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MEARS AND 
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34, W HITECHAPEL ROAD 
LONDON, E.l
Tel. BISHOPSGATE 2599

JOHN TAYLOR
' & Co. 

LOUGHBOROUGH

These famous bell-founding firm s have kindly consented to this 
adaptation o f  their advertisements to meet the pressure on our  
space, due to the com pulsory reduction in the number o f  our 

pages this week.

‘ NEED FOR DISCUSSION.’
L ast w eek w e  published a letter from  a correspondent 

w ho called attention to  the variety o f  opin ions and cus­
tom s in different belfries, and su ggested  the desirability 
o f  a full discussion  so  that uniform ity on  the best lines 
m ay bring  im provem ent. O ur friend is a  m em ber o f  H is 
M ajesty ’ s F orces, and no doubt, like m any another soldier 
and airm an, has had very varied experiences am on g  the 
belfries o f  the country.

W h eth er or not w e consider uniform ity o f  custom  and 
opinion  a g o o d  thing, w e have not the slightest doubt 
that full and free discussion, o f  debatable points is ess&i- 
tial to  the life o f  the E xercise. I f  ringers w ere to  g et 
into *the habit o f  accepting  opinions and fo llow in g  cus­
tom s just because other people have done so , the result 
w ould be  stagnation . L ife  and progress in such a th ing 
as the art o f  change ring in g  depend to  a  large extent on  
testing and challenging  the ideas and usages w hich  have 
com e dow n from  the past. It by  no m eans fo llow s that 
those ideas and usages need to  be altered. In fact, in the 
m ajority o f  cases they w ill stand the test and be all the 
m ore valuable because ringers understand w hat they 
mean.

It m ight seem that, after tw o  or three centuries o f  ex­
perience, the E xercise has tested every vital principle 
connected with the art and practice o f  ch an ge ringing, 
and that there is noth ing m ore to  be Said about them. 
E ven if it w ere so, discussion  about the reasons for  this 
or that th ing  w ould do g o o d , but it actually is not so. 
T here is still abundant scope fo r  variety o f  opin ion  on 
m ost th ings connected  w ith our art, and w e should be 
thankful it is so.

F or  that reason the colum ns o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld  ’ 
are alw ays open  to  anyone w h o w ishes to  express any 
opinion  about anything in any w ay connected  w ith bells 
or bellringing. It does not greatly  m atter w hether such 
opinions turn out to  be really Sound or not. I f  they 
create opposition , and so  stim ulate thought, they w ill d o  
g o o d . •

A nything like a dead uniform ity o f  u sage and custom  
is not desirable. W h ere  local custom s have com e dow n 
from  the past they should, unless they are in them selves 
objectionable, be retained, even though  ringers in other 
belfries act differently. L ike, fo r  instance, the custom  
at N orw ich  and the Eastern Counties o f  con clu d in g  a 
muffled peal by  setting the bells one by  one beginning  
w ith  the treble until the tenor alone is left. It is a cu s­
tom  w hich  is fo llow ed  now here else, and there is no great 
reason w hy  it should be, though  it is quite effective in its 
w ay.

(Continued on page 514.)



T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . November 26th, 1943.

W h ere  in recent tim es usages have been adopted but 
have not yet hardened in to custom , it m ight be g o o d  to 
consider if  they are really w orth  w hile. In som e places 
the bells are rung half muffled on Arm istice D ay . Is that 
w ell?  M uffled bells are for  regret and for  sorrow , but 
w hy should regret and sorrow  be expressed on Arm istice 
D a y ?  Surely it is an occasion  fo r  restrained triumph 
and joyfulneSs, and especially for  thankfulness.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
HINCKLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, November 13, 194 J, in Three Hours and I hirtcen Minutes, 

A t the  P arish  C h d r c h .
A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  50(0 C H A N G E 8 |

W ashbrook ’s V ariation . 
W alter  P. W h itehead  ...Treblt
E dgar H. V alla n c s ............ 2
John G ibbons ....................  3
James D ravcott..................... 4

Tenor 22 cwt.
L bonard  T rrvor ............  5
W illiam  A. W ood ... 6

•Frank T rotman ............  7
B ert R idgbw ay ........Tmot

Conducted by W alter P. W hitbhbad.
* First peal. The ringers of 3rd, 4-th and 7th were elected members 

of the association before starting.
OXFORD.

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
(O xford  So c ie t y .)

On Thursday, November 18, 1943, in Two H ow s and Fifty-Seven Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d rch  of S t . M a r tin  and  A l l  S a in ts ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S )  
H byw ood ' s T ransposition . T en or 8 cwt.

W alter  F. Judge ............ Treble TW illia m  L . B. L bbse  . . .  5
V ictor J. F. B en n ett . . .  2 B ernard  S. N ichols . . .  6

•Betty Spicb 
•M argaret L. T dtt  ...

J John E . S pick 
W illiam  C . P o r t e r ...

. .. 7 

...Tenot
Conducted by W alter F. Judge.

* First peal in the method, t  First peal in the method on tower 
bells. * J First peal of Stedman Triples.

TUNSTALL, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, November 20, 1943, in Two Hours and hifty-Five Minute*, 
A» THE CHDBCH OF St. John-the-B apth t,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  8040 C H A N G E S ;
H o lt ’s O rig in a l .

G eorgb  H . S pice ............ Treble
John W . U n w i n .................... 2
G eorgs Kenward ............  3
G eorge  E astman  ............  4

Tenor g j cwt.
S tanlby  B. D obbie ............  5
W alter  H . D obbie ............  6
L o c is  H e a d .............................. 7
F rank B o o r m a n .....................Tenor

Conducted by L o u is  Hr ad .
Rung to celebrate the diamond wedding of Mr. and Mrs. W. Spice, 

of Tnnatfl.il.
AUGHTON, LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, November 20, 1943, in I hree Hours and Five Minutes, 

At C hrist C h drch ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R , 8184 C H A N G E S ;
James M arsh ..................... Treble
Jambs T aylor  ....................  2

•Thomas S. H orridge ... 3 
•John L dnham  .....................  4

C om po sed  by A. K n ig h t s .
• First peal of Kent Major.,

daughter to Mr. and Mrs. T. S. Horridge.

N orman H e a p s ..................... 5
A rthur M a d d s l e y ............  6

•W illiam  S topforth  7
Joseph R id y a rd .....................Tem t

C on ducted  b y  J .  R id y a r d . 
R u n e  to celebrate the birth of a

HENLOW, BEDS.—On Thursday, November 11th, a quarter-peal 
of Bob Minor : K. Wilton 1, H. Lawrence 2, A. Dilley 3, J. Church 4, 
L. Bvwaters (conductor) 5, P. Tompkins 6. Rung half-muffled for 
Armistice Day and as a token of respwt for Major George Lenox Boyd, 
who was interred that day.

