two-fold appeal to those who like to have
their tenor turned in.

If we apply Grid Analysis to the Stedman
method we derive a specification or ' formula’
for producing the principle on all numbers,
both odd and even. Translated into plain
terms, the formula yields this:—

Let a front-group of bells of minimum num-
ber do plain hunting to their extent, forming
a ‘set’ of rows, then reverse the hunting
from forward to backward for the next set.
While the sets thus alternate, let the bells
above do a treble-bob form of hunt, an ex-
change of two bells taking place between
front and rear groups at every set-junction.

Boiled down, that becomes just this:—

‘ Extended treble-bob hunting on all
above a minimum, reversing,
front group.’

In the front bell-group it is, of course, the
forward hunting which gives the quick sets
and the backward hunting which gives the.
slow sets.

The Stedman we know so well being on odd
numbers, the front group is an odd number,
of minimum 3, giving sets <f extents of six
change rows, causing the back-group bells to
do a treble-bob hunt of the double-dodging
kind.

With the formula applied to even numbers,
the front group becomes an even number, of
minimum 4, giving sets of extents of eight
change rows, causing the back-group bells to
do a treble-bob hunt of the triple-dodging
kind. (The dodging, being, of course, in 5-6,
7-8. 9-10, 11-12))

And so we find, as in Stedman, Quick-work,
Dodging, Slow-work and Dodging again, with
bells coming to lead at hand in a Quick set
and at back in a Slow set. Also the same rule
applies for the ‘way into * the front work
from the dodging ; thus:—

‘When dodging in 5-6 down, if you are
QUICK to strike your course bell (i.e., at
start of dodging), you go in QUICK; but if
you are SLOW to strike your course bell (i.e.,
at end of dodging), you go in SLOW.

An even more remarkable indication of the
validity of the working of Grid Analysis in
these matters is that the *blue line’' of the
Slow work in *the method is found to be
similai to that of Stedman, but ‘ extended’
to cover the four bells therein, so that all
3rds places become 4ths, the rest being as
in Stedman: First whole turn, first half turn,
last half turn and last whole turn, all in their
correct order. The two extra change rows
in the set, however (8 instead of 6 as in Sted-
man) give rise to just one extra tit-bit at the
entry of the Slow, and its reverse at> the exit
from the Slow. This is called the ‘ Turn IN
—4ths, lead and 3rds; and the ‘' Turn Out '—
3rds, lead and 4th. There is no need to take
up space here with a diagram. A few seconds
writh pencil and paper will give the blue line
for the Slow work without any difficulty.

From its connection and consistency with
the Stedman methods it has been named

bells
plain hunting,

‘ Steadfast.” Here are comparable stages of
Doubles and Minor:—

As Steadfast is an

- even-bell method
rounds is the first
row of a set (back-
stroke), and for the
treble to move

Stedmau. Steadfast. straight up on * Go’,
2135 46 it must be a Quick
Q 1234 56 set to start.
342 51 2143 65 Note that the only
Q435 21 2413 56 3rds places in Stead-
453 12 4231 65  fast- (in the Turns
543,, 2 4321 56 In and Out) come
534" 12 3412 65 at the parting of
342 3142 56 the sets.
345 12 1324 65 Calls are made
S 431 52 s 3106 45 exactly “es in Sted-
341 25 3216 54 Man
314 52 2361 45 The' method re-
134 25 2631 54 ceived its ‘ baptism’
143 52 6213 45 in the tower of St.
413 25 6123 54 Mary Magdalene,
Q142 35 1632 45 Upton, Devon, on
1362 54 Friday, Aug. 19th,
Q 3165 24 194.9, when members

of the Universities’
Association, after a
look at the blue
line and the go-offs,

rang the plain
course in the Major.
A. Y.-B.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD

WEST DORSET BRANCH.

The annual meeting on December 10th at
Bridport brought together about 50 ringers
from nine towers in the branch, with visitors
from Abbotsburv, Stratton, Bovingdon and
Templeccrmbe.

Canon G. C. Clare conducted the service in
church, the lesson being read by the Rev.
C. F. Chase. The Rev. O. L. Willmott, Vicar
of Loders, gave an arresting address on the
character of English bellringing and bellringers.

The business meeting was held after tea in
the Church Hall, the Rev. C. Carew* Cox,
branch chairman, presiding. At the outset Mr.
L. Hayball and the chairman paid a tribute
to the late Mr. Harry Bull, of Hawkchurch, a
long standing member of the Guild, and all
stood in silence for a moment to his memory.

The accounts showed a satisfactory credit
balance of £23 8s. 8d. All the officers were
unanimously re-elected, and four new mem-
bers, Messrs. C. Chard, R. Drake, J. Drake
and E. Bonnell, from Loders, were welcomed.

Future meetings were provisionally'arranged
to be held at Burton Bradstock, Lyme Regis,
Corscombe and Powerstock.

A communication from the Central Council
in connection with the formation of a roll of
honour of ringers who gave their lives in the
last war elicited the happy fact that all who
served from the towers represented at the
meeting had returned safely. Members were
glad to hear that Mr. A. F. Martin Stewart,
of Ferndown, was making satisfactory progress
after an operation in Wimborne Hospital.

A comprehensive vote of thanks was moved
by tlie chairman to Canon Clare for his wel-
come, to the incumbents who had granted the
use of their bells that day, to the Rev. O. L.
Willmott for his excellent address, to Mr. 5-
Elsworth, the branch organist, and to the hon.
secretary, Mr. C. H. Lathey, for his arrange-
ments.

Ringing during the afternoon and evening
included call changes, Grandsire, Stedman and
Plain Bob Doubles and Triples, Double Norwich
and Cambridge Major.
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Gloucester and Bristol
SWINDON BRANCH.

The annual meeting of the Swindon Branch
was held at Christ Church, Swindon, on Dec.
10th, and there were visitors from Cirencester,
Melksham, Chippenham and Olney, Bucks, in
addition to the branch members. The usual
ringing and service took place, and tne com-
pany was entertained to tea.

At the business meeting sympathetic refer-
ence was made to the passing of Mr. W. M.
Greenaway. The retiring chairman (Mr. W.
H. Trueman) and secretary (Mr. W. B.
Kynaston) were re-elected, and it was proposed
that meetings be held at St. Mark’s, Swindon,
Malmesbury and Rodbourne Cheney during the
next three months. A collection for the Asso-
ciation Belfry Repair Fund realised £1 10s.