EWELL, SURREY.—On Sunday, October 31st, a quarter-peal of 
Grandsire Triples: Miss E. Harrington 1, W. Sparrow 2, G. Goodman 
3, H.'E. Good 4, W. H. Corbett 5, A. Harman (conductor) 6 , H. W. 
Barrett 7, A. Hadley 8.

HANDBELL PEALS.
BROMLEY, KENT.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, November 1, 1‘>43, in One tiour anaFifty-Two Minutes, 

At 6 , Glebe Road,
A PEAL.OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Forty-two six-scores, 26 of Grandsire (10 callings), 16 of Bob Double* 
(four callings). .

•Miss Hilda Oakshbti1 ... 1-2  | Sig. George R. H. Smith 3-4
•Percy J. S p ice ............ — 5-6

Conducted by Sig. G. R. H. Smith.
Umpire— Frederick E. Pitman.

* First peal on handbells at first attempt. Rung to celebrate the 
homecoming of Pte. C. G. Spice, Royal Sussex Regt. (son of Mr. P. J. 
Spice), recently repatriated from Germany.

OXFORD.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

Oh Wednesday, November 17, 1*43, in Two Hours and Seven Minutes,
At N bw College,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANCES; 
Tenor size 15 in O.

•Joan H ouldsw orth..........  1-2  I tJoHN E. Spice .................... . 3-6
Percy J. Johnson ............ 3-4 | > William L. B. Lbz-e ... 7-8
Composed by J. Carter. < onducted by PkrC' J. Iohkson.
* First peal in the method, t  50th handbell peal together.

OXFORD.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.

On Friday, November 19. 1943. in One Hour ana Forty Minutes,
At N ew College,

A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being two extents each of Reserve and Double Bob, and three of Plain 
Bob. Tenor size 15 in C.

Betty Spice (Som erville).................................................................. 1-2
•Margarbt L. Tdit (Lady Margaret Hall) ............................ 3-fi
John E. Spice (New college) ... .........................................5-6

onducted by John E. Spice.
* First handbell peal of Minor- first peal on an inside pair, and 

first in more than one method. The conductor’s 100th handbell peal.
ENFIELD. MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
UKXESAN GUILD.

Oh Saturday, November 20, 1943. in Two Hours and 7hiity-Ont Minutes, 
At 24, Suffolk Road,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES; 
H olt's Original.

•Erick A. Dench ............ 1-2  I John Thomas ... ............ 5-6
Mrs. J. Thomas....................  3-4 | ’ Victor R. Woodards ... 7.8

Conducted by John Thomas.
* First peal, aged 16 and 14.

OXFORD.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.

Oh Sunday, November 2 1 , 7943, in Two Hours and Thitty Minutes,
At N ew College,

A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB ROYAL, 5000 CHANGES;
Tenor size 15 in C.

•Margaret L. T d tt (Lady Margaret Hall) ... ................ 1-2
'tBsTTY Spic-(Somerville)..................................................................3-4

John E. Spice (New College) ......................................................j -6
TMargarbt D. Tblford (Somerville) .„  ._  ................ 7.8
Joan Houldsworth (St. Hilda’s)..................................................... 9-10
Composed by F. D extkr. Conducted by John E. Spice.
* First attempt for Treble Ten. + First peal of Treble Bob on an 

inside pair. First peal of Treble Tejj as conductor, and the first for 
the society.

ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 

DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, November 21, 1943, in Two Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes, 

At 24 . Sdffolk Road,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES; 

H olt’s Ten-part.
*Albert J. Wallman ... 1-2  I John Thomas ....................  5-6
Mrs. J. Thomas.................... 3-4 | "Dennis H. L. Langdon ... 7-8

Conductedby John T homas.
* First peal, both 15 years of age.
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MR. JUSTICE WITHENS.
(Continued from page 505.)

T he excitem ent over the Popish  P lot died dow n, and 
as soon  as the tide turned King' Charles and his adherents 
set them selves to  have their revenge on their opponents. 
T here fo llow ed  a num ber o f  trials for  treason w hich are 
a b lot on the history o f  the English  judicature. T here 
w as no intention and, little pretence at im partiality. 
Judges and juries were met. not to acquit, but to  c ondem n. 
But the form s o f  justice had to  be observed, and to  d o  
that both  the bench and the jury had to  be packed. T here 
w as little trouble in gettin g  Judges w h o w ould  do -what 
the G overnm ent told  them , fo r  they w ere appointed by 
the K in g  and could  be dism issed at a  m inute’ s notice. In 
the country, w here the C row n  appointed the sheriffs and 
the sheriffs nom inated the juries, there w as not much 
trouble in gettin g  any verdict that w as w anted. But in 
L ondon  the sheriffs were elected, and the C ity had been 
a stronghold  o f  the W h ig s . Partly as a punishment and 
partly to Secure the nom ination o f  the sheriffs the G overn ­
m ent served the C ity w ith  a w rit, q u o  w a rra n to , calling 
on its officers to  show  cause w hy th e  charter should not 
be annulled on  account o f  alleged illegalities. It w as a 
legal question to  be settled by  the Judges. O ne o f  them, 
D olben , w as ‘ not w ell affected, ’ so  he w as dism issed, and 
the man selected to  take his place w as Francis W ithen s. 
H e, at any rate, could  be depended upon to  d o  w hat he 
w as told.

W ith en s w as one o f  the Judges in alm ost all the politi­
cal trials o f  the next few  years, including the fam ous trials 
o f  L ord  W illiam  Russell and A lgernon  Sidney, but he 
does not appear to  have taken any very  active part in 
them . In the year 1683, Sir G eorge  Jeffreys w as made 
L ord C h ief Justice, and w hen he presided at a trial for 
treason there w as little left for  the prosecuting  counsel, or 
fo r  the other Judges to do. W ithen s is said not to  have 
show n the harshness and violence o f  language w hich 
m arked the usual dem eanour o f  Judges, but he had not 
enough  cou rag e  to  differ from  his colleagues, and es­
pecially the bu llying and overbearing  L ord  C h ief Justice.

B ishop Burnet, in his H istory , says that when A lger­
non Sidney w as brou gh t into C ourt to  receive sentence, 
he w ent over the ob jection s to  the evidence against him, 
when Judge W ith en s, interrupting him , by  a Strange in­
decency g a v e  him  the lie in open Court. But Burnet did 
not like W ith en s.

A s one o f  the jun ior ju dges, W ith en s pronounced the 
sentence in m ost o f  these celebrated trials, a fa ct which 
brou gh t him a g o o d  deal o f  popular odium . It w as he 
w h o pronounced the savage sentence on T itus Oates 
w hen that w retch  had been brou gh t to  b ook  for  his m ani­
fo ld  w ickednesses. It w as the intention o f  the ju dges 
that he should be whipped to  death ; but, though  he 
suffered horribly, he lived to  see som ething like revenge 
in the end.