CHELTENHAM BRANCH ANNUAL.

Twenty-three members and 12 visitors at-
tended tl;e annual meeting at Charlton Kings,
the Vicar presiding. The annual report, pre-
sented by Mr. C. Rouse, stated that the branch
had now reached the end of its 30th year. Of
the 19 members elected at the first meeting,
only two, W. Townsend and G. H. Walters,
were still on their list. During the 30 years
72 meetings had been held and 62 peals rung
in their area for the Association.

The dinner, revived after an interval of ten
years, was a success and it would be a pity
to let it drop again. There was no doubt as
to the success of the branch outing, but some
members felt that.' the experiment of allowing
ladies in the party should not be repeated.

No new members had been made during the
year and they had lost three by death. Paid-
up membership was 69, against 85 last year.
He advocated more frequent meetings as a
means of stimulating interest.

Ringing for Sunday service had not been so
frequent in some towers as it should be. More
members were needed and every effort should
be made by all to find those who were willing
to learn. ‘We shall have to make a very
great effort if we are to retain our position
as one of the strongest branches, there having
been great progress made in other areas.

Mr. T. Boreham was re-elected chairman and
Mr. C. Rouse, secretary, was also re-elected
after saying it would be impossible to put in
so much work again. Thanks were largely due
to Mrs. West, who was now seriously ill in
hospital. Mr. G, Kilmister, of Badgeworth,
was elected representative on the Management
Committee.

A service was held and ringing ranged from
rounds to Cambridge.

MIDDLESEX JOINT MEETING

The occasion of the joint meeting between
the Royal Cumberland Youths and the Middle-
sex and London Diocesan Guild, held at St.
Ann’'s, Highgate, and St. Stephen’'s, Hamp-
stead, Oll T)ecember 10th, had a most success-
ful and encouraging response. Approximately
60 ringers attended, the gathering being com-
posed of those from all districts of London
and visitors from places as far apart as Cam-
bridge, Croydon. Hertford, Reading and
Southampton.

Ringing at both towers took place with
crowded ringing chambers and consequently
there was little time between touches, but care
was taken to see that everyone was catered
for, and the methods ranged up to Cambridge
Surprise, with some rounds for thQse as yet
not far .advanced.

Mr. C. J. Matthews, Past Master of the
Cumberlands, welcomed the Middlesex Associa-

tion, but was sorry to announce that the
present Master, Mr. G. H. Cross, had just
entered hospital for an operation. The meet-

ing wished Mr. Cross an early and complete
recovery. Mr. A. W. Coles, vice-president of
the Middlesex Association, replied with thanks
to all concerned, including Mr. T. Bevan, who
had made the arrangements for use of the
bells, evensong service and tea.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THOSE OUTSIDE THE PALE

Dear Sir,—1 feel that | must congratulate
you on the admirable sentiments expressed in
the final paragraph of your leader, ‘ The Lin-
con Jubilee,” in the issue of December 9th.

The fact that it is the small town and vil-
lage bands who perform their duties faith-
fully, who are the backbone of the ringing
world, is a doctrine which I have been trying to
drum into you for some time. One can only
hope that your conversion to the true faith
is genuine and lasting.

May | suggest a further stage in your edu-
cation?

Make a point as frequently as you can to
visit isolated towers—the more isolated the
better—and, without disclosing your Identity,
try and find out how interested the band is
in the; Central Council, Guilds and ‘ The Ring-
ing World.’

I suggest questions on these lines:—

What is the name of your Association?

Who are the Ringing Master and secretary?

How is your Guild or Association sub-
divided ?

What are the names of your district or
branch chairman and secretary?

Do you attend any ringing meetings, and
how frequently do you ring away from your
own tower?

What is the Central Council and what does
it do?

Does anyone in your tower take
Ringing World '?

Having collated youp replies, | feel certain
that you would be forced to the following
conclusionsi—

That the average village band has no in-
terest outside about a five-mile radius.

That the disbandment of the Central Coun-
cil would not even be a matter of fleeting
interest.

That about 50 per cent, of ringers have a

in *The

vague interest in their own Association and
about 75 per cent, in their own branch or
district.

That not more than 25 per cent, of known
ringers are the least interested in ‘ The Ring-
ing World.’

Your paragraph which | have referred to
above is oddly at variance with the first sen-
tence of the last paragraph of your leader
of October 28th. The fact is that to the
small town or village band it would not make
the slightest difference if the Central Council
was disbanded, ‘' The Ringing World ' ceased
publication, and very little difference if their
local Association ceased to operate.

If and when you realise how little the Cen-
tral Council, large Guilds and ‘ The Ringing
World ' count in the scheme of things, your
conversion to the true faith will be complete.
—Yours faithfully,

T. V. LISTER

Apperlev, Glos.

{It is the sole purpose of ‘The Ringing
World,” working in conjunction with the Cen-
tral Council and the Guilds, to advance change
ringing. We agree that in ‘the scheme of
things ' we are of little count to those un-
interested in our art. So is the Church As-
sembly to many members of the Church of
England, but it is very real to those conscious
of its work and responsibilities.—Editor.]

(Group Captain).

In response to the Rector’'s written request,
eight members of the Sheffield and District
Society visited Bradfield Parish Church, in snow
and ice, on December 10th to help him and his
ringers in their efforts to master the art.
After a useful and enjoyable afternoon’s -ring-
ing on the six bells, the Rector (the Rev. A.
King) and his wife kindly provided refresh-
ment at the Rectory.

BRITISH BELLS AND AMERICAN FILMS

Dear Sir,—I was extremely interested in the
letter from Mr. P. J. L. Purslow re the touch
of Grandsire Triples, which | also heard in
Saturday Night Theatre on November 19th.
On December 10th in the same programme a
play ~as presented called ‘ Our Town.” It was
about a small town in America with a typical
small American church. At one stage in the
play there was a wedding at the church and
before the ceremony | heard eight bells ring-
ing, which sounded like Westminster Abbey
bells. Surely a small town in America with
a small church would not possess eight- bells.
Could anybody please help? Perhaps the
B.B.C. have the answer.—Yours faithfully,

F. STUART WORTH.

R.N. Hospital, Plymouth.