Like the redoubtable Lord  C hief Justice, w hose 
career w as in som e w ays parallel to  his ow n  and in many

others d ivergent, W ithen s w as n o  debtor to  the bottle. 
John Evelyn, the diarist, records how  he w as at a w ed­
ding, w here were the L ord M ayor, the Sheriff, several 
Alderm en, and persons o f  quality. ‘ A b ove  all, Sir 
G eorge Jeffryes and M r. Justice W yth en s danced with 
the bride and w ere exceedingly  m erry. T h ese grea t men 
spent the rest o f  the afternoon till eleven at n ight drink­
ing  healths, taking tob acco , and talking m uch beneath 
the gravity  o f  ju d g e s . ’

Charles the Second died in the year 1685, and a  few  
m onths later an insurrection brok e  out in the W e s t  with 
the ob ject o f  dethroning James his successor and m ak­
ing  the D uke o f  M onm outh, C harles’ illegitim ate son, 
K in g  in his stead. T h e rebels w ere defeated on  S ed ge- 
m oor in the last battle ever fou gh t on E nglish  soil, and 
having n ow , as he thought, his enem ies at his m ercy, 
James and- his advisers determ ined on such a revenge 
as should strike terror into the hearts o f  people, and 
teach such a lesson that rebellion should not dare to  raise 
its head again, at least, not fo r  a lon g  tim e. M any o f  
the rebels w ere put to  death by m artial law  after the 
battle, but som ething m ore w as needed. T h e form s o f 
law had to be observed, and a special com m ission  w as 
sent dow n to  the W e s t  headed by  L ord Jeffreys.

F our ju dges w ere joined with him— C hief Baron M on­
tague, M r. Justice Levintz, M r. Justice W ith en s and Mr. 
Justice W rig h t. T h e  first tw o  are said to  have been men 
o f  reputation and respected by the public and the p rofes­
sion ; the other tw o w ere mere tim e servers and boon  
com panions o f  the L ord C h ief Justice. But w hatever 
they were m ade little difference, for  Jeffreys and the K in g  
had settled beforehand w hat they called their plan o f  
cam paign, and d id 'n o t  intend to  have any interference 
with their designs.

T h e A ssize w hich  fo llow ed is know n in History as the 
B loody  A ssize, a name w hich  sufficiently indicates its 
character. T h e guilt o f  the proceedings m ust be shared 
by Jeffreys and the K in g ; but W ith en s and the other 
ju dges w h o  sat on the bench and, so far as the reports 
g o , said nothing, cannot escape som e responsibility.

(To be continued.)

M U F F F .E D  n f N G I N G .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—From a listener’s point of view, I think there can be no 
doubt that the most effective way to ring muffled would be to muffle 
the back-stroke and ring whole pull changes. You would then get the 
change, and a sort of echo of it. I know that I am not the only one 
that thinks so, but I am told that whole pull changes are very difficult 
to ring, though I cannot understand why. X have certainly neve? 
heard of them being rung.

Of course, under the existing definition of a peal it would not be 
possible to ring a muffled peal this way. J. B. M. RIDOUT.

Westwood, 54, King’s Road, Swanage.

D F A T H  O F  I .T F U T .  W. V .  T R O K E .
News has been received that Lieut. Walter Edmund Troke, R.N.V.R., 

has been posted missing, presumed killed. Lieut. Troke, who was an 
architect by profession, before the war was one of the band of ringers 
at St. Giles’-in-the-Fields. He was the architect who supervised the 
work at Leytonstone when the extra bells were added as a memorial 
to William Pye, and was a member of the committee of the Society 
for the Preservation of Ancient Buildings.

TOWER CLOCKS j. b. JOYCE & CO. LTD,
W e ig h t  D r iv e n  o r  F l e c t r i c ,  b y  th e  
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
ESTABLISHED OVER 3 0 0  YEARS  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
We have experts visiting all parts o f  the British Itles, and shail be pleased 
to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tover Clock
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
Mr. F. W. Richardson informs us that among the books and papers 

left by the late W. J. Jeffries are copies of ringing papers presumably
* The Bell News ’ and ‘ The Ringing World.’ These will have to go 
for salvage, but Mr. Richardson has asked the family to hold them 
up for a time in case any ringer would like to secure them. If there 
is anyone, will he write to Mr. Richardson at 16, Harefield Road, 
Brockley, London, S.E.4? Mr. Richardson began his ringing career 
forty years ago last Friday.

Intending visitors to the Guildford Guild meeting at Seale to-morrow 
should note that the time of service is 4 o’clock, not 4.30 as advertised.

All the band who took part in the handbell peal of Minor at Oxford 
are reading chemistry, and the performance was arranged and rung 
as a birthday compliment to Dr. H. M. N. H. Irving, University 
lecturer and demonstrator in chemistry.

The first peal on the twelve be'Js at St. Peter Mancroft. Norwich, 
one of Grandsire Cinques, was rung on November 23rd, 1775.

The first peal of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus on handbells was rung 
at, Sheffield on November 24th, 1816.

On November 25th, 1737, the Eastern Scholars rang, single handed, 
15,120 Bob Major at West Ham.

The London Scholars rang 6,204 Grandsire Cinques at St. Michael’s, 
Cornhill, on November 27th, 1729.

Next Sunday is the 50th anniversary of the first local peal of Sted­
man Caters by the All Saints’ Society, Fulham. It was oonducted by 
J. W. Driver. Of the band, Messrs. W. T. Bison, W. S. Smith and
B. H. Adams are still alive and active.

The tower bell peals at Tunstall and All Saints’ , Oxford, and the 
handbell peals of Double Norwich and Kent Treble Bob Royal at 
Oxford were rung in honour of the diamond wedding of Mr. William 
Spice, of Tunstall. Last week it was referred to in error as his 
golden wedding.

Mr. Spice himself conducted 720 Bob Minor and 504 Stedman Triples 
at Tunstall.

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .
All communications for this journal should be 

addressed to—  
The Editor, 

“ The  Ringing W o rld ,”  
c/o The  W oodbridge Press, Ltd ., 

Onslow Street, 
Cuildford, Surrey.

M R . C Y R . I L  F . J O H N S T O N .
MASTER OF THE CLOCKMAKERS’ COMPANY.

At the election court of the Clockmakers’ Company, held on Sep­
tember 27th, Mr, Cyril F. Johnston was elected Master for the year 
1944.

During his year of office the famous firm of bell founders with which 
he is associated will celebrate its 100th birthday, for Gillett and 
Johnston were established in 1844.

Mr. Johnston served as apprentice both in the clock making and 
bell founding branches of the business, and at an early age went into 
partnership with his father, the late A. A. Johnston, who was a Livery­
man of the Clockmakers’ Company.

Mr. Johnston has made A very close study of bell tuning and carillon 
making, and ringers are familiar with the many fine ringing peals 
erected by his firm in all parts of the oountry. Some had the oppor­
tunity of inspecting the great carillons supplied to New York, Toronto 
and Wellington. The clocks in church towers and public buildings 
are as numerous as the rings of bells.

In 1925, the late King George V. and Queen Mary honoured the 
Croydon factory with a visit and many Royalties and prominent people 
have been received there during the last few years. Popular imagina­
tion was much taken by the carillon erected in Hyde Park before 
being shipped to Wellington, New Zealand.

Mr. Johnston was made a Liveryman of the Clockmakers’ Company 
in 1900. and elected to the Court of Assistants in 1931. He was chair­
man of the Horological Institute from 1921-1924, and lias travelled 
extensively in U.S.A. and abroad.

In the last war he served as a subaltern in the Grenadier Guards. 
He holds a commission in the Home Guard as a captain, and when 
that force was formed, organised a unit composed of the firm's em­
ployes. He married in 1930 Miss Mary Evelyn O’Leary, a direct 
descendant of the diarist, Sir John Evelyn, and has a son and daughter.

STAVERTON, DAVENTRY.—On Saturday, November 20th, 1.260 
Bob Minor : Mrs. Powell 1, Miss Maud Clarke (first quarter-peal) 2,
G. Hancock 3, F. Hancock 4, Rev. E. S. Powell (conductor) 5. F. 
Browning 6. Also 240 St. Clement’s Bob Minor, and 240 Bob Minor 
with D. C. Birkinsliaw.

M R . J A M E S  G E O R G E .
NINETIETH BIRTHDAY.

To-morrow Mr. James George will reach his ninetieth birthday, and 
ringers all over the country will join in congratulations and good 
wishes.

Mr. George was born at Pinner on November 27th, 1853, the second 
son of James George, who was for many years the leader of the local 
band of ringers. The son as a boy frequently rang the service bell, 
but did not take up ringing until mucn later in life. In 1869 he 
entered the service of., the then London and North-Western Railway, 
and in 1881 he went to live at Rugby.

It was not until 1889, when he was in his 35th year, that he rang 
his first peal. It was Holt’s Original at St. George s, Camberwell, for 
the St. James’ Society. By 1894 he had completed 100 peals, and he 
went on to join the select number of those who have each over one 
thousand peals to his credit and one on every date in the year.

Mr. George has been especially fond of heavy bell ringing, and 
among the tenors he has rung to peals are St. Mary-le-Bow, St. 
Saviour’s, Southwark, St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich, St. Michael 
Cornhill, St. Peter’s, Sheffield, Shrewsbury, Waltham Abbey, St. 
Martin’s Birmingham, and St. Giles’ Cripplegate. He rang the tenor 
at Ashton-under-Lyne in 1911 to the record length of 12,240 Kent 
Treb’.e Bob Maximus, and the tenor at Painswick to the 17,687 Grand­
sire Cinques, which turned out to be false in the composition.

In 1932, Mr. George took part in a paftl at St. Olave’s, Hart Street, 
when the aggregate age of the band was 594 years, and shortly after­
wards in another at the same church when the aggregate age was 
612 years, an average of more than 76 years for each man. Both 
peals were called by Challis F. Winney.

For some time Mr. George was Ringing Master of the Warwickshire 
Guild, vice-president of the St. Martin’s, Birmingham, Guild, and 
honorary member of the Central Council.

Some years ago he had an accident which resulted in the loss of 
one of his legs, but he reported the other day that he was in good 
health and comfortable.

S Q U I R E  P R O C T O R
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It is a small matter, but two inaccuracies occur in recent 
correspondence under this heading. Mr. Cartmel gave the Squire’s age 
as 86. and on page 505 of your current issue it states he died in 1902. 
The’ Squire’s obituary notice is to be found in ‘ Church Bells ’ for 
March 22nd, 1895, and he was in his 80th year.

The last paragraph of the notice in ‘ Church Bells ’ is rather 
pathetic, and you may think it worth quoting: ‘ The Squire and his 
men grew old together. After he discontinued ringing little was done 
in that way by them. The band were almost entirely his own servant® 
and dependants. Benington was Mr. Proctor’s world. He had few 
pursuits outside and left it very seldom. Latterly he lived almost 
entirely alone; he became more and more feeble, although adhering 
pretty much to the old routine of life, and was out of doors within 
two days of his death. He passed away so quietly that even intimate 
friends and neighbours never heard of his Deing ill until they were 
told of his funeral.’

May I add ‘ The Ringing World ’ of August, 1941, contained re­
ferences to the old Squire, and op August 29th of that year you 
published a letter of mine giving this same information.

Cannot Mr. Cartmel get some personal recollections from Mr. Herbert 
Warner and send them for publication? They would be of great 
interest, I am sure. CHARLES E. BORRETT.

Sheringham, Norfolk.

D U T I E S  O F  A  R I N G I N G  M A S T E R .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have been a ringer for quite a long time, have rung in 
a number of different towers under different ringing masters, and 
have found some good and some very bad. But I have never beep 
able to find out what the real duties of a ringing master should be. 
Perhaps some of the more experienced members of the Exercise would 
kindly oblige by giving an explanation of what the real duties of a 
good ringing master should be. ‘ ORPHEUS.’

D E A T H  O F  M R .  G E O R G E  W E B B
After many months of suffering, Mr. George Webb, one of the band 

at Tunstall, Kent, has passed away.
The funeral was at Tunstall on November 15th, and among the 

many wreaths were one from the Kent County Association and one 
from the local ringers. The bells were rung half-muffled after the 
interment.
----- .--------- -------- ■ --------- -----~~~ ----  ~-------

DUBLIN.—At St. George’s Church on November 11th, 1,260 Grand- 
sire Doubles: Arthur Worrell 1. Mrs. F. E. Dukes 2, Miss A. C. Dukes
3, Thomas McMorran 4, *Miss Iris Rowe 5, Fred E. Dukes (conductor)
6 , George McGregor 7, Arthur Darlington 8 . * First quarter. Rung 
with 7.5.8 covering.
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CENTRAL TOWERS.
B y E rn est  Mo r r is .

■ (Continued from page 509.)
T h e fine lantern tow er o f  the A bbey  Church o f  Per- 

shore, W orcestersh ire , the architect o f  w hich  is unknown 
but is generally  believed to  be the sam e that built Salis­
bury Cathedral, is richly panelled and traceried. Sir 
G ilbert S cott says o f  it, ‘ N o t only is it a rem arkably 
noble specim en o f  architecture o f  the 14th century, but 
internally so  m uch beauty is displayed that I scarcely 
know  o f  one so  rich and beautiful as that o f  Pershore, 
and it stands, so far as I know , quite alone in its d e s ig n .’ 
It w as com m enced in 1330, and reaches a height o f  125ft. 
to  the top  o f  the four pinnacles. It is 42ft. square ex ­
ternally and 29ft. 2in. internally. D ay light is adm irably 
arranged by m eans o f  e ight w indow s, 4ft. 4in. w ide.