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS GREETING

Dear Sir,—In the radio play, *The man with
a cloak full of holes,” Christopher Columbus,
on his triumphant return from his voyage of
discovery in 1492, was greeted by the ringing
of some excellent Stedman Triples on tower
bells (suspiciously like those of Westminster
Abbey), which could be clearly heard in the
background of the celebration din.

I have informed the B.B.C. that, quite apart
from the fact that neither Spain nor Portugal
has ever possessed a ringing ring of bells,
Fabian Stedman, the author of the method
depicted, was not born until shortly before the
middle of the seventeenth century.

As a record was obviously used, it would be
interesting to know' whether the bells were, in
fact, those of Westminster Abbey. — Yours
faithfully, T. R. BUTLER.

Liverpool 9.

THETFORD'S 37 YEARS BLANK

Dear Sir,—I was pleased to see in / The
Ringing World ' of December 16th that at
last another peal has been rung at St. Peter’s,
Thetford. | well remember the last, a peal
of Bob Major, conducted by the late Thomas

Fitzjolin on December 1st, 1912. How proud
I felt that day, having rung a peal in my
owm tower. Thirty-seven years is a long

time, but these things help to take one back
to one's youth.

I should also like to take this opportunity
to thank all friends who have written and
visited me during my long illness, and am
pleased to say | hope soon to be back in
harness.—Yours sincerely,

FREDERICK A. SALTER.

110, Noel Street, Nottingham.

THANKS TO NEWCASTLE

Dear Sir,—I had to be in Newcastle-on-Tyne
on Wednesday, December 14th, on a distaste-
ful but necessary piece of duty. May | say
thank you to the ringei*s of St. Nicholas' for
lightening the end of a hard morning’s work?
I was too much occupied to listen with any
close attention, but the half-hour’s ringing to
which they treated me from 12.30 till one
o’clock was a fine refreshment for the mind
and spirit.—Yours sincerely,

A. M. HOUGHTON.

YATTON BELLS TO BE RESTORED

The Church Council of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
Yatton, Somerset, have entrusted the restora-
tion of the ring of eight (tenor 22 cwt. op-
proximately) with Messrs. Mears and Stain-
bank. The cost is in the region of £1,400.

Work includes the recasting of the front
four bells, retuning the remainder and re-
hanging on a steel frame. The frame will be
installed some 12ft. lower than the present
frame. The 7th bell (pre-Reformation) is to
be retained.
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What's In a Name?

By MARGARET WOOLLEY.

There is nothing new in the idea of group-
ing ringers into peal bands according to their
surnames; it has been done before in theory
and in practice. Possibly, however, some of
the following combinations have not been
noticed before. All the names have appeared
in ' The Ringing World ' within the last twno
months.

(a) Lords and Commons: King, Bishop,
Duke, Nobles, Lord, Barron, Knight
and Squires.

(b) Bishops: Birmingham, Blackburn, Car-
lisle, Chester, Durham, Exeter, Salis-
bury and Bath-and-Wells.

(c) Ecclesiastical: Bishop, Deacon, Dean,

Monk, Prior and Pope.

(d) International: Brittain, England and
Holland; Fleming, Scott and Pole;
French and Welch.

(e) Nautical: Fleet, Goodsliip, Hull, Man-
sliip, Marriner, Seaman, Shipp,
Waterman, Derrick and Winch.

(f) Waterways: Beck, Brooks, Burns, By-
waters, Dyke, Poole, Rivers and
Wells.

(g) Rowing (a handbell band): Cox, Rowe,
Steere and Henley.
(h) Cricket: Ball, Bowler, Fielding, Gulley,
Legg and Over.
Incidentally there is at least a major band
of ‘famous cricketers’ available!

(i) A slow band: Ambler, Miles, Palmer,
Pilgrim, Walker and Wander.
(j) A'quick band: Dash, Fleet, Gallop,

Rush, Sharp and Speed.

(k) Topographical: Cave, Fenn, Heath, Hill,
Lane, Marsh, Moor and Wood.

(1) Agricultural: Farmer, Garner, Grain,
Meadows, Orchard, Reeve, Root and
Rye.

(a) Hunting and Shooting: Badger, Buck,
Fox. Hare, Hart, Hinde, Partridge,
Sfcag, Basset, Fowler, Hunt and Butt,

(n) Financial: Banks, Bond, Charge, Deal,
Dear, Price, Purchase and Worth.

(o) Emotional: Anger, Bliss, Care and
Hope; Meek, Moody, Savage and
Wild. (These can be made up to a
Royal band at the cost of a bad pun,
with Bould and Sangwin.)

(p) Measurement: Acres, Bayles, Bushel,
Measures, Miles and Peck.
(q) A Seasonal Band: Fogg, Frost, Hoare,

Sleet, Midwinter and Wainters.

Other possible groups which readers may
care to work out for themselves could be de-
scribed as culinary, legal, ornithological,
mountainous and geographical. Someone may
also find a fourth Conservative statesman to
combine with Churchill, Eden and Chamber-
lain !

SUFFOLK GUILD

A most successful meeting was held at Stoke
(6) and Clare (8) on December 17th. Stoke-
by-Clare has a reputation for its hospitality,
and the bountiful tea and roaring fire and a
bottle of port given by the churchwarden
were ample reward for those attending. Mrs.
Leslie Mills, Master Donald iMills, aged 10, of
Bures, and Miss Rosemary Seabrook (14), of
Clare, w're elected members. A total of 30
or more from the district and Essex and
Cambs visitors much enjoyed a good variety
of methods on these two well-kept rings.
The annual district meeting will be held at
Sudbury early in February.

WORCESTER.—At the Church of All Saints,
1.259 Grandsire Caters: H. Bentley 1, T. W.
Lewis 2, R. G. Morris (first on 10) 3, Miss C. A.
Harding 4, W. Lewis 5, W. H. Compton 6,
C. Tansell 7, J. J. Jeffries 8, D. R. Morris
(cond.) 9, G. Ambler 10.
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BRANSTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
Dec. 10, 1949, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR, 5040 CHANGES!
Being one 2,160 and four 720's, different callings.

On Sal.,

John E. Cook ... .Treble eLouis W illders 4
¢Owen A. Needham 2 John W alden 5
¢Amos Ingall Moses Billings ..Tenor
Conducted by Moses Billings.
*  First peal of Surprise. First of Surprise as conductor. Rung as
a birthday compliment to the conductor. Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 23 Ib.

SUCKLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sun., Dec. 11, 1949, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-tiie-Baptist,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being 6 six-scores of April Day, 15 of Plain Bob, 15 of Reverse Can-
terbury Pleasure and 6 of Grandsire. Tenor 14 cwt.

James Ranford Treble Thomas Cooper 4
C. Wilttiam N utt 2 Frederick Merrick m 5
Roland E. Lewis.. 3 W illiam Ranford Tenor

Conducted by C. Wirtiam Nutt.

HANDBELL PEALS
BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 3, 1949, in 2 Hours and 7 Minutes,
At 26, Wellington Road,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Parker's Twelve-part. Tenor size 14 in D.
Albert H. Ward......... 1-2 | 5-6
Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay 3-4 | 7-8
Conducted by Mrs.

‘in hand.
BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 3, 1949, in 2 Hours and 10 Minutes,

At 26, Wellington Road,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Daniel T.
‘Michael J. E. Best (15)
F. J. Marshallsay.
* First peal

Parker’'s Twelve-part. Tenor size 14 in D.
Albert H. Ward ... ,.. 12 | Daniel T. Matkin. . 5-6
¢James F. Daniels (16) 3-4 | Mrs. F. J. Marshal Isay 7-8

Conducted by Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay.
* First peal of Triples away from the tenors.
LEICESTER.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.
On Sat., Dec. 3, 1949, in 2 Hours and 16 Minutes,
In St. Margaret's Schools,

A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5120 CHANGES;
¢Alfred Mould . .. 121 Ernest Morris 5-6
W alter P. Wh|tehead 3-4 | ¢Jack Bailey 7-8
Composed by James George. Conducted by W. P. Whitehead.

* First peal ‘in hand.’ Tenor size 17 in A.
MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
Dec. 3, 1949, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
In the Belfry of Christ Church,

A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES;
¢Alan A. Potts 1-2 1 John Worth
C. Kenneth Lewis 3-4 | Peter Laflin

¢Joseph W hittaker 9-10
Composed by Edward Francis. Conducted by C. Kenneth Lewis.
* First peal of Royal ‘in hand.” First peal of Bob Royal as con-

On Sat,,

7-8

ductor. A birthdav compliment to ringer of 7-8. Tenor size 17
CLEATHAM. LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sun., Dec. 4, 1949, in 2 Hours and 28 Minutes,

At Cleatham House Farm,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;
Tenor size 15 in C.

Georce E. Feirn 1-2 | Jack Bray 5-6

Philip Barnes .. 34 1 George E. . 7-8

Composed by F. Bennett. Conducted bv Jack Bray.
LEICESTER.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD
On Sun., Decf 4, 1949, in 2 Hours and 9 Minutes,
In the Cathedral Belfey,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Dexter's Variation. Tenor size 15 in C.
Harold J. Poole 1-2 | eArthur V. Davis 3-6
Alfred Ballard . . 341 +Mary E. Davis 7-8

Conducted by Harold J. Poole.
* First peal of Stedman on handbells, t First peal of Stedman.

THE RINGING WORLD

A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR,

j Albert H. Ward

! the two veterans,
i spectively,

! No. 16.

| ¢Mrs. F.
............ 56

\'in hand.’
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LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE_LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sun., Dec. 4, 1949, 1 Hour and 47 Minutes,
In St. Peter s Vlcarage,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES,
Being ten callings.

5040 CHANGES;
Tenor size 14 in D.

¢Edward F. M. Samson... 1-2 | Arthur V. Davis ... 3-4
Mary E. Davis .. 5-6
Conducted by Arthur V. Dauvis,
+ First peal on ‘inside’ pair.
LEICESTER.
THE_LEICESTER_DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Mon,, .5, 1949, In 2 Hours and 27 Minutes,
In St. Margaret's Select Vestry Hall,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5077 CHANGES;
Tenor size 17 in A.
Joseph A. Fenton ....... 1-2 1 Alan Catteli...ccccvneeneenn. 5-6
Walter P. W hitehead 3-4 | Ernest Morris 7-K
John Bramley......... 9-10

Composed and Conducted bv Walter P. Whitehead.
LEICESTER.
THE_LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., Dec. 6, 1949, in 2 Hours and 18 Minutes,
At The W ayside, 150, Narborough Road South,
5088 CHANGES;
Harold J. Poole 5-6
3-4 | +Norman G. McCrum 7.8

Conducted by Harold J. Poole.
+ First peal on handbells. Tenor ~ize 15 in C.

¢Peter J. Staniforth 1-2 1
Alfred Ballard ...
Composed by A. Knights.
* 50tli peal this year.

BOURNEMOUTH.
THE _SALISBURY _  DIOCESAN GUILD.
O Tuoes,, . 6, 1949, iN 2 Hours 12 Minutes,

At 26, Wellington Road,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 504*
Parker’'s Twelve-part.

CHANGES;
Tenor size 14 in D.
1-2 I William G. Young 5-6
T. Matkin ... . 341 Francis S. Wilson . 7-8
Conducted by Wiltiam G. Young.
First peal as conductor on a ‘ working' pair. Arranged so that
Messrs. Ward and Wilson, who are 77 and 74 re-
could ring another peal together. Also a compliment to
John W. Jones, of Newport, Mon., who was 84 on December 5th.
HINCKLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wed,, Dec. 7, 1949, In 2 Hours and s Minutes,
At Newstead, Stoke Road,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Alfred Jordan . .. 12 | Edgar Vallance
Alfred Ballard ... '... 3-4 ] Hector Knights

Daniel

7-8

| Composed by F. XI. Atkins. Conducted by Edgar Vallance.
Rung for the birthday of the conductor. Tenor size 12 in F.
BOURNEMOUTH.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
O Is., Dec. 8, 1949, IN2 Hours and 35 Minutes,
At 26, Wellington Road,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor size 17 in A.
1-2 ( Daniel T. Matkin 5-6
J. Marshallsay 3-4 j Roy C. Hurst 7-8
Albert H. Ward ... 9-10
Composed by M. J. Morris. Conducted by Daniel T. Matkin.
* 100th peal this year. The conductor's 100th peal as conductor

William G. Young

BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
ri., Dec. 9, 1949, in 2 Hours and 3 fl/inutes,
At 26, Wellington Road,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANGES;
Tenor size 17 in A.

William G. Young......... 1-2 | Daniel T. Matkin ........ 5-6
Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay 3-4 | Kathleen E. Fletcher 7-8
Composed by J. WT. Parker. Conducted bv Daniel T. Matkin.