T h e ring in g  room  is very  singular and locally know n 
as ‘ the bird c a g e . ’ T here is an octave  o f  bells, o f  which 
MrS. H . B . W a lters says, ‘ T h ese bells are generally  con ­
sidered one o f  the finest rings o f  e ight in England, but 
the difficulties o f  r ingin g  them are w ell know n to  local 
ringers. T h e ca g e  r in g in g  cham ber, due to  the exigencies 
o f  the tow er open in g  out as a lantern, is probably  u n ique.’

T h is  ‘ r ing in g  r o o m ,’ w hich  is a  curiosity , stands upon 
a stout oaken beam , pro jectin g  from  the centre o f  each 
wall, joined together in the m iddle, and upon this is sup­
ported a w rou gh t-iron  ca g e , I l f  ft. square inside, and 
placed with it's corners to  the fou r beam s, thus g iv in g  it 
a  diam ond appearance w ith regard  to  the tow er, from  the 
fa ct that its fou r corners are opposite  the centre o f  each 
wall. T h e floor o f  the church, w hich  can  "be seen on all 
sides by look in g  through  the iron bars, is 72ft. 2in. be ­
low , and the bells are on the next floor, on ly  15ft. 9in. 
above, but nevertheless pleasant and distinct.

T h is interesting place is approached from  an open w ork  
gallery  in the thickness, o f  the wall on ly 16in. in w idth, 
and 4ft. 9in. in height, up through  a circular skeleton 
iron staircase overh an ging  the church, and only 2 1 in. in 
w idth, and one o f  the beam s alluded to  form s a Sort o f  a 
bridge carefully railed up each side. In  addition to  the 
iron bars w hich constitute the ring in g  cham ber, the upper 
portion  is augm ented by  very  stout irpn netting, to  keep 
the ropes from  fly ing through , very m uch resem bling on 
a larger scale the kind o f  ca g e  used fo r  keepin g  parrots 
and cock a toos . P ershore is well know n fo r  its chim es, 
and tunes were played regularly on  its carillon machine 
which w as erected by  Gillett and Johnston in 1879. It 
had a fortn ightly  cycle  o f  tunes.

As early as 1552 there w ere ‘ in the steple v  bells w hich 
o f  late time w as bou gh t o f  the K in g ’ s m ajestie that d e a d .’ 
T h e octave w as cast by  A . Rudhall in 1729, w ith a  tenor 
o f  26 cw t, the treble be in g  recast in 1814 by  T . M ears, 
and the 4th by  Barw ell, o f  B irm ingham  in 1897. T here 
w as form erly a priest’ s bell by  Rudhall, but this w as 
stolen during restoration o f  the church on  the n ight o f  
Easter M onday, 1863.

T he central tow er o f  Sherborne A bbey  (St. M ary ’ s), 
D orset, contains the heaviest ring  o f  e ight bells in E n g ­
land. T here is a lso  a fire bell and an ancient Sanctus 
bell. B efore recasting in 1933, the tenor w eighed  45 cw t.
1 qr. 1 lb ., and w as at that time by  J. W arn er, 1865, but 
after recasting by  M ears and Stainbank she w eighs 
46 cw t. 5 lb. A t this tim e all the other bells w ere retuned 
and rehung in new bearings and fittings.

T h e tenor w as originally  the g ift  o f  Cardinal W o lse y , 
and w as brou gh t from  T ournai w ith other bells. It be­
cam e cracked  and w as recast by T h om as Purdue, o f  C los- 
w orth , on O ctober 20th, 1670. It becam e cracked  again  
and w as recast in 1867 by  J. \yarner and Sons-. T h e 
original 3rd and 7th w ere cast by R obert Austin, o f  Sher­
borne, in 1652. T h e new  ten or ’ s inscription runs th u s: —
‘ By W o ls e y ’s g ift  I m easure tim e for  all,

T o  mirth, to  grieffe, to  church, I serve to  call.
R ecast 1670, by  T h om as Purdoe, o f  C losw orth , Som er­
s e t ; Joseph Barker, V ica r ; Gustavus H orne, W a lter  
Pride, churchw ardens. A gain  recast 1865 by  John 
W a rn er  and Sons, o f  L o n d o n ; E dw ard H arston, 
V ica r ; James H oddin ott, F rancis Stokes, churchw ar­
dens. A gain  recast 1933 by  M ears and Stainbank, o f  
L ondon . W ilfred  M arcus A skw ith , V ic a r ; Clem ent 
H orace  A dam s, Jam es F lorance, chu rch w arden s.’
T he cost o f  recasting the tenor w as defrayed by  contri­

butions from  O ld B oys o f  Sherborne Gram m ar S ch ool, 
through an appeal m ade by  M ajor J. H . B . H esse. The 
fire bell (diam . 3 2 fin .) says :—

‘ *L ord  qvn ch .the fv riovs flame
aris, rvn, help pvt ov t the sam e. I .W . ,  I .G . 
*1654. R .A . ’

T h e ancient Sanctus (diam . 19in.) has an invocation  to  
St. M ary.

T h e first m ention o f  bells at All H a llow s ’— i.e ., the old 
Parish Church o f  Sherborne, w hich  w as built on  to  the 
w est end o f  the A bbey , and continued to  be used as the 
Parish Church until the tow n bou gh t the A bbey  Church 
at the dissolution  in 1539— is in 1514-15, when som e re­
pairs w ere done. In 1515-16 further repairs are noted to  
the clapper o f  the great bell, som e bell ropes, and to 
trussing the ‘ B ig  B e ll.’

T h is B ig  Bell is probably W olS ey ’ s bell, w hich  was 
g iven  to  the tow n, not to  the m onastery. W h e n  the 
parish bou gh t the A bbey  Church in 1539-40, the bells 
w ere transferred from  the Parish Church to  the A bbey 
Church, and w ere then six in num ber. V arious paym ents 
fo r  repairs occu r regularly, and in 1556 the 5th and 6th 
were recast, and a g rea t collection  w as m ade, am ounting 
to  ,£61 19s. 9d ., besides g ifts  o f  cow s , parchm ent, skins, 
bell w heels, etc.