GUILDFORD, SURREY.
THE GUILDFORD, DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sun, 11, 1949, N 2 Hours 10 Vinutes,
At 129, Stoke Road,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being ten different callings. Tenor size 14 in D.

eHarold A. May ... 1-2 | +Rogf.r O. Fry . 3-4
T. Mark White ... 5-6
Conducted by Roger O. Fry.

¢ First peal of Grandsire Doubles, t First peal 'in hand.” First

peal on six handbells by all the band. An 80th birthday compliment
to Mrs. R. White, grandmother of the tenor ringer.
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Book Review

‘ Introduction to th© Theory of Finite
Groups,” by W. Ledermann. University Mathe-
matical Texts (Oliver and Bovd), 1st Edition,
1949, 8s. 6d.

This is a welcome addition to the very few
books which are of importance to the composer.
The Theory of Groups is expounded in a
straightforward way, which, however, will only
appeal to the mathematician. Most of the
fundamental ideas of part composition will be
found buried in its pages. The later chapters
are indigestible on a first reading, but may
possibly yield fresh angles on composition.

There seems to be nothing in the book which
is irrelevant. It serves to stress the chaos
which exists in the naming of technical terms
between mathematicians and ringers. The
terms ‘ transposition ' and ‘ permutation ' are
used in senses entirely different from 'those
generally accepted by ringers; this, of course,
does not. alter the basic ideas behind the names,
but it is confusing. The three basic ideas in
change ringing are:—

(a) Arrangements of the figures
particular order.

(b) The way in which one particular order
gives way to another may be thought of in
two ways : (bl) Paying attention to the way in
which the figures replace one another irre-
spective of wmch positions they happen to be
in for the particular case. (b2) Baying atten-
tion to the way in which the figures change
positions irrespective of which figures they are.

(a) is invariably called ‘' row ' (change ring-
ing), ‘ permutation’ (some text books), (bl)
is called ‘permutation * in the above book,
but apparently has no name for the ringer.
(b2) to the ringer is transposition.” In the
above book, *transposition ' is used for (bl),
in which only one pair of figures change places.
Above all, we have the bogey-man change,
which has apparently no precise meaning at
all. The more | read old correspondence on
this matter the more confused | get.

The preface truly-says, ‘ Elementary exposi-
tions of the subject are not readily available
in English,* then tongue-in-cheek later states
‘of such an elementary character that it can
be readily understood tly an honours student
in his second or third year.” Notwithstanding,
the book brings Group Theory within the reach
of all interested. The time seems ripe for us
to revise our naming of the three fundamental
ideas. B. D. P.

(bells) in

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD
LOUGHBOROUGH DISTRICT.

Whitwick was the venue for the last meeting
of 191-9. About 30 ringers and friends gathered
for what was one of the most successful meet-
ings of tlyj year.

Quite a number of methods were successfully
brought round, including Cambridge, St.
Clement’'s and College Major. Also by an
entirely Loughborough District band a course
of Yorkshire Major was rung. This is be-
lieved to be the first time it lias been rung
at a Loughborough District meeting by a local
band. The local band raiig a touch of Spliced
Minor in eleven methods.

A short service was conducted by the Rev.
F. G. Hogarth, who in the course of his
address spoke of the spirit of service and co-
operation.

Tea, provided by the local ringers and mem-
bers of the Mothers’ Union, was held in the
school. The contribution, amounting to £2,
was given to the Church Restoration Fund.

At the business meeting it was decided that
the next meeting should be the annual, this
to be held at Loughborough 0Oll January 28th
as a joint meeting with the Ladies’ Guild,
Midland District.

After the meeting ringing continued until
8 p.m., ending what had been a vear of real

progress in the Loughborough District not
only in the methods rung, but also in the
quality of the striking J.A.U.

fHE RINGING WORLD

Salisbury Diocesan Guild

NORTH DORSET BRANCH.

The annual meeting of the North Dorset
Branch was held at Sherborne on December
10th. Towers represented were Cann, Childe
Okeford, Ferndown, Gillingham, Hazelbury
Bryarf, Manston, Kington Magna, Sherborne,
Shaftesbury, Shroton, Sturminster Newton,
Stoke Trister, Stourpaine and Yetminster.
There were also visitors from Buckland Newton,
Ditcheat. Horsington, North and South Cad-
bury, Piddlehinton and Yeovil.

Ringing was followed by the Guild service.
The secreiary officiated, the Rev. R. M. Taylor
read the lesson, and the address was given by
the Vicar of Sherborne, the Rev. S. B. Wing-
field Digby.

At the business meeting the secretary read
lho financial slalement for 1949, which showed
an income of £22 12s. 9d., expenditure to date
of £6 14s. 4d., leaving a credit balance of
£22 18s. 5d.

The R”vs. R. M. Taylor, F. LI. Edwards and
Wm. Uphill were re-elected as chairman, vice-
chairman and secretary and treasurer, respec-
tively. The Rev. 13 S. Wingfield Digby and
Mr. J. Ralph were elected to the Branch Com-
mittee. Messrs. P. Thomas, Durweston, and
T. E. Lamey, llazelbury Bryan, were elected
ringing members, and Mr. R. G. Field, Ever-
crcech, as life member.

The name of the late W. E. Green, of Hazel-
bury Bryan, is to be placed on the National
Ringers’ War Memorial Roll of Honour.
Thanks were expressed to the Vicar of Sher-
borne and to the Abbey organist.

GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS
EXETER BRANCH.

The meeting at St. David's, Exeter, was
altended ,by a large number of branch mem-
bers and visitors from other branches. The
service in the Parish Church was taken by the
Rev. C. M. Major, who welcomed the gathering.

About 40 took tea in the St. David’'s Insti-
tute. At the business meeting, which followed,
Mr. A. W. Searle presided in the absence of
the chairman, Mr. T. Bartlett, indisposed”

Regret was expressed at the absence of the
Rev. Preb. E. V. Cox (president) in hospital
and Mr. T. Bartlett through illness. A silence
was observed in memory of the Rev. Canon

Coleridge, the oldest member of the Devon
Guild.

The officials of 1949 were re-elected : Mr. T.
Bartlett (chairman), Mr. E. J. Ryall (hon.
secretary and treasurer), Mr. E. W. Biffin

(Ringing Master), Messrs. H. Corry, H. Pook
and E. W. Biffin (Guild Committee). During
the afternoon ringing was at St. David’'s and
in the evening an enjoyable time was spent
at the Cathedral belfry, by kind permission of
the Dean.