L ike so  m any central tow ers, Sherborne A bbey  has a 
curious entrance to  the ringin g  cham ber. T h is is on a 
level w ith the vaulting o f  the church ro o f, and to  reach 
it it is necessary to  ascend a Spiral staircase at the angle 
o f  the south transept (from  the inside), and to  traverse 
the leads on the ro o f  o f  the sam e a long  the east, south 
and w est sides, either g o in g  round and under the c lock  
dial, or  to  take a short cut on  the inside o f  the c lo ck  dial 
under the r o o f  o f  the D igb y  Chapel, then enter the 
belfry  door. G o  dow n tw o or three steps and a lon g  a 
very narrow  passage, and then up a few  steps to  the ring­
in g  floor. T o  do this you  have to  g o  under an iron tie- 
rod  in a bent head position . There are no w indow s in 
the ringin g  cham ber, so  it is necessary to  have artificial 
ligh t even in daytim e.

(To be continued.)

EYNSHAM, OXON.—On Saturday, N6vember 6th, at St. Leonard’s 
Church, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles: H. Miles 1, J. Gardner 2, C. Calcutt 
(conductor) 3, C. Bennett 4, T. W. Bond 5, H. Caves 6. Rung for 
the patronal festival.

DARLEY DALE, DERBYSHIRE.—On Friday, November 19th, 3fi0 
Cambridge Surprise Minor and 240 Kent Treble Bob Minor : H. W. 
Gregory 1, B. Allsop 2, G. H. Paulson 3, H. E. Taylor 4, A. C. Wright
5, V. Bottomley 6 .
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P R I Z E  R I N G I N G  IN  T H E  O L D  D A Y S .
BY W. R. GREEN.

The following article appeared in ‘ The Rugby Advertiser ’ 'of 
November 12th :—

The name of Sabin has been connected with bellringing at Long 
Buckby, Northants, for the past 125 years, and the remaining branch 
of that tree, Mr. George Sabin, of Mill .Hill, Long Buckby, who has 
personal experiences of campanology going back three-quarters of a 
century, is puzzled. His puzzlement arises from an article in last 
week’s' ‘ Rugby Advertiser ’ quoting a reminiscence from ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ in winch a man named Bishop, one of a team from Sapcote, 
while engaged in prize ringing at Long Buckby, had difficulty in con­
trolling the tenor bell, and felt someone was in the belfry, interfering 
with it. During revelry in a local inn afterwards, the article states, 
Bishop again broached the subject of his difficulty and a Long Buckby 
ringer retorted, ‘ You don’t suppose we are fools big enough to allow 
your ringers to come here and take away the prize, do you?’ seeming 
to indicate that tampering with bells was quite prevalent in these 
matches.

There was a spirit of craftsmanship in bellringing of old, and Mr. 
Sabin looks upon the anecdote as a slur upon ringers of that day. 
He has a right to do so, for at the early age of 12, in the year 1872, 
he went to Dodford (Northants) to ring with his father. A Mr. 
Furness, mistaking him for a Dodford boy, boxed his ears to drive 
him from the steeple until Mr. Sabin, sen., explained his son had come 
to ring. Thereupon young George wiped the tears from his eyes and 
took his rope with such good effect that Mr. Furness afterwards 
apologised over and over again for striking * one of the best little 
ringers I have ever heard ’ and insisted upon buying some ‘ pop ’ for 
the boy.

Mr. Sabin thinks the alleged tampering with hells could not be 
possible, for a variety of reasons. To move across to a tenor bell 
durifig ringing would necessitate crossing between the other swinging 
bells, an impossible feat, for a man wouM he crushed in the attempt. 
Apart from this, rules binding such competitions were very severe 
and ringers had to wait in church during the whole contest. Another 
guard was on duty in the steeple to see that no man climbed to the 
belfry. The only way in which a man could conceivably tamper with 
a bell was to conceal himself in one of the narrow orifices in the 
belfry wall .throughout the whole contest, an impossible feat as the 
noise at such proximity would blast eardrums, apart from the phvs;cal 
endurance necessary to stay for any length of time in such a cramped 
position. Each set of ringers at competitions of that kind would ring 
Grand Sire, Gog Magog and Antelope, taking about 20 minutes for 
the three peals. If the contest had been sponsored by the Long 
Buckby ringers, there was another rule to the effect that those spon­
soring should not enter their own team in the contest.

The seriousness with which bellringing was held in Mr. Sabin’s day 
is demonstrated by the fact that when a dispute arose many years 
ago between the bellringers and a new priest, resulting in the bell- 
ringers getting the ‘ sack,’ all sections of the community marched 
round the streets on Guy Fawkes night bearing an effigy of the parson, 
complete with book, which was burned at the stake with all honours 
due to such an occasion.

Neither at his father’s or his grandfather’s knees does Mr. Sabin 
recall having heard of any visit of the Sapcote ringers, and he has no 
recollection of this Leicestershire team ever visiting Long Buckby. 
He would like to know from Mr. H. Bird, of Broughton Astley, the 
writer of the article in ‘ The Ringing World,’ in what year it was 
that the man named Bishop came to Long Buckhy.

Frankly, he doesn’t believe that Long Buckby riggers would he 
guilty of such a scurvy trick, even if it were possible.

D E A T H  O F  M R .  J W  S T F D D Y .
The death is announced of Mr. John Whibley Steddy, of Eden- 

bridge, who passed away at his home on November 16th, and was 
buried last Saturday. v

Mr. Steddy, who was a member of the Kent, Surrey, Sussex, London 
and Middlesex County Associations and of the Ancient Society of 
Col’ege Youth', had rung over 130 peals. His first was at Tonbridge 
on April 19th, 1895, and on Boxing Day, 1896, he rang a peal of Treble 
Bob Major at St. Stephen’s, Westminster, and another of the same 
method at Woolwich. On December 27th 1898, he rang three peals 
with Messrs. Keith Hart, who conducted all three, William Steed, 
Alfred J. Turner and John S. Goldsmith. Starting at Soutliover, 
Lewes, with a peal of Grandsire Triples, they went to Ringmer for 
Bob Maior, then to Buxted for another of- Bob Major. On the day 
before they had rung Treble Bob at Warnham.

After the funeral the local hand, with Mr. L. Tidy, of Limpsfield, 
and Mr. Batten, representing the Kent County Association, rang the 
bells half-muffled.

Mr. Steddy leaves a widow, and three s^ns, all of whom are serving 
in H.M. Forces.

PULBOTtOUGH. — On Sunday. November 14th, for Confirmation 
service. 1 200 Bob Minor, with 6-8 covering: C. S. Greenfield 1. A. C. 
Greenfield 2 R Wood, sen. (Billinsrshurst) 3, A. E. Holden 4, C. 
Longhurst (West Grinstead) 5, H. J. Doick 6, L. Stilwell (conductor) 7,
F. J. Killick 8.

NOTICES.
T H E  C H A R G E  F O R  N O T IC E S  o f  M eetings inserteo 

under this heading is at the rate o f  4d. per line (average
8 w ords) per insertion, w ith the minim um charge o f  2 / - .

F or  N otices other than o f  M eetings 6d. per line 
(minim um 2 / 6).