A PEAL AT LISKEARD

A peal has been rung at Liskeard, Cornwall,
the first for 46 years, that being one by the
late Rev. F. E. Robinson and his touring band
in 1903. Talk of the attempt began in the
summer, and it was hoped that Mr. W. G.
Hiscott, at one time a most active Plymouth
ringer, now living at Liskeard, would stand in,
but when the time came he felt he could not.

When the fixed date—October 22nd—came,
four each from Devon and Cornwall met.
Local interest was encouraging, and six ropes
had been spliced, but after 1A hours down
came the third rope. The most disappointed
man was the Vicar, the Rev. J. H. Parsons,
who demanded that a further attempt be
made, and the same band met four weeks later
to ring the kind of peal that does method
ringing good in this *stoney ' area.

The Vicar and Mrs. Parsons climbed the
tower immediately rounds came to offer con-
gratulations. Liskeard tower is very fine,
having been rebuilt in 1901, but the bells are
a mixed lot and have for lonf had a ‘reputa-
tion.” The tenor is by an unknown founder.
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CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD

WIRRAL BRANCH ‘AT PLAY.

The third annual social, held this year at
St. Bridget's Parish Hall, West Kirby, on No\.
2511), was attended by over 230 ringers and
friends and proved most entertaining.

The young West Kirby ringers, under the
guidance of Mr. W. R. Stanley, are to be con-
gratulated upon the decorative transformation
they had wrought and the hall had a real
festive atmosphere.

Almost from the word ‘go ' everyone was
determined to enjoy themselves, and the in-
terval with its consequent lavish refreshments
soon arrived. The Rector's warden (Mr. T.
Morgan) apologised for the Rector’'s unavoid-
able absence owing to a slight indisposition.

Balloons and streamers added to later
jollities and, as usual, midnight arrived before
the programme of dances, games and novelty
items had been exhausted. A fleet of buses
conveyed the party home.

From concluding speeches, applause and sub-
sequent remarks all present voted the function
a huge success. The Social Committee, Mes-
dames G. Webster and M. Webster and Messrs.
W. R. Stanley, J. A. Webster, W. O. Wharton
and A. J. Martin, are to be complimented on
its excellent organisation.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD

The quarterly meeting was held at Hales-
owen on December 3rd. The Rev. H. Davies,
curate-in-charge of Hasbury, conducted the
Guild service and presided at the meeting fol-
lowing, which was attended by 60 members and
friends.

The election of two members was ratified.
The arrangements for the annual meeting on
March 18th, made by the secretary, were
confirmed.

Further ringing until nine o’clock brought
another successful meeting to a close.

LATE NOTICES

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Market
Harborough District.—Annual district meeting,
Jan. 7th, Market Harborough. Bells 3. Ser-
vice 4.30. Tea 5, Schoolroom. P.C. for tea
by Jan. 3rd to F. Wallington, St. Mary Road,
Market Harborough. 6326

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—North Bucks
Branch.—A monthly meeting at Fenny Strat-
ford, Saturday, Jan. 7th, at 5 p.m.—R. H.
Howson. 6321

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.—Devizes
Branch.—Annual meeting, St. John’s, Devizes,

Saturday, Jan. 7th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service
430. Tea 5. Bells also available, St. Mary's
and St. James*. Names for tea.—F. Slatford,
North Bradley, Trowbridge. 6319

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Wigan
Branch. — Meeting, Saturday, Jan. 7th, All

Saints’, Wigan. Bells (10) 2.30. No arrange-
ments for tea. Cafes nearby.—J. Burns. 6325
GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS. —
North-East Branch. — Annual meeting, Tiver-
ton, Jan. 7th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea
4.45. Names for tea by Jan. 4tli to E. J.
Tavlor, National Provincial Bank, Tiverton.
6324
LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Hinckley
District.—Annual dinner and social, Jan. 14tli,
Working Men’s Club, Stoney Stanton. Bells
4 o'clock. Dinner 6.30. Tickets 6s. Late buses
to all parts of district, fare Is. Buses from
Stanton leave Lawns, Hinckley, 15 and 45
minutes past hour; Boulevard, Leicester, 15
minutes past hour. Names for dinner and late
bus with remittance toaMr. C. Turner, Barian,
Cowper Road, Hinckley, by Tuesday, Jan. 10th.
—F. Measures, Dis. Sec. 6372
PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —
Daventry Branch.—Annual meeting, Weedon,
Jan. 14th. Tea for those who send names to
Mr. V. Perry, The Yews, Weedon, Northamp-
ton, by Thursday, Jan. 5th. 6323
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NOTICES
The oharge for one insartion of a notice of
a meeting is one penny per word, minimum
2s. For additional insertions with no change

one-half above charge for each insertion.

Other notices one penny per word, mini-
mum 2S. 6d.

All notices must be prepaid.

Notices must be received not later than
Monday.

MISCELLANEOUS
BACK NUMBERS. — A limited number of
back numbers for most issues of 1946 and 1947
are available, post free 4d. per copy.—Apply
Editor, ' The Ringing World,” c/o Woodbriage
Press. Ltd., Guildford.

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an advantage if
those requiring extra copies should send their
orders at the time copy of peals or quarter-
peals are submitted.

PEAL CARDS can now be ordered at 5s. a
set of 12, post free (minimum charge). Order
and remittance must be sent with peal report.

PUBLICATIONS

‘CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF
NORWICH, by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. post
free from the author, St. Clement's Rectory,
3, Colegate, Norwich. An account of the be-Is
of one of England’'s most historic cities, well
illustrated with plans, cross sections and pic-
tures. Second edition, much improved; no
increase in price.

*SCOTTISH RINGS OF BELLS, by Ranald
Clouston, 2s. post free from the author at
The Chalet, Yaxley, near Eye, Suffolk. This
book gives full particulars, including weights
of all known rings in Scotland. 6199

No better pen picture of early ringing
societies has been published than J. Armiger
Trollope’'s ' COLLEGE YOUTHS, illustrated,
5s. 6d. post free.—‘'The Ringing World,' c/o
Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guildford.

MEETINGS

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—Chelmsford, no
practice December 31st. 6306

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Hunts
District. — Somersham, Saturday, Dec. 31st.
Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5 — S.
Gilbert, Dis. Sec. 6255

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Prac-
tice, Monday, Jan. 2nd, 7.15, St. Mary’s, Lam-

beth Bridge. Meeting, Jan. 7th, St. Mary'’s,
Putney Bridge, 2.45. Service 4.15. Tea 5.
Business, All Saints’, Fulham, 5.45. Ringing

7 p.m. Annual general, Feb. 4th, Southwark
Cathedral and other towers. Everyone wel-
come to all meetings.—Rogers, 14, The Grove,
Isleworth. HOU 3921. 6230

WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH GUILD.
—W .inchester District.—Annual meeting, Satur-
day, Jan. 7th. Cathedral (12) bells 1.30 to
2.30, 6 to y.30; St. Maurice's (6) 1.30 to 2.30,
6 to 8. Meeting 2.30 at the Tea Rooms above
Smith’'s Book Shop, High Street, Winchester.
Tea (4.30) only for those who notify by Tues-
day, Jan. 3rd. Service, Cathedral, 5.15.—L. A.
Tremeer, 34, The Dean, Alresford. 6249

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Ton-
bridge District.—Meeting at Marden (8), Jan.
7th, at 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Names for
tea by Jan. 3rd to R. A. Whitehead, 19, Deakin
Leas, Tonbridge. * 6235

STAFFORD ARCHDEACONRY SOCIETY.
— Meeting at Sedgley, Saturday, Jan. 7th.
Bells 3. Service 4.45. Tea 5.30. Names for
tea by Jan. 3rd to Rev. C. H. Barker, Swin-
don Vicarage, near Dudley. 6282

BATH AND WELLS *ASSOCIATION. —
Uchester Deanery.—Annual meeting, Martock.
Jan. 7th. Please notify early for tea. — F.
Farrant, Martock. “ ! 6283

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—Northern Distrie’.

—Annual meeting, Bocking, Jan. 7th. Bolll
2.30. Service 4. Names for tea to Mrs. Moore.
244, Broad Road, Bocking, Braintree. 6285

THE RINGING WORLD

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—S.W. Division.—
Annual meeting, Hornchurch (8), Jan. 7th.
Bells available 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m., to be
followed by tea and meeting. Elections, etc.
Further ringing till 8 p.m. Numbers for tea
by Jan. 4th to F. V. Gant, 3, Central Drive,
Hornchurch. 6280

SOUTHWELL GUILD.—Nottingham Dis-
trict.—Annual meeting at St. Mary's, Notting-
ham, on Saturday, Jan. T7th. Bells 2.30.
Service 4.30. Tea 5. Names to W. Nicholls, 179,
Eltham Road, West Bridgeford, by Wednes-
day, Jan. 4th, latest.—W. Thornley. 6305

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Quarterly
meeting, Chesterfield, Jan. 7th. Committee
3.30. Names for tea 5 to Sam Scattergood,
797, Sheffield Road, Sheepbridge, Chesterfield,
by Jan. 4th. General meeting 6—William
Lancaster, Gen. Sec. 6256

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION.—Bristol City Branch.—Saturday, Jan.

7th, St. Luke’s, Brislington. Bells 3. Service
430. Tea 5. Notify for tea.—A. Bennett,
Hon. Sec. 6297

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—

Kettering Branch.—Annual meeting, Ketter-
ing, Jan. 7th. Bells (10) 3. Names for tea
before Tuesday.—G. Watson, 81, Church
Street, Burton Latimer. 6300

ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIO-
CESE OF BIRMINGHAM.—Annual meeting
at the Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, on
Saturday, Jan. 7th, at 6 p.m. prompt. St.
Martin’s bells available at 5—G. E. Fearn,
Hon. Sec. 6301

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—
Oxhey (8), Jan. 7th. Practice meeting 3.
Tea 5.30.—S. Hoare, 56, Acme Road, Watford.

6302

HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Kington
District.—Annual meeting at Eardisland,
Saturday, Jan. 7th. Bells (6) available 2.30.
Service 4. Tea 4.30. Meeting after. Names
for tea to me by Wednesday, Jan. 4th.—

J. Preece, Lea Lodge, Staunton-on-Arrow,
Leominster. 6312

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION.—Northern Divi-
sion.—Practice meeting, Horsham (8), Jan.

7tli, 3. Names for tea by Jan. 4tli to G. T.
Jennings, 5, Malthouse Road, Crawley. 6316

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Bedford
District.—The annual meeting will be held at
St. Peter’s, Bedford (8) on Jan. 7th, 2.30.
Tea at 5 o'clock in St. Peter's Hall.—P. L.
Gilbert, Hon. Dis. Sec. 6317

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Eastern
Branch.—The next meeting will be held at
Kirtpn-on-Holland on Saturday, Jan. 7th.
Bells (8) 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea 5, in Parish
Hall. Names for tea to me bv Monday, Jan.
2nd.—W. E. Clarke, 99, Norfolk Street, Bos-
ton. 6318

DEVON GUILD.—East Devon Branch.—
Upottery, Jan. 14th. Service 4.15 p.m. Tea
after. Names for tea to the Rev. F. J.
Prowse, Upottery, Honiton, not later than
Jan. 7th. 6248

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—
Western District.—Annual district meeting at
Apsley (6) on Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells 3.
Handbells also available in Woodbarner’s
Cafe, near church, from 3 p.m. Names for
tea to Mr. A. V. Good, 44, Belmont Road,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts, by Jan. Illth.—
Pamela A. Martin, Dis. Sec. 6308

HERTS COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Eastern
District.—Annual meeting, Bishop’s Stortford,
Jan. 14th. Bells 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5.
Will all members please make an effort to at-

tend. Names for tea by llth.—A. S. Carter,
93, North Road, Hertford. 6281

PETERBOROUGH GUILD. — Welling-
borough Branch.—Annual meeting at Wel-
lingborough, Saturday, Jan. 14th. Names
sure by Tuesday previous.—A. Bigley, 30,
Allen Road, Irthlingborough. 6304

635

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—N.W. District.—
The annual general meeting will be held at
Harlow Town on Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells
(8) 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15, followed by
business meeting. Names for tea, please.—
G. Blake, 96, Burford Street, Hoddesdon,
Herts. 6286

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South-Eastern
Division.—Annual general meeting will be
held at Great Waltham on Saturday, Jan.
14th. Bells (8) available 2.30. Service 4.30.
Number for tea to A. H. Everest, Rose Cot-
tage, Boreham. 6307

NORWICH ASSOCIATION.—North Nor-
folk Branch.—Annual meeting, Horsham St.
Faith's, Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells (6) from
2.30. Service 4*30. Tea 5, in Church Hall.
Business meeting follows. Names for tea by
Tuesday, Jan. 10th, please.—H. Tooke, The
Lizard, Wymondham, Norfolk. 6309

MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.—The an-
nual meeting will be held at Repton on Satur-
day, Jan. 14th. Bells (8) 2.30. Service 4.30.
Tea 5. Names to S. H. Jones, 6, Brook End,
Repton, near Derby, by Jan. 12th.—J. Cotton.