N O T IC E S  must be received N O T  L A T E R  T H A N  
M O N D A Y .

‘ T he R in g in g  W o r ld  ’ can be sent d irect by  post from  
the Editorial O ffice for  4s. 3d. per quarter.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— N orth -W estern  D istrict. 
— M eeting at Carshalton on  Saturday, N ov . 27th, 3 p .m . 
T ea  and m eeting 5 p .m .— D . C ooper, H on . D is. Sec.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Luton District. 
— M eeting  at Leighton  Buzzard on Saturday, N ov . 27th. 
Bells (10) 3 p .m .— Edw in A . Belson, H on . D is. S e c ., 105, 
Stoke R oad , Leighton Buzzard.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Elloe Deaneries 
Branch.— Quarterly m eeting at D eeping St. N icholas on 
Saturday, N ov . 27th. Beils (6) 2 p .m . Service 3.30  
p.m . Business m eeting after tea .— W . A . R ichardson , 
H on . Sec.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Farnham  D is­
trict.— M eeting at Seale, Saturday, N ov . 2^th, 3 p .m . 
Serv ice 4. T ea  and m eeting to  fo llow .

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W a tford  
D istrict.— Annual district m eeting at Bushey, Saturday, 
N ov . 27th, 2 .30. Service 5. T ea  5 .30.— H . G . C ash - 
m ore, D is. Sec.

D O N C A S T E R  A N D  D IS T R IC T  A S S O C IA T IO N .—  
M eeting at A dw ick-le-Street, D oncaster, on  Saturday, 
N ov . 27th, 3 p .m .— W . E . L loyd, S ec ., 3, C ranbrook 
R oad , D oncaster.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Stockport and 
B ow don  Branch.— M eeting at Reddish , Saturday, N ov . 
27th, 3 o ’ c lock . Service 4.30. T ea  5.15. B ring ow n 
fo o d .— T . W ild e , H on . Sec.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .—  
M eeting at Bell F oundry, 34 , W h itech apel R oad , E . i ,  
D ec. 4th, 3 p .m . R in g in g  at St. B oto lp h ’ s, B ishopsgate, 
4 .1 5 ; r ing in g  at St. M ichael’ s, Cornhill, Sunday, D ec. 
5th, 10.30.— A . B . P eck , 1, Eversfield R oad , R eigate.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .-^ H in ck le y  
D istrict.— N ext m eeting at H inckley on  Saturday, D ec. 
4th. Bells 3 .30 to  7 .30. T ea  at local ca fes. 9 .42 p .m . 
train all stations to  Leicester, 10.5 p .m . train to  N unea­
ton .— W . A . W o o d , D is. Sec.

B R E N T W O O D , E S S E X .— M eeting, St. T h om as o f 
Canterbury, Saturday, D ec. 4th. R in g in g  from  3.30 to
6.30 p .m .— R ob ert C . H eazel.

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Southern D iv i­
sion .— M eeting at H enfield, Saturday, D ec. 4th, 2.30 
p .m . Service 4 .15. T ea  5 (by invitation) to  those w ho 
notify  by W edn esd ay, D ec. 1st.— M rs. E . L . H airs, H on . 
D iv . S ec ., T h e O ak s, Theobalds R oa d , B urgess Hill.

N O R T H  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— A n­
nual m eeting at S toke-on-T ren t on Saturday, D ec. 4th. 
Bells (8) 3 p .m . F or  tea, notify  M r. C . H . P age , 57, 
O x ford  Street, Penkhull, S toke-on-T rent, Staffs, before  
N ov . 30th.
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L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W ig a n  B ranch.—  
M eeting at W ig a n  Parish Church, Saturday, D ec. 4th. 
B d ls  (10) 2 .30 p .m . T ea  at local cafe, Is . 9d. each .— S. 
F orshaw , 55, P oo lstock , W ig a n .

D U D L E Y  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D — M eeting at 
Brierley H ill, S a tu rd a y ,, D ec. 4th, 3 p .m . Service 4.15 
p .m . T ea  and business m eeting afterw ards.— J. G ood ­
m an, H on . S ec ., 45, H olcroft Street, Burnt T ree, T ip ton .

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— M eeting 
at Cheshunt, Saturday, D ec. 4th. Bells (8) 3 p .m . Ser­
v ice  4.30 p .m . T ea  and business m eeting 5 p .m . N am es 
b y  D ec. 1st— G. R adley, D is. S ec ., 18, M acers Lane, 
W orm ley , near H oddesdon , H erts.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N . 
— Chew  D eanery.— Annual m eeting at W ra x a ll on Satur­
day, D ecem ber 4th, 3 pan . Service 4 p .m . T ea  and 
business m eeting 4 .30 p .m .— Percy  G . Y eo , H on . Sec., 
L o n g  A shton.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  W im born e 
Branch.— Annual m eeting at St. Jam es’ , P oole , on Satur­
day, D ecem ber 4th, 2 .30. Service 4.30. T ea  and busi­
ness m eeting in the O ld R ectory  5 .15 .— C . A . Phillips, 
H on . Branch Sec.

N O R W IC H  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .— M eeting 
at St.’  G iles’ , N orw ich  on Saturday, D ecem ber 4th. Bells
2 p .m . Service 4.15. T ea  4.45 (bring  ow n  food ). N am es for 
tea by N ov . 28th.— A . G. G . T h u rlow , 52, T h e  Close, 
N orw ich .

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— N orthern D ivision .— M eet­
in g  at Braintree, Saturday, D ecem ber 4th, 2 p .m . Ser­
v ice  3.30 p .m . M eeting  afterw ards. T ea  available in 
tow n .— H . G . Snow den, H on . D is. Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  N orth  Bucks 
Branch.— M eeting at Stony Stratford , Saturday, D ec. 
4th. Bells (8) 2 .30 p .m . ' Service 3 .30 p .m . T ea  and 
m eeting to  fo llow . N am es by N ovem ber 29th.— R . H . 
H ow son , H on . S ec., 19, Greenfield R oa d , N ew port P a g - 
nell, B letchley.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  and E A S T  G R IN ­
S T E A D  G U IL D .— M eeting at T u nbridge W ells  on 

.Saturday, D ecem ber 4th, 2 .30 p .m . Service 4.15. T ea  
in Parish H all 5 p .m . for on ly those w ho let M r. B . Colli- 
son, 169, Q ueen ’ s R oad , T u nbridge W ells , know  by  D ec. 
2nd.— T . Saunders, H on . D is. Sec.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O ­
C IA T IO N .— Cheltenham  B ranch.— Annual m eeting at 
the Parish Church, Cheltenham , Saturday, D ec. 4th. 
Bells (12) 2 p .m . Belfry blacked out. Service 4.30. 
T ea  5.15 by kind invitation. N am es by  D ec. 1st.— W a lter 
Y eend, Branch H on. S ec ., M illfield, T ew kesbu ry  R oad , 
Cheltenham .