6310

LINCOLN GUILD.—Lincoln District.—An-
nual meeting, Metheringham (8), Jan. 14th.
Bells available 2. Service 4.15. Tea for those
who notify me by the Tuesday previous.—

John Freeman, Hon. Sec., 95, Sincil Bank,
Lincoln. 6311

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD—Leices-
ter District.—Annual meeting, Leicester,

Saturday, Jan. 14th. Tea and meeting 5,
St. Martin’'s Day School, Friar Lane. Ring-
ing details later. Names for tea by Jan.
10th to W~ Root, 70, New Parks Boulevard,
Leicester. 6314

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — North-Eastern
Division.—Annual meeting at St. Peter's, Col-
chester, on Saturday, Jan. 14th. Bells (8)
from 2 to 5 and 7 to 8. Service 5, followed
by tea and business meeting, St. Peter’s

Hall. Names for tea by the 10th, please.—
H. J. Millatt, Hon. Sec., 106, Hythe Hill,
Colchester. 6315
SOUTHWELL GUILD. — Annual dinner at
Newark Town Hall, Jan. 28th, 6.30. Parish
Church bells (10) available. Accommodation

limited. Tickets 10s. 6d. each from J. W.
Raithby, 145, Farndon Road, Newark. 6220

DEVON GUILD.—South-West Branch.—An-
nual meeting, Revelstoke, Jan. 28th. Usual
arrangements. Names by Jan. 21st to T. G.
Myers, 79, Regent Street, Plymouth. 6278

MR. W. ROGERS’' 100 PEALS

Congratulations to Mr. W. Rogers, ot
Rotherfield, Sussex, on completing his first
100 peals. His list is appended:—

Triples: Grandsire 11 (conducted 4), Sted-
man 2.
Major: Plain Bob 9 (1), Oxford Treble Bob

1, Double Norwich 10, Cambridge 8 (2), York-
shire 8 (1), Superlative 13 (3), Rutland 4 (1),
Painswick 2, Ashtead 1, Rotherfield 1, Witliy-

liam 1, Pudsey 1, Lincolnshire 1 (1), Bristol
7, London 4.

Caters: Stedman 4, Grandsire 3, Double
Norwich 1.

Royal: Cambridge 1, Yorkshire 1, Kent 1,
Plain Bob 3.
Cinques: Stedman 2.

AN 81st BIRTHDAY

The peal of Bristol, rung at St. Thomas’,
South Wigston, on December 7th, was a birth-
day compliment to Mr. John E. Clarke, who
attained the age of 81 on December 5th. We
are delighted to say that Mr. Clarke is still
an ‘ever present’ Sunday service ringer at
the above church and trust his ‘ happy returns’
will be many to enable him to continue to
follow_tlie art that has meant, and still does
mean, so very much to him.
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Don’t start the
NEW YERR
without

The Ringer’s
Notebook

and Diary, 1950

ORDER A COPY
STRAIGHT AWAY!

5/_ EACH net

Including Purchase Tax and Postage
(6 or more to same address 4/9each)

Send cash with order as quickly
as possible to—

WILLIAM H. VIGGERS

37, HIGHFIELD GARDENS,
ALDERSHOT

ESTABLISHED 1760

THE RINGING WORLD

TeGara Goual
R.Hicaias

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & s. d
MINOR METHODS 33

CHANGE RINGING ON HAND-
BELLS 20

VARIATION AND TRANSPO
SITION ... 10

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise Major
Double Norwich & Cambrldge

Court
Bristol Surprise Major
Stedman and Grandsire .

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS
& BEGINNERS

COLLECTION OF PEALS—
Section 11., Plain Bob and Double
Oxford Bob...

Section 111, Double Norvwch C. B

REPORT OF CONFERENCE
WITH S.P.AB.

DOUBLE NORWICH COURT
BOB CATERS by Edgar C.
Shepherd ... 1 0

FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR
METHODS

PRESERVATION and REPAIR
OF BELLS, etc. 1 0

Post Free from The Hon. Librarian,
MR. W. H. J. HOOTON,
Osmington School, Tring, Herts.

«JOHN NICOLL

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope Manufacturer

64, Lewisham Park, London, S.E.13

LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, Canterbury,

Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham,

Peterborough, Melbourne (Australia),

Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick's, Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals,

Mufflers, Ringing Mats,

William Potts & Sons
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks

And 9, Adelphi

Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

December 30th, 1949.

*TheWorld's Best Bellropes'’

Noted for Easy Handling
and Non-Strptrhinp

Est, 180 Phtrnt 3*00

JOHN
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) LTD.
LOUGHBOROUGH

CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPES
SPLICING AND REPAIRS
BELL MUFFLERS

Priaei List Application

The RINGERS' HANDBOOK
Reprinted 1949
For ALL LEARNERS

GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, PLAIN
BOB and KENT

4 to 8 bells 3/6 4 to 6 bells 1/9
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mr*. E. 8.

Powell East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-
nnder-Ham, Somerset

The JASPER SNOWDON

‘ ROPESIGHT, 10th edition; 150 pages;
31-

‘ GRANDSIRE, by J. A. Trollope; 130
pagee; 3/4.

‘* STEDMAN, J. A. Trollope; 150
pages; ’\b Eb

‘STANDARD MSTTHODS, 11th edi
tion now ready. Letterpress 2 /6.
Diagrams 2 /

‘TREBLE BOB." Out of print, being
rewritten.

‘SURPRISE METHODS, by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10.

All post free on receipt of postal order
from

Miss M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage
Cavendish Street, CARTMEL
Grange-oyer-Sands, Lancs

Ltd. _ _ “oo
| Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, and
96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1
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