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T S  A S S O C IA ­
T IO N .— N orthern Branch.— M eeting Brierley H ill, Satur­
day, D ec. 4th. Bells (8) 3 p .m . Service 4.15 p .m . Tea
5 p .m .— Bernard C. A shford , S ec ., B ow lin g  Green R oad , 
Stourbridge.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— R ochdale Branch. 
— M eeting at Shore," L ittleborough , Saturday, D ec. 11th,
3 p .m . O w n tea arrangem ents.— J. K ay, Sec.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  W estern  
B ranch.— Annual m eeting at Claines on S at., D ec. 11th. 
Bells (10) available from  3 p .m . Service 4.15 p .m . T ea  and 
business m eeting to  fo llow . N am es for  tea before  T u es­
day, D ec. 7th.— E . F . Cubberley, Park C ottages, K em p- 
sey, near. W orcester .

D E V O N S H IR E  G U IL D .— Exeter Branch.— Annual 
m eeting on  D ec. 11th at E xeter. Service at St. Ed­
m und’ s Church, 4 p .m . T ea  at W e ste rn ’ s C afe, B ridge 
Street, 4 .45, Is . 3d. each. N am es by D ec. 6th. All city  
tow ers open .— W . H . H ow e, H on . S ec ., 8, Courtenay 
R oad , E xeter.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— N ottin g ­
ham D istrict.— M eeting at R adcliffe-on-T rent, Saturday, 
D ec. 11th. Bells 2.30. Service 5, fo llow ed  by tea, Is . 9d. 
per head, w ith use o f  Church R oom  for  handbells, etc. 
N am es fo r  tea to  reach m e by  W ed n esd a y , D ec. 8th.—  
T . G room bridge, ju n ., 74, D orn och  Avenue, Sherw ood, 
N ottingham .

H A N D B K L L S  F O R  S A L E .
T w o  sound brass handbells, * C  ’ (sharp), 2nd ‘ D , ’ dia­

m eter 3 1 /8  and 3in. respectively, for  sale privately. 
Reasonable price. V ery  suitable fo r  anyone w ith peal o f  
e ight.— W rite  (enclosing stam p), L . W a re , 20, Elspeth 
R oad , L ondon, S . W . l l .

E A S T  G R tN ST EA D  GU ILD .
A meeting of the East Grinstead and District Guild was held at 

East Grinstead on Nov. 13th. and was atteiMed by members from Hart- 
field, Lamberhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Wadhurst, Uckfield and the 
local band. Gapt. S. G. Richards, #C.F. and S. T. Russell of the 
R.A.S.C., were also present. The curate, the Rev. N. J. Kelly, wel-' 
corned the ringers.

Ringing ranged from rounds to Double Norwich Court Bob Major, 
and tea was served by Miss K. Shepherd at her house. Meetings were 
arranged for Tunbridge Wells on December 4th, and Coleman’s Hatch 
on January 15th.

M I S C E L L A N E O U S  P E R F O R M A N C E S .
BEACONSFIELD.—On Sunday, October 31st, 1,280 Cambridge Sur­

prise Major : Miss D. Fletcher 1 , Miss K. E. Fletcher 2, WT. Lee 3, 
Rev. R. Routh 4, W. Edwards 5, J. Harrison 6, R. Buckland 7, H. 
Wingrove (conductor) 8.—On Sunday, November 6th, for Remembrance 
Day service, 1,280 Double Norwich Court Bob Major, rung half-muffled : 
Miss M. Wingrove 1, Miss D. R. Fletcher 2, W. Lee 3, Rev. R. Routh
4, W. Edwards 5, R. Buckland 6. J. Harrison 7 H. Wingrove (con­
ductor) 8.

BEXLEY, KENT.—On Sunday, November 21st. for evensong 1,260 
Grandsire Triples (from ‘ Clavis ’): *Miss B. J. Frost 1, *Miss A. E. 
Holden 2, A. G. Hall 3, *D. L. Hall 4, H. A. Holden 5, A. Williams 6, 
J. E. Bailey (conductor) 7 V. J. Benning 8. * First quarter-peal. 
Arranged for the ringer of the 6th, home on leave from H.M. Forces.

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME.—On Sunday, November 7th, at ttie 
Church of St. Giles. 1.260 Grandsire Triples: F. Redfern 1, A/F.L. F. 
Sharpies, F.A.A. 2, A. Vaughan 3. A. W. Lloyd 4, F. A. Forster 5, A. 
Thompson 6, R. S. Anderson (first quarter-peal as conductor) 7, G. W. 
Biddulph 8 .

sir S M I T H  of D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks Electric or Weight Driven

Makers o f many famous Clocks, including St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, and throughout the world.
JOHN SMITH & SONS, Midland Clock Work*. Derby, Ltd. QU» ^ ^ V eI t̂ rb y  S K S ?
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The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ BOPE-SIGHT,’ la. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pagee; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

1 GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages; commencing on 
five bells, oomplete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

* STANDARD METHODS,’ tenth edition; a new book; 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition. 

'TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
/  SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2b. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

Miss MARGARET E. SNOWDON
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

WM. POTTS & SONS, LTD.
(ESTA B LISH E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
*

Mailers of many of the largest and most Important Clocl&s 
In the World.

CLOCKS R EPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ TH E GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B ankfield  Te rra c e , B urley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h l C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w o a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 8 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld ,

E S T A B L I S H E D  1 7 8 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13

Late of BEPMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting-, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
The authors invite purchasers to share a copy, when 
convenient, with a neighbour, in order to preserve pre­
war price and quality o f paper as lon£ as possible.
The concession to those purchasing six or more copies 
is withdrawn from this date.
Eight-bell Edition 2/9 Five-six  bell Edition 1 /2 

Postag< included in both cases

From Rev. E. S, POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

‘ THE WORLD’S BEST BELLR0PES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING

Est. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD «<>«» Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

I ——— —
Order your Bell Ropes now, before prices increase, 
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes for 

repairs whilst not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes. Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs 
R IN G IN G  M ATS AND B E L L  M U F F L E R S

THE RINGER'S BADGE,
Supplied m  Stud for  Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration
G IL T  OR W H ITE M ETAL 5 h
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side al a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S K t *
but size ®. •>ARK 8T*. m ineh iad , somerset

SILVER BELL INKSTANDS

WE MUCH REGRET
that we are no longer permitted to make 
SILVER BELL INKSTANDS, and our 

reserve stock has now gone. 
When normal times return we hope we 
shall renew the pleasure of supplying 

our numerous bellringing clients.

T. E. RUSSELL, 3eweller,
29, CHERTSEY ROAD, WOKING

Printed for the Proprietors by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, E.C.4.